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INTRODUCTION. 


If the events, detailed in the second period of the Annals of chap iir 
the London East-India Company, arose chieBy out of the wars, imroduciton 
between the greater Powers in Hindostan, the events, in the TheafTnriof 

® * * the East-Jn- 

period which we are about to review, will be found to have 
originated, chiefly, in the political relations produced in Europe, 
by the change in the Government of England, under King j7t°Jai'’evenu 
William and Queen Mary, Tliese events occurred, at the time jhan^cvTnia 
when the empire of Aurungzebe was in its greatest vigour 
and extent, and they close, when the death of that Mogul left 
Hindostan, without any paramount power, and when the rela¬ 
tions of the European nations, trading to the East-Indics, 
were so completely changed, that they led to treaties, politi¬ 
cal and marine, for settling the Balance of Power, and of 
trade. 

It will, therefore, be indispensable, in looking at the cir- comparison 
cumstances in which the London Company were placed, when cumstancef 
opposed by a domestic rival, or the English Company, and when indiaCompa- 
this rival was ultimately compelled to unite its interests with preceding 
B 2 them 
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CHAf 111 , them, to trace the political and commercial relations, between 
introduttion England and the Maritime Powers of Europe, that we may 
reigns, and at discover the sources of the delegated authority, which either of 
Itaia'”* Companies could exercise, at the period of their Union. 

During the reigns which preceded the Revolution in Eng¬ 
land, the sovereigns acted, sometimes to preserve the political 
balance of Europe, against the encroachments of France, at 
other times, to strengthen the preponderance of this monarchy : 
—^thc periods between these extremes of conduct were short, 
and the effects, happily, precarious. 

The conduct, of Charks II. and James IL, favoured 
the French schemes of aggrandizement, and gave to that mo¬ 
narchy opportunities to add districts to each of its frontiers, 
particularly to stretch out its ancient limits into Flanders and 
Brabant, and to narrow the barrier between France and 
the United States of the Netherlands. The danger from this 
innovation became alarming, for it was foreseen, that the sub¬ 
jugation of the States General would give to France the 
command of the coasts, from which its armaments and its ship¬ 
ping might acquire the control, if not the possession of the com¬ 
merce, in the Narrow Seas, and of the North of Europe. 

Review of The elevation, therefore, of King William and Queen Mary 
andcomme^ to the throne of England, is rather to be considered as an event, 
of' E?gS which the conduct of Charles II., in the last Dutch war, and the 
reign of xlng obsequiousness of James II. to Louis XIV. occasioned, than as 
QueenMary^ the result of ambition in the Prince of Orange, or of versatility 
in the Englidi character. 


This 
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The Revolation, at first, produced rather unFa^ourabte 
effects on the commerce of the Loiidon East-India Company, 
and, in fact, for a time, continued to he viewed with anxiety 
by the Directors;—this impression arose from a jealousy 
of the Dutch Company, which led to an opinion that 
the new Government in England might favour, rather than 
check the encroachments of that people. The London Com¬ 
pany did not, at this juncture, anticipate, that a new rival 
would arise in England, more formidable to their rights, 
than the Dutch had been to their trade ; and yet, in the sequel, 
this event will be found to be the true source of that union of 
mercantile interests, in the trade to the East-Indies, which more 
poritively depressed the schemes of the Interlopers, than either 
authority, or a sense of national interest, had hitherto been able 
to effect; for it terminated in the establishment of The United 
Company of Merchants of England, trading to the East-Indies. 

A retrospect of the political and commercial state of Eu¬ 
rope, therefore, will lay open the real sources of the exertions 
in England, to acquire and to preserve a proportion of the 
Asiatic trade, and to resist that power, which the consolidation 
of his empire in the East gave to Aurungzebe. 

In bringing into view, in the most concise manner, the 
political and commercial relations of Great Britain, with the 
European Maritime Powers, from the Revolution to the esta¬ 
blishment of the United Company, we shall discover the 
foundation of the claims of the London Kast-India Company, 
for protection, from tiie Crown and from the Legislature, and 

the 
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the claims of the new Adventurers in the East-lndia trade, to 

intro4uctum. hecouie a morc efficient East-lndia Company, possessed of rights 
founded on an Act of the Legislature. 

Rriaiivc cir- Duiiiig this cvcntful pcrlod, it will appear, that the 

(umtlnpces of . . , , ,,, 

Fngiiiui, and treaties, bctwcen Great Britain and the European States, were 

ol ilie other , 

Vuuipeaii directed to two great objects, an opposition to the French 

Stales, .'ll the 

formation of sclicmc of iinivcrsal monarchy, and the combination of re- 

ilie (irand 

Aiiiaiite sources, to resist this common enemy of their independence 
and trade ;—^liencc, a mere reference to those public transactions 
will explain the sources of the politics of King William, to 
strengthen the one, and to combine tlie other. 

At the time when tlie Prince of Orange connected his 
authority with the general sense of the English nation, and 
brought it to be a party in the Grand Alliance, Louis XIV. was 
successfully invading Germany, laying waste Bavaria and the 
Palatinate, and apparently breaking down the outposts of the 
disjointed Germanic Confederacy; but, in these aggressions, 
he did not foresee, that the weight of England and of Holland 
would be thrown into the scale, against France; or that a new 
alliance would arise, to check his progress, on the Flemish and 
German frontiers of his dominions.^'^ 

ivatKs Spain, in this political situation of Europe, was governed 

iupportthis by Philip IV,, whose incapacity threw obstacles in the way of 

Alliance 

the 

( 1 )—Original Ratification*, by the Emperor and by the States General, of the Act of 
Admiuion of King William, as a Party in the Grand Alliance, concluded at Vienna, 12th 
May ifisg, between the Emperor and the Slates General. (Preserved in the State Paper 
Ofticc, Whitehall) 
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the general alliance against France, notwithstanding the able ciiap hi. 
administration of Grana and Castaniga, his Governors of the Low oduuion 
Countries, and the talents of Ronquillo, his Ambassador in Eng¬ 
land :—Whence the elevation of King William to the Throne was 
an event, equally important to Spain, to the Netherlands, to 
Holland, and to Great Britain. Under these circumstances, the 
Dutch became sensible, after the French had taken Luxem¬ 
burg, that the Treaty of Nimeguen was only a temporary 
expedient of France, and that they must cither support the 
measures of King William, and levy troops from Braudenbiirgh, 

Hesse, &c., to form an efficient army to act with the Confe¬ 
derates, in repelling the invasions, by France, of the countiies 
bordering on their narrow territority, and of that territory 
itself, or expect subjugation; for the French had already 
published a manifesto, on the 28th October 1688, which was 
deemed by the States equivalent to a declaration of hostilities, 
and which drew from the States, a formal Declaration of War 
against France, in March 1689. 

On the 13th April 1689, the Elector of Brandenburgh 
entered into the alliance against France, and prohibited supplies 
of naval or military stores being furnished, fiom the countries 
under his government, to the enemies of the Germanic libci - 
ties.(*> 

On the 29th April 1689, England and Holland formed a 
Marine Treaty against France, on the basis of the treaty of tlic 

3d March 

(l)—Copy of the Elector of Brandenburgh'* Edict, relative to the War with France, 

13th Office.) 
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CHAP. III. 3(1 March 1678, and agreed to unite their fleets in the Mediter- 
infrodkciton. rancan, the Irish Channel, and the North Seas.^*^ 

On the 3d May 1689, the King of Spain declared war 
against France,and on the ^^tlx May, King William also 
declared war, on the grounds of the injfraction of the treaty 
regarding Newfoundland, and the seizure of English property 
and subjects in Ainerica.<*> 

On the 12th May 1689, the Emperor and the States General 
formed an Offensive and Defensive Treaty of Alliance against 
France, by which they stipulated, that they would emjdoy their 
joint forces to repel its aggressions, whether on the Empire, 
or on the United Provinces, and continue hostilities, till the 
French King should be brought to the observance of the terms 
of the Treaties of Osnaburgh, Munster, Westphalia, and the 
Pyrenees}—the States General invited King William to ac¬ 
cede to this Treaty, which accession, in the most formal man¬ 
ner, was dated 9th September 1689.<‘'> 

On the 22d August 1689, the King and States General, 
by treaty, adopted the most vigorous measures, regarding the 

trading 

(1) —Original Treaty for tbe combination of the English and Dutch flerU againtl 
Trance, 2<)ih April 1689. (State Paper Office ) 

(2) —TiRdal's Continuation of Rapin, vol. 1. page 89. 

(3) —Copy of King WiUiaro’a Declaration of War againtl France, 7th May ifisp. 
(Slate Paper Office) 

< 4 )-Attested Copy of tbe Treaty of Grand AUiance against France, between the 
Emperor and the States General, dated Vienna, 12th May I669.— Original 
by the Emperor and Slates General, of King William’s Accession to the Grand ARjance 
dated 20lh and 23 d December 1689 (State Paper Office.) 
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trading interests of France, with the object of Icbscuiiig the cuap. hi. 
resources by which that country could prosecute the w'ar; for I'Hroduction. 
it was agreed, that the Dutch and English squadrons should 
blockade the ports of France; that the subjects of England and 
Holland should be prohibited from all commerce with that king¬ 
dom ; that they should seize on all French property found in the 
vessels of other nations, sailing to French ports, and tliat such 
vessels should become lawful prizes. 

To strengthen this treaty, a more general one, of Al¬ 
liance and Defence, was concluded between the King and the 
States General, on the 24th August 1689, confirming all the 
treaties, from that of Breda, in 1667, to the treaty prohibiting 
commerce with France, dated only two days preceding this last 
treaty.^*^^ 

For the general support of tlie war, subsidiary treaties were 
entered into, between the King and the States General, with the 
Dulie of Brunswick Wolfembuttle, the Protestant Cantons of 
Switzerland, the Duke of Savoy, and the King of Denmark. 

These events prepared many of the Princes of Europe, by General Con¬ 
gress at the 

their attendance, personally, or by their Ainbussadors, for the Hague 
Congress held at the Hague, in January 1690-91, at which King 
VOL. III. C William, 

(1) —Original Full Powers from the States General, to negotiate a Treaty with England, 

5th August 1689.-Original Treaty (and Ratification by the States General) between Eng¬ 

land and Holland, for interrupting the Commerce of France, 22d August 108 (). (State 
Piper Office) 

(2) —Original Treaty (and Ratification by the States General) between England and 
Holland, for renewal of former Treaties, dated 2dth August 1689. (State Paper Office ) 
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C HAP HI . William, in energetic language, laid open the schemes of France 
htroduchon for universal subjugation, and brought this illustrious assembly 
to consent to bring an army of two hundred and twenty thou- 
.sand men into the field, against the common enemy of the tran¬ 
quillity and liberties of Europe. 

The Elector of Mentz, whose dominions were more imme¬ 
diately exposed to the depredations of the French armies, joined 
the Grand Alliance, on the 24th April 1691, as did the Elector 
of Bavaria, on the 3d May 1691. 

To prepare the allies for commencing the war, treaties were 
formed, between England and Denmark, and between Denmark 
and Holland, to prevent supplies of naval stores being sent to 
France, from the Baltic; by which Denmark was to be placed 
upon the same footing, with regard to France, as Sweden Iiad 
been, that is, that passports were to be given by the Chancery 
ut Copenhagen, to ascertain that the goods (not contraband) 
were Danish property, and that the Danish ships should not be 
employed in transporting naval stores, from one port in France 
to another. 

The 


(1)—Tindal, vol. i. page 1 (S 4 

(2^—Original Act of Accenion of Anielm Francia, Elector of Mentz, to the Treaty of 
Grand Alliance, dated 24 th April 1^1.—— Original Act of Accession of Maximilian 
Emanuel, Elector of Bavaria, to the Treaty of Grand Alliance, dated 3 d May 161 ) 1 . (State 
Paper Office.) 

(3)_Original Ratification, by Chiistian V. King of Denmark, dated igth December 
1^1, of the Convention concluded at Copenhagen, between England, Holland, and Den¬ 
mark, relative to the interruption of French Commerce. (State Paper Office) 
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The measures of King William, in connecting with the chap hi. 
Grand Alliance, by treaties, the Elector of Saxony, the Duke J’HroduLiwv. 
of Brunswick Wolfembuttle, the Bishop of Munster, and the 
King of Denmark, (each of whom were to furnish contingents 
of troops for the grand army), discover, that the great object of 
the King was to bring the good sense of the European Powers to 
view, in its proper light, the importance of preserving the liber¬ 
ties of the Germanic Empire, and those of the Maritime Powers, 
or England, Holland, and Spain. <’> 

To the energy and vigour of the King, at this crisis, may 
be attributed the division of power between France and the 
other European Sovereignties, and the placing them in, what 
has been emphatically termed, a balance :—it was by tlie preser¬ 
vation of this balance, from copying the political principles of 
the King, that the Germanic Empire, from its head to its most 
subordinate chiefs, for a century after the period we are review¬ 
ing, maintained its constitution and the States General, and 
Great-Britain, their influence on the Continent; and might still 
have continued to maintain them, had the Continental Powers, 
who were parties in the Grand Alliance, cither been true to 
themselves, or faithful to their engagements with Great-Britain. 

It would be foreign from the Annals of the London East- Reference to 

T !• cventf in 

G ^ India the gciKni 


(Xj—Original Treaties, and Subsidiary Conventions, between Kiiglniid, (lie Emperor, 
Uio States General, the Elector of Saxony, the Duke of Brunswick Wolfembuttle, the 
Bishop of Munster, and the King of Denmark, and original Acts of Accession of the 
latter Powers, to the Treaty of Grand Alliance, dated 23 d May, iJth June, yth August 
1694, ISlh March 1694-95, 3 d December 1696. (Slate Paper Otlice) 
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CHAP. Ill, India Company to enter into any detail of the naval and military 
inirwlCion. gyents, which occurred in this general war, farther than to refer 
WM m Eu- them, as the sources of the Treaty of Ryswick, which, by 
affecting the general commercial interests of England and Hol¬ 
land, remotely influenced the proceedings of the London East- 
Indiu Company, and of its foreign rivals, (Holland, Portugal, 
and the beginning commerce of France) in the countries within 
the Company’s limits. 

At the commencement of hostilities, and during the first 
years of the war, the French made considerable conquests in 
the Low Countries, and had still a more marked superiority in 
Catalonia and in Italy; but, after the naval victory off La 
Hogue, in 1692, and when the French Court observed, that the 
confidence of the Confederates in King William, rendered it 
impracticable to detach the Allies from each other, by separate 
treaties, Louis XIV. endeavoured to sound, first in 1693, and 
next in 1695, the dispositions of the Dutch towards pacification; 
concciung, that as their resources depended on trade, they 
would be more ready to listen to measures for their immediate 
interests, than to prospects of distant, though of greater safety. 

The character of the Dutch, with respect to internal factions, 
had, however, been altered from what it had been at the Treaty 
of Nimeguen, because their Stadtholder was become King of 
England; and the French Court were fully aware, that it would 
be difiicult to withdraw them from the English connexion, 
though it might be possible, through them, either to discover 

the 
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the King's intentions, or to dispose the commercial part of his c hap hi . 
subjects to a termination of the war. Jntrauuition. 

The death of Queen Mary, in 1694, had placed the P'fst appe,ir- 

ances ol llm 

English and the Dutch in a situation, where the internal tran- negotiamni!,. 

wliich ternii* 

quillity of both countries depended on the King’s life, and the 
Court of France were aware, that the Grand Alliance rested on 
the same circumstance. Louis XIV., therefore, from the success 
which attended the Allies, by the recapture of Namur, in 1695, 
and from their con(|[uests on his northern frontier, began se¬ 
riously to think of opening a treaty, and sent M. Calliercs to 
the Hague, with propositions to negotiate, while M. d’Avaiix 
was pressing the King of Sweden to interpose, as mediator, and 
though not openly, yet sufficiently discovering the intention of 
Louis XIV., to acknowledge King William as King of England ; 
for the Dutch were allowed to take the opinion of their allies, and, 
on this basis, the States General consented to treat for peace. 

As preliminaries, the States demanded the restitution of 
Strasburgh and Luxemburg, to which M. Callicres consented, 
on condition Lorraine should be restored to its Duke. The 
delay occasioned by these conferences, enabled the French to 
make a separate peace with the Duke of Savoy, in 1696, and 
thus to break one link of the Grand Alliance. It was in tin's 
state of the belligerent powers, that it was agreed, the King 
of Sweden should act as General Mediatoi; Ryswiek, a villagt' 
near the Hague, was fixed on, as the place of meeting, and 
Lord Pembroke, Lord Lexington, Lord Villicrs, and Sir 

Joseph 
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CHAP, III, Joseph Williamson, were appoinfed Ambassadors, by Commis- 
Intioductton. &ion, dated 16‘tli Febniai-y 1696-97.^'^ 

Tlie Treaty of Ryswick was signed on the 20th September 
1697, of which the substance is;—the re-establishment of 
France and England in their respective possessions;—^reference 
to commissioners, of the disputes regarding Hudson’s Bay;— 
France to have re-possession of the places taken in Hudson’s 
Bay by the English ;—a declaration, that no assistance should 
be aflTorded to the King’s Enemies, resident in France;—^and 
the restoration of the King’s interests in the Principality of 
Orange ; leaving it to each Sovereign to include his allies within 
.six months. 

The Emperor continued to negotiate with France, but on 
the 30th October 1697, acceded to the Treaty of Ryswick, and 
accepted Friburgh and Brisac, as an equivalent for Stras- 
burgh. 

The King, having re-established peace with the Powers 
connected with his dominions, and those of the States Ge¬ 
neral, (taking an extensive view of the political interests 
of the European nations, whose tranquillity depended on 
the Empire of Germany continuing in a situation to re¬ 
sist any future aggressions of France,) turned his attention 

to 

(1) *—(Copy)—Commission and Instructions to the English Plenipotentiaries for nego¬ 
tiating the Treaty of Ryswick, l6tb and 23 d February 1696-97. (Slate Paper Office.) 

(2) —Original Ratification, dated 3 d October by Louis XIV. King of France, of 

the Treaty of Ryswick, 20th September 1 ^ 7 . (State Paper Office) 

( 3 ) — (Copy)—King William's Act of Inclusion of bii Allies in the Treaty of Ryswick, 
iiith November 1<^7. (State Paper Ofiice ) 
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to the long subsisting wars between Turkey and Germany, chap.iii. 
that he might place the Emperor of the latter country in Introduction. 
circumstances to repel, with efiect, the farther encroach¬ 
ments of France, either on his hereditary dominions, or on 
those of the lesser Princes and SUites, acknowledging him as 
their Chief. 

To accomplish an object so difficult, as a pacification be¬ 
tween the sovereigns of Turkey and Germany, Lord Paget was 
instructed to offer the mediation of the King and of the States 
General, through the Grand Vizier, to the Porte :—after long 
conferences with the ministers of both Powers, the peace ot 
Carlowitz was signed, on the 26th of January 1699, by which 
the Emperor had ceded to him all his late acquisitions in the 
war, the Poles got Kaminieck, the Russians obtained Asoph, 
under a truce of two years, and the Venetians had the Morea, 
and part of Dalmatia. <*> 

Though the Treaty of Ryswick had apparently restored 
peace to Europe, King William and the States General seemed 
to have been fully aware (even at the time it was nego- 
tiating) that the restless and ambitious projects of France 
would induee it to attempt farther conquests. As the King of 
Sweden had been the mediator in the Treaty of Ryswick, the spafn‘to°that 

States Monarchy 

(1)—Translation of Letter from the Grand Vizier to King William, relative to Ins 

Mediation between Turkey and Germany, 1 ^.-Letter from King William to ihe 

Emperor of Germany, offering his Mediation between Germany and Turkey, 12 th March 
1S98-99- Commission and instructions to Lord Paget, to act as Mediator in the Nego¬ 

tiation for Peace between Germany and Turkey, dated 15 th March l(>t>8-99 (State Paper 
Office,)— Tindal’s Continuation of R.ipin, rol 1, page 390 . 
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CHAP. III. States GeneraJ, as a measure of precaution, formed a De- 
Iniroduction. fensivc Alliance with that Crown, on the 12th February 1698, 
to which the King of England w'as invited to accede: — 
the Accession of the King is xluted at the Hague, 14th May 
1698. By this treaty (which was to remain secret) the three 
Powers stipulated, that each should protect the others dominions 
and interests in Europe, against any aggression, and that this 
agreement should be deemed the basis of a more specific treaty, 
connecting their interests in the most positive and full manner. 

It is probable, that this treaty, and the circumstance of 
its being kept secret, originated in apprehensions of farther 
schemes of France for conquests in Italy, Germany, and Fliin- 
ders; for an opinion, at this time, began to prevail, that, in 
the event of the death of the King of Spaiii) notwithstanding 
all the precautions which had been taken at his accession to 
the thtonc, Louis XIV. would claim, in right of succession, 
the Crown of Spain for the Dauphin, and thus concentrate, 
under one monarchy, the kingdoms of France iuid Spain, with 
their dependencies in Europe, and in the Indies;—the Grand 
Alliance, therefore, to check the aggrandizement of the French 
Monarchy, and the Treaty of Ryswick, in which the war 
had terminated, had sufficiently instructed Louis XIV. and 
his ministers, that an immediate and open avowal of the scheme 

of 

( 1 )—Original Tretity of Defensive Alliance, between England, Holland, and Sweden, 
concluded at the Hague, 14 th May 1 ^ 9 , with the oiiginal Ratifications of King William, 
and of Charles XI. King of Sweden, dated 2 lStl] May and 3 d June 1O9S. (State Paper 
Oftice) 
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t»r uniting the two kingdoms of France and Spain under one CHAP iii. 
Sovereign, must again lead to another general alliance, and 
induce the Imperial Family to forget its dissatisfaction with that 
treaty, that it might more effectually bring forward its claims on 
the Crown of Spain, and afford an opportunity, which the 
general peace gave to Louis XIV., by finesse and intrigues, to 
realize his intentions. 

The French King, thus, foresaw, that an open attempt to 
acquire the Crown of Spain for his family, under all the cir^ 
cumstances of Europe, would necessarily bring on a general war, 
for which the resources of France were not prepared. 

This politic Monarch, therefore, knowing that King Wil¬ 
liam had established the Balance of Power, granted a commission 
to the Count de Tallard, on the 19th August 1698, (who was 
vested also with a commission from the Dauphin) to negotiate a 
seci'et treaty, by which, in the event of the death of the Catholic 
King, Louis XIV. and the Dauphin were to renounce their 
claims of succession to the Crown of Spain, and to transfer them 
to the Prince of Bavaria, nephew to the Dauphin, whom failing, 
to the Elector and to his descendants. This project was intended 
to deceive the King and the Powers of Europe, hut indirectly 
to place Spain at the disposal of France. King William en¬ 
couraged this finesse, because it brought Louis XIV. into the 
dilemma, that if he adhered to it, Europe would be more in 
safety; if he broke it, a Grand Alliance might again be formed, 
because the contingent death of the Prince of Bavaria would be 
more favourable to the claims of the Emperor of Germany; and 
VOL. III. D therefore 
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therefore appointed the Earl of Portland and Sir Joseph Wil- 
introduciion. to treat with the French commissioners. 

First Parti- Thc treaty, which was the result of this singular and im- 

iioiiTjeai}. 

portant negotiation, is, in history, denominated the “ Mrst 
“ Partition Treaty and in substance is,—that the Dauphin 
of France, in consideration of renouncing all claims on the 
Crown of Spain and its dependencies in the Indies, should re¬ 
ceive, in full right, the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily;—^that 
thc Electoral Prince of Bavaria should succeed to the Crown 
of Spain, and its dependenciesand that the Duchy of Milan 
should be given to the Archduke Charles, tlie Emperor’s second 
son. 

Notwithstanding this apparent arrangement of the affairs 
of Europe, King William formed a treaty of Defensive AUiance 
with Sweden, on the 16th January 1700, to which the States 
General afterwards acceded, bearing in substance,—^that the 
contracting powers not only agreed to defend their respective 
dominions, but that Sweden would protect the free navigation 

of 


(1) —Original Commissions from Louis XIV., and Louisj Dauphin of France, to Count 
Tallard, to negotiate with England and the States General, dated iptb August 1698.—— 
Original Commission from Kmg William to the Earl of Portland and Sir Joseph Williamson, 
to treat with the French Ministers, dated 2lst September 1^98. (State Paper Office.) 

(2) —Original Treaty between England, the States General, and France, for settling 
the Succession to the Crown of Spam, denominated the Fwit Partitwn Treaty, with the 
original Separate and Secret Articles, couclnded at the Hague, 11th October 1^6.-— 
Original Ratification of the States General of the First Partition Treaty, 25 th October l<^8. 
(State Paper Office ) 
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of the Baltic, and Great Britain that of the British Seas, and chap m. 
that this defence was to extend to the dominions and trade of i»ifoduci,on 
the two nations, both at home and abroad. The object of this 
treaty was, to maintain the Treaties of Munster, Nimcguen, 
and Ryswick, for preserving the liberties of Europe. <•> 

The young Prince of Bavaria, upon whom the succession Second p.iu.- 
to the Spanish Crown had been settled, having died on tlie 6th ^ 
February 1699, the same motives which led to the JFtnf Par¬ 
tition Treaty^ opened the negotiations for the Second: —the 
leading object was, as in the first treaty, to prevent the king¬ 
doms of France and Spain from being united under the House 
of Bourbon; an evil suspended, only, by the precarious life of 
His Catholic Majesty. The Second Partition 'Treaty was signed 
at London, on the 3d, and at the Hague, on the 26th March 
1700 , and, in substance, coincided with the First Partition 
Treaty, with the following additions.—^that besides the coun¬ 
tries to be given to the Dauphin, as previously enumerated, he 
was to have the Duchies of Lorraine and Barr ;—Milan to be 
given to the Duke of Lorraine, as a compensation,—and the 
Archduke Charles to receive the Crown of Spain, and its de¬ 
pendencies, under the same conditions as intended for the Prince 
of Bavaria.^®^ 

D 2 This 

(1) —Original Treaty of stnet Alliance between Great Britain and Sweden, dated 16th 
January iSOg.iyoo, and original Ratification of Charles XU, King of Sweden, dated loth 
March 1699-1700. (State Paper Office ) 

(2) —Original Commissions from the King of France to Count Tallard, and from the 
States Genera] to their Deputies, to negotiate the Second Partition Trea'y, dated 21st 

January 
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CHAP III. This Second Partition Treaty, though solemnly and pub» 
jicly ratified by Louis XIV. and the Dauphin, proved to have 
been a mere deception on the part of the French Court, and it 
deceived the greatest part of Europe, till the death of the King of 
Spain, on the 1st November, disclosed all the secret schemes of 
the Court of France; for, by the will of the Spanish Monarch, 
the Crown of Spain was left to the Duke of Anjou, the second 
son of the Dauphin, whom failing, to the Duke de Berri, the 
third, and the Archduke was to become heir only in failure of 
these French Princes 

Louis XIV , When Louis XIV. beard of the death of the King of 

on tlie death 

cl (he King Spain, he hesitated, for a short time, between the acceptance 

of SpciiOi as- ^ * 

aeris the tjjc Crown of Spain, for the Duke of Anjou, and an affected 

thimofthe ^ ' 

Duke of An- adlicrcnce to the Partition Treaty; but, in a short time, de- 

jem to tnal •' 

Crown, clared his acceptance of the will of the late King of Spain, and 
sent the Duke to take possession of the throne, recommending 
to him the just administration of his government, but never to 
forget that he was a Prince of France. <*> 

The Spaniards, in consequence of the Partition Treaty, 
though they foresaw that war would be declared against them, by 
the Emperor, by England, and by the States General, acquiesced 

in 

January 1G99-1700, and 26th March 1700.- Original Treaty between King William, the 

States General, and Louis XIV. for settling the Succession to the Crown of Spain, denomi¬ 
nated the Second Partition Treaty, with the Separate and Secret Articles, dated 3d March 
1099 1700- Oiiginal Ratifications, by Louis XIV. and the States General, of the Se¬ 

cond Partition Ircaty, and of the Separate and Secret Articles, dated 25 th March and gth 
Api il 1700 (Slate Paper OflRce ) 

(1)—Tiiidal, voJ. 1, pages 425 — 428 , 
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in the will; but the Emperor refused to acknowledge it, and it chap ii 
was at this crisis, that the Spanish Nethei lands, (the theatre f>^troduction, 
of so many wars and so many sieges,) and the Duchy of Milan, 
received French garrisons into their towns.0) 

Unprepared for so sudden a reverse, either by a military Treaties 

_ . 1 , . , , . ^ formed by 

force to resist, or by confederacies to supply this want, the KmgWiiii- 

am on this 

States Cfcneral wrote to the King of France, acknowledging event, to pre- 

the Duke of Anjou, as sovei cign of Spain and the Netherlands, dependence 
. of Europe. 

Ill the evening, therefore, of his life, King William saw 

the danger thickening over the European nations, which it had 
been the labor of so many years, both as Stadtholdcr, and as 
King of England, to aveit;—^aiid France, which for two hundred 
years had struggled to gain possession of the Spanish Nether¬ 
lands, now acquired them by an incident, prepared to crush 
the States General, and to render Great Britain, instead of a 
rival, one of the secondary powers of Europe/^) 

It was in this unforeseen situation of the affairs of Europe, 
that the King found it indispensable to provide, by an act of 
the British Legislature, for the succession to the Throne in a 
Protestant Prince, whose interests would be opposed to those 
of France, as he foresaw, that the rc-estahlishment of the 
Stuarts would again render Britain subservient to the aggran¬ 
dizement of France :—^undcr these circumstances, the King 
summoned a Parliament, which passed the Act of Succession in 

the 


(1) —^Tinda], vol. i. page 431. 

(2) —Ibid. page 410, 
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CHAP. 11. -the Protestant Line, which received the Royal Assent on the 
12th June 

To provide, farther, for the independence of Europe, and 
to prevent France from acquiring the United Provinces and 
the North of Germany, a treaty was formed, between Englandi 
the States General, and Denmark, dated at Copenhagen, the 
15th June 1701, on the basis of the Defensive Treaties of the 
3tl November 1690, and of the 3d December 1696, which, 
besides a mutual guaranty of possessions, stipulated the pro¬ 
portion of force which each of the contracting parties were 
to furnish. To this treaty, the Emperor, the King of Prussia, 
the House of Lunenburgh, and the Landgrave of Hesse 
Casscl, were to be invited to accede.<*> 

On the basis of this treaty, a more specific Treaty of Al¬ 
liance, between King William, the States General, and the 
Emperor, was concluded at the Hague, on the 7th September 
1701 , which, in substance, bears;—that, in the event of 
pacific remonstrances proving inefiectual, the contracting parties 
were to employ their forces, by sea and land, to compel France 
and Spain to recognize the rights of the Imperial Family to 
the Netherlands and the Duchy of Milan, and, particularly, 
to recover from France, the barrier of the Low Countries:— 

England 

( 1 ) —Lords' Journals, vol. wi, page 738. 

(2) --Original Treaty of Defensive Alliance, and Secret Articles, between England, 

Holland, and Denmark, concluded at Copenhagen, ]5tli June lyoi.-Original Ratification, 

by Frederic IV King of Denmark, of the Treaty of Defensive Alliance, and Secret 
Articles between England, Holland, and Denmark, Slat July 1701 . (Stale Paper 
Office.) 
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England and the States General, under this treaty, were to c^ap it 
take possession of such portions of the Spanish Indies, as each Introduction. 
could acquire, and the allies more particularly stipulated, that 
France should not get possession of the Spanish Indies, or 
have liberty of commerce in tliem:—On the 18th February 
1702 , the King of Prussia acceded to this Treaty of Grand 
Alliance/*) 

The last political measure of King William, regarding the 
Continent^ was to engage the associated Circles of the Elnne, 
Franconia and Suabia, to contribute their contingent of sixteen 
thousand men for the common defence, for which the Maritime 
Powers, in consideration of the narrow means of some of those 
Circles, were to furnish them with supplies, to enable the 
troops of that part of the Empire, to act for the defence of 
Europe.^®) 

The foundations, thus, were laid, for a new alliance; but the 
parties were changed, Spain being thrown into the scale with 
France, and new wars in Europe were expected to arise, on the 
death of King William, wliich happened on the 8th March 

1702-3; 

(1) —(Copy) Treaty of Alliance between the Emperor, King William, and the 
Statei General, concluded at the Hague, ytU September 1701.— Original Treaty of 
Offeaiive and Defensive Alliance, between England, Holland, and Prussia, 30 th December 

Original Act of Accession, dated 18 th February 1701-2, of Frederic I., King 
of Prussia, to the Treaty of Grand Alliance, of the 7 th September 1701 (State Paper 
Office ) 

( 2 ) —(Copy) Articles of the Admission of the Associated Circles of the Empire into 
the Grand Alliance of the 7 th September 1701, dated at Nordlingen, 22 d March 1701-2, 

(State Paper Office) 
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CHAP. in. 1702-3, when wars in England, itself, were anticipated, on 

Introduction, principles more marked than those of York and Lancaster, 
because, in this age, the art of war promised issues, equally 
bloody and more disastrous 

Political and The opinions of the Continental Powers, respecting the 

connmercial . . , 

relations of jjije of conduct which Queen Anne, on her accession, might 

Queen Anne, 

during the observe, in her political connexions, were expressed according to 

first five years ^ 

of her reign, tjjg reliance which each had upon England, under King William, 
and according to the hopes and fears entertained of the perma¬ 
nency of the Queen’s government. 

On comparing the situation of Europe, at the close of the 
reigns of Charles II. and James II., with its actual situation at the 
death of King William, it was impossible not to look forward to 
one of two events } either that England might again become an 
instrument in the hands of Louis XIV., to facilitate his project 
of extending the limits and influence of France (as he had now 
Spain and the Spanish Indies indirectly at his disposal, and a 
considerable proportion of Italy), or that he w'ould, in the 
event of the Queen’s following up the political measures of 
King William, endeavour to excite a civil war in favor of 
a male descendant of King James II. In either case, it was 
naturally concluded, that the power and influence of England 
would be diminished, and could not become the source of a 
general alliance against France, or even an efficient auxili¬ 
ary in it;—it was also anticipated, that the former opposition 
between the British and Dutch commerce would revive, both in 
Europe and in the Indies, and that this opposition might be 

worked 
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worked on, in these countries, to weaken the efforts of each chap hi. 
against the common enemy of both;—^it was, also, not less hitoducuon. 
natural to anticipate, that a Princess, who had, hitherto, had 
no opportunity of discovering her knowledge of public affairs, 
or any bias towards particular States in Europe, would be little 
qualified to succeed a monarch, bred up to meet, and to overcome, 
difiiculties in war and in politics, and deservedly considered to be 
the only potentate, able to counterbalance the projects, and 
encreased power, of France. 

This suspension of opinion was, in two days, happily dissi¬ 
pated ; for the Queen, in her first speech to Parliament, not 
only declared her resolution to maintain the religion, laws, and 
liberties of her kingdom, but that too much could not be done 
for the encouragement of her allies, and to reduce within 
bounds, the exorbitant power of France.O 

On the basis of this resolution, the Earl of Marlborough The Queen 

continues tlie 

was sent to the Hagme, with a declaration of the Queen’s adhe- measurei of 
° King Willi- 

rence to the Grand Alliance, and to obtain from the States am. ami ton- 

forms to the 

General, and from the Emperor, a separate article, recognising «rand Aih- 
the Queen’s right to the Crown of England/’*) 

This transaction was followed by a still more public mea¬ 
sure, founded on the treaty of Grand Alliance, or that two 
VOL. III. E months 


< 1 )—Lords' Journals, vol xvii, page 6S. 

(2)—Original Articles between the Queen, the Emperor, and the States General, dated 
12tli April 1702, explanatory of the Treaty of Grand Alliance of the 7tli September jyoi, 
with original Ratifications, by the Emperor and States General, dated 8th June 1702 and 
22d March 1702 - 3 . (State Paper Office ) 
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CHAP in months should be allowed to Louis XIV. to retract his ac- 
Jniroduciton. eeptance of the Spanish Crown, for his grandson; and, should 
he refuse to agree to this proposition, the three contracting 
Powers were to declare war against France and Spain, (as 
adhering to its allegiance to the Duke of Anjou) on the May 
1702.(» 

On this occasion, the King of Prussia renewed his accession 
to the Grand Alliance, on the same terms as with his late 
Majesty; as did the Princes of the House of Brunswick, and 
the other Germanic Powers.<*) 

The plans adopted by the Allies, for bringing their ar¬ 
mies to act, in such extensive fields as Flanders, Germany, 
and Italy, will derive illustration, from the military events by 
which they were followed, and shew the grounds upon which 
the treaties and conventions, entered into in the subsequent 
years, proceeded; as these military events are the subjects of 
general history, it is necessary, only, to refer to them, as the 
source of those political measures, which, in the subsequent 
campaigns, were founded on them. 

Treaties be- The alliance of Portugal was eagerly sought after by these 
Lm^d," Portu- great contending interests; by France, to secure Spain on that 
duke Charies frontier, and by the Allies, to open access to the Archduke 


(1) —Original Agreement between the Allies, to declare war on the same Day, dated 
18th April 1702 . (State Paper Office ) 

(2) —Original Renewal of the Act of Accession of the King of Prussia, as a Member 

of the Grand Alliance, dated J4th April 1702 .-Original Act of Accession of Rudolph 

Duke of Wolfcmbuttle, as a Member of the Grand Alhanee, 21st April 1702. (State 
Prtper Office.) 
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Charles, to take possession of the Spanish dominions; a conven- chap hi. 
tion, therefore, was concluded, on the 2d May 1703, as the 
basis of a more general treaty, between the Archduke Charles, q®, 

(as King of Spain,) and Portugal, specifying that Portugal was o'>- 

prepared to enter into negotiations, for becoming a party in the 
Grand AUiance.(*> 

This preliminary convention explains the treaty between the 
Emperor, the States General, the King of Portugal, and the 
Queen, dated the 16th May 1703, by which the King of Por¬ 
tugal became a party in the Grand Alliance.(^> 

By a secret article it was stipulated, that, besides cessions 
in Europe, by Spain, in favour of Portugal, the north side of 
the Rio de la Plata should be the boundary of the possessions 
of both kingdoms in South America. 

On the 3d July 1703, a defenshe alliance was formed, 
between the Queen, the States General, and the King of Por¬ 
tugal, by which the contracting parties guaranteed the safety of 
their respective possessions. By this treaty it was explained, that 
the convention which placed Bombay among the possessions 
of England, should be interpreted agreeably to its spirit, and 
that the Portuguese ships should have the same access to 
E 2 Malacca, 


(1) —Original Convention between the Almirante of Castile and the Imperial Amhaa* 
aador, for bringing Portugal into the Grand Alliance, dated at Lisbon, 2d May 1/03, with 
(he original Ratifications. (State Paper Office 1 

(2) —Original Treaty of Offensive and Defensive Alliance, between the Emperor, the 
Queen, the States General, and Portugal, against France and Spam, concluded at Lisbon, 
l6tb May 1703, with the original Secret Articles and Ralificationi. (State Paper Office ) 
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CHAP III Malacca, as those of the other European nations trading to 

Iniroductton. thc Ea&t-IlldieS.^*^ 

The Queen and the States General, at this period, more 
fully to mark their determination to resist the aggrandizement of 
France, by the indirect annexation of Spain, renewed their 
treaty of Offensive and Defensive Alliance, on the 3d June 1703, 
in terms which might completely remove any difficulties or 
embarrassments, in the interpretation of former treaties 
between the two countries, made in periods when each, or 
when both, were in circumstances, different from those of the 
existing emergencies in Europe. 

By this treaty it was agreed, that a mutual guaranty of 
the possessions of England and Holland, by land and sea, in 
Europe, and abroad, should be given ; and that all the treaties 
between England and Holland, from the Treaty of Breda, in 
1667, to the treaty of Alliance, of the 11th November 1701» 
should be incorporated, renewed, and confirmed, by this treaty 

This treaty, between the Queen and the States, was prepara* 
tory to a renewal of the treaty of Defensive Alliance, between 
England, Holland, and Sweden, which was concluded at the 
Hague, on the 16th August 1703.W 

A 

(1) —Original Defensive Alliance between Great Britain, Hulljtid, and Portugal, con¬ 
cluded at Lisbon, 3d July 1/03. (State Papci Office.) 

(3)—Original Treaty between Great Britain and the States General, for renewal of 
former Treaties, concluded at Westminster, 30th June 17 OJ, with original Ratification by 
the States General (State Paper Office.) 

(3)—Ordinal Treaty of Alliance between England, Holland, and Sweden, and Sepa¬ 
rate Article, dated at the Hague, l6tb August 1703. (Stale Paper Office.) 
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A particular treaty of Commerce was, at this time, formed, chap.iii, 
between England and Portugal, dated the 27th December 1703, 
by which it was agreed, that the prohibitions which had, hitherto, 
been in force against the importation of English woollen-cloths 
into Portugal, should be annulled; and that, in return, the 
wines of Portugal should be admitted into England, on pay¬ 
ment of one-third less duty than the wines of France, but with 
this explanation, that if a higher duty should be imposed on 
those wines, the importation of British woollens into Portugal 
should again be prohibited. This treaty is the more memorable, 
from being the foundation of that strict and profitable commer¬ 
cial intercourse between both kingdoms, which has subsisted for 
so many years, and has been the source of the extension of the 
British woollen trade, not only into Portugal itself, but into its 
foreign possessions, and of introducing the Portuguese wines 
into Britain, and thus encouraging the staple products of both 
countries, 

During the campaign of 1704, the Duke of Savoy receded 
from his French connexion, and became a paity in the Grand 
Alliance, and a Subsidiary Treaty was entered into with him, on 
the 4th August 1704, on the part of the Emperor, the Queen, 
and the States General. The King of Prussia, at this junctuie, 
agreed to send a body of troops into Italy, to act in conjunction 
with the troops of the Empire, and of Savoy 

Duiing 

(1) —Original Ratification, by the King of Portugnl, of aTieaty with Great Riitain, 

concluded at Lisbon, 27th Oeceinber 1703, for admitting British Woollen Manufactures 
into Portugal (State Paper Office.) ' 

(2) —Original Treaty between Great Britain and the Duke of Savoy, for admitting the 
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CHAP Ill. During the years 1704, 1705, and VJOQ, the Emperor, the 

introduciinn Queen, and the States General, by a series of Subsidiary Treaties, 

Reference to 

the Event* in broufi-Iit large armies to act in Flanders, on the Rhine, in 

the progress o o 

j'Vwar^*”'" Italy, and in Portugal, all bearing on the great object 

of dividing the power of France, and recovering Spain to a 
branch of the Imperial Family, the more eilectually to balance 
the powers of Europe, and establish the liberties of the whole. 

These treaties, however important, and however memo¬ 
rable the wars and victories of the Duke of Marlborough, had 
rather a reference to the Balance of Power, than to that of 
trade; and as they did not affcet, in any degree, the commerce 
of England, or of Holland, in the East-Indies, need only to be 
referred to, as events influencing the parties in the Grand 
Alliance, and the conduct of the Queen, in encouraging com¬ 
merce and navigation. 

Effects in- As, in 1707, it became necessary to find new resources, to 

produced in enable the Allies, particularly England, to embody a force, 

trade by the , r, . ~ , 

Treaty of capable of acting in Spain, a commercial treaty was formed, 

Barcelona 

between Charles and the Queen, for the encouragement of com¬ 
merce between the two countries, and tending to throw the 
balance of trade in favor of England. This treaty was dated 
at Barcelona, on the 10th July 1707* and fixed the duties on 
English merchandize, at seven per cent., comprehending the 
imports from Morocco to Spain, in' English bottoms, under the 
general description of English merchandize, and specifying that 

prize 

latter as a party ia the Grand Alliance, concluded at Turin, 4tb August 1704. (State Paper 
Office.) 
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pri 2 e goods, taken by English ships, should be deemed English 
commodities.^*) 

On the same day, a secret treaty was formed between the 
Queen and Charles, for opening the commerce to the Indies, 
to a Company, composed of Spanish and British subjects, 
of which Cadiz was to be the emporium; which stipulated, 
that should the efforts of this Company be rendered imprac¬ 
ticable, either in forming establishments, or supporting com¬ 
mercial enterprizes, from the Duke of Anjou having posses¬ 
sion of the ports of Spain, more immediately engaged in 
this trade, five thousand tons of British shipping should be 
permitted to proceed to the Spanish Indies, under the protec¬ 
tion of ships of war (these ships of war being excluded from 
trading), and that they should annually return to Spain, as 
the traders of that kingdom, but be subject only to the du¬ 
ties imposed on the Spanish merchants; and that' this privi¬ 
lege of trade, in a particular manner, should exclude, in fu¬ 
ture, the subjects of France, who were declared inadmissible 
to any share or participation in it;—but it was not till the 9th 
January 1708, that the ratification of this treaty was obtained 
from Charles.^*) 

The 

(1) .-Onginal Treaty of Alliance and Commerce, between Great Britain and Spam, 
concluded at Barcelona 10th July IfO^, with original Ratification by Charles ill,. King of 
Spam. (State Paper Office.) 

(2) —Original Secret Treaty between Great Britain and Spain, relative to the E<i»t- 
Indu Trade, concluded at Barcelona, 10th July 170“, with original Ratification by Chailcs 
III., King of Spain. (State Paper Office ) 


CHAP. III. 

IntTO^uiton, 
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CHAP III. The disastrous events in the campaign of 1707, particu- 
Jntrodttctton, larly the fatal battle of Almanza, and the partial truce between 
the Imperialists and French in Italy, gave a new aspect to the 
war, by exciting those jealousies, which could not have been 
foreseen from the brilliant successes in the preceding cam- 
pmgns; and the convention between the Duke of Marlborough 
and Prince Eugene, on the part of the Queen and the Emperor, 
proved, that resources of greater extent, and auxiliaries more 
numerous, were required, to obtain the objects of the war in 
their full extcnt.<‘> 

This review of the commercial and political connections of 
Great'Britain, during the important period from the Revolution 
to the establishment of the United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the East-Indies, has discovered the 
successive powers of the Crown and of the Legislature, to 
grant privileges of trade to the East-Indies, and references 
to these treaties, during each year, will unfold the sources of 
the applications of the two Companies, for support and pro¬ 
tection, and the wisdom of forming an union between Asso¬ 
ciations, whose inefiectual opposition to each other endangered 
the loss of the East-India trade to England. 

Reference to I" preceding chapter, a review was taken of the poli- 
In pre’.' tic^l and commercial relations of England with the Maritime 

Powers 

(1)—Original Convention between tbe Duke of Marlboroogli and Prince Eugene, for 
four thousand Impellal Troopi to serve in Catalonia, concluded at the Hague, 14th April 
1708. (State Paper Office.) 
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Powers of Europe^ and a corresponding review of the countries chap. in. 
within the East-India Company’s limits ; and, with this prcliini- 

‘ ^ * tLi, of the 

nary information, the Annals of the London East>India Company hikI 

■' * •' comtntrcitl 

were traced, after ascertaining the protection or interruptions J'/’p 
which their rights and trade might receive in England, and the 
difficulties which they had to encounter and surmount, in the f"’*? 

• ’ twenty yejm 

East-Indics ; we were thus prepared to examine and appreciate Aurung-” 
the value of their services to the navigation and commerce of 
the kingdom. 

In this Chapter we have followed the same arrangement, as 
far as regarded Europe; but have only to make a reference, as 
far as regards the East-Indies, to the political characters of the 
countries within the Company’s limits, delineated in the Intro¬ 
duction to the preceding Chapter. 

In England, three epochas, or the establishment of the Lon¬ 
don Company, the restoration of their privileges, and the events 
which led to the Union of the London and English Companies, 
point out the marked periods in the progress of Indian Affiiirs; 
but, in the East-Indics, from the Restoration to the Revolution, 
and from this ara, to the Union of the two Companies, by the 
Award of Lord Godolphiu, one great political and commercial 
fact, only, occurs, or the memorable reign of Aurungzebe. it 
was the power of this Mogul which, alone, could affect the Com¬ 
pany’s Settlements abroad, because the principal seats of their 
trade, or Bombay and Surat and their dependencies, and Fort 
St. George and its subordinate Factories, either on the Coroman¬ 
del Coast or in Bengal, were situated in his empire; for, as yet, 

VOL. III. F efforts 
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CHAP III. efforts, only, were making in the West of India, to restore the 
Introduction, trade in the Gulf of Persia, and to form exchanges in the Gulf 
of Aiabia, and eastward of Hindostan (Bantam being lost, and 
the Company excluded from the Spice Islands) the trade was 
but opening in Sumatra, and irregular experiments projecting, 
to obtain an intercourse with the countries bordering on the 
China Seas. 

With the information, therefore, to be drawn from the 
leading events in the political and commercial state of Europe, 
and from the leading political and commercial events in the coun« 
tries within the Company’s limits, we are prepared to examine 
the Annals of the East-lndia Company, from the Revolution to 
the Union of the two Companies; an event which gave a de¬ 
cided character to the East-lndia affairs of the kingdom. 



CHAPTER III. 


REVIEW OF THE ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE EAST-INDIA 
COMPANY. FROM THE REVOLUTION, IN l688-8<), TO THE 
UNION OF THE LONDON AND ENGLISH EAST-INDIA COM¬ 
PANIES, IN 1707-8. 


CONTENTS. 

1689-go.— East-Imlia chairs influenced hy the change in the CHAP III. 
Government of England, and hy the consolidation of the Mogul Coments. 

Empire . The instructions of the Court, in this season, directed 

to three ohjects: . to the ah idgenient of their equipments j. 

to the establishment of the Company, as an Independent Power in India; 

. and to oppose the scheme of the Interlopers nmhing applications 

to Parliament for the establishment of a new East-India Com¬ 
pany . Resolution of the House of Commons on this application 

of the Interlopers . Company determine to petition Pai liament 

F a for 








36 AKNALS OF THE HONORABLE 

CHAP. 111. j'off an Act, to coi}firm their Charter and privileges . Interlopers 

Contenti. ^ stock of jOlBOfiOO for a new Company. 

Jiecapitulation of events in the Company's foreign Settlements, 
during the preceding seasons. 

1690-91 .—Court endeavour to obtain an Act of Parliament to 

counteract their commercial opponents. . Commercial instructions 

to the Presidency of Surat .... Mr. Harris appointed President of 

Surat and Governor of Bombay . Instructions for reviving the 

Persian trade, and recovering the arrears of customs at Gotnbroon. 
. Orders to Fort St. George, to reduce the military establish¬ 
ments, and to suspend theforming of new Factories . One Factory 

only to be continued in Bengal, and Agent Charnock empowered to 
dismiss any of the Company's servants in Bengal, without appeal. 

. . York Fort, at Benwolen, to be strengthened, and the Factory 

at Indrapore withdrawn. 

Mr. Harris proclaimed Governor of Bombay, and Mr. JFeldon 

Deputy Governor . Mr. IFeldons report on the state if affairs at 

Bombay, and the measures required to place it in a respectable state of 

defence . The Jesuits' lands at Bombay seized, for having assisted 

the Siddee in the invasion of the Island. . The Mogul agrees to 

pay the English eighty tlumsand rupees, as a compensation for the 

goods plundered during the tear. . King's Declaration of War 

against 
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against France proclaimed at Surat . Persicm trade obstructed by Ci^ P m . 

the Dutch, and payment of customs at Gombroon postponed. . Coatenti. 

Presidency of Fort St. George propose a new Phirmaund should be 
obtained for Madras and Bengal ...... Trade at the Fort at a stand, 

and Mr. Chamock sent to Bengal, to resettle Factories, on the 

basis of a new Phirmaund. . Declaration of War against France 

proclaimed at Fort St. George, and an indecisive action between the 
allied Dutch and English squadrons, and the French feet. 

l6dl>92 .—House of Commons refer the Company's claims, and 
those of the Interlopers, to the King . Court ascribe the war with 


the Mogul to the interferences of the Interlopers. . Bombay ordered 

to be again made the chief seat of Government. . Court approve oj 


the seizure of the Jesuits' lands . Courts answer to the memorial 

of the Portuguese Envoy, relative to the military services of the inha¬ 
bitants of Bombay . Measures for encreasing the military esta¬ 
blishment of Bombay.. - Commercial instructions for the season 

. Persian trade to be promoted, by encouraging the Armenian 

merchants . Mr. Yale distmssed, and Mr JJigginson appointed 

President of Fort St. George . Sir John Goldesborough appointed 

Commissary General and Supervisor of the Company's affairs in 
India . Directions respecting the buildings and revenues of Ma¬ 
dras . Regulations for the Court of Aldermen at Madras . 


Factories 
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CHAP III. Factmnes at Commcre and Cuddahre withdrawn, and a new Settlement 
Contents, pn,.chased at Jegnapatam . Retrenchment of the military esta¬ 
blishment at Fort St. George . Bengal to he again subordinate 

to the Fort, after Mr. Chamocks death or removal . A military 

guard to he formed at Bencoolen . Meamtes of the Agent at 

lonquin disapproved. 

An embargo ordered at Surat, on Europe shipping, and a guard 
placed on the Englhh Fax toty Bombay defenceless, from the re¬ 
duced state of the gat tison ... . Commercial distresses of this Presi¬ 
dency . Military operations in the Carnatic, between the armies of 

Aurungube and the Hindoo Ptinces . Foit St. David, or Tegna- 

patam, fortified ,... . Trade in Bengal re established, and the Agency 

ficcil at Chutanuttee . Affairs at Bencoolen and Tomjuin in this 

seamt. 

1 Gy2-93 .—The dtjiciency of intelligence from India affects the 

Courfs •instructions to their foreign Settlements . Equipments, 

stock, and commercial instructions of the,season . Some young men 

sent to Ispahan, to acquire the Persian and Armenian languages. 

The nh'-lnutum of the passage of the Pilgrims, from Surat to 
Mi'ica, the source of the peace granted by the Mogul to the English. 

. The Ftench feet capture one of the Company's ships 

Trade depressed by the InterUrpers, English Pirates, and Permission 

Ships . 
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Ships . The revival of the Courts of Admralfp and Judicature at CHAP.m . 

Bombay prevented by the dejenceless state of the garrison . Contenn. 

Duplicity of the Armenians^ in thei*‘ transactions with the Presidency 

(f Surat . Arrival of Sir John Goldesborough at Madras...... 

Advantages taken of the dissentions at Bencoolen by the Dutch. 

. Sir John Goldesborough's plan for the improvement (f the 

Settletnent at Bencoolen . Mutir^ at St. Helena, in which 

Governor Johnston was killed .... . Captain Keeling appointed Go. 
vemor of the Island. 

1693-94. —New Charier to the East..India Company, fth October 

1693 (5 fVilliam and Mary) . Substance of this Chatter . 

Company enter into an obligation to export .£'150,000 (f British ma~ 
mfactures ....Additional Charter, of Wth November \Gq 3 , for 
augmenting the Company's stuck,for dining their term, and .specifying 

the qualifications of Proprietors to vote at General Courts . The 

new Subscription of jC 7 ■^ 4,000 completed. . Court'\ memorial, ex¬ 
plaining the plans of the Interlopers . Sir John Goldesborough 

appointed General in India, and Sir John Gayer Lieutenant General 

and Governor of Bombay . Sir John Gayer s in.st nations .... 

Equipments, stock, and commercial orders, for the season . Military 

instructions for Bombay . Civil establishment in Persia augmented. 

...... English cloth consigned to the Armenian merchants, to be bar¬ 
tered 
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CHAP III. tered for Persian silk . Mired instructions to Madras and Bengal. 

Contents, . House of Commons pass a vote, declaring the right of aU 

Englishmen to trade to the East-Indies, unless prohibited bp Act of 

Parliament . Company's establishments on the Coast to he confined 

to Fort St. George, Fort St. David, and Fizagapatam . Separate 

instruc/imts regarding the revenue of Fort St. David. . Bengal 

(after Mr. Ckamock's death) again rendered subordinate to Fort St, 

George, and Mr. Ellis appointed Agent . Avesselsent to Amoy, to 

male another experiment of trade in China. 

The trade of the European merchants of Surat prohibited, in conse¬ 
quence of Surat ships being captured by English pirates . Measures 

of Sir John Goldesborough, for improving the Company's affairs on the 

Coromandel Coast, . and in Bengal. . His application to the 

Governor of Ilughly, to obstruct Captain Pitt, an Interloper. . 

Death of Sir John Goldesborough . Plot of Dr. Blackwell, to 

deliver Fort St. David to Zulfaker Khan, the Mogul General. . 

Several Factories on the Coast withdrawn . The Prince's Nishdn 

for coining money at the Fort received. . The Omrfs orders for 

improving the Corporation at Madras impracticable . Situation of 

nfi'airs at Bcncoolen. 

i 6()4-I)5 .—Additional Charter granted to the Compary, specifying 

regulations for the management of their affairs . Plan for the 

correspondence 
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correspotidence with the Court, and appointment of a secret Committee CH \r ill 

for shipping . Commercial orders for Surat, Mocha, and Persia. 

. The price of English cloths ordet'cd to he raised in Persia, in 

consequence of the capture of the EngUsk and Dutch Turkey fleets hy 

the French . Instructions for Coast and Bay general, front the 

dispatches being lost in the Berkeley Castle.... Precautions to he 
taken at Fort St. George and Fot t St. David, should the French land 
on the Coromandel Coast .... A Post Office and Insurance Office to 
be established at Madras ... . Chutanuttee Jived on, as the Company's 

chiif residence in Bengal. . Free trade permitted at Bencoolen, oh 

payment of the Company's duties. 

Death of President Harris, and succession of Mr. Anneslcy . 

Sir John Gayer's report on the state of affairs at Bombay . Per¬ 
mission obtained to form a fortified Settlement at Anjengo . The 

Company's credit lowered, by the conduct of IFhite, the Interloper. 

. Difficulties, from the want of stock, and from the Company's 

great debts . The death of the King of Persia checks trade, till 

the Companjs privileges should be confirmed hy his successor, Sultan 

Ilossein . Formidable naval power of the Arabs at Muscat . 

Doubtful character of the Armenian Merchants in Persia, to whom the 
English cloths had been consigned. . Mr, Eyre, the Agent in Ben¬ 

gal, dbtains an order from the Mogul, for removing the embargo on 
European trade. 


VOL. III. 


G 


16*55 g6. 












42 


ANNALS OP THE HONOEABLB 


CHAPjn. 1 695 - 96 .—Unsuccessful efforts of the Company to obtain an Act oj 

Contents, Parliament for confirming their privileges; . and for suppressing 

the Interlopers . Establishment of an East-India Company^ by 

Act oJ Parliament, in Scotland, with extensive privileges . 

Court apprehensive, that this Compmiy might qffoj'd new subterfuges 

to the Intel lojiers .. Sir John Gayer's authority confirmed, hut 

under new instructions . Court's orders, regarding their affairs 

in Persia . No new Settlements to he formed on the Coromandel 

Coast, till the Company's privileges should be settled hy Act of Parli¬ 
ament .Jo//f Fort, at Bencoolen, placed under the control of 

Fort St. George. 

Distressed situation of Surat, fiom an apprehended attach hy the 

Ram-Rajah; . and of civil war, from the expected death (f Au- 

rungzebe .... The Company's Factory at Surat seized hy the Gtwernor, 
on a large Interloping ship becoming pirate, and capturing vessels con¬ 
veying pilgrims to Judda and Mocha . English trade at Surat at a 

stand. . Sir John Gayer offers to he responsible fiyr the safety of the 

pilgrims, between Surat and Mocha . The Mogul orders the em¬ 

bargo cm trade to be continued, till the pirates be captured ..... A 
Faheel sent with presents to the Mogul, to vindicate the Company, and 

to solicit a Phirinaund. . The FVench and Dutch endeavour to get 

the embargo removed from their ships . Governor if Surat post¬ 

pones executing the Moguls order to remove the embargo, without 

farther 
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farther instructions . The large French and Dutch fleets in the CHAP III. 

Indian Seas obstruct the trade . Military establishment at Bom- 

hay, from the low state of the revenue, to he farther reduced . 

The Fort at Anjengo built . Trade in the two Gulfs pi evented 

by the pirates . Failure of the project of selling English cloth 

in Persia, through the Armenian merchants . Encrensing naval 

power of the Arabs at Muscat . No intelligence, this seasmi, 

from Fort St. George, Bengal, or Rencoolen. 

1696 - 97 .—The difficulty of raising supplies for the war against 
France, facilitates the schemes <^' the Private Merchants and Interlopers 
against the Company ... . The consideration of the East-India trade 
suspended, by its interfering with the plan of raising supplies by a Land 

Bank . Equipment, stock, and orders fur the season .... 3Ie- 

morial of the Court to the Ijords Justices, on the depredations of the 

pirates in the Indian Seas . Court approve of Sir John Gayci V 

offer to convey the pilgrims to Mocha and Judda; . ami of forti¬ 
fying Anjengo . Court continue their confidence in the Armenian 

merchants in Persia . The Sumatra trade to be encouraged, Petti- 

polee resettled, and the trade, between the Fort and Chimi, promoted. 

. The forming a Court of Judicature in Bengal to he postponed. 

. Instructions for the Agents at Bencoolen. 

G 2 


Political 
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CHAP III Political weakness of ike Mogul Empire at this period, and pror- 

Content*, oj a civil war . The English at Surat released, and the 

Company's property restored, hut the embargo continued . The In- 

terhping system terminating in piracy, depresses the Company's trade. 

. The Governor of Surat restrains the trade of the French, Dutch, 

andEnglish . An etnhargo laid on the ships all European natmis, 

at Surat, on the appearance of several pirates in the Gulf of Arabia, 

and on the Malabar Coast . The crews of two of the Company's 

ships mutiny, murder their officers, and turn pirates . The country 

ships taken hy the pirates . Sir John Gayer again offers to convoy 

the pilgt bus to Mocha ... . Reduced situation, at this crisis, of the 

garrison at Bombay . King of Persia asks the assistance of the 

EngtiJi, against the Arabs, and, in return, offers to give Pliinnaunds 
for trade . Agent Owen obtains a Phirmaund for arrears of cus¬ 
toms . Trade at Fart St. George at a stand, from losses hy the 

pirates, and from the war in the Carnatic . Trade in Bengal im¬ 
peded, by the revolt of the Rajah, Subah Sing . Improving state 

of the Settlement at Bencoolea. 

1^97 98 .—Application to the King for authority to extirpate the 

pirates, and to bring them to trial in India . Equipment and stock 

for the season ; and instructions to Sir John Gayer, to form, with the 

Dutch, a squadron, to convoy the pilgrims, and protect trade. . 

Mr. 
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Mr. TYiamas Pitt appointed Gw>ei'mr of Fori St. George^ and to act, CHAP iir 

for twelve mmths, independcnHif of Sir John Gaper . lastruetums Couteiits 

for soliciting Phirmaumk, in the event of Aunmgzebe's death . 

Court fix the value of nvoney coined at tMr Settlements . New 

Phirmauiids to be solicited in Persia, and Ispahan made there sidence 

of the Agent . Particular instructions to Governor Pitt, on the 

revenues of Madras, on the Courts of Judicature, and for suppressing 

the Interlopers . Equipments and stoch jor the season . 

Factory at Chutanuttee to be fortified, and the eTpences paid by 

the inhabitants . Bencookn to be opened to the private Country 

Traders. 

political aspect of the 3Iogul Empire at thi^ period .... Phir~ 
mounds precarious, from the state of the Government, and the increase 

of the pirates . Harsh proceedings of the new Governor 0 / Surat. 

. Alat ming increase of pirates in the Indian Seas . Sir John 

Gayer recommends an application to the King, for authority to try and 

condemn the pirates in India . Offer of the Grand Seignior to 

convoy the Mocha feet refused by the Mogul . Bombay, under 

these circumstances, in a hazardous situation . Sir John Gayer 

offers his resignation, and reprobates President Annesley's conduct, 

. Substance of Phirmaunds renewed and obtained in Persia, 

The Armenians oppose the Companffs export of 

silk 


in this season. 
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CHAP in. silk at Gombroon . Offer of accommodation, on one of the 

Cuuients Company a ships, to the Persian Ambassador proceeding to the Court 

of the Mogul . Treacherous conduct of the Armenian Merchants 

in the sale of English cloth . Measures of Mr. Barwell, on 

being appointed Chief Agent in Persia . Trade at Fort St. 

George impeded, by the war in the Carnatic, and by the increased 

number of the pirates . The Agent in Bengal sends an Envoy to 

Prince Azim, at Burdwan, to solicit protection . The investment 

obstructed by the Dutch ami Interlopers ...... Company*s trade at 

Bencoolen on the increase. 

1698 - 99 .— London Companv. Retrospect of the difficulties 
against which the London East-lndia Company had struggled, 

from their establishment to this period. . Arrangement to be 

observed, in tracing the Annals <f the two East-lndia Companies, 

. Events which led to the establishment of a New East-lndia 

Company. . The project of a Land Bank, to raise a supply 

for the Government, impracticable . The Lmdon Company 

(ffer to raise X 700 , 000 , at four per cent., for the public service. 

. The Private Merchants offer to raise f2,000,000, at eight 

per cent., which is accepted, and a Bill irUroduced in their favour. 
. Arguments of the London Company against this Bill, and an¬ 
swers of the Private Merchants ,..... Instructions to Sir John Gayer 

while 
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while the Bill was pending . ^ct passed, incorporating the Private CHAP m. 

Merchants, hy the name oj the General Society trading to the EasU 

Indies . Tlw London Company, as a Corporation, subscribe to this 

new stock . Commercial instructions to their Agents, to counteract 

the schemes of the new Association . The King incorporates the 

General Society, hy the name of the English East-Tndia Company. 

. Substance of the privileges of the English Company . The 

stock of this Company rapidity declines in value.. . . The London 

Company make a call of tivenfy jive per cent, on their Proprietors. 

. 'The offer of the English Company, to coalesce with the 

Landm Company, rejected.. . The London Company propose 
sending Dr Davenant to TiuUa, to check the measures of Sir 
Williani Norris,.,. General commercial instriictiom of the Lon¬ 
don Company, on this occasion ... . Sir John Gayer instructed to 
obtain a Phinnaund from the Mogul, in Javvur of the London 

Company. . Commodore Warren sent with a squadron against 

the pirates . Equipments, stock, and commeicial instructions of 

the London Company, Jar the season. . .. President Annesley 
dismissed, and Mr. Colt appointed President of Surat. .. . The 

attempt to acquire new Pkirmaunds in Persia to he postponed. . 

Instructions to Fort St. George to re-occupy the stations on the Coro¬ 
mandel Coast . General comihercial instructions to Fort St. 

George . Bengal again made independent^ of Fort St. Georgs, 

and 
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CHAP.Tir, and commercial instructions to the Agent . Regulations to he 

Contents observed at St, Helena, 

The convulsed state of the Mogul Government renders the applica¬ 
tion for Phirmaunds a less important object . Captain Kidd forms 

the pirates into squadKms, and blockades both coasts of the Peninsula. 

. The Mogul lays an embargo on Surat, till compensation for 

losses from the pirates should he paid . Sir John Gayer compelled 

(with the French and Dutch) to‘ give Security Bands to this effect 
. Stations assigned to the English, Dutch, and French squa¬ 
drons, to clear the seas of the pirates . Critical situation of 

Bombay, and the Factories on the Malabar Coast, at this time . 

The Persian Phirmaunds enable the English to recover the arrears 
of customs, and procure a quantity of silk,,. .. The Armenians in 

Pertffc again unfaUlful to their engagements. . First effects of 

the intelligence, respecting the English Company, on the Presidency 

of Fort St, George . Nishdn granted hjf the Prince, for the 

tovon of Ckutamittee and a^aceni lands. 

English Company — Recapitulation of the Act, constituting the 
English East-India Company ...... Their Court of Directors copy the 

constitution of’ the London East India Company . Sir William 

Norris appointed Ambassador to the Mogul, and the Presidents of the 
English Company vested with the rank of King's Consuls for the 

English Nation . Sir Edward Littleton appointed Consul and 

President 
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President in Bengal. . Rank, salaries, and privileges of the CHAP tir 

servants of the English Company . Their frst equipments and Contenti 

stock for Coast and Bap . Mr. John Pitt appointed President 

and Consul for the Coast of Coromandel, and Ins instructions. . 

A Settlement to he formed on the Island of Borneo . Sir 

Nicholas PFaite appointed President and Consul at Surat, and 

his instructions . Sir Nicholas fFaite authorized to advance 

j6’20,000 to Sir IVilltam Norris ...... Equipments and stock amsigned 

to Surat. 

1699-1700. —London Company. —Counparative situation of the 
London and English East-India Companies.. .. Financial and 
commercial measures of the London Company, to preserve their 

credit and trade . The overtures of the English Company, for 

an Union, rejected by the London Company . Instructions to 

their foreign Settlements, to prevent their being intimidated by the 
establishment of the English Company. . London Company obtain 


an Act of Parliament for continuing them a Corporation . I'ko 

King recommends an Unwn of the two Companies . Effect oj 


the Act, for prohibiting the importation of silks and calicoes, on 

the London Company's instructions . Equipments and stock of 

the London Company for this season. . Public instructions to 

Sir John Gayer, for Bombay and Surat . Separate in- 

VOL. in. H structions 
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CHA P II I structions to Sir John Gayer . The orders to the Agents in 

Coiuenti. foutided on t}ie Phirmmnds obtained in the preceding season. 

. Instructions to President Pitt, at Fort St. George, to refuse 

any assistance to the English Comjiany's Agents . Chutanuttee 

constituted a Presidency. . Sir Charles Eyre appointed President 

of Chutanuttee, with orders to build Fort William . A new 

Council appointed for the Presidency of Fort William . In¬ 
structions to the Agents at Bencoohn . First regular equipments 

and stock sent direct to Canton. 

Embarrassments at Bombay and Surat, from the prospect of a 

civil war for the succession; . from the hostile preparations of 

the Hindoo Powers to re-asseri their independence; . and from 

the appointment of a new Governor of Surat . Alarm of the 

Presidency of Surat, on receiving intelligence of the establishment 

of the English Company, . The Governor of Surat inteiTogates 

the President and Council about the English Company, and forbids 

their leaving the port. . Arrival of Sir Nicholas Waite at 

Bombay, where his authority was disavotved by Sir John Gayer. 

. Sir Nicholas Waite arrives at Surat, and removes, by force, 

the fMndon Company's fag from their House . This violence 

resented by the Governor, as an insult to the Mogul. . President 

Colt refuses to acknowledge Sir Nicholas Waite's assumed superior 
authority . Trade at Surat, and on the Malabar Coast, sus¬ 

pended 
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pendedi from these events . The aspect of the Persian trade chap hi. 

unfavourable at the opening of the season . The King of Persia 

visits the English Factory at Ispahan, and confirms and enlarges all 

their Phirnvaunds . Substance <f the Agents petition to the 

Persian Minister on this occasion. . The Dutch solicit a visit if 


the King to their Factory, which is refused. . Honorary presents 

by the King of Persia to the Company's Agent . Critical situa¬ 


tion tf Fort St. George, from the opposition of the English Com¬ 
pany's Agents, and the devastations if the Mogul and Hindoo armies 

in its vicinity . Intemperate conduct ^ the English Company's 

Consul on his arrival at Madras . Consul Pitt fires the English 

Company's seat of trade at MasuUpatani, and desires that his au¬ 
thority might be recognized by the President of Fort St, George. 

. Sir William Norris arrives at Masulipatam, and notifies his 

character to the Governor, and to the President of Fort St. George, 

which both refuse to acknowledge . Sir Edward lAtllcton arrives 

in Bengal, and /ns authority, as Consul, rejected hy the London 
Company's Age its. 

English Company. —Relative pretensions of the English and 

London Companies at this juncture, . Contradictory accounts of 

the. value of the Ei^lish Company's stock, from those transmitted by 

the London Company to their servants . Equipments and stock 

of the English Company for Surat ..... Instructions to Consul Pitt, 
H 3 on 
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CHAP. Ill , on the Coromandel Coast . Instructions to Sir Edward Littleton^ 

Conteuts Bengal . Speadation of estakhshing a trade at the Island of 

Borneo, and connecting it with the China trade. 

The ruin of the two Companies, in India, tmlg prevented hy the 

relaxed state of the Mogul Ganemment . Proceedings of Sir 

Nicholas Waite, the English Companfs Consul at Surat . Sir 

Nicholas Waite addresses letters to the Mogul, charging the London 

Company with being parties in the piracies in India . Impartial 

conduct of Commodore Littleton . Sir Nicholas Waite obtains 

a Perwannah for trade at Surat, and prohibits the London Company's 

President from granting passes to the country ships . Precarious 

state of the Mogul power in the Carnatic, at this period. . Con¬ 

sul Pitt's intemperate proceedings at Masulipatam ...... Solicits a 

Perwannah for trade, till a Phirmaund should be procured . 

Premdent of Fort St. George refuses to submit to his authafrity, as 

Comul. . Jtrrival of Sir William Norris, and frst proceedings 

of the Embassy. . Sir William Norris directs Sir Nicholas 

• Waite to forward the present of ordnance to the Mogul. . Reports 

hy Sir William Norins and Consul Pitt on the state of the English 

Company's affairs . Sir Edward Littleton, in Bengal, prohibits 

Agent Beard from negotiating the London Company's affairs at the 
Durbar. 


J/00-1. 
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1700-1. London Company.— instructions of the Court to chap hi. 
their Foreign Settlements founded on the Company being continued 

a Body Corporate . Plan of sending Dr. Davenant to India 

unnecessaryt from the powers given to Sir John Gayer . Pirates 

to be tried in India ; and notice given to the Governor of Surat, that 

several had been executed in England. . The English Company 

seize the property, of Individuals in the London Company's ships 

for which the London Company obtain a verdict against them . 

dll private property, in future, to have the Company's mark on the 

packages . Court's orders for an investment affected by the 

Prohibition Act . Transactions between Mr. Sect'ctary Vernon 

and the two Companies, with a view to a coalition . Company's 

Captains authorized, by King's commissions, to seize pirates, and bring 

them to trial in India . Convoys to Judda to he refused, unless the 

Company are released from the Security Bomls . Commercial in~ 

structions to Sir John Gayer and President Colt . The King (f 

Persia to be solicited to encourage the exjmrtof raw-silk . Court's 

instructions to President Pitt, at Fort St. George, and their approba¬ 
tion of his conduct . Exemplification, under the Great Seal, of the 

Actjor continuing the London Company a Corporation, sent to Fort St. 

George . Equipments and stockfor Coast and Bombay . New 

ai'rangement for the correspondence of the foreign Settlements. . 

Mr. Gabriel Roberts appointed Supercargo for China, and on his return. 

Governor of Fort St, David. . General instructions for Bencoolen. 

.. Equipments 
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ni Equipments and stock for Bengal, and regulations for the naviga- 

Content* Ganges, . Direct trade to China increased, and 

connected, hy circuitous exchanges, imth the Peninsula of India. 

Phirmaunds to be solicited, nottcithstanding the relaxed state of 

the Mogul Government . Danger to the East-India trade, from 

the solicitations of the two Companies for privileges . The mis¬ 

representations of Sir Nicholas PFaite produce an order from the 

Mogul to stop the London Company's trade at Surat . Substance 

of correspondence, between Sir Nicholas IVaite and President Colt,on 

this occasion . The Governor of Surat continues to oppress the 

trade <f the London Company . Sir William Norris arrives at 

Surat, and by large bribes, obtains permission to make a public entry, 

.. ^. Sir John Gayer sends an Armenian Vikeel to Court . Sir 

William Norrisseizes two Members of the London Company's Coun¬ 
cil at Surat, and the Secretary, and delivers them prisoners to the 

Governor . Sir John Gayer, President Colt, and Council of Surat, 

seized hy order of the Mogul. . Sir John Gayer recommends with- 

drawiug the Ltmdon Company's Factory from Surat . Four ships 

sent to England with an investment...,, State of the Company's rights 

and trade in Persia . Measures of President Pitt, at Fort St. 

George, to resist the authority of the English Company's Ambassador 
and Consul .... New Agent and Council appointed for Mamlipa~ 

tarn . D^iency of information respecting Bengal and Bencoolen, 

English Company.— 
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English Company.— jTAe Engluth Contpany depressed, by the Act CHAP Hi 

Jbr continuing the London Company a Corporation . TheEngUsh 

Company recommend moderation towards the servants of the Ijondon 

Company . Sir Nicholas fVaite's intemperate conduct disapproved. 

. Equipments and stock of the English Company for Surat. 

. A Factory at MocJia pnyected. . The instructions to Consul 

Pitt recommend rather commercial rivalship, than assumption of 

authority, on the Coi'omandel Coast . Equipments, stock, and 

commercial instructions for this Coast . Equipments, stock, and 

commercial instructions, for Bengal. . Equipments, stock, and 

commercial instt actions for Borneo . Equipnents, stock, and 

commercial instructiom, for China. 

Principal events, affecting the English Company's interests in 
India, during this season ...... Measures of Sir IVilliam Norris 

and Sir Nicholas fFaite, in the progress of the Embassy, . Sir 

Nicholas JVaite's report on the political circumstances of the English 
Company at Surat . —IBs report on the commercial circum¬ 

stances of the English Company, at Surat and on the Malabar Coast, 

. Consul Pitt's report on his transactions with Sir IFiUiam 

Norris . —His report on the situation of the EnglUhCompanys 

trade on the Coromandel Coast . Sir Edward Littleton's report 

on his measures for seconding the efforts of the Ambassador, in so- 

liciting a Phirmaund. . —His report on the state of trade in 

Bengal. 
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CHAP. III. Bengal. . Report of President Catchpoole on the China trader 

Conieuts. ^ expediency qf fixing a Settlement at Pvdo Condore, 

1701-2. London Company. — The necemty of an Union between 

the two Companies becomes apparent to Parliament . The London 

Company propose ta Parliament to pay off the stock of the English 

Company at five per cent . A Committee of Seven appointed to 

manage the negotiations for an Union . Sir Basil Ftrebrace em¬ 
powered to adjust the terms of the Union . General terms of the 

Union agreed on . Report on the subject of the Union, by the 

Court, to their Foreign Presidencie-s . Separate instructions 

for Bombay and Surat, and eqaipmentt and .stock for the .iea.<ion. 

. Death of King William, and Accession of Queen Anne . 

The instructions to Persia varied, in the progress of the Union . 

Instructions to the Presidency <f Fort St. George, in consequence of 

the Union . Instructions to the Agent and Council at Bencoolen; 

. and to the Presidency of Bengal. . A direct trade to 

China formed, under the management of Supercargoes . Orders 

to the Governor of St. Helena, on the Union. 

The applications for Phirmaunds encrease the expences qf the 
London Company, by bribes to the Moguls Ministers . Sir Wil¬ 

liam Norris refuses to second the applications of Sir Nicholas Waite, 
for the imprisonment qf the London Company's servants at Surat. 

. Weak 
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Weak state of Bombay at this crisis . The investment, this CHAP in . 

season, inconsiderable, from the oppressions erperiencedhy the Company's 

servants at Surat . Report of President Pitt on the state of 

affairs on the Coromandel Coast ... . Trade in Bengal improved, 
in consequence of the Empeior's son being appointed Sabah of Bengal. 

. President Beard recommends the establishment of a trade 

between Bengal and China. 

English Company. The necessity of an Union attributed to 


the competitions between the two Companies in India . Equipment, 

stock, and instructions, for Surat, and orders to Sir William Norris 

to discontinue his applications for Plurmaunds . Equipments, 

stock, and instructions, for the Corommdel Coast . Equipments, 


stoi k, and instructions, for Bengal, and approbation of Sir Edward 

Littleton's conduct . Equipments, stock, ami instructions, for 

China, and appointment of a garrison for Pulo Cundorc. 

The probability of civil wais in India, renders' the speedi/ 
accomplishment of the Embassy necessary ... . Each of the English 
Company's Presidencies reaimmend to the Ambassador, to solicit Phir- 

maunds, suited to their respective situations . Relative circumstances 

of the Ambassador with the English Company's President at Suiatj 

. —with the President at Masulipatam ; . and with their 

President in Bengal. . Sequel of the pt ogress of the Enibasu/. 

. Order of the Procession at Sir William Norris's Audieiuc 

of the Mogul . Substance of the Phirmaunds' agreed to bi/ the 

VOL. m. I Miguh 
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CHAP lir. Mogul . The delivery of the Phirmaunds impeded hy the irregular 


Contents conduct of Sir Nicholas Waite . The Mogul desires the Governor 

of Surat, and Seid Sedula, to report which of the two Companies 

represented the English Nation . Reciprocal accusations of the 

Amhassador and of Sir N'icholas Waite .. The negoriation broken 
ojf, and passports demanded by the Ambassador .... Opinions of 
the English Company's Presidencies on the issue of the Embassy, 
Sir William Norris returns to Surat, and embarks far England. 

. Death of Sir William Norris, who leaves a narrative, 

explaining his conduct to the King and Court of Directors . 

Intemperate report of Sir Nicholas Waite on the failure if the 

Embassy . Report of Consul Pitt on the same subject, and on 

the Company's trade on the Coromandel Coast . Report of Sir 

Edward Littleton, on the same subject, and on the trade in Bengal. 
. Failure of the projected establishment at Chusan, in China. 

1702-3 London Company. —Preliminary measures adopted 

by the two India Companies for completing the Union . The 

Indenture Tripartite, equalizing the stock of the two Companies, 
considered as the Charter of Union ..... Trade to be carried on, 

for seven years, on the Charter of the English Company . 

Estimate of the value of the Dead Stock of the tuv Companies in 

India . The Company, if hr the expiration of seven years, to 

assume the tith of ** The United Company of Merchants of England 

“ trading 
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trading to the East-Indies . . . Spec^atkni of the Dead Stock of 

the two Companies, in the Indenture Quinque-partite . General 

instructions of the London Company to their Foreign Settlements, 

on the completion of the Unum . Tust men of wai sent to India 

to suppress the pirates .. .. Separate instructions to Sir John Gayer 

and President Colt on the Union . General instructions to 

President Pitt, at Fort St. George . Instructions for Bencoolen, 

now declared independent of Fort St. George . Instructions fot 

the Presidency of Bengal . Instructions for the Governor of 

St. Helena. 

Embarrassed .situation of the General at Bombay, ami the 
President at Surat, from the breaking out of the plague, and the 
appearance of a civil war.. .. President Pitfs favorable report 

on the state of trade on the Coromandel Coast . His memorable 

conduct, on receiving intelligence of the Union if the two Companies. 

. The Mogul orders all trade to he stopped in Bengal, and 

the Company's servants seized, till compensation should be made for 
the depredations of the pirates . . President Beards comparative 

statement of the rights and trade of the two Companies in Bengal. 

... Mr. Roberts's report on the China trade. 

English Company .—Account of the Union, as transmitted to Sir 
Nicholas fPaite, by the Court of Directors ... Equipments, stock, 

and instuctions for Surat . Equipments and stock consigned to 

Consul Pitt, now appointed Governor of Fort St. David.. Instruc- 
I 2 tions 
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ni //owA’ /o Sir Edward Littleton in Bengal ... . The failure of the spe- 
Contenii f^i,i(,tiun ai Borneo asntbed to Mr. Landen, who is disinmed the Com¬ 
pany's set'vice . Continuation of the priyects for trade in China. 

Sir Nicholas ITaite continues his aspersions of the Ambassador, 
and his violent proceedings against the London Company's servants; 

. but affects conciliation, after receiving intelligence of the Union. 

. Depressed situation of the English Compam/s affairs on the 

Coromandel Coast, at the time of receiving intelligence of the Union 

. Sir Edward Littleton's report on the state of ti adc in Bengal. 

. .. Precarious situation of the Settlement in the Island of Borneo 

. President Catchjioole's report on the China Trade of the 

English Company. 

1703 - 4 . The Annals of the East-India Company, in this season, 
require the same arrangement, as previously to the establishment of 

the English Company . Sir John Gayer appointed by the Court 

of Managers, to be General for the United Interest, and the Consular 

powers of Sir Nicholas Waite revoked. . General instructions to 

Sir John Gayer . Method of adjusting the separate stocks of the 

hvo Companies .... Equipments and instructions for the general trade. 

.... Separate orders of the London and English Cwnpanies for u hid¬ 
ing up their respective affairs. - An Agent sent to Persia, to 

settle the disputes among the London Company's servants . General 

orders to I resident Pitt, and separate orders to him, and to Consul Pitt. 

. London 
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. London Company's separate orders to tfie j 4 gent at Ben- CHAP 

coolen .... Instructions to Mr. Beard, in Bengal . Separate in- 

structions to Sir Edward Littleton, and secret orders to a Committee, to 
report on his proieedings .. .. Instructions to the /Igents at Chusan, 

Borneo, Sgc . Instructions to the Governor of St Helena. 

Similar arrangements for detailing the foreign events of this 
season adopted, as for the domestit instructions. .. . Opposite conduct 
of Sir John Gai/er and Sir Nicholas Waite, in complying with the 
orders if the Court of Managers . . . The London Company's 
servants at Surat, and the Dutch Agents, imprisoned, ami new 
Security Bonds extorted, in consequence of a Mocha ship being taken 
by a pirate . .. Death of Consul Pitt, and report of Pi esident 

Pitt, on the separate interests of the two Companies . . . IIis report 
on the state of trade at Bencoolen ..... Report, hy the Committee 
of Eight, on the stale of affairs in Bengal . .. Separate reports 
of the servants of the London and English Companies on this sufyecl. 

.. .. Trade, at this juncture, embarrassed, by the appearances 

of a civil war . Report on the state of trade at Borneo, Piilo- 

Condore, Chusan, and Amoy. 

1 / 04 - 5 . General orders of the Court of Managers, and separate 

orders of the two Companies . Mr. Presiotl appointed Agent 

in Persia, under particular instructions .... . Instructions to President 
Pitt, to make up the separate accounts of the two Companies . 


Orders 
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CHAP HI Orders to the Agent at Bencoolen to maJce up the separate accourU 
Content* ^ London Company . ... Commissioners to be sent to Bengal, 

to report on the conduct of the Presidents of both Companies . 

The China trade narrowed, and the Factory at Pub Condore to 
be withdrawn. 

Treacherous conduct of Sir Nicholas tPaite, in consequence of 
his provisional appointment as Genet al, should Sir John Gayer 
continue in prison.. . . Sir John Gayer, and the London Company's 
servants, closely imprisoned by the Governor of Surat, from the 

misrepresentations of Sir Nicholas IVaite . Remonstrance of 

Commodore Harland, and the Deputy Governor of Bombay, on this 

occasion . Evasive report of Sir Nicholas fFdife to the Cuuif 

on this .subject ..... Sir Nichobs IFaite takes poss€.s.sion of Bombay, 
and appoints Mr. Aislabie Deputy Governor . II'is report on the 

state of trade in Persia, and on the Malabar Coast . His report 

on the internal state of Bombay . The Dutch, by bbekading 

Surat, obtain a promise of rebase from the Security-Bonds . 

The Queen's fleet returns to England. . Agent Lock's report 

on the trade in Persia ... . President Pitfs report on the trade 

on the Coromandel Coast . Ills opinion on the effect of rendering 

Bencoolen independent of Fort St. George . Favorable report of 

the United Council, on the United and Separate Interests in Bengal. 

. Report on the Settbmenis at Banjar-Massin and Pulo-Omdore. 

. Report of the United Interests at St. Hebna. 


1705-6 
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1705-6. The instructions of the Court of Managers to Bomhai) 
and Surat counteracted hy the separate instructions of the English 
Company to Sir Nicholas Waite ... .A new Council appointed Jor 
Bombay^ to act for the general interest^ and to obtain the release 

of Sir John Gayer . Separate and secret orders of the English 

Company to Sir Nicholas Waite ...... Amount of shipping arrived this 

season . President Pitts general and separate authority conjirm' 

ed . Separate orders to the Agents at Bencoolen, ^c .. .. Gene- 

ral and separate instructions to the United Council in Bengal. . 

Separate orders of the English Company to the Agents in Borneo. 

Bombay threa'ened by the Mogul and Mahratta armies, 
and the port of Surat blockaded hy the Dutch .... The insl 
dious proceedings of Sir Nicholas Waite discovered by liustum, the 
English Company's Broker . ... Opposition of the Council of 
Surat to Sir Nicholas Waite's measures .... His report on the 
dfenceless state of Bombay at this crisis ... Amount of the 

investments from Bombay and Surat . Death of Agent Prescott, 

in Persia, and decline of the English trade and influence in that 
kingdom ,.. President Pitt's repot t on the approaching i ioil war on 
the Coast of Coromandel; . —on the separate affairs of the Lon¬ 
don Company ;. —and on those of the English Company . . ., 

Mr, Ridley's report on the state of trade at Bencoolen, in winding up 

the separate interests of the London Company . United Council 

in Bengal purchase the fall exercise of the London Company's rights. 

. Report 
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CHAP HI . .Report on the favorable state of the United and Separate 
Contents 'I'rade in Bengal. . Report on the state of trade at Banjar-Massin. 

.... The garrison at Pulo Condore massacred bp the Malays, and 
the at ion lost. 

l^oG 7. Genet al instructions of the Court of Managers to 
President Pitt.. . . Separate instructions tf the London Company 
to President Pitt .. .. Uis instructions from the English Comp nitf. 

.. A neio Governor and Council appointed for Bencoolen, to 

report on the United and Separate Interests at that station . 

Court of Managers appoint Mr. Sheldon and Mr. Hedges to he the 
Chifs of Council in Bengal, to wind up the separate interests. 

Political situation of Ilindostan on the death of Aurungzehe, on 

the 20 th February 1706-7. Decisive battle in favor of Bahader 

Shah .. , The Dutch feet blockade Surat, and obtain a release 
from the Security-Bonds, and permission to resettle their Factory 
Sir Nicholas Waite continues his oppressions of the London 
Company's servants .. .. A Council cf the United Company formed 
at Surat, to resist his measures .. . Sir Nicholas Waite's report 
on the civil and military service at Bombay at this crisis’.. . . Agent 

Lock's report on the favorable state if the Company's affairs in 
Persia .. . President Pitt's report on the political convulsions, as 
they affected the English Settlements and trade, on the Coromandel 
Coast .. . His report on the general interests of the United Trade; 




SAST-ZNDIACOMPANT. G5 

—o» the separate interests of the London Company; . CHAP ill 


•—on the separate interests of the English Company . His report 

to the Court of Managers on the investment . State of the Com¬ 

pany's affairs at Jtencoolen, at this juncture ..... The Settlements and 
tradein Bengal less affected hy the convulsions in India, than the other 

seats of the Company's trade . Report of the Council in Bengal 

on the United Trade ;. —on the separate interests of the London 

Company . —on the separate interests of the English Company. 

. Anuntnt of the Bengal investment this season . Report on 

the Settlement and trade of Banjar-Massin . Capture of two 

of the Company's ships by two French men of war, at St. Helena. 

1707-8. Retrospect of events leading, in this year, to the 
completion of the Union between the two Companies .... A loan 
of .£1,200,000 for the pubbe service, required from the United 

Company . Sir Nicholas Waite dismissed hy the Court of 

Managers. . Act of Parliament { 6 lh Queen Anne) authorizing the 

Award of Earl Godolphin, and extending the privileges of the 

United Company to the 25 th March 1726. Explanation of the 

provisions in this Act relating to the additional capital ff JC 1 , 200 , 000 , 
and the fund of £\ 6 o, 000 , assigned for the payment of interest, 


at £5 per cent... .. Mr. Aislabie appointed hy the Court of Manage) s, 
to he General at Bombay, and anew President a)id Council nominated 

for Surat . General and separate instructions to President Pitt, 

VOL. III. K on 
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CHAP. III. on the Company's interests on the Coast Coromandel. . Veneral 

(o’luiiti separate instmetions to the United Council tn Bengal...,.^ 

Final instructions of the English Company to their /Igmt and Council 
at Banjar-Massin, in Borneo. 

Political state of the Mogul Empire^ in consequence <f the civil 

war Jor the Succession . Relaxed state of the Mogul power in 

the provinces on the West of India . Cautious policy of the 

Mahrattas, in their applications for military stores to the General 
at Bombay, and Presidency tf Surat, preparatori/ to a general war 

against the Mogul Empire . First naval establishment, by Conajee 

Angria, on the Malabar Coast. . Impolitic conduct of Sir 

Nicholas Waite in his disputes with the Presidency of Surat ... . 
Agent Loch's report on the separate interests of the London Company 

in Persia . President Pitt's interesting report on the political 

situation of the Mogul power in the Decan and Carnatic ... . 
Embarrassed situation of Madras, from disputes between particular 

Casts of its Native Inhabitants; . and from the jmcer (f the 

Arab feels . The revenues of Madras depressed by these events, 

and by a stagnation of trade . Measures of President Pitt, 

to wind up the sepai ate interests of the London Company , ...., 

ami of the English Company . Report tf the United Council 

at Calcutta, on the political situation of the Bengal Provinces, which 
acknowledged Bahader Shah as Mogul ..... State of the United 
Company's trade in Bengal;.,...^—of the separate interests of 

the 
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Hfe London Company;—of the English Comptiny . EngUsh iii . 

Gmiiuxnjf's servants expelled from Borneo, at the instigation of the 

Chinese . The characters of the Interlopers employed hy the 

English Company the source of their misfortunes 

Substance of the Award of thj Earl of Godolphin, itlikh 
completed the Union of the Lot Aon and English Companies, and 
established the Unitld Companv of MtRCHANis of England trading 

TO THE East-Indies . This Award explained, hy an authenticated 

account if the debts and credits, f the London Company . Fiml 

instructions f the Court f Committees f the London Company, 
and of the Directors of the English Company to their respectuc 

Presidencies and Fuctoiies in the East-Indies . Supplementary 

Deeds, which completed the Union. 

Results fi otn the preceeding detail f events, ascertaining the 
Company's Rights, fi otn the Revolution, l6’88-89, to the Union if 
the London and English East-India Companies, in 1707-8. 









CHAPTER III, 


REVIEW OF THE ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE EAST-INDIA 
COMPANY, FROM THE REVOLUTION, IN 1688-89, TO THE 
UNION OF THE LONDON AND ENGLISH EAST-INDIA COM 
PANIES, IN I7O8. 


1689-90. 


The domestic and foreign Annals of the London £ast-India t ^ AP nr 
Company, in this season, furnish events, which appear not 1689-90. 
less irreconcileable to their general inteiests, than to the new aiDirbin- 

• • ■ I'-ii'n-- 1 11 -I’l ■ fluencc 1 by 

Situation 111 which their aftairs were placed, l>y the change in tiu> 
the Government of England, and by the consolidated power vcmiDent of 

England, and 

of Aurungzebe in India. b> the ronso- 

® ^ luhtionot 

During the latter years of the reign of James II., the the Mogul 
encouragement and support wdiich the East-Indiii Company 
received from the Crown, induced them to adopt measures, 
calculated to establish themselves as an Indian Power, or 
Regency, at Bombay, at Madras, and in Bengal , ami, in this 
VOL. III. L project. 
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CHAP III project, they were encouraged, by the practice of the Dutch at 
Java, and on the Malabar Coast. It was with this object, that 
tljc Court had appointed a Governor General, with controling 
power over all their Settlements, to carry the plan into execu¬ 
tion ; but the fleets and tnaips which had embarked on this 
service, did not act with concert or with energy, cither from 
the Agents in Bengal, and the Presidency of Madras, not 
having understood, or not acquiescing in, the authority of Sir 
John Child, or fioin events in India, which rendered general 
co-operation impracticable •—^lienee the failure of all the expec¬ 
tations which the Court had entertained, of rendering Bombay 
a Regency, of establishing a fortified station in Bengal, or of 
making Foi t St. George of importance, and formidable to the 
contending Indian Powers in the Carnatic. These events had 
lowered the expectations of the Court, and required the most 
cautious conduct in the Company, at home, and in their servants, 
abto.id 

T lie instrnc- The consultations of the London East-India Company, in 

turns of tlic 

Court,mthis this year (16*89-90}, were diiected to three distinct subjects: 

r'ril’d to — their etpiipments and commercial instructions;—the csta- 

tlirue objects 

blishment of the Company as an independent Indian Power, 
that, from a revenue to be raised at the seats of their trade, 
they might find funds for maintaining a foice to defend them, 
and follow the example of the Dutch at Batavia, who had 
resisted the Country Powcis, and, for a century, maintained a 
superiority in the Indian Seas, over the other maritime nations of 
Europe,—and the adoption of effectual measures to check the 

Interlopers, 
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Interlopers, who were assuming a new character, or charging hi 

the Company with misconduct, and projecting applications to 
Parliament, for establishing a new East-liidia Company. 

In their equipments of this season, the Couit proceeded on —to the 

abridgement 

the same cautious principles, on which they had acted during oi ihoir 

eciiiipmenti 

the Revolution; a caution which was rendered more necessary, 
by the immediate prospect of a war with France, and by the intel¬ 
ligence received, of the failure of the plan of obtaining a scat of 
trade and government in Bengal, and of the critical situiition of 
Bombay, Avhich had been besieged by the Mogul’s forces and 
the Siddee’s fleet. The equipments, therefore, were on a limited 
scale, because a large tonnage was, at this time, in the Indian 
Seas, acting under the oiders of Sir John Child (of whose 
death they had not yet heard), and because, till accounts should 
arrive of the large property afloat, farther enterprizes were 
suspended. The Court, besides, could not, as yet, foim any 
decided opinion of the support they neic to receive fiom the 
Government, or know the actual sttite of their Settlements 
abroad. The equipments consisted of three shijis only, the 
Chandos, the Benjamin, and tlie Herbert; two destined for 
Bombay, and one for Fort St. Geoigc; assigning to their ser¬ 
vants, as a reason, their expectation th.it peace might he 
obtained from the Mogul, the difliculty ol engaging seamen 
in England, from the appioaching war with Fiance, and the 
unsettled state of commercial affairs in England. If the Court 
hoped, from the new political relations in Europe, that a 
direct opposition was not to be expected fiom the Dutch 
L2 in 



76 


ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


C HAP. HI . in the East-Indies, they retained impressions of the insidious 
1689-90. and avaricious conduct of that people, against which their 
servants must provide, and place their Settlements in a situation 
to resist their new ally, should he again find it his interest to 
become their rival, or their enemy. 

With these views, the station at Retorah, in the Queen of 
Attinga’s country, was ordered to be fortified in the strongest 
manner, to ensure a supply of pepper, independently of the 
Dutch; but no attempt was to he made to trade to the Spice 
Islands, on account of the amity l>etween England and Holland, 
from the King and Stadholder being the same person:—mea¬ 
sures, however, might be devised, for again opening a trade to 
Japan, the objection being removed, of the Queen being so 
nearly related to Portugal, and the Royal Family being now 
Protestants, as well as the Duteh:—though China silk and 
sugars had become a great drug in England, yet part of the 
surplus of the Company’s stock might be sent by a large ship 
from Bombay to Amoy, in the hope of procuring an investment 
of other China goods :—the encouragement given to the Arme¬ 
nians was to be continued, because, through them, an assort¬ 
ment of tufiutics and Bengal silks might be procured;—and it 
was hoped, the Europe goods in store, at Bombay and Madras, 
would be sold with profit. 

The Government of Bombay were informed, that a Procla¬ 
mation had been issued by the King, prohibiting the importation 
of French goods into England j and the Declaration of war 
against France was sent, with a warrant from the King, and a 

commission 
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commission from the Company, to the Governors of Bombay and c ha?.iii 
M adras, and the Island of St. Helena, to seize and make prizes 1689-90 
of French goods and shipping, and to grant commissions for 
that purpose:—the Presidency of Fout St. George were 
farther directed to take Pondicherry from the French, if they 
were of opinion that the possession of tins port would contribute 
to the safety of the Company’s settlements and trade. 

The ships, in their homeward voyage, were to avoid touch¬ 
ing at any of the ports in Ireland, on account of the war in that 
kingdom; to sail in company with the Dutch ships, and to 
direct their course round the North of Scotland, to avoid the 
French cruizers. The dry dock at Bombay was to be com¬ 
pleted, that it might become a safe retieat to English ship¬ 
ping, and large quantities of iron-work were sent, for building* 
or repairing vessels :—the harbour, also, was to be enlarged, 
wharfs made, and regular markets for provisions established, 
to render that poit of commercial consccjueiice to the European'^ 
and Natives. 

The Presidency of Fort St. George were diiectcd to 
suspend the plan of fortifying any new station in India, till they 
should receive orders from the Court, or from Sir John Child, 
and were blamed for withdrawing the Factory from Indrapore:— 
the fortifications of the Factory at Bencoolcn Avere to be 
strengthened, that station being of importance for the pepper 
trade, and a certain number of Topasses were to be added to 
the garrison. 


The 
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CHAP. Ill Xhe Court next took into consideration, the expediency of 

1689-90. persevering in tlie plan for which the war in India had been 

tdbiishment Undertaken, or the establishing themselves, at their principal 

of the Com- ° \ ^ 

pany, as an Settlements, as an Independent Power in India. It is only 

indepencknt 

Power in Ill- neccssaiy, on this subject, to refer to the measures which had 
been adopted, and to the failure of them, detailed at the 
close of the preceding period. The Presidency of Bombay 
w'ere, liOAvever, instructed to make every effort to improve the 
levenue, as the only means by which this independence could 
cither be asserted or maintained, or, in their own language, 
(which explains the ground of this resolution,) that “ the increase 
“ of our revenue is the subject of our care, as much as our 
“ trade .—’tis that must nmintain our force, when twenty acci- 
“ dents may interrupt our trade;—’tis that must make us a nation 
“ in India ;—without that, we are but as a great number of 
“ Interlopers, united by His Majesty’s Royal Charter, lit only 
“ to trade where no body of power thinks it their interest to 
“ prevent us;—and upon this account it is, that the wise 
“ Dutch, in all their general advices which we have seen, write 
“ ten paragraphs concerning their government, their civil and 
“ militaiy policy, warfare, and the increase of their revenue, 
“ for one paragraph they write concerning trade.” 

Similar oidcrs were issued to the Presidency of Madras; 
for though the Court approved of the increase made in the re¬ 
venue, they considered it to be, by no means, equal to what 
might have been expected, or drawn from a fortiffed town, 
which could afford protection to shipping and trade, and that 

the 
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the amount might be increased to .^100,000 per annum, if a 
similar system of taxation should be introduced, with that 1689-90. 
which the Dutch had established at Batavia. 

It was not till this season, that the Court received informa¬ 
tion of the failure of the negotiations at Surat, and that the Sid- 
dee’s fleet w'ere besieging Bombay; but this intelligence had pio- 
duced a considerable sensation in England;—these misfortunes 
they ascribed to the imprudent measures, both at the Fort 
and in Bengal, which ha«l exposed Bombay to imminent danger 
from the Mogul. The attempt made by the Presidency of Fort 
St. George, to purchase a peace at Golcondah, was strongly 
reprobated, and oiders sent, that unless the terms which had 
been agiced on, between the Nabob of Bengcd and Mr. Char- 
nock, should be ratified by a Phirmaiind from the Mogul, all 
the Company's Factories should be withdrawn, and their ser¬ 
vants retire to Madras or to Bombay. If trade to Bengal 
should be opened, it was to be cairie<l on by private mer¬ 
chants, on their own account, but small armed vessels might 
be employed, to make piizes of the Mogul ships, at the mouth 
of the Ganges, which, it was hoped, would bring that Sove¬ 
reign to terms, more effectually than any other force which 
could attempt offensive measures. If a Phirmaund should be 
obtained, one condition was indispensable, or permission to for¬ 
tify Chutanuttee, for which thirty or forty thousand rupees 
might be paid; and if acquired, this place was to be regulated 
in the same manner as the Dutch administered the government 
of Batavia. 


The 
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CHAP. Ill Xhe third, and most important subject for consultation, in 

168.9-90. this season, was the projects of the Interlopers, which had 

-to oppose • 1- • T» !• 

the scheme assumed a new form, or presenting applications to Parliament, 

ot the III- ^ ^ 

teriopcrs for establishing a new East-India Company, on the supposed 

nwk ng ap- 

phcatioiib to misconduct of the London East-lndia Company. 

Parliament 

jorthcesta- TJje opinion which the Court of Directors conveyed to the 

h drcom P^'esidency of Fort St. George, on the 15th February 1689-90, 

pany that the Interlopei-s, or Private Traders (who, since the 

first Charter of the Company, and since its first exercise of ex¬ 
clusive pi ivileges, had appeared in successive shapes) were now 
assuming the moie defined characters of Associations, pre¬ 
tending to tiadc to ports within the Company’s limits, to which 
their ships did not lesort, and Associations connecting their 
enterprizes with Foreign Nations, at their seats of trade and 
factories in the East-Indies:—in each of these respects, the 
Court expressed its apprehensions, that they would undermine 
and invade the rights of the Company ; and the events which 
took place, soon after the settlement of the Government, con¬ 
firmed these anticipations. 

It was not now, as in the preceding cases, a partial inva¬ 
sion of the Company’s pi ivileges, hut a direct attack on the 
legal exercise of them; and the change in the Government 
opened a way, accommodated to general prejudices, respecting 
the validity of rights proceeding from a grant of the Crown, 
simply, or rights proceeding from a grant, founded on an Act 
of the Legislature. 

The Company had, by their Charters, and by explanations 

of 
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of them, proceeding from the Crown, hitherto preserved the nr. 
internal government of their Settlements, by exercising martial 1689-90. 
law, as that which was best accommodated to the maintenance 
of order in distant stations; and though they had, at Bombay 
and at Fort St. George, introduced Admiralty Courts, and Courts 
of civil and criminal Jurisdiction, the Island of St. Helena 
had, hitherto, been governed, in all cases of emergency, by martial 
law only:—^It was against this rule of proceeding, in a small 
Island, which, in fact, was under the command of the Governor 
of the garrison, that the Interlopers, who had been laid under 
restraints in touching at it, promulgated reports, and inflamed the 
public mind against the Company, as governing in the most 
arbitrary manner. To obviate this complaint, the Court, on 
the 15th June 1689, directed the Governor of St. Helena to 
suspend the operation of martial law on the Island, and all 
prosecutions under it, until such time as the rights of the 
Company, to administer the government, could be more fully 
ascertained. 

When the accounts reached England, of Bombay having lu-ioiution of 

° thcHou.ool 

been blockaded by the Siddee’s fleet, and that Fort St. George ronmoi.so. 

this .ipplu I- 

was threatened with a siege, the Interlopers, in the true spint t'on of the 

. , . Interlopers 

of faction, exulting in the misfortunes of their country, instead 
of attributing them to their real causes, ascribed them to tlu‘ 
misconduct of the Court of Directors, and then brought 
out the real truth, or their wishes to become themselves a new 
VOL. III. M Company, 


(1)—Letter from the Court to the Governor of St, Helena, I5ih June IO'.'jo. 
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Company, on a separate Joint Stock; that is, to overset the 

1688-80. Corpoiation vvhicii had carried on trade, and preserved the 
English Settlements in the East-Indies, for nearly one hundred 
years, and to substitute themselves in their place; or, that they 
were ready to undertake the East-lndia trade upon more broad 
foundations, and to administer it with greater ivisdom and success. 

With this object, an application was made to the House of 
Commons, and a Committee appointed, to consider of the East- 
lndia trade, before whom the proposition of the Interlopers, and 
the defence of the Company, were fully heard:—the public 
mind, at the same time, was agitated, by the printed attacks of 
the one, and defences of the other. The Committee, after deli¬ 
berating on the subject, came to the resolution, on the 16th 
January 1688-90, “ that it is the opinion of this Committee, 
“ that the best way to manage the East-lndia trade, is to have 
“ it in a new Company, and a new Joint Stock, and this to be 
“ established by Act of Parliament j but the present Company 
“ to continue the trade, exclusive of all others, either Inter- 
lopers or Permission Ships, till it be established.” 

Compnnyde- The Company, sensible that the privileges which they 

Ifrraiiio to i o 

petiiion Tar- had hitherto enjoyed, under grants of the Crown, could not, 

iiameiit lor ^ 

an Act, to in futiirc, continue to be their constitution, but that they must 

confirm their 

Charier and be cxposed to attacks by their opponents, wisely decided, 

privileges 

that it would be more expedient to yield to the new circum¬ 
stances, under which they were placed, and to apply for an Act 
of Parliament, on the basis of which their rights might be con¬ 
firmed., 

(1)—Letter of the Court to the Presidency of Bombay, 31 it January l68p-90 
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firmed, and thus take advantage of the very arguments of 
whicli the Interlopers had availed themselves. 1689-90. 

The Interlopers, on the basis of the resolution of the in'erioptr* 
Committee of the House of Commons, subscribed .^180,000 for a stock of 
a new Joint Stock ; but, before the resolution of the Committee for»New 

Company. 

could be reported to the House, the Parliament was prorogued, 
on the 27 th January 1689-90, and immediately afterwards dis¬ 
solved, and a new Parliament summoned to meet on the 20th 
March 1689-90. This event put a stop to the proceedings of the 
Interlopers; and the Company, therefore, hoped to carry on 
their commerce without farther interruption.^') 

It is natural to suppose, that these proceedings of the 
Interlopers were founded on an imitation of the separate Cham¬ 
bers of the Dutch Company, and that they expected a similar 
system for the East-India trade might be introduced into Eng¬ 
land ; leaving, however, out of view, that, in the Netherlands, 
the East-India Companies had been engrafted on the Con¬ 
stitution of the States General, and the support of them made a 
part of that Constitution; whereas, in England, the London 
Company, as a Corporation, had only been authorized by the 
Crown, or, if its Charter should now proceed on an Act of 
Parliament, it still must remain a Corporation only, enjoying 
. M 2 exclu'»i>e 

(1)—Letters of the Court to the Presidency of Bombay, 1st and I8th Maj, llih 

September l68y, 31st January, 14th March 1689*90-Letter from the Court to the 

Presidency of Fort St George, 11th September I689-Letter from the Couit to the 

Governor of the Lland of St. Helena, 15th June 1699. (Commoiik' Journ.tU, vo] x, pnget 

345—347.) 
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CHAP. Ill exclusive privileges, for a certain term, without being assimilated, 
1689-90. or making a part of the Constitution of England. 


Uccapitulati- The foreign transactions of this season having been detailed 
u. me Com- in the preceding chapter, with the view of ascertaining the 
effects of the Revolution in England on the Company’s Settle- 

tliiiiu^ the 1 . , ■ , /• , 1 

pr...tUing ments, it IS necessary only, in this place, to refer to the total 

failure of the measures which had been so ably concerted by Sir 
John Child, for rendering Bombay a Regency, and for obtaining 
privileges of trade at Surat, and on the West of India. The 
death of that able servant of the Company, and the Phirmaund 
which Aiirungzebe granted, had placed the trade and privileges, 
on the West of India, in a worse situation than they had been, 
since their establishment. 

At Fort St. George, for the like purpose of ascertaining the 
effects of the Revolution in England on the Company’s Settle¬ 
ments, on the Coromandel Coast, and in Bengal, the detail 
of events, which, in the order of time, would have been intro¬ 
duced into this place, was anticipated, or that the failure of the 
different armaments in tlie objects for which they were sent to 
Bengal, had compelled the Agents in that Settlement to retire to 
Madras ; that the Mogul, after his conquests of Visiapore and 
Golcondah, had expelled the English from their subordinate 
Settlements, though he had not laid siege to Madras itself j 
and that a revolution had taken place in Siam, which had 

changed 
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changed the object of the war against that Sovereign, though c hap, hi . 
it had not re-established the Company’s Factories. 1689-90. 

The commercial proceedings at these different seats of the 
Company’s trade, during this eventful period in Europe, and 
while the power of Aurungzebc was unlimited in India, were 
vague and precarious, and remained so, till instructions, and 
additional stock and reinforcements should arrive from Europe : 

—at each of the Settlements, however, the new Government in 
England had been acknowledged, in compliance with the orders 
of the Court of Directors. 
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1690 - 91 . 


The war against France, which had commenced in the 
lb'i)0-91. preceding season, had fixed the attention of the country, and of 
vom^to ob- Parliament, on that object onlyj a circumstance, which ex- 
o* "Varba- plains the spirit of the instructions of the Court to Bombay, 
counteract during this scason, as partly continuing the plans of precaution 

their com¬ 
mercial op. which had marked them from the commencement of the Re- 
poneuti, 

volution, and, pai tly, giving hopes to their foreign Settlements, 
that they might be enabled, more cftcctually than in former 
times, to counteract the projects of the Interlopers, by having 
their exclusive privileges of trade established by Act of Parlia¬ 
ment. 

The Court were satisfied, that under the new system in 
England, it was impossible to prevent, what they described as 
piracies in India, that is, aggressions by the ships of Private 
Merchants proceeding to those sea.s, (on a presumed liberty 
of trade) without authority from Parliament, or from the 
Company, and frustrating the nuIcs of Europe produce in the 
Indian market, by selling rather with a loss, than not depress 
the Company's affairs at home; or, by appearing in the 
Indian Seas as real pirates, fitted out in the West-Indies, for 
the purposes of depredations on the ships of the Country 
Powers:—these events had rendered any applications for privileges 

ineffectual. 
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ineffectual, as the Native Powers could not distinguish between c hap h i. 
ships carrying an English flag, and yet acting with hostility, 1690-91. 
and a Company’s ship carrying the same flag, which not only 
acted under regulations, prohibitory of such violence, but con¬ 
formably to such privileges as they had been allowed still to 
enjoy, under their Phirmaunds. 

On these grounds, therefore, the Court expected, that they 
should obtain, by Act of Parliament, powers to enable them to 
counteract the piracies of both descriptions, or give them the 
same authority that the Dutch Company had exeicised, which 
had all the pow’ers the States General could confer on them. 

As, however, the applications of the Company to Parlia- Commercial 

’ ^11 • ^ initrnctions 

ment, as well as the representations of the Interlopers, were 
still pending, the Court informed the Government of Bombay, 
that they must proceed, in the administration of that Settlement, 
with the same caution which had marked their conduct in the 
former year, and that, though the Company expected to be able 
to liquidate all their debts in England, from the proceeds of the 
autumn sales, yet, till they could ascertain upon what system 
they were to act, by public authority, the equipments for this 
season must be on a limited scale, or three ships; the Tonquln, 
for Bencoolen, to bring pepper for the home market; the 
Dorothy, for Fort St. George, for Coast goods, and to include 
what might be collected from Bengal; and the King William, 
for Bombay, with a stock of .:£50,000, to obtain a cargo of 
such produce as might be collected from the Malabar Coast, 
and the other dependencies of Bombay. Under these cir¬ 
cumstances, 



88 


ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


C HAP. Ill , stances, the Court ordered encouragement to be afforded to 
1690-91. the Armenians, because that people could vend English 
woollens, by carrying small quantities into the interior pro¬ 
vinces, and could collect fine muslins, and other new and 
valuable articles, suited to the Europe demands, better than 
any agents of the Company could effect, under any Phirmaund 
or grant which might be eventually purchased 'the Court 
also directed, that indigo and drugs might be sent for the 
home market (particularly indigo), for which, in the present 
state of Europe, there was a considerable demand. As, how¬ 
ever, a duty of five shillings per pound had been laid on 
teas, the Court prohibited any to be sent, but of the finest 
kind, on the Company’s account; an order which was evidently 
unfavorable to the effi)rts which had been making to extend 
the trade to the China Seas, and not improbably arising from 
the quantities of that article, brought by the Dutch into the 
Europe market, from their having the almost exclusive pos¬ 
session of the trade of those seas; and from the inexpediency 
of attempting any rivalship, at a time when it was necessary, 
from the state of affairs in Europe, to avoid questions between 
the two Governments, allied so strictly to prevent the pre¬ 
ponderance of France. 

Mr Hams Having heard of the death of Sir John Child, the Court 

rres"d"enfof appointed Mr. Harris (so frequently mentioned in the Annals of 
S>virnOT of the preceding years) to be President of Surat and Governor of 
Bombay. the rank and title of General being now dropt, and 

the controling power, of course, suspended; and Mr. Vaux to 

be 
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be Deputy Governor of Bombay, the fortifications of which hi . 
place were to be improved, to render it impregnable,, either to 1690-91. 
an European or Indian enemy;—a reinforcement, also, of one 
hundred and fifty soldiers was sent, to make the garrison more 
efficient. 

The Court desired, that their ships, in their homeward 
voyages, might proceed directly to Barhadoes, from which poi t 
they might sail for bmgland with the West-India trade, under 
the protection of the convoys appointed for it, that both trades 
might l)e in safety from the French cruizers or fleets. 

Having, from local as well as commercial relations, found instuKHom 

. . ,1 t ^ reviving 

it convenient to connect the ordeis or the Court, respecting the the Persian 

n . . . trade, and 

Persian trade, with those for Surat and Bombay, wc have to recovcimg 
refer only to the information fioni these Presidencies, and from custom* at 

Gombromi 

Persia itself, to understand the iustriictious of this sca.son to 
the Agent at Gombroon, for reviving the Company’s tiadc 
with that country. The war betw’cen the Company and the 
Mogul, did not aflcct the trade with Persia, in the degiec 
which might have been e.xpcctcd ; and while the superiority at sea 
continued, it impressed the Persians with-an idea, that the con¬ 
test would terminate favouiably for the Company. In these 
circumstances, the order was repeated, that Caramania wool 
and Persian silks should b*’ obtained, by barter, for English 
cloths, rather than by purchase; imitating the Dutch, w ho, by 
bartering the finer spices, had nearly engrossed those articles. 

VOE. III. N If 

(I)—Lelfer from the Couit to ihc Pre-idt-iicy of Bombiy, 3d Ocl>.bcr 1C9O.—— 

J,etter from the Court to the Piendepn ol Sur. t, Ibth Fibuiot v 1090 oi 
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CHAP 111 Jf the right to the customs at Gombroon had been admitted, after 

1690-91. the war in India took an unfavourable turn, yet the trade not 
only became more difficult, but the payment of the customs 
withheld, till reparation should be made for the losses which 
the Persian trade bad sustained, during the hostilities between 
the Company and the Mogul. 

The Court, therefore, directed their Agent at Gombroon, 
to make a demand of payment of the arrears of customs; 
to permit the Armenians to load what goods they might think 
proper, on the Company’s ships, for Europe; to purchase 
whatever quantity he could obtain of Caramania wool and silks, 
with a proportion of wormseeds, rhubarb, and lapis lazuli, and 
to send the surplus stock to Bombay. <•> 

Order* to In thc instructions to Fort St. Georoe, the Court recapi- 

tort St 

(ieoige, to tulated the information communicated to Bombay, to account 

reduce the 

military cita- for the limited equipments of this season, explaining that, 

tablishtnenU, * 

pend*°hT' East-India trade, or for confirm- 

ing thc Charter of the Company, had been twice read in the 

lies. House, and committed, the Court did not expect that it would 
pass during the existing session, but entertained no doubt, that 
an Act would eventually pass, confirming their Charter and 
privileges:—under this impression, they desired that no new 
Settlement or Factory, for trade, should be iittempted, till the 
Company’s rights should be recognized by the Legislature, and 

till 


(l)->Letter( from the Court to the Agent and Faetori at Gombroon, 3d October l6gO, 
and letb February l6go gi. 
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till they should be possessed of the same^ authority which the 
Dutch exercised, for suppressing pirates and Interlopers; mean 1690-91. 
time, that there should be no other Factories on the Coast but 
Conimere aujd Yizagapatain, and none attempted at Pegu, 

Siam, Borneo, or Canton; and this last exception originated 
in the caution regarding the China trade, which marked their * 
instructions to Bombay. 

Considering the fortifications at Fort St. George as not 
needing any addition, it was ordered, that the company of ar¬ 
tillery and troop of horse should be increased, and regularly 
exercised ; but that one of the companies of infantry should be 
disbanded, and the men, if willing, sent to Bombay, or to Ben- 
coolen. 

On comparing these general instructions to Fort St. George One Factoiy 

onl} to be 

with the particular orders to the Agent at Bengal, we discover connnata m 

. , , Bengal, ami 

that the Court’s intentions, during the war with France, were Agcm Chir- 

nock ein- 


to have one Factory, only, established in Bengal, but to employ poweicU to 

^ * ■' dismiss any 

Agents, with stock to make purchases in the country, m'Iio ofibeCtm- 
were to return each season to Fort St. George, to settle their 'an'*B'-"- 

^ ' gal, viilhout 

accounts one half of the surplus stock was to be employed 
in this experiment, and the other remitted to Surat. 

Mr. Charnock, the Agent, was more specifically direct¬ 
ed to have only one Factory in Bengal, and a suhnidinatc 
Agent at Ballasorc:—^he was to keep as small a stock in the 
country, as was consistent with the continuation of the tr.ide, 
which was to be vested chiefly in silks and fine muslins, which, 
hitherto, had found a good market in Europe;—as a separate 
N 2 instruction. 
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II I, iiistnictioi), he was to grant encouragement to the Armenians, 

1690-91. and to persuade them, if possible, to procure hne goods from 
Benares, which brought a high price in Europe. 

That disputes in Bengal might not again be prejudicial to 
the Company’s interests, the Court vested Mr. Chamock with 
Yower to dismiss any of their servants, who might oppose his 
administiation of tlieir affairs, and prohibited any appeal from 
his orders to the Presidency of Fort St. George. 

York Fort, at The Couit, OH icvicwing the informatum received from 

IJintooleii.to 

ijosiiingtiw Bencoolen, during the t\vo preceding seasons, and the 

ened, Jiid the 

Factory at importance of having a station, from W’hieh they could 

withdrawn, draw a pioportioii of pepper, approved of the general con- 
<luct of the Governor, and directed that the foitifications 
should be strengthened, and no expcuces spaied, to place 
York T'ort in the most respectable state of defence ; 
negroes were sent from Madagascar, to slrcngthen the 
gariison, as ^heir constitutions were better suited to the 
climate than those of the Europeans. The Court also ap¬ 
proved of the metluNl of administering their affairs, by 
allowing the Natives to look up to their own Rajahs for pro¬ 
tection, because these Rajahs, under proper encouragements, 
could manage the people more easily than it would be possible 
for any Company’s Governor to do:—the Agent, at the same 
time, was vested with discretionary powers, to continue or to 

withdraw 

(1)—Lciterb flora the Court to the Presidency of Fort St. George, gth May, 3d Octo¬ 
ber, and l()th December 169O, and 18th February lOgo-gi.— Letter from the Court to 
the Agent and Council at Bengal, I8tb February lbgcl-91. 
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withdraw the Factory from liidrapore, and to give encourage¬ 
ment to such Chinese merehants or traders, as should be disposed 
to settle at Bencoolcn, under the Company’s protection. The 
whole of these instructions were intended to ensure, by every 
practicable means^ a permanent and independent pepper 


CHAP III. 

leSJusi. 


trade. 


The embarrassed situation of the Governments, both ot* Harris 
Bombay and of Surat, from the death of Sir John Child, and Gwermirlf 
from the eiicumstances under which the Phirmaund of Aurung- Mr"*Weid(m 
zebe hud placed the Company’s trade, prepares us to look with 
anxiety, to the expedients which their remaining servants 
adopted, to preserve Bombay, and, if possible, to re-invigoratc 
the trade on the West of India. 

On receiving the orders of the (kmrt, Mi\ Harris was pro¬ 
claimed Governor of Bombay, and Mr. Cooke (for Mr. Vaux 
was dead} Deputy Governor; but, the death of the latter, in 
the course of the season, opened the situation toMr. Wehlon, 
who had been employed in the Mogul’s camp, in Visiaptne, to 
negotiate the Phirmaund, and who hadretiiined to Bombay, with 
eight of the Company’s servants, who had been jn isoners. 

The actual circumstances of the Island, the ne\v Go\einoi m, \\.i 
and Council, after recapitulating the intelligence ol* the o.iciia- st.'e 

(.t iiFi'i'. .it 
tuni Bjuibuy, an.l 

(1)—Letter from the Court to the Agent snd Factors at Huicoolop, 51I1 ly lOiio 
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tioii of the stations occupied by the Siddee’s forces and fleet, 

1690-91. described as follows -that, the ruinous and neglected state 

the meunres 

lequiroi tci of the fortincations had encouraged the Siddee to make the 

place It III a . 

lec iibic attack, and to disembark his troops, without the Mogul’s 

Bi ue ot cle- 

lente Orders;—that had the fortifications been sufficiently strong 

to proent his landing, more favorable terms would have 
been obtained, than were granted by the Phirniaund; that, 
in fact, such was the defenceless state of the Island, that 
the conquest of it was prevented, more by the jealousy of 
Muchtar Khan, of the influence which the reduction of it 
would have given to the Siddee, than by the power of the 
garrison to defend it. 

To prevent the recurrence of similar dangers, the Go¬ 
vernor, in all his letters to the Court, pointed out the necessity 
of additional fortifications;—^that a walled town should be built, 
with ramparts to defend it, which would induce the monied 
merchants, or traders, to live under the protection of the 
English;—that, by such an influx of inhabitants, the reve¬ 
nue would be encreased;—that the merchants’ stores would 
become a security for their residence, and enable the Governor 
to carry his orders into effect, or, in geneial, would re-esta¬ 
blish the Company’s power in the Island, and confirm their 
government over tlic inhabitants. 

Tlie Deputy Governor and Council next described the weak 
state of the garrison, which, from a pestilential disorder, was, 
at this time, reduced to thirty-five English soldiers only, and 
that, though they had a sufficient number of Topasses, their mi¬ 
litary 
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Utary services could not be depended on, as they could only c nAP.iii 
be employed in raising the additional fortifications, but not 1690-91, 
trusted to defend them;—that, during the war, they had em¬ 
ployed, with considerable effect, a number of black soldiers, 
whom they could not, with safety, dismiss, but had divided the 
uncultivated lands among them for their maintenance, the 
Company to receive one moiety of the produce; an additional 
stock, and a supply of civil servants, both fgr Surat and 
Bombay, would, therefore, be required, and a large reinforcement 
of recruits, to render the European part of the garrison ef¬ 
ficient. 

Having thus explained the general circumstances of Bom- xiie Jesmu 
bay, the Deputy Governor and Council signified, that the Je- bi'y^spizedt'r 
suits on the Island had been active, during the invasion of iTui’fsM'Kc 
the Siddee, in promoting his views, and, therefore, that they had ofiheTbi'anT 
seized on all the lands owned or occupied by them, but had de¬ 
ferred any final decision on this subject, till the arrival of the 
President from Surat, who would judge of the claims of those 
people, and restore their lands to such of them as could exculpate 
themselves, or confirm the right of the Company to such por¬ 
tions as had been the property of the guilty. This measure, 
however expedient, it was feared, might induce the Portuguese 
to attack the Island; but, that it should be kept in as good 
a state of deferite as was practicable. It was, at the same 
time, resolved to fortify, as well as their means would allow, 

Retorah, in the Queen of Attinga’s country, and to erect 
builduigs at Tellicherry, that they might bring to Bombay 

a proportion 
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a proportion of pnxiace, from the Malabar Coast, or render 
tlir investments not wholly dependent on such goods as could 
be pill chased at Surat. 

During these events at Bombay, Mr. Harris, who still 
continued at Surat, reported, that the intentions of the Mogul 
towards the English appeared more conciliatory ; for, at the close 
of the season, he had agieed to pay eighty thousand rupees, as 
a compensation for the goods which had been plundered from 
the English Factory, and that it was understood, a more favour¬ 
able Phirmaund had been procured for the Bengal trade. 

As commercial infoimation, Mr. Harris added, that three 
ships had taken in pepper at Calicut and Carwar, without pro¬ 
ceeding to Surat, which would convince the merchants of that 
port, that the English could make up assortments, indepen¬ 
dently of the goods they might furnish. 

The Presidency were in this political and commercial situa¬ 
tion, when their Majesties’ declaration of war against France 
arrived, which had been proclaimed, and forwarded to Fort St. 
George, and the subordinate Factories.^*^ 

The information from Persia, which, from local and 
eommercial eii cumstances, was connected with Bombay, dis¬ 
covers, in this season, a view of the difficidties of reviv¬ 
ing that trade, connected with the right of the Company to 
half the customs at Gombroon, and of eradicating from the 

Dutch 


(1)—Letters from the Piesidency of Surat and the Governor of Bombay to the Court, 
and Correspondence between Surat and Bombay, 30lh June, 30th December 169D, 13th 
January, gth an 125ih February K^-gi. 
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Dutch, os ancient rivals in the Indian trade, those jealousies 
and misrepresentations, which had obstructed the Company’s 1690-91. 
progress from their first establishment. It appears, though 
the Dutch, as on former occasions, had made a common 
cause with the English, in Europe, that symptoms of opposition 
to the English trade, could still be discovered in the East. After 
the restoration of peace between the Mogul and the Company, 
the Persian Government, though they admitted the right to 
the moiety of the customs at Gombroon, pleaded, that the 
amount of them had diminished, as the merchants had chiefly 
traded, during the war, with the Portuguese port of Cong :— 
the Agent, on this occasion, was afraid, that a demand might 
be made by the Persian Government for some compensation, as a 
set off* against the payment of the Company’s share of the cus¬ 
toms, and, therefore, had sought only the payment of the 
arrears, and obtained from the Shahbunder, a promise to pay 
one year’s customs, and the remainder when it might be practi¬ 
cable;—farther, that he had received 1,99.'5 chequins, and 
subsequently 1,500 more, though two years’ customs were still 
due. 

Another difficulty, or tlie conduct of the Dutch, is 
stated by the Agent to have been most adverse to the 
Company’s interests :—a Dutch Ambassador had an ived in 
Persia, with a splendid retinue and large presents, and pro¬ 
ceeded to Ispahan, with the professed object of engrossing 
the whole trade in Caramania wool, in c.xclu'ion of the 
VOL. HI. O English 
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English, whose situation, both in India and in Europe, he had 

1690-91. represented in the most unpromising light, and, to convince 
the King of the fact, presented a copy of the last unfavoura¬ 
ble Phirmaund to the English at Surat, and thence argued, 
that they could not, under such authority, revive their Indian 
trade, or make it of importance to Gombroon ;—that their 
situation in Europe, besides, was equally humiliating, as they 
were now subjected to the States General, whose Stadtholdcr 
had become their Sovereign :—^the Agent, therefore, requested 
the Court to obtain a letter from His Majesty to the King ot 
Persia, accompanied with suitable presents, as the most effec¬ 
tual means of refuting the falsehoods and misrepresentations by 
which the Dutch Ambassador was endeavouring to acquire an 
exclusive monopoly of the Persian trade.<*> 

Presidencyof The Communication from Fort St. George durintr 

Fort Sf. , . ® 

George pro. this season, discovers not only that this Presidency had not 

pose a new 

Phirmaund rcccIved the instructions intended for them (detailed in the 

should be ob- 

lamedat homc transactions), but that, under all the circumstances of 

Madras and 

Bengal. this Settlement, and its relation to Bengal, they were obliged 
to act, in the same manner as they had done in the pre¬ 
ceding season:—after expressing to the Presidency at Surat, 
the vexation they experienced, on perusing the Phirmaund 
for Surat, which they termed “ infamous and scandalous,” 
they gave it as their opinion, that it never would have been 
accepted, or the conditions in it complied with, had Sir 

John 

(1)—Letters from the Agent and Council at Gombroon to the Court, 21st June and 20th 
October l 6 Q 0 , aod 10th and 27lb March l6pO 91. 
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John Child been at the head of the Government; hut, us chap hi . 
affairs were situated, they recommended to the new Pre- 1690-91. 
sident of Surat, and Governor of Bombay, to use their en¬ 
deavours to obtain a Phirmaund for the Bengal trade, and 
a regular Phirmaund for Madras, including an order fur 
the restoration of the servants aud goods seized at Masu- 
lipatam, and other Factories on the Coromandel Coast. If 
these Phirmaunds should be procured, they should contain 
authority to revive the trade in Bengal, and give security 
to the Company’s servants more defined than the Phirmaund 
to Surat, or that all applications for them should be relinquished. 

The circumstances of Fort St. George continued in the 
same situation as in the preceding year;—the Mogul’s army 
had been successful against the Ram-Rajah, whom the Pre- 
sidency < were apprehensive he would finally subdue; and, 
from the devastations occasioned by the contending armies, p”*rmauutiT 
trade was at a stand;—Mr. Cbarnock and his Council had 
proceeded, with a large stock, to open a new commercial 
intercourse with Bengal, un enterprize, to which the Pre¬ 
sidency had been encouraged by an invitation from the Na- 
1 , 0 b :—Mr. Charnock was favoui'ably received on his arri\ al, 
and, subsequently, had procured a Phirmaund for Bengal, 
dated the 27th April, in the thirty-third year of Auruiigzelic’s 
reign, the preamble to which specified, that the Mogul, (.is 
at Surat) having pardoned all past oftcnces, had granted li¬ 
berty of trade to the English in Bengal, without interruption, 
but explained, that this permission must be understood as ailo\\ - 
O 2 ing 
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CHAP^i. ing former privileges, only, without exaeting any fine from them: 

1690-91-the commercial effects of this Phinnaund will appear in the 

foreign transactions of the subsequent year. 

Declaration Xhc Presidency of Fort St. George had received the King's 
agdirat declaration of war against France, with information, that a 

France pro- o ' ^ 

Forest French fleet of six sail had left France, in February 1689-90, 
George, and ^hjch had arrived in the Indian Seas ;—on its outward passage, 

an indecisive ^ ^ 

tween the ** fallen in with the Company’s ship Herbert, at Johanna, 
alldEngiish** hravc defence, had, towards the close of 

an'duT* action, unfortunately blown up, and the majority of the 

French fleet perished;—subsequently, the French fleet captured two 

valuable Dutch ships from Ceylon, and afterwards proceeded 
to Pollicherry. On the 20th August 1690, the Dutch and 
English fleets having formed a junction, an action took place 
with the French fleet, oflT Madras, which, though obstinate, 
was indecisive:—^the French were, at last, repulsed with loss, 
and were supposed to have proceeded towards Bengal, a 
destination which occasioned considerable uneasiness for the 
safety of the Company’s shipping and trade in that part of 
India. 0) 

Tlie pepper trade at Bencoolen, in this season, was on 
the increase, but cruizing sloops were necessary, to convey to 
York Fort the pepper collected at the different ports iUong the 

Coast 

(1)—Lettcri from the Presidency of Fort St. George to the Presidency of Surat, 22d 
July, 27th August, and 4th September I69O—Copy of Phirmaund for Bengal, 271b 

April, 33d year of Anrungzebe'a reign (1^-gi )-Relation of the Arrivsd of the 

French Ships in the Indian Seas, (iQgo.) 
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Coast of Sumatra;—^In prosecution of the general orders, to 
encrease the purchases of pepper, the Agents had received every 1690-91. 
encouragement to settle at Sillebar, but would not, without 
instructions, carry this plan into execution; and requested a , 

large supply of stock and stores, and particularly of troops, to 
enable them to put Bencoolen in a state of security. <’> 

(1)—Letter from the Agent and Council at Bencoolen to the Court, 22d June IC^O 
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1691-92. 


CHAP III. The attention of the Court, during this season (as in the 
10,91-92. preceding one), wa& chiefly directed to the preservation of their 
Commons lights, OS a Company, by endeavouring to have them protected 
Coni]l!uV* Act of the Legislature, but, at the same time, to ground 

tliose ot the their claims on the grants which they had successively received 
to'theSg from the Crown. 

It appears, that the House of Commons, after hearing the 
claims of the Company, and of the Associations for participating 
in the Indian trade, had referred the whole business to the 
King. As this reference more immediately placed them under 
the Royal protection, the Court continued to act towards their op¬ 
ponents, the Interlopers, in the same manner as they had done 
in the latter years of the two preceding reigns, and granted 
commissions to all their captains, proceeding this season to In¬ 
dia, to seize the Interlopers of every description, and to bring 
them to trial before the Admiralty Court at Bombay, explain¬ 
ing, that as they attributed all the dilFerences, between the 
Company and the Indian Powers, to the Interlopers, if they 
continued their depredations on the subjects of the Mogul, 
or King of Persia, they were to be tried for their lives, as pi¬ 
rates, and sentence of death passed, but execution stayed, till 
the King’s pleasure should be known. Tliis proceeding the 

Court 
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Court rested upon the opinion of the twelve Judges, which was, 

“ that the Company had a right to the trade to the East-Iiidics, 1601 -92. 
“ according to their Charter.” 

Reverting to the origin and termination of the war 'with Court as- 

° ° _ cribe the war 

the Mogul, the Court vindicated its justice, by the necessity of with the Mo- 
the case, and traced this necessity to the continued oppres- 
sions of their servants by the Mogul officers, and to the evils 
which they had experienced from the Interlopers, which had 
afforded an excuse to the Mogul, who could not distinguish 
between licensed and unlicensed Englisli Traders, more par¬ 
ticularly since the latter, on many occasions, had represented 
themselves, though falsely, to he protected by the govern¬ 
ment. The Court had, however, now the consolation (though 
the issue of the war had not corresponded with the magni¬ 
tude of the equipments, or their expectations^ to reflect, that 
they had rendered the English nation more respectable, both 
in Eunipe and in India; and though they approved of the 
proceedings of the late Sir John Child, who had been 
faithful and honourable, yet that the war had been moie 
disastrous, from his not having sufiicicntly toitihed Bombay 
and Retorah, conformably to orders; measures which, there¬ 
fore, they positively enjoined Mr. Harris to carry into effect. 

For this purpose, he was confirmed President of Surat and 
Governor of Bombay (with a salary of ^300 per annum), and 
with the majority of the Council, vested with authority to 
dismiss any of the Company’s servants, who might be guilty of 
disobedience of orders, particularly for corresponding with the 

Interlopers, 
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IIL Interlopers, several of whom had got possession of the Corn- 
1691-92. pany’s original instructions. 

Bombay or- Bombay, at this period, was again declared the chief seat 

dered to be 

again made of Govcmmcnt ill India, and the residence of the President; 

the chief seat 

of Go\crn- the fortifications ordered to be repaired and increased, and the 

ment 

fort at Rctorah to be strengthened, the Court being in amity 
with the Dutch. 


Court ap- As tlic rcvenucs of Bombay were essential to the mainte- 

prove <jf Inc 

seiaureoftho nance of their civil and military servants, and the preservation 

jLSUits’ lands ■' 

of the trade, the Court directed that they should be improved, by 
every practicable means, and explained, that the measure of 
confiscating the lands of those who had deserted them, during 
the invasion of the Island, had already been justified, by the 
precedent of Signior dc Tavora, which had been decided by 
Charles II. and the Privy Council, twenty years before the 
present case occurred; but desired, that the lands might be 
restored to such of the claimants as might be found innocent. 
Court's an- This resolution appears to have originated in the con- 

memoriaiof duct of the Portuguese inhabitants of Bombay, who, during 
guesetnvoy, the Dutcli u ar, and that with the Mogul, refused to assist 

relative to 

the military in the defence of the Island, and claimed exemption from 

icrvicts ol 

the inhabi- niiUtary service :—in this claim they were supported by the 

tantsefBom- 

Portuguese Envoy in London, who presented a memorial in 
their favour to the King, founded on rights under the former 
Portuguese dominion at Bombay. In answer to this memorial, 
the Governor and Committees of the London East-lndia Com¬ 


pany stated, that the inhabitants of the Island of Bombay, 

while 
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they were cabject to the Kh^ of Pbrtugaly paid one-fourlh 
p«nt of the pr 06 t 8 of thdir lands, as a quit«rent, which Presideiit 1691 >92. 
Auogier, sotm after die Ldand came into the possession of the 
Oompaiiy, commated ibr a «put-rmit of twenty thousand xeraphins 
per amiani, reserting to the Ckiinpany, as representing the King, 
the light to the military sm^vioes under which the lands were held 
of the Crown of Pcntugal;—^that during the late war with the Mo. 
gul, not only the payment of this quit-rent had been refused, but 
the right to the military services denied, and, during hostilities, 
the Portuguese inhabitants had, by refusing military aids, forfnted 
the rights to their lands, though it was admitted that they, by 
the cession of the Island to England, had become subjects of 
the King, to whom, by their tenures, they were bound to afford 
iiiilitBi 7 services, either personally or by substitute, more parti- 
cdbrly in cases of invasion ; and that the lands held by ecclesi¬ 
astics were equally bound to furnish military service, cither 
by the possessors, or by their substitutes;—^if, therefore, it was 
consideirad, that the Island, since being granted to the Company, 
had required for its d^nce, by fortifications and by garrisons, 
so large a sum as ^400,000, particularly during the wars 
between the Mogul and the Hindoos, this claim of exemption 
from such service was unreasonable, more particularly, when 
the practice of the native inhabitants of Madras, and of all the 
other English, H^tch, French, and Danish colonies in India, 
could be adduced as evidence, that such services were admitted 
and general.('> 

VOL. III. P The 

(1)—Aniwer of the £ast-India Cooiponj to thoMemoiial of the Portugaesc Envoy. 

i dative 
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ci^p^i Xhe Court next approved the retaining the Gentoo soldiers in 

1691-92. their service, and assigning them portions of lands for their 

Mi-.isures for , , 

encrcasing maintenance:—^tliey were also to be allowed half-pay, but, in 

the milifary 

estabiishmciu tliis case, the Company were to receive half the produce , of 

at fiombay _ . 

their lands; a regulation the more expedient, from the difficulty 
of finding a sufficient munber of recruits in England to strength¬ 
en the garrison. To obviate the danger arising from entrusting 
the defence of the place to the Natives, the Court recommended 
to the Presidency, to engage (if they could be obtained) about 
sixty Armenian Christians, to serve as soldiers, and to offer 
them a bounty of forty shillings per man, and the same pay 
as the English soldiers, because, professing nearly the same 
religion, and being, in other respects, of good character, they 
might be deemed almost a regular part of the Company’s military 
establishment. As the efficient strength of the garrison must 
always depend on English soldiers, and as recruits could not be 
sent from England during the war, the President might embody 
about sixty Madagascar negroes (their constitution rendering them 
equal to the most laborious duties) to be commanded by English 
officers : and the same puiubcr of Arab Lascars, whose bravery 
and active services could be more depended on. 

Commercial The equipments of the season consisted of five large 

lIlStrtKilOUB 

for the scd- ships, two or three of which were for Bombay; but the hiring 

ion. 

country vesssels on freight was to be dii^continued:—forty 
rupees were to be paid for the Company’s passes, granted to 

country 

relative to the Military Services of the Fortagaese Inhabitants of the Island of Bombay, 18th 
March (East-India Papers m the State Paper Office, Part ii. No. 22.) 
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country ships, which would encrease the revenue, and prevent 
Interlopers, or pii'ates, from trading in the Indian Seas:—the 1691-92 
encouragement given to the Armenians ought to be continued, 
and a duty of one per cent., only, taken from them, for goods 
imported from Europe into India :—on the homewai d-bound 
ships, a thousand tons of saltpetre, at least, were to be sent 
from Bengal, it being understood the French were sending 
ships to that country, this sea.son, for this service only.^'^ 

If the instructions to Mi*. Gladman, the Agent in Peusia, Persian trad? 

to be pro- 

(whose conduct was approved of by the Couit,) discover moted. by 

entouiagint; 

caution, with respect to the Dutch, they mark a detcrmina- 

nnn mer- 

tion to extend, by every means, the trade to that country; chants 
Mr. Gladman was to continue his detail of the progress of 
the Dutch embassy, and without giving any ground of com¬ 
plaint, to use his endeavours to prevent them (notwithstanding 
the aiiiity between the two nations in Europe) from acejuiring 
an exclusive trade in any of the Persian commodities :—he was, 
also, to procure all the Caramania wool that he possibly could 
purchase. 

After expressing their opinion of the integrity of the Arme¬ 
nians, the Court recommended, that if this people could engross 
the whole trade in Persian silks, this article might be allowed to 
be imported into Europe by them, on the Company’s shii)s , and 
that, through them, the Agent should push the sale of English 
P 2 broad-cloths, 

(1)—Letters from the Court to the Pre^ulc^cy of Bombay and Surat, IJih May, 25th 
September 1691, and 29th February 1691-92. 
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broad-cloths, of which a thousand pieces, of proper colours, had 
1691-02. been shipped. On viewing all the circumstances of this trade, the 
Coui t were of opinion, that as three thousand pieces of broad¬ 
cloths were annually used in the kingdom of Persia, the sale of 
this staple might be extended, as a most profitable and popular 
measure; and founded this opinion on the fact, that as the 
Company paid no customs in Persia, and the freight fivnn Bom¬ 
bay was small, they might sell cloth at cheaper rates, than the 
cloths which came from Aleppo, to the Persian market, without 
such advantages :—^any surplus stock at Gombroon was ordered 
to be remitted to Bombay, and applied to the investment from 
that part of India. 

Mr Yaiedis- The instructions to the Presidency of Fort St. George, 
Mr. Higum- this season, regarded rather the internal administration, than 

son appoint- , . , , 

ed President the trade. The general amount of the equipments, with the 
of Fort St. 1 T» t. . , » 

George. proportion consigned to Bombay, ascertains the tonnage intended 
for the Fort and for Bengal:—^the Court estimated the remaining 
dead stock at the Fort at ^400,000 ; and calculated, that the 
remains of Europe goods, ordered to be sold, would afibrd an 
additional fund for an investment in Coast cloths. There is a 
deficiency of commercial information, in this season, which arose 
from the dissentions between President Yale and his Council; 
Mr. Yale was, therefore, dismissed the service, and censured, 
for having relinquished the West Coast, or Sumatra trade, and 
Mr. Higginson was appointed President of Fort St. George. 

The 

(1)—Letters from the Court to the Agenfand CouncJ in Penia, 13 th May, 23 th Sep¬ 
tember iCqIj and 29th February 1^1-92. 
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Tiie appoiutnient, however, of Mr. Higginson, was consi- c hap hi 
dered not to be a sufficient remedy for the evils arising from the 1691-92. 
dissentions at the l!V>rt, fmr, at the end of this season, the Court Goltlesbo* 

• , rough ap- 

appointed Captain (afterwards Sir John) Goldesborough, to be poiniedCom- 

niiHsary Go- 

Commissary General, and Supervisor over all their affairs in neral and Su¬ 
pervisor of 

India, that is, vested him with authority to make a full invest!- the Compa¬ 
ny’s Affairs 

gation into the origin and nature of all disputes, and to frame m India 
such regulations, as might give greater consistency to the future 
proceedings of this Presidency, with power to dismiss any of 
their servants, who might, after full examination, be found cul¬ 
pable. Sir John Goldesborough’s instructions were ;—on the 
voyage, to hoist his flag, as Admiral, after passing the Sound- 
ingsj—to proceed, in the fiist instance, to Fort St. George, 
and after having fully examined the matters in dispute between 
Mr. Yale and the Council, and decided between them, to go 
next to Bcncoolen, and examine into all the facts regmding the 
trade at that port, and place it under such regulations, as 
might ensure the Company the luigcst supply of pcpjier and 
other produce:—the Court, however, on consultation, did not 
(as far as the facts were known to them) consider it to be neces¬ 
sary for him to proceed to Bengal, because the confidence which 
they reposed in Mr. Charnock, rendered him the best judge of 
the means of re-establishing the trade in that province. 

The new President and Council, in the mean time, p,sections 
(till the arrival of Sir John Goldesborough) were to direct [hc'^bui'id^ngv 
their attention to the improvement of the revenue of Ma- of*^Mjdrar* 
dras, which the Court held did not amount to one-fifth 

of 
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^hap. Ill of what it miglit yield, under an efficient administration. 

1691-92. This opinion they illustrated, by the analogy of the Dutch, 
wlio drew, at this time, a revenue from Batavia, estimated at 
.^230,000 sterling, per annum ; and were the Dutch in posses¬ 
sion of so strong a situation as Madras, which was as favorably 
situated for the Coromandel Trade, as Batavia was for the 
Southern Tra«le, they would soon realize a revenue, equal to that 
of Batavia —it was, therefore, resolved, that the quit-rents 
should be increased, by a progressive duty on houses, taking a 
scale, from four to eighteen fanains each house;—and next, 
that a duty should be iniposed on licences for public-houses, 
kept by Europeans, in a scale Iroin live to forty pagodas per 
annum, accoi(ling to their magnitude or trade; and on the 
public-houacs, kept by Nati>es, a similar duty of fjom one 
to four ptigodas per annum .—the oi ders, thei'cfore, for inclos¬ 
ing and raising fortifications round the Black Town, wcic to be 
canied into ellect, which would facilitate the collection of the 
revenue •—the cxpenccs of these fortifications were to be defray¬ 
ed by the inhabitants, wlio derived protection from them, not 
by the Company :—the Christian part of the town was to be 
extended, and to form a quadrangle, with handsome stone 
bi idges over the river, and one quarter of it to be assigned to 
the Aimenians, who might be able to induce skilful artificers to 
settle at a place, at which they would be under the protection of 
tlie Fort, without being exposed, as they had hitherto been, to 
depredations by the belligerent powers in the Carnatic :—in this 
(juarter, the Armenians were to be permitted to build a church, 

at 
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at their own charge, and houitcs for the merchants, on payment cha p, m 
of ground rents to the Company. This order is accompanied 1691-92. 
with an interesting account of that distinguished class of 
merchants. The quarter set apart for the Armenians was to 
be called Jalpha, “ that being the town from which Shah- 
“ Abbas the Great had brought them, when he conquered 
“ Armenia, and settled them in a suburb of his new-made me- 
“ tropolitan city, Ispahan, and called the quarter he allotted 
there to the Armenians, Julpha, by the name of the city from 
“ whence he brought them, and they are increased there to be 
“ the richest people, and the most expert merchants we know 
of, in the universe.” 

These improvements at Madras, proceeding upon the plan Regulations 

of increasing the native inhabitants, exphiin the order given ot Aldermen 
® ® at Madras 


respecting the Corporation, into which, the Couit were of opi¬ 
nion, too many Englishmen had been admitted, to the office 
of Aldermen, and therefore lecoinmended, “ that, in future, the 
“ Aldermen should be of different casts, vh. one Armenian, one 
“ or two Hebrews, f)ne or two Portuguese, one oi two Gentoos, 

“ and one Moor or Musseluian.” 

On the subject of the Factories, subordinate to the Fort, Futones at 
the Court ordered those at Conimere and Cuddalore to be with- Ciidd ilore 


drawn, as a purchase had been made from the Ram-Rajah, of a ^nd'^'^Lw' 
new Settlement at Tegnapatain :—^This Settlement, with Madias purchiscd at 

,»r- 'iLgiiapatam. 

and Vizagapatam, were to be the only established stations of the 
Company on the Coromandel Coast,—in each, the Aimenitins 
were to be encouraged to settle, because the charges of an 

English 
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Chief, in a subordinate Factory, amounted to .more 

1^1 thfui twenty Armeanii merciourtH would cost, in procurii^ the 
same goods. For the better regukUion of the Company's 
interests, an AttOTney Gmeral was to be appointed for Fort 
St. George. 

iietrench- The oiders respecting the garrison, of the precediiv yea!r, 

ment of the ^ 

military Mta- Were in substanoe repeated, with the alteration, that ^ two 

bliabment at 

Fort St. companies of infantry wm‘e, in future, to be commanded by 
Lieutenants onlythe President, and First of Council, who 
were to be Captains, were to hare no pay, in time of peace, and 
the duty was to be done by an Aid-Major, or Adjutant, who 
was to have four shillings per day, pay, and twenty shillings per 
month, maintenance, being the sum allowed for Aid-Majors in all 
the Company's other military stations :—the troop of horse and 
company of artillery, formed of the civil servants, were still to 
continue embodied. 

The observadons made in the instructions to Bombay were 
repeated, respecting the reference made to the King by Parlia¬ 
ment, on the subject of the Company's i%hts, and the granting 
commissions to their Captains to seme Interlopers; describing 
them to be “ mal-cootrats, ^ondam C<HBimttee*men, and 
** Adventurers, who have sold their stocks at high rates, and 
** want to buy in again at low." 

The 

(l)--Letten from the Coart to the Precideocy .of Fort St. George, 22 if Janoery and 
zgtb Febraaiy 93 .--— Copy of Sir John Goldetborough’i Jaatraetk»a, 30th FAruaiy 
1 ^ 1 - 03 . 
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The Court’s instructions for Bengal, in substance, were, chap, hi . 
that it was to remain an independent Agency, till Mr. Charnock’s 1691-92. 
removal or death; in either event it was, again, to become sub- ‘o be 

° ’ again aubor- 

ordinate to the Fort;—^that it was proper in Mr. Charnock to 

^ ^ Fort, after 

make the presents he mentioned, to tlie Nabob;—that the Facto- g',], 

ries at Malda, Dacca, and Patna, were to be withdrawn, pro- removal, 
vided a sufficient quantity of saltpetre could be procured at 
Hughly, one thousand tons of which was to make part of the 
investment for the season;—^that the remainder of the invest¬ 
ment (five hundred tons) was to be filled up with the best Bengal 
goods that could be procured, and the Armenians were to be 
encouraged, as much as possible, to bring down finer goods from 
the Upper Provinces. 

As the Court were, as yet, ignorant of the station which 
Mr. Charnock might have been able to fix on, for a Factory, they 
directed, that the mint should be established in whatever pLicc 
he might reside; and repeated the orders, referred to in the 
dii^patehcs of this, and the preceding year, that no coire.spon- 
dence should be held by any of the Company’s sei vants, with 
the Interlopers, or their agents. 

The instructions for Bencoolen refer rather to the arrange- v miiu iiy 

gii ini to be 

ments which Sir John Goldcsborough was to make, for extending lormLj at 

® ^ ° Be.icooleii 

the trade, and employing means for its security, than to any 
expedients beyond those already adopted, by the Agent and Ins 
Council:—meantime, the proposal of forming a Settlement at 
VOL. 111 . Q Sillebar 

(1)—^Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council oi Bengd, 'Jad J.intar/ and 
29th February 1691*92. 
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C HAP nu Sillcbar was rejected, but an allowance given to employ six or 
16*91-^2, eiglit Bugguesses, as a life guard to its Chief or King ;—that 
twenty or thirty Madagascar blacks should be trained as soldiers, 
and, as a distinction, have a red coat and cap, but not the custody 
of their own fire-arms, and always to be commanded by an Euro¬ 
pean officer:—the gari ison was to be regulated by martial law, 
and an armed sloop was to be sent from Fort St. George, for 
the protection of the Company’s traded*) 

MiMsurts of The orders to the suboidinate Factory at Ton quin, Avhich, 

Tonfium dis- it appears, had still been continued, conveyed a disapproba- 
tion of the proceedings at that Agency, both because the goods 
sent were of infei ior quality, and out of request; and because 
£^^30,000 stock had been left there, unemployed, or dead; 
the Agent, therefore, was, in general, ordered to purchase as 
much goods as possible, and to obey such instructions as he 
might receive from the person appointed by Sir John Goldes- 
borough, to take off the remaining stock, and send it to Fort 
St. George, in aid of the Company’s investments from that 
Presidency. 


An embargo 
'•>!( tL<i at 
Sill at on Eu- 
tope sJiip- 


On comparing the circumstances in which Bombay and 
Surat were placed, at the close of the last season, with 

the 


(1)—Letter from the Court to the Agent and Council of Bencoolen, 29thFebiuary 
1691-92 

(2j—Letter from the Court to the Agent atTonquin, 29th February 1691-92. 
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the instructions of the Court regarding both, specified in the chap hi 
preceding narrative, we discover, that President Harris had been 16*.91-9:2. 

pipq, ami a 

obliged to remain at Surat, to restore, if possible, the Com giurd piacod 

tm the iiii- 

pany’s trade, to a situation in which it could be made pro- ghsh Fjcior) 
ductive ; but, that such was the subordinatioji of the Factory to 
the Mogul Governor, that had he proceeded to Bombay, without 
permission, the Company’s servants might have been seized, and 
the trade exposed to hazard. It is true, that this Presidency, 
at this time, had received the Mogul’s “ Ilusbul-hookum,” or 
grant, for liberty of trade in his dominions j but they continued 
to be of opinion, that no place but Bombay ought to be the 
chief seat of the Company’s commerce in India, because the trade 
at Surat was liable to continued oppressions by the brokers, 
who were protected by the Governor;—^any protection which 
the ** Husbul-hookum” afforded, was precarious, and the 
safety of the servants and trade unceitain, from the frequent 
piracies committed by ships, (whether Interlopers or actual 
pirates,) navigated by Europeans. A ship belonging to Surat 
had been attacked and plundered by a pinite of this des¬ 
cription, reported to be English:—this conduct obliged the 
Governor to place a guard on the English Factory, for an 
embargo had been laid on all European shipping, without dis¬ 
crimination. From this distress the President had been partially 
relieved, in consequence of one of the crew of the pirate having 
been seized, and found to be a Dane, and from its appealing, 
in the sequel, that the commanders of several of the piuite 
Q 2 ships, 
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c hap iif ships, to avoid disputes with the greater European Powers, 
l()91-92. had icpiesented themselves as belonging to that nation. 

President Harris and his Council, therefore, reported that 
unless cffectuid measures should be taken to seize on, and to 
prevent the appearance of vessels of this description in the 
Indian Seas, the European trade, particularly that of the 
English, would be constantly exposed to interruptions, if not 
to danger, for the Natives ascribed to them a knowledge, if not 
a connivance with those predatory rovers. 

Bombay, at this time, as a place of security, either for 
du«dl!taio^rf Company’s shipping or trade, was exposed to attacks, be- 
the garrison, causc thc supplies which the Governor had requested, had not 
been sent, the numbers of tlic inhabitants, from the plague, 
had diminished, and the garrison been reduced; he, there¬ 
fore, repeated his request, that a large supply of recruits and 
stores might come on the next ships from Europe. Of the 
Company’s civil servants on the Island, only three remained 
alive, and thc English officers and soldiers were few, and could 
not hold out, for any time, against an invader, 
rotnmerciai Tlic President next explained, that although two of thc 

disirLSsiis ot 

this Presi- Company’s ships had arrived at Surat, from Bengal, the produce 

deucy 

brought was inconsiderable, owing to thc impression of danger 
from thc French ships in those seas, from which these ves¬ 
sels had made a narrow escape:—^the Court’s order for the 
homeward-bound ships to sml round the Noith of Scotland, 
had been opposed by the captains, the President, therefore, 

instructed 
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instructed them, when they arrived at the Cape of Good 
Hope, to hold a consultation with the Dutch Governor 1691-92. 
and officers, the result of which, he trusted, would be, to 
induce them to obey the orders of the Court.—he then re¬ 
ported, that though favorable accounts had been received of 
the disposition of the new King of Siam, with respect to the 
English, he had not deemed it prudent to risk the Company’s 
stock in that country, but had sent a vessel to examine the 
practicability of re-opening the trade. 

The information closes with what often occurs among 
Agents, in remote Settlements, or disputes between the Governor, 

Deputy Governor, and Council, about precedency, and being 
attended with ensigns of dignity.(*> 

The Agent at Gombroon, this season, dues not appear to 
have conformed to the Court’s orders, regarding the large 
quantity of English broad-cloths, which it was calculated 
might be disposed of, in Persia; he stated, however, that 
the Dutch Ambassador had not succeeded in obtaining a 
monopoly of Caramania wool, or silk, but had so far gained 
on the Shahbunder and brokers, as to obstruct the sales of 
English produce at Gombi'oon, which had obliged him to 
pack the goods brought by the Rebecca, in bales, and to 
forward them to Ispahan, to be sold in that city; and no 

payments 

(I)—Letter from tlie President and Council at Surat to the Court, 19th June lOyi 
— Letters from the Deputy Governor and Council of Bombay to the Court, 

October l6gi, and 28 th January 1691-92. 
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CHAP in payments had, as yet, been received of the two years’ customs 
1691-.02. due to the Company.<’) 

Miiiury ope- Tlic cvcnts at FoRT St. George and in Bengal, during 
this season, lu-c rather of iniport.ince, from the political cir- 
mii^^ of All- cuinstanccs under which both of those stations were placed, 
tlic lliiidou than fiom the exertions which the President or Agent of either 
had made. Those dissentioiis between President Yale and his 
Council continued, which had induced the Court to appoint 
Sir John Goldesborough to he Commissary General.—this ani¬ 
mosity was so marked, that the Geneial Letters to the Court, 
dining this season, were signed by the President only, and not 
by the Council; these dissentions were peculiaily unfortunate, 
fioni the continuance of the war hetween the Mogul and the 
Hindoo Chief, or Ram Rajah, wliich exposed the provinces to 
depredations, incompatible with trade :—it is, however, intc- 
lesting to collect, from the narratives of the Presidency of 
Madras, the events which occurred dining the latter years of 
Auiunzebc’s reign ; and they have this degree of authenticity, 
that they are the reports of individuals interested in them, 
from a sense of their own safety. 

It appears, that the strong station of Gingee, into 
which the Hindoo King, or Ram-Rajah, had thrown himself, 
still enabled him to hold out against the Mogul army, com¬ 
manded by Zulfaker Khan, and that, duiing the long siege 
which that officer had conducted, he had made little or no 
impression on the place.—^this the President accounts for, by 

the 


(’)—-Lcttei from Agent GladmantoUic Court, iBtli July KJgi. 
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the supplies for the Mogul Army, both of men and money, 
being intercepted in passing through countries occupied by 1691-92. 
the Hindoos, and from a large body of the Mogul troops, 
under Sultan Azera-Darah, liaving separated from the main 
army. This account coincides u ith the details of the historians 
of the times, of the civil wars which weic beginning, between 
the Emperor and his sons, Avho were each taking measures to 
ensure his succession. 

Continuing the account, that Gingee still held out, the 
Presidency stated, that the Mogul had sent a large army, under 
his youngest son, Khun Buksh, and the Vizier Assed-Khan, to 
reduce Gingee, and to extirpate the Hindoos in thcCainatic; 
concluding, that, from the uncertainty which the Presidency felt 
I'cspccting the result, though they had hitherto, during the three 
years which the siege had continued, only expended ^i£500, 
in presents to the Chiefs, and had been able to keep on 
friendly teims with both parties, yet, as the Mogul commander 
had sent notice of his being within seven days’ match of the 
Fort, farthci piesents, to the amount of ten thousand pago¬ 
das, would be required, to prevent the place being exposed 
to a higher demand ; and added, that though they were in a 
state of peace at Madras, they were not in security, and there- 
fote requested a reinforcement, of fiom two to three hundied 
soldiers. 

It is remarkable, during this state of waifaie in tlie coun- Fou st. 
try, that the Piesidcncy had puichased Togiiap.itam, and the 

loii.hcd 

title had been secured by a grant, uudci the seal ot the Hindoo 

King, 
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King, and by a Cowl from the Subah of the Carnatic, and that 
1691-92. this town had been walled, and bulwarks made to it:—in the 
coiTcspondence it is, for the first time, denominated Fort St. 
David. This acquisition appears to have been viewed with 
much jealousy by the Dutch, who refused to pay the same 
customs of two and a half per cent, to the Company, at the port, 
ivhich they had formerly paid to the Duan, notwithstanding 
the English Agent claimed on the principle, that the place had 
been sold by the Hindoo King, in full right to the Company, 
and confirmed by the Subah’s Cowl:—^the Dutch, however, 
refused the payment, and the Agent at Fort St. David’s laid 
an embargo on the Dutch goods, till they should acquiesce in 
this rate of custom. 

The Presidency described, at the same time, the low state 
of the Dutch trade, that they had fixed their chief station, 
or residence, on the Coromandel Coast, at Negapatam, and 
that the French had remained quiet, during this year, at 
Pollicherry. 

SSi re- The measures adopted for reviving and establishing the 

tiade in Bengal, are detailed in the Madras correspondence ; 
in which it is intimated, that fifty thousand pagodas were 
intended to be sent to Mr. Charnock, who had dispatched a 
ship for England, without previously intimating the circumstance 
to the Presidency ;—^that the residence of the Agent was 
at Chutanuttee, and though protected by about a hundred 
soldiers, he had not been allowed to build a fortified Factory, and 
storehouses. This defenceless situation, the President ascribed to 

the 
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the Governor of Surat having retained the Phirniaund for Ben- 

gal, till restitution should be made to him of the goods taken 1691-92 

from the merchants in the late war; and added his opinion, that 

without such Phirmaund, it would be impracticable to settle the 

trade in Bengal, with any prospect of safety or success. 

The President, on the subject of trade on the Coromandel 
Coast, reported, that, from the wars in the country, the price of 
provisions and labour had risen so high, that there was great 
difficulty in procuring calicoes and piece-goods ;—^that exertions 
would be made to obtain an investment of those articles, both at 
Fort St. David and at Vizagapatam, and that they had sent to 
Bengal, with Mr. Charnock, a stock of 210,000 pagodas, besides 
powers to recover about 400,000 rupees, in debts and remains, 
left in that country ; of whom, however, they complain, for 
having acted without the President’s orders, and for not having 
afforded them any accounts of his proceedings. 

Tlie only information respecting Bencoolen, during this Aftjirs at 
season, appears on the Madras advices, at which station, as if fnd Tonqum 
by contagion, similar dissentions among the Company’s servants 
had arisen :—the Agent, Mr. Sowden, hud been recalled, and 
Mr. Fleetwood sent from the Fort, to take charge of the 
Settlement. 

The Madras letters complain of want of information from 
Tonquin, and request the Court to send out a person, properly 
qualified, to take charge of that Factory.(') 

VOL. III. R 

tl)—Letters from President Yale to the Court, 25 tb May and 20th November 1691. 
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1692 - 93 . 


CHAP iir The Court’s instructions to the foreign Settlements of the 

16.92-93. Company, in this season, are extremely limited, no orders hav- 
cy’onmeiii- ing been sent to Fort St. George, Bengal, or Bencoolbn, 
Jndia ainiu probably from their having entrusted the whole of the mea- 
iiisiriKtions sures to be adopted, at the two first of these stations, to the discre- 
rtign Stiiie- tioii of Sir John GoUlcsboiough, from whom, at this time, they 

nieuts. , , . , 

had not received any communications, lespecting the actual 
state of cither of those Settlements; and from their having con> 
tided entirely in Mr. Ch.irnock, in Bengal. It is remarkable, 
however, that the equipments of the season were larger, and 
the stock greater, than either liad been in the preceding year. 
Motkequipments consisted of eleven shipsof the first fleet 
InsTriKMons tlircc (the Cliarlcs the Second, the Sampson, and 

oithest.ison jjerkeley Castle) were consigned to Madras and Bengal; 

two, (the Modena and Elizabeth) to Bombay and Surat, with 
a stock of d£l00,000; and, subsequently, another ship (the 
Resolution) to Bombay, with a faither stock of ^50,000 in 
bullion. As the season advanced, four more large ships (the 
Defence, Princess of Denmark, Royal James, and Mary) were 
dispatched to India, and a small vessel to St. Helena and 
Bencoolen.. 


On 
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On the Modena, besides other articles, a thousand pieces of ^ hap iit 
broad-cloth were sent, with an order to forward them, with the 1692-93. 
utmost expedition, to Persia, unless they could be disposed of, at 
very high rates, for ready money, at Surat or Bombay. The 
only general instruction of this season was, that the President 
should remain at Surat, till the investment for the season eould 
be completed ; and, subsequently, that he was not to remove to 
Bombay, till farther orders. To promote the Company’s trade 
on the Malabar Coast, the Armenians were to have the use of 
the Company’s warehouses at Carwar, to lodge their goods, on 
paying at the rate of four per cent, per monsoon, for this accom¬ 
modation. 

The instructions to the Agent in Persia, corresponded with Some >oung 
those detailed for Bombay:—he was directed to send the thou- Ispahan!' to 
sand pieces of cloth from Gombroon to Ispahan, by the first PeLauand 

, , . , , 1 1 • .1 Armenian 

conveyance, and himselt to proceed to that city, to concert with languages, 
the chief of the Armenians, respecting the measures to be 
adopted for promoting the Company’s interests; and to get some 
young men, who had embarked from England, accommodated 
at Ispahan, to acquire a knowledge of the Persian and Arme¬ 
nian languages, to qualify them to conduct the Company’s com¬ 
mercial concerns in that kingdom. 

R 2 Several 


(1) —Letter from the Court to the President and Council of Bombay and Surat, lit 
April 1692 

(2) —Letter from the Court to the Agent at Gombroon, lit April 1692. 
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CHAP III 

1 ^^ 3 . 

The obstruc¬ 
tion of the 
passage of 
the pilgriini, 
fiom Surat to 
Mccia, the 
auniLf of the 
peace granttil 
by the Mo¬ 
gul to the 
iiiiglish. 


1 he French 
fleet capture 
one of the 
(’ompanj’s 
kllips. 


Several interesting circumstances occurred at Surat and 
Bombay, in the seiison 1692-93, respecting the conduct of the 
Mogul towards the Company, and the proceedings of the French, 
in that part of India. 

The annual voyage of the pilgrims, from Surat to Judda, 
and thence to Mecca, foimcd an important part of the Maho- 
medan religion, and, as will appear in the sequel, it was the 
duty of the Siddee, as Admiral of the Mogul fleet, to convey 
them to Judda, and return with them to Surat. During the 
war with the Company, compliance with this part of their reli¬ 
gion had become difficult, and frequently impracticable, and 
had the Presidency of Bombay, during the war, been aware of 
this circumstance, and captured some of the principal pilgrims, 
the release of Mr, Harris might have been effected, and peace 
obtained on more favourable terms; for he now gave it as 
his opinion, that the real cause of the Mogul having granted 
peace to the English, was to allow a tree passage, to and 
from Judda, to the pilgrims. A rupture, also, had taken place, 
at this time, between the Mogul and the Portuguese, for the 
Siddee had landed with a body of troops, to attack the fort of 
Bassein. 

The force of the French, on the West of India, was disco¬ 
vered, from the incident of their fleet having captured, on the 
11th October 1692, the Elizabeth, one of the Company’s ships, 

within 
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within fifty leagues of Bombay j and though the capture is dc- 

scribed iis having been made, after a sharp engagement, resistance lh92-93. 

appears to have been fruitless, for the French fleet consisted of 

one ship of sixty-six, one of sixty, one of forty, and one of twenty 

guns, sent from Europe, rather to make captures, than to 

prosecute trade. This opinion was corroborated, by the chief mate 

of the Elizabeth, who was released on the arrival of the French 

fleet at Surat, to whom the officers had communicated their 

real intention, in coming to that port, to be, to withdraw their 

Factory, unless they should take a prize that would furnish 

them with a stock to open trade. 

Agreeably to the character of that people, the French 
Factory at Surat had taken advantage of the disputes, between 
the President and Mr. Vaux, the Deputy Governor of Bombay, 
both to injure the trade, and to excite jealousies of the English, 
but the order of the Court to suspend Mr. Vaux in his Govern¬ 
ment having an ived, the other Members of Council were recon¬ 
ciled to the President, and signed the General Letter; suspicion, 
howerer, was attached to Mr. Vaux, from the circumstance of 
his having purchased the CompanyV ship, Elizabeth, from the 
French, on his own account. 

Tlie advices from Surat contain a series of complaints ^e- 

pressed by 

against the Interlopers, or that their ship, the Success, had 
been at Swally, though, from the weak condition of the Pre- ' 

sidency, and the capture of the Elizabeth, it was impractical>le, 
either to seize on this vessel, or to prevent her commander from 
trading; but that they had written to the Dutch Governor of 

the 
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CHAP. Ill the Cape of Good Hope to detain her, on her return to £iig> 

1692-93. Jiind ,—that the captain of the Company’s ship Benjamin, 
thong]) disposed to obey the orders to seize this Interloper, 
had it nut in his power to make an attack, his crew having 
refused to fight. 

The Presidency, also, stated, that if means were not 
adopted, to check the piracies committed by ships bearing the 
English flag, in the Red Sea, the whole of their concerns at 
Surat would be impeded, if not endangered, because the 
Natives identified these English pirates, with the ships of the 
Company. 

Besides obstruction to their trade, from these known de¬ 
scriptions of Interlopers and pirates, a new order of rivals to 
the Company had arisen, in what the Presidency termed Per¬ 
mission Ships,'* or vessels who had obtained licences from the 
Company to make a voyage to the East-Indies, under certain 
conditions, the masters of which, instead of adhering to such 
conditions, had acted in the same manner as Interlopers, of a 
less defined character; the Presidency, therefore, requested, 
that such ** Permission Ships” might not, in future, receive 
authority to trade in the Indian Seas. 

he revival The Presidency, in general, represented the circumstances 

ot Cuiirtii oi 

Admiralty of Bomb AY, as follows —^that they had not been able to carry the 

and Judica¬ 
ture at Bom- Court’s Orders into effect, on account of its defenceless situation, 

bay prevent- 

I d. by the and the low state of the garrison, and that these circumstances ‘ 

UeftnceicHS 

stale of the made it impracticable to revive either the Courts of Admiralty, 

(arnson. * ^ * 

or Judicature;—that the forfeited lands had been restored to 

such 
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such of the owners as had proved faithful to the Company, 

and the like favor would have been extended, even to the Jesuits, 1692-^3. 

if they would have given an obligation to bring their case before 

the Court of Judicature, when it should be re-established. These 

circumstances had rendered the Presidency at Surat, as well as 

the Governor of Bombay, anxious that the Company’s authority 

should be established by Act of Parliament:—^in the hope ot 

this event, every exertion should be made, to put Bombay in 

the most respectable state of defence, and to strengthen the 

Settlements at Retorah and Tellicherry, to enable each to protect 

the districts in their vicinity. 

On the subject of trade, the Presidency reported, that the Dnpiiciiy of 
ships would be dispatched for Europe, as soon as the French n*!ant,?niiieir 
fleet left Swally river; but complained of the Armenians, w'uiithcFre- 

, sitleiicy of 

for having refused payment of the credit which the Com- Surat. 
pany had on them, for .§^50,000, under the pretext, that they 
had not received any advice, authorizing them to make such 
payment; and, when this pretext was compared w ith their 
actions, the duplicity of their character hud become evident, for 
they refused to bring down their goods, to go in the Com¬ 
pany’s ships for Europe (five bales, only, being loaded on their 
account) and yet ofiered Bengal goods for sale, to the Company, 
at exorbitant prices ;—Whence it was evident, that they would 
not aid the Company in making the investment, on account of 
the risks they supposed they might run, from the existing war 
in Europe. This conduct the Presidency represented to be an 
improper return for the protection they hud received, and a dere¬ 
liction 
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CHAP. IH liction of their friends ** in the hour of need,” and if the President 
1692-93. and Council had not granted bills, on their personal credit, to 
the Armenians for fifty thousand rupees, the investment must 
have failed for this season:—^This representation of the con¬ 
duct of the Armenians carries with it some degree of doubt, 
from the President and Council having requested the Court to 
grant to them, the same liberty of trade, as they had given to 
the Armenians. 

The Court do not appear in this season, to have received any 
information from Persia, on the state of their affiiirs in that 
kingdom, either directly from Gombroon, or indirectly from Surat. 
Aruv.nl of Sir The intelligence from Fort St. George, this season, is 

borough'ar also limited, being confined to an account of the arrival of Sir 
Madra* Goldesborougb, who sailed from England in March 1692, 

arrived in Ballasore Roads on the 31st October, and at Madras 
on the 23d November;—it, therefore, can only be collected from 
Sir John Goldesborough’s report to the President of Surat, dated 
the 13th December 1692, that he had established President 
Iliggenson in the Government, in the room of President Yale; 
desired that the two Phirmaunds, relative to Fort St. George, 
which had been sent to Sir John Child, should be returned, and 
that every possible effort should be made to strengthen the Fort 
of Retorah, and to seize the Interlopers at Surat. 

Affairs 

(1) —Letters from the Presiden<y of Surat to the Court, llth January and lltb 
February l692 g 3 

(2) —Copy of Sir Jolin GoJdesboroogh’s Journal, March to November 1692.—— Letter 
from the Prejidency of Fort St. George, to the Presidency of Surat, lathDecember iGQi. 
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Affairs at Bencoolen, this season, previously to the 
Agent’s receiving notice of the arrival of Sir John Goldes- 1692-93. 
borough, remained in confusion, from the dissentions between takln oMh^ 
the Agent, Mr. Sowden (who had been displaced, and sue- Bencooienby 
ceeded by Mr. Fleetwood) and his Council;—the Settlement 
had been involved in a war with the Natives, which had ex¬ 
hausted the stock, and enabled the Dutch to engross the 
pepper trade:—the station at Indnipore had not been with¬ 
drawn, from the impracticability of bringing off the guns, and 
from the effect it might have, in encreasing the influence of 
the Dutch:—it was, however, admitted, that Bencoolen had 
become more healthy than formerly; and that a supply had 
been received of nearly two hundred Caffres, part of whom 
had been disciplined as soldiers, but the greatest number 
employed in building godowns, or warehouses, and on the 
fortifications, which were represented as having been unskil¬ 
fully planned, from being commanded by a high hill in the 
immediate vicinity. 

Sir John Goldesboroiiffh, to remedy these evils, had sent SirJoi.n 

. . . . Goldcs- 

Mr. Wilson to be Second in Council, with a considerable supply borouRh’* 

^ ^ ^ plan for ths 

of stores and ammunition, one ensisrn, one serieant, and twelve improvement 

of the scttle- 

Buropean soldiers, to reinforce the garrison, ordered the forti- mem at Ben¬ 
coolen. 

fications to be encreased and strengthened, new storehouses 
to be built, to contain from five hundred to a thousand tons of 
pepper, barracks erected for the soldiers, and houses for the 
negroes, but in situations which would render revolt difficult. 

To cover these charges, the Agent was directed to improve the 
S 


VOL. III. 


revenue 
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revenue, as far as circumstances would allow, and to ofler en- 
1692 > 93. couriigcment and accommodation to such Chinese, as might be 
disposed to settle at the place, under the Company’s protection.^*) 
Mutiny at Thc Interlopers, among other insidious projects, had as- 

in which Go- scrtcd, that the Company governed their Settlements by martial 

vcrnor John- ,,,,,, , , , 

stonwaskil- law, Only:—this law they represented to be contrary to the 
rights of Englishmen, and an arbitrary rule, which ought 
not to prevail in the most distant of the British dependen¬ 
cies. Thc Court, although it could have obviated^ this 
aspersion, by reference to their having established Admir 
ralty, and other Courts of Justice, at the principal Settlements, 
were obliged so far to yield to popular prejudices, as to sus¬ 
pend the operation of martial law at St. Helena, a station 
at which the East-India shipping could only touch for refresh¬ 
ment. Thc effect of this sus})cnsion was, what always occurs, 
when jiopular clamour about liberty, obliges any administration 
to substitute rules not applicable to the case :—small ship, of 
a hundred and five tons (^the Francis and Mary) fitted out in 
England for the Coast of Guinea trade, put into St. Helena in 
distress, on the 3d of April 1693 :—thc distress was occasioned 
hy a mortality among the crew, and the vessel could not pro¬ 
ceed, without obtaining from the Governor, six additional hands 
to navigate her :—^these men, by the interruption of martial 
law, were ready for mutiny, and having corrupted some of the 

soldiers, 

(1)—Letter From the Agent and Council at Bencoolen to the Court, 1st February 

lt^ 2-93 -Letter from Sir John Goldesborougli, and the Council at Fort St. George, to the 

Agent aod Council at Bencoolen, 1st Marcli lGi 92 - 93 , 
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soldiers, after disarming and imprisoning those who refused, chap iir. 
plundered the Company’s stores:—^in the resistance made, the 1692-93. 
Governor (Captain Johnston) and the captain of the vessel, 
were killed; the mutineers made their escape, and took with 
them twenty-seven persons^ including women and children;— 
leaving, thus, evidence of the danger of introducing undefined 
notions of freedom in a garrison, instead of governing it by 
strict military discipline, which alone is suited to a remote 
station.<’> 

On receiving information of this event^ we shall subsequently captain 
find, that the Court appointed Captain Keeling to be Governor po^ntTlonl 
of the Island, and sent reinforcements of troops and stores, to hhad.*^^ ***** 
reduce the place to obediencc.<^) 

S 2 

(1) —Narrative of the Rebellion at St« Helena, April 1693 . 

(2) —Letter from the Court to the Governor and Council of St, Helena/ 3d Januar/ 

1693 - 94 . 
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1693 - 94 . 


CHAP III The events which appear in the proceedings of the Court of 

1693-94. Directors, during the season 1693-94, called for new efforts from 

to ihe East- the Adventurers, or Proprietors, and diseover, that, at home, cir- 

giny, 7th cumstanees were recurring, the effects of which on the Company’s 

1693. (5 rights and trade could only be provided against by temporary 
William and 

Mary) expedients, though, in the sequel, we shall find, that those expe¬ 
dients were neither calculated to remedy, nor to remove the evils: 
—^in like manner, the Court could only devise measures for 
their foreign Settlements, which events, in India, rendered it 
impracticable to execute. 

It has appeared, that Indian affairs had been a subject 
of discussion in Parliament, and that the result had been, a 
reference to the Sovereign, for adjustment; it has, also, 
appeared, that difficulties had arisen from the Private Traders 
or Interlopers at home, who were working on the credulity 
of the public, by specious prtijects of encreasing the exports of 
British staples and merchandize, and of larger and more profit¬ 
able imports of Eastern produce, which would augment the 
commerce of the kingdom, and extend the navigjition, or shipping 
interest. These speculations weie popular, at a peiiod when the 
war had for its object, to balance the power of France, and 

to 
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to lessen the resources by which that ambitious monarchy was cha p m . 
proposing to depress the Maritime Powers of Europe. 1693 - 94. 

The result of the reference to the King was, that instead of 
the Company obtaining a conSrmation of their Charter, by an 
Act of Parliament, they received a new Charter from the 
Crown, dated the 7th October 1693 (5th William and Mary) 
confirming all their former privileges, nearly in the same terms 
as originally granted by the Charter of Queen Elizabeth 

In this new Charter, the legal objection to the Company's ^Igchajter?^ 
former privileges (or that they had forfeited them, by the non¬ 
payment of a duty of five per cent, on Joint Stocks, levied by 
an Act, 4th and 5th William and Mary, cap. 15, sect. 10 and 
12) was removed by the King, who re-granted to the Company 
all the privileges specified in former Charters, and ratified all 
th c acts done by the Chmpany, since the 24th March 1693, 
containing only the restriction, that this new grant would be 
revoked, if the Company did not comply with the alterations 
which the King might think proper to make, before the 29tli 
September 1694, and subjecting them to the payment of 
j^9,300, as their proportion of the duty imposed by the pre¬ 
ceding Act.<') 

Besides these public conditions, the Company came under Company en- 
an obligation to the King, to export, on the ships of the season, obligation 
English manufactures, to the value of 5^150,000; and, in a^i50,^of 

British ma- 

compliance, we find, that they shipped ^50,000 in cloth for nufacturei. 

the 

(0 —Leltera Patent granted to the East.India Company, dated /th October J693 
(3th William and Mary ) (Printed Collection of Charters, page 141 .) 
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Persian market, only; expliiining, that they were in- 

1693-94. cluccd to make this eflbit, by the conduct of the Turkey Mer¬ 
chants, who had represented themsdves to be the only exporters 
of English produce, and that the East-India Company had, 
on every occasion, endeavoured to lessen the importance of 
the Turkey trade to the realm. To repel this attack of the 
Turkey Company, the Court determined to push the cloth trade, 
in Persia, to the greatest possible extent, and expected, that the 
returns woidd be made in Persian silks, by which they hoped to 
undersell the Turkey Merchants in this article, and thus demon¬ 
strate to the public, the value of the Company’s trade, both in 
its exports and imports. 

AfiJitionai This Charter had existed but a few weeks, when, on the 

iithNovein. Same basis of Letters Patent, it was again confirmed, on the 11th 

ber 1693, for 

.-lugmcnting Novcmbcr 1693 (5 William and Mary). The object of this re- 

tlie Compa- 

iiy’s sfoi k, ncwal appears to have been, to empower the Company to add 

for defining _ . . , , . 

thoir turm, ££744,000 to their stock, and to limit the duration of their 

.ind spocifv- 

ingtiu‘fin.>ii- exclusive privileires, to 7/ears from that date. This 

ficatioiis of r a 

Propne- ^ grant, besides, specified regulations for the management of 

Cur”^'^*^* this additional stock; requiring, that the subscribers should 
take an oath, that the stock was for their own use ;—^^1,000 
stock to entitle to one vote, as far as 10,000; but no person 
to have more than ten votes;—a Governor, Deputy, and 
twenty-four Committee-men, to be elected in April, in each year; 
—^thc Governor and Deputy to have .^4,000 stock, and each 
Committee-man c£l,000 stock;—the Company to hold Ge¬ 
neral Courts, and make Byc-laws; and not to licence any 

private 
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private ship to go to the East-Indies, under penalty of forfeiting 
their Charter;—^they were to export ^100,000 of British 1693-94. 
produce, annually ; and the dividends were to be paid in money, 
only.(*> 

The circumstance of payinff the dividends in money, is Tiienew<i«h. 

^ ® _ script ion ot 

chiefly memorable, from its beinff in contrast with the practice .^744.000 
^ * completca. 

of the Dutch East-Indiu Companies, each of the Chambers of 
which paid their dividends, partly in money, and partly in pro¬ 
duce. The Court agreed to continue their books open for this 
new Subscription to the 10th January 1693-94, when, from the 
large sums subscribed, as early as the 3d of that month, or 
£(£719,000, it became evident, that not only the whole sum 
of c£7“^4,000 would be subscribed, but an amount which would 
much exceed it, and oblige the Court to reduce the proportion 
of each subscriber, that the whole sum might not exceed 
£^744,000;—and this eflbrt, the Court trusted, would induce 
Parliament to confirm their Charter. These public acts, and 
the measures which the Court adopted, to obtain rights, or to 
repel the pretensions by which their opponents, the Interlopers, 
were endeavouring to prejudice the public opinion against them, 
explain the real state of Indian affairs, at home, at this crisis. 

In the beginning of this season, the Private Traders, or Court’s me¬ 
morial, ex- 

Interlopers, fitted out vessels, particularly the Interloper Hud- pjaming^ the 
son, who had escaped with his ship to India .—alarmed at this interlopers, 
public invasion of their rights, the Court determined to obstruct 

him 

(1)—Letters Patent granted to the East-India Company, dated lllh Novembir 1693 
(Slh William and Mary ) (Printed Collection ol Cbartert, page J 52 ) 
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C HAP. HI . him in his trade, by directing their servants to bribe the Native 
1693-94. Governors to refiise him access to the markets; and, as early 
ns the month of May, a subscription of .5^400,000 (which after¬ 
wards became part of the ^^44,000} w^is employed, to bear 
down, in the home and foreign markets, two other Interloping 
ships, which had taken advantage of the interval, between the 
Old and the New Charteis, to slip out to India:—this effort was 
made, at the period when the Court were waiting for the King’s 
approbation of the New Charter, and its passing the Great Seal. 

In this state of anxiety, they directed the Presidencies in 
India to solemnize this confirmation of their power in the most 
public manner, not only that the event might make an im¬ 
pression on the Natives, but, fix the character of the Inter¬ 
lopers in India to be that of unauthorized traders, and a 
class of people almost ranked with pirates. At this time, also, 
the Court resolved to put an end to the Permission Tradcy (as 
it was termed), as soon as the New Charter should go through 
all the fcHrms; and, in fact, this was the first effect of it, for 
the Court refused to comply with the request of the Presi¬ 
dency of Surat, to grant to them, or their other servants, the 
same liberty of trade as the Armenians enjoyed-hence, by the 
second new Charter, and by the regulations under it, the Per¬ 
mission Trade was prohibited; and all ships, going from Bom¬ 
bay and Surat to Bengal, were to be consigned to the Agent 
there, who was to be allowed two per cent, commission for his 
trouble, and to be responsible for the obstruction of the Private 
Traders. 


In 
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In the progress of the season^ the Court had recourse to a iir 

new expedient for destroying the Private, or Interloping Trade; 16.93-94 
—it had been found, that, after all the efforts to prosecute them 
in courts of law, after granting commissions for seizing them, 
and bringing them to condemnation, &c., they still rose up, 
under new pretences, and under new forms, and agitated the 
public mind, by specious projects for increasing the general 
trade of the country, while, at the same time, they were, in fact, 
the authors of all the interruptions, as well as calamities, which 
the Company had so recently experienced from the Country 
Powers; it was, therefore, resolved, to purchase the stock 
and shipping of the principal Interlopers, to accept, us ready 
money, on the Company’s account, the value of the two ships 
(the Edward and the Henry) which bad sailed to India, and to 
admit them on the Company’s books ; conceiving, that, by this 
expedient, they would be able to absorb the Private Trade, 

(which was really such,) and to make a distinction between it 
and the Interlopers, who acted partly as such, and partly as 
pirates, and had given occasion, by their evasion of payments to 
the Natives, and by their depredations, to those seizures of the 
Company’s stock and goods at their Factories, by the Native 
Governors and by the Mogul’s orders, from which the Company 
had suffered such repeated losses, and (as >ve shall find in the 
foreign transactions of this season) interruptions in the agree¬ 
ments which they had made with the Native Merchants, for 
providing the investments. This prefect the Court explained, by 
repeating the opinion which appeared in the insti actions of the 
voii. III. T preceding 
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C HAP 111 , preceding years, that such Interlopers and pirates had not only 
16.93-94. been the source of all the Company’s sufferings in India, but the 
caiisc of that discredit, which had been, so often, brought on the 
English name, in the East-Indies. These events discover the 
reason, ^hy tin; Court returned to the system which they had 
adopted, when they placed their whole interests in India under 
the administration of Sir John Child. 

Sir John In the preceding season, the Court had appointed Sir John 

ap. Goldesborough to exercise unlimited powers and control over all 
ai!rT\i\ In- their Settlements, in ^hat they termed the South of India, by 
1ohn”G!\\ci^^ the title of Commissary and Supervisor, but, in this season, 
Ot neial and he was appointed General in India, and to have his chief resi- 
Bombay ** dencc at Fort St. George, with the same powers as exercised by 
Sir John Child ; and appointed, also. Sir John Gayer to be Lieu¬ 
tenant General under him, and Governor of Bombay, and Chief 
of the Company’s Factories in the North of India, to reside at 
Bombay, and to succeed Sir John Goldesborough, in case of 
death, as General at Fort St. George, with power, without 
advice of the Council, to dismiss any of the Company’s servants 
who might disobey his orders, or act improperly ; with the ex¬ 
ception of President Harris, and Mr. Annesley and Mr. Weldon, 
Second and Third of Council at Surat, who were to continue to 
administer the Company’s interests at that port. 

Sii John The substance of Sir John Gayer’s instructions was, to 

Gijer’s in- ^ ’ 

tirucitQiis turn all the Company’s effects into money, to add to the fund. 

for investments, to bring the remains from the subordinate 
Factories on tlie Malabar Coast, to Surat or Bombay, and 

always 
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always to have in readiness, a large quantity of pepper and ni. 
cotton wool, to meet the arrival of the shipping. 1693-94 

It was under these circumstances, and subsequent to the Equipments. 

stork, and 

grant of the New Charters, that the equipments of the season commercial 

orders, for 

were encreased to thirteen ships, of from one hundred and twenty, »ea*oo 

to seven hundred tons, which were appointed to sail in two fleets, 
one in January, and the other in March 1693-94. Two ships 
were to proceed to Cadiz, to obtain bullion, to be coined in the 
Company’s mints in India, and one vessel, of two hundred tons, 
to go direct to Amoy, in China, to attempt a distinct trade with 
that country. 

The instructions, respecting the homeward voyage, given 
in the last season, were receded from, on account of the 
sickness of the crews, at the rendezvous at Barbadoes:—to 
prevent the enemy from obtaining intelligence of their ravte, 
the sailing orders were issued by a Secret Committee, >vhich 
directed that, in case they missed the Dutch fleet at the Cap^, 
of Good Hope, they were to proceed to Galway, in Ireland, 
and there to wait for orders, as to the mode of returning to 
England. 

For providing an investment, the Presidency of Surat were 
authorized to draw on the Court (^as the Armenians had refused 
to answer the credit on them) tor jS50,000, above the stock sent, 
and none of the Company’s stores were to he sold, unless they 
produced double the invoice price. In the list of articles for the 
investment, it w'as specified, that ^100,000 should be expended 
in procuring indigo and chintzes. 

T 2 


The 
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The separate orders to Bombay were, that the Grovemor, 

• should, on no account, comply with any part of the demand of 
r tlic Portuguese, for customs at Tannah and Caranjah:—he was 
to keep up the garrison to two companies of elfective European 
infantry, for Avhich one liundred and twenty recruits were to be 
embarked on the ships of the setison; and he was to be careful, 
that the auxiliary native soldiers were to consist of as many of 
the same cast, as he could engage. 

The trade to Persia, during this season (as mentioned in 
the instructions to Surat and Bombay,) had become, from the 
conditions under which the new grants were obtained, an im¬ 
portant subject of consideration to the Court, because the sales 
of cloth, to the amount required, would be impracticable in 
India, unless a vent could be opened for them, in Persia. 
In the Court’s instructions to the Agent in Persia, to promote 
this sale, he was enjoined to collect as much Pereian silk 
and Carauiania wool, as could be procured by partial barter ; 
and, to enable him to prosecute this plan more effectually, 
the establishment in Persia was augmented, and was, in 
future, to consist of a Chief, four Factors, and four Writers; 
and the Factories at Gombroon and Ispahan to be permanent;— 
the Chief was to reside at either place, as it might appear 
to him most advantageous for the promotion of this enlarged 
trade ;—and, that the Company’s servants might be qualified to 


(j)—Letters from ihc Court to the Picbidency of Surat, and the Lieutenant General and 

Governor of liombiy, Ut and 24th May, 27thOctobot 1693, and 3d January 1693-94.- 

Copyot Sir John Ga)er's Instructions, 2oth Miy itigi. 
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take charge of the subordinate duties, the Writers of this 
season were to reside in the liouses of Armenians, to study 
their language, and acquire their method of conducting 
business. 

Under these general orders, as the King of Persia had 
offered the whole of the silk in Persia to the Armenians, for 
payments to be made within three years, the Agent was 
empowered to take one-third of the silk frt)m tlie Armenians, 
on the Company’s account, provided they avouUI agree, that the 
remainder should be put on board the Company’s ships for the 
Europe market, assigning as their reason for this expedient, 
that the French war had interrupted the Turkey merchants in 
their imports of silk, and that this article had risen, both in 
request and price. 

It was farther directed, that the English cloth sliould be 
consigned to the principal Armenian merchants, at Julpha, pro¬ 
vided it could be bartered for silk, oi ready money, or even for 
one-third in money, and two-thiids in silk .—the oiders for 
Caramania wool were general, or to obtain as large a quantity 
as might be practicable, or, as much money and wool as the 
state of the trade would bear, to be forwarded to Surat, but 
with a prohibition to send any money to Bengal. 

The Court’s instructions, this season, to Fort St. Glorok, 
and their commercial orders and regulations, both to this Pie- 
sidency and to Bengal, arc so much blended with each olliei, 

that 


English cloth 
Lonsigned to 
the Arme¬ 
nian mer^. 
chants, to be 
birlered tor 
Persian silk 


Mixed 
'tiiutm 
M idr.ia and 
licngal. 


to 


(1)—Letters from the Court to the Agent .ind Council in Pi-r i.i, 'i 1th M iv, Uito- 
ber 1693, end 3d J.inuary iOfp 94 
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CHAP. Ill , that the regulations must come in detail for each, though the> 
1693-94. commercial orders were distinct. 

Hqjise of Tlic information regarding the New Charters, as given to 

Commons 

pass a volo, Bombay and Surat, and the progress of the subscriptions, arc 
E^g! f ‘‘en towards the close of the season, a gloom seems 

the eIsi*!!! have overcast the prospect of advantages from these 

dies, unless Charters, for a vote of the House of Commons struck equally 

prohibited by ' ^ ^ 

haraeiV*^^ at their principles, and at their conditions :—by this vote it was 
declared, that it is the right of all Englishmen to trade to the 
“ East-Indies, or any part of the world, unless prohibited by 
“ Act of Pailiament.” 


eompniiy's Without attempting to examine the political circumstances 

estrfhliiih- ^ ... . . ^ 

nienfs on the which produccd tliis votc, it is sufficient to notice its enect on the 

Coast 10 be . * , . » t» • i 

CO ihncd to Court, u liicli expresscd its apprehensions to the Presidency of 
St**!?' ’ f Interlopers would take advantage of 

andVizaga- jt, and send out new equipments, against which they were 
ordered to provide by every possible effort. After repeating the 
information to the Presidency of Fort St. George, that Sir 
John Goldcsborough had been appointed General in India^nd 
Sir John Gayer, Lieutenant General in the North of India, 
with succession, the separate instructions consisted in a re¬ 
petition of the orders not to resettle Masulipatam, Mada- 
pollaiii, or Conimerc, but to coniine the Company’s stations on 
the Coromandel Coast, to Fort St. George, Fort St. David, 
and Vi/agapataiii (leaving Mr. Charnock with the sole au¬ 
thority at Bengai) ;—to -invite the merchants at the Factories 
which were to be withdrawn, to settle at the Fort, and at 

Fort 
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Fort St. David ;—to establish the mint, and to send such money 
as they could coin (particularly silver fanams) to Bengal, which 1693-94. 
would pass current, both in that country, and at Bencoolen ;—to 
adopt the same measures, respecting the Interlopers, which were 
prescribed to the Government of Surat and Bombay;—to have 
always two or three hundred tons of pepper in store at the Fort, 
and the like quantity at Fort St. David, to meet the shipping ;— 
to sell all the Company’s coasting ships, and to hire small 
vessels of the Armenians for that trade, for which, on no 
account, the Company’s shipping were either to be detained, or 
employed;—to send home the remains of all goods at Tonquin, 

Malacca, and Batavia, and to strengtheft the fortifications, both 
at the Fort, and at Fort St. David, the garrison having been 
supplied with seventy soldiers, by the ships of this season.^) 

Hie separate orders to Fort. St. David were, in the first Separate m- 
letter Specifically addressed, by the Court, to the Governor of gardmg the 

reveiiiitt of 

that place (Mr. Hatsell), brmo means to agree to the abatement Fort St Da¬ 
vid. 

of customs which had been claimed, because the revenue and 
trade at Madras had increased, since the customs at that Presi¬ 
dency had been fixed at five per ccnt.(®> 

The instructions of the Court to Bengal were, that, 
during Mr. Charnock’s life, he was to be vested with the sole ^ock\death) 
authority; but towards the close of this season, on receiving ed subordi-'^ 

intelligence 

(1) —-LeUer* from the Court to the Presidency of Fort St. George, lOih April 1693, 
and 2d February 1 693 -94 

(2) —Letter from the Court to the Gioteroor and Council of Fort St. David, 3d January 
1693-94. 
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CHAP III intelligence of his deatii, and lhat Mf. 'Ellis was a|lj>oSilfod ^to 
1693-94. succeed him, the Agency of Bengal was again rendered 
sf ocorgeT^ subordinate to Fort St. George;—that greater responnhility 

and Mr Ellii . , , , , •», -nn. t • t . , 

appixnird might be attached to Mr. iiiilis s situation, he was ^to have 
the sole nomination of the Council, and Chiefs of Faetories, 
and, at his discretion, to reduce the Factories at Dacca ahd 
Malda, and to settle a Factory at Scerpore. ' As the seat of’ the 
Company’s trade was fixed at Chutanitttee, the revenue from 
it had become a subject of attention, but the plan at Madras 
was only to be adopted by degrees, for fear of ofieUding the 
Nabob, the station being still an open one :—^the Interlopers 
were to be obstructed, by every means which attention dcvhld 
devise, or money procure, particularly by purchasing all the 
goods they might need, for ready money, so as to disapptttUt 
them in their assortment, that they might return to England 
without cargoes :—force, however, was not to be employed 
against them, unless they attacked the Natives r-’-n thousand 
tons of saltpetre was always to be kept in store, and a large 
quantity of Bengal silk provided and for the better regulatiion 
of the Agency, a Court of Judicature was to be- established, to 
take cognizance (us far as might be practicable} of all disputes, in 
the progress of the Company’s business.(^> 

A reinforce- It docs not appear, in this season, that the Court had 

ment sent to ^ ' 

Bencooien received any information from Bencoolen, upon which specific 
instructions could be grounded, for they only express their 

dis$atisfae!tion 

(1)—Letters from tbe Court to the Agent and Conncil in Bengal, lOtb and 28 tb April, 
.ind 371b October 1693, and 3 d Januaiy 1 ^- 94 . 
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dissatisfaction at the small cargoes of pepper which had been 
collected, and stated that thirty soldiers had been sent, as a re- 1693-94. 
inforcemcnt to the garrison.^^^ 

Though the trade to China had been interrupted and irrc- a ve«ei sent 

° to Amoy, to 

inilar, and the Factors, from time to time, withdrawn, we find, makeanoihLi 

® * experiment 

that, in the enumeration of the equipments of this season, one ves- 
sel (the Dorothy) was consigned to Amoy in China; and from the 
instructions given to Mr. Langley, the supra-cargo, it appears, 
that this was a voyage of experiment, only, for he was to proceed 
first to Batavia, to dispose of what cloth he could, and to pur¬ 
chase provisions for Bcncoolen :—at this port, he was to receive 
pepper, and proceed to Chutanuttec, where he was to sell part 
of his cargo fur money, and take in goods suited to the China 
market:—^he was then to touch at Malacca, where he was 
to sell part of the goods for dollars, spices, and rattans, and 
thence sail to Amoy. These orders concluded with a list of 
the China articles, which, at this period, were suited to the 
English market, or Nankeen silks, damasks, sattins, velvets, 

(plain, flowered, and embroidered) gold-thread, raw-silks, 

China and lacquered ware, a good quantity of fine tea, and 
some fans and screens.^^ 

VOL. ni. U The 

(1) -—Letter from the Coart to the Agent and Council at Bencoolenj 3d January 

( 2 ) ->InBtrnctiona from the Court to Mr, I^ngley, Supra-cargo of the Dorotbyj on her 
voyage to China, a 4 tb January l^-g4. 
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CHAP. III. 

lS3^4. 


The trade of The evcnts at Surat and Bombay, communicated to' 

European 

mei chants of thc Court m tliis scason, were unimportant, farther than as 

Surat prohi* ^ 

bited, incon- they mark the precarious situation of thc Company’s trade 

sequence of ' * ^ 

Surat ships and iutcre&ts at Surat, in consequence of the suspicion enter- 

bcing captur- * * 

ed by English taincd by the Governor, and by the Mogul, that the Englisli 

were parties in the piracies, committed on Surat vessels, in the 
Red Sea. 

The Mogul, at the same time, was disposed to re-admit 
the English to their privileges of trade at Surat, and in the 
western ports of his dominions (as mentioned in the Annals 
of the preceding year), and to make restitution of seventy- 
three thousand rupees, as the value of the goods plun¬ 
dered from their Factory, during the late war; but as the 
pirates, who were reported to be English, had captured 
another Surat vessel from Mocha, a general order was is¬ 
sued, to suspend thc privileges of trade enjoyed by the Eu¬ 
ropean nations (English, Dutch, French, and Portuguese), 
which, for a considerable time, not only stopped the in¬ 
vestment, particularly of indigo and cotton, but prevented the 
payment of the compensation by the Mogul’s 'officers :—^after 
much negotiation, however, through the Governor, who was 
satisfied that the East-India Company had no connexion with 
the pirates, the investment was allowed to proceed, and pro¬ 
mises given, though not fulfilled at the close of the season, that 

the 
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the losses sustained, by the violence of Muchtar Khan, would c hap hi . 
finally be refunded. 1693-94. 

The Presidency of Surat had not been able to establish any 
inland Factories, to facilitate the purchase of goods:—consider¬ 
able quantities of pepper had been collected at the stations on 
the Malabar Coast, which remained in the warehouses, from 
want of shipping to convey them to Europe, and eleven thousand 
maunds of coffee had been imported from Mocha, which would 
form part of the investment, but that cotton-yarn could be 
obtained only in small quantities.<') 

The events in Persia were, also, in this season, uninteresting. 

It appears, only, that the Dutch (notwithstanding their em¬ 
bassy, and the presents they had given) had not been able to 
obtain a Phirmaund for trade, and that the competition, be¬ 
tween them and the English, remained nearly under the same 
circumstances, as in the preceding year. An unforeseen difficulty 
had arisen, from the appointment of a new Khan of Caramania, 
who appeared to be rather unfavourable to the English interests, 
and who could be conciliated, only, by large presents, his au¬ 
thority being necessary to obtain that proportion of Caramania 
wool, which the Court bad required:—^under these difficulties, 
however, the Agent and Council had complied with the Court’s 
orders, respecting wool, rhubarb, and lapis lazuli, and were 
collecting a considerable proportion of wool, for the shipping of 
the ensuing season :—^Notwithstanding the confidence placed 
U2 in 


(1)—Letters from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 28 tb April, I2lh 
May, Idth September, 3 ist October, and 19th December 1693. 
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CHAiMn. in the Armenians, this people had entered into a speculation 
1693-94. of purchasing shipping, that they might engross the carrying 
trade, between Persia and Bengal, which would diminish 
the amount expected from the Company’s consulage, and the 
moiety of the customs at Gombroon; for four hundred tomands, 
only, had been received, as part of the customs of 1692,(‘> 
Meajures of The information from Fort St. George and Ben gal, in this 

Sir Jolin 

Ooides- season, communicated the measures devised by Sir John Goldes- 

borough, for 

borough at Fort St. George, Fort St. David, and Vizagapatam ; 
m'l'Yii- c'r” *^*^'*® which he devised for restoring the Company’s commercial 
interests in Bengal; his death; and the circumstances under 
which each of these stations were placed, after this last event 
hud deprived the Company of his services. 

Agreeably to his first instructions, as Comirassary, or Su¬ 
pervisor, Sir John Goldesborough, after establishing Mr. Hig- 
ginson, as President at Fort St, George, proceeded, on the 13th 
June 1693, on his tour of inspection. He began with a survey 
of Fort St. David, where lus attention was directed to keep in 
check the projects of the Dutch Factory, at Cuddalore :—^he 
found that the Dutch had landed a considerable quantity of 
ordnance and military stores, at Fort St. David, which they re¬ 
presented as intended for a projected attack on the French settle¬ 
ment at Pondicherry, of which they got possession in 1693. 
This incident is memorable, rather from the importance of Pon¬ 
dicherry, in after times, when it became the seat of the French 

power 

(I)— Letters frooi (he Agent and Council .it Gombroon to the Court, 6ih June and 
261 1 ) August 1693, 
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power in India, and the subject of so many treaties, than from c ^p ni i. 
the effect which this first capture of it had, on the relative in' 1693-94. 
terests of the European Maritime Nations in India. Jealous, 
however, of a new friend, but an old rival, it was determined, 
on consultation, to desire the Dutch to remove their guns and 
stores out of the English bounds at Fort St. David; and to 
prepare this station for any emergency, the w'orks were formed 
into a regular fortification, and trees of quick growth were 
planted, to mark the limits of the English settlement. After 
taking these precautions, it was resolved to fix the duty on 
customs at the same rate as at Madras, or five per cent, on 
goods shipped fiom Porto Novo, and the land customs at the 
port of Cuddalore, on cloths, silk, indigo, saltpetre, drugs, and 
metals (gold and silver excepted), at two and a half per cent. 

It was not, at first, considered prudent, from the short time 
which had elapsed since the possession of Fort St. David, to 
impose any quit-rents on the houses; but, subsequently, a 
duty was established, payable fium the 1st July 1693, on all 
houses, both in Tegnapatain and Cuddalore, of from four 
fanams to eight rupees, each house, according to its size and 
trade :—licences, also, were issued, for retailing tobacco and 
beetle leaf, which were farmed, for one year, at eleven hundred 
chuckrems, each chuckrem being estimated at ten fanams. 

Before quitting Fort St. David, Sir John Goldesborough made 
an agreement with the merchants for an investment in cloths, to 
the amount of twenty thousand pagodas. 


Having 
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CHAP. II, Having adopted the.se measures for the safety and revenue 
1693-94. of this new establishment. Sir John Goldesborough returned to 
Madras, on the 11th July 1693, from which, after leaving 
general instructions, he proceeded, on the 29th July, to Vizaga- 
patani, and on his arrival, on the 2d August, found that the 
Factors at that station h.ad completed their purchases from the 
Gentoo Merchants, for the investment of the season, to the 
amount of twenty thousand pagodas. 

—and^in Sir Jolm Goldesborough, conceiving his presence to be re¬ 

quired at Bengal, left Vizagapatam, and arrived at Chutanuttee 
on the 12th August 1693, and discovered that tlie Company’s 
affairs were in the greatest disorder, either from their servants 
being incompetent to, or negligent of their duty. Mr. Charnook 
died before the arrival of Sir John Goldesborough, and his situa¬ 
tion of Agent was filled by Mr. Ellis, the next in seniority. 

On taking a review of Mr. Charnock’s proceedings. Sir 
John Goldsborough gave it as his opinion, that the talents and 
services of this Agent had been greatly over-rated, for though 
he had acted with honesty, as far as regarded the Company’s 
interests, he was indolent and indecisive, and at no time had 
cheeked the dishonest dealings of those serving under him;—an 
opinion which is strengthened by a retrospect of his conduct in 
the late war, in which, though the Court did not impute blame 
to him, they had censured his timid and obsequious measures, 
which had been overlooked, only, when contrasted with tlie rash 
and improvident proceedings of Captain Heath. Besides this in¬ 
decision, Sir John Goldesborough notices a trait in his character, 

which 
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'which always attends timid men, when placed in difficult situa- chap iir. 
tions, or a low artifice, which encourages dissentions among 1693-94. 
subordinates^ to fix the attention of the Court on the miscon¬ 
duct of inferior servants, as having occasioned the failure of his 
own measures :—^nor did Sir John Goldesborough consider Mr. 

Ellis, who succeeded Mr. Charnock, to be possessed either 
talents or virtues, which would qualify him to discharge his 
duty, for he described him, also,, to be of an indecisive cha¬ 
racter, unfit for such a situation,, and, therefore, immediately 
superseded him :—but, what strongly marks the necessity of 
more able Agents in Bengal, was, his not being able to fix on 
any other of the Company’s senior servants, qualified for the duty, 
conceiving all of them to have acted with such impropriety, that 
he was obliged to suspend his choice for a considerable time, 
but, at last, decided in favour of Mr. Eyre,, tlie Chief at 
Dacca. 

Having, in this manner, given a form to the Agency in 
Bengal, Sir John Goldesborough b^an with making a reduction 
of above four thousand rupees, per annum, in the Company’s 
establishment at Chutanuttee, and particularly of the military 
guard, of which a Captain Hill had the command, a man whose 
character he described to have been factious and irregular, in the 
extreme; he, therefore, ordered this officer to Madras, that his 
conduct might not again disturb the Company’s interests in Ben¬ 
gal, reduced the soldiers to twenty, with two serjeants and two 
corporals, and allowed the soldiers four rupees each, per month, 

which 
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whicli lie considered to be a more ample allowance, than the 
1693-94. troops of any other establishment in India received. 

On examining the commercial proceedings in Bengal, 
Sir John Goldesborough found that the Agent had contracted for 
an investment of a lack and a half of rupees, above what the 
stock or cash could pay; that the shipping of this investment 
had been retarded, by the order of the Mogul (referred to under 
the head of Bombay), which the piracies in the Red Sea had 
provoked; but that the Mogul oflicers were at variance with 
each other, in enforcing 'this order, the Governor of Hughly 
being friendly to the Company, while the Nabob of Dacca, and 
the Governor of Ballasore, were inimical, 
the proceeding of Sir John Goldesborough, in Bengal, 

appears to have been an application to the Governor of Hughly 
obstmetcap. obstruct Captain Pitt, a determined leader among the In- 
Jiiierioper. tcrlopcrs, wlio had arrived in the river, on the 1 st October 1693, 
with a large vessel, and a valuable cargo:—^the application 
proceeded on a reference to the late war, which had been owing 
to the encouragement given to the Interlopers, and concluded 
with iutimaling, that if this person should be allowed to 
trade, the English must again remove from the country, it 
being impracticable to trade, if exposed to the resentment of 
the Country Pow'ers, from the conduct of men acting without 
the authority of the Company. In answer, the Governor of 
Hughly promised to stop the sales and purchases of Captain Pitt, 
and to issue orders to his subordinate officers to that effect. 

While 



EAST-rWDiA COM'PAN^-. l"53 

While Str John Goldesborough was pursuing these prudent 
arid spirited* measures, his death, in January 1693-94, left the 1693-94. 
Company's aflSurs in Bengal to the management ot Mr. Eyre, f'j,'n Goljei, 
who Ihtd'’not* reached Ghutanuttee in time to profit by the in- 
structiofis the Commissary, whose impartiality had placed 
him in thM rank. 

' “T^he^ accounts reached Madras of the death of Sir John 
Gold^ib(^^gh, and when the Government was left to President 
Higgin^, till Sir John Gayer could arrive from Bombay, the 
situatKto of ihe contending armies in the Carnatic materially 
affed^the Company’s settlements and trade:—as yet, the long 
expected Phirmaund, for confirming their privileges, had not ar- 
riv^?'though so large a bribe as twelve thousand pagodas had 
been ji^iven to Zulfaker Khan, the Mogul General, to purchase 
his g^d offices in obtaining it; and this affords another evidence 
of tlte large expences so frequently mentioned, which the Com¬ 
pany Aad to incur, in acquiring the seats of their trade. 

The Mogul army, which had so long besieged Gingee, plot of Dr. 

filarkwell to 

at last found it necessary to retire, and to adopt new, though deliver lort 

' , » . . . . Divid to 

more slow means, for reducing it, or getting possession of Z iUaker 
the smaller forts in its vicinity, that they might efieetually AI(ii,ul Ge- 
cut diBt supplies of provisions being sent to the Ram-Rajah, 
and thU remains of the Hindoo army, which bad taken shelter 
in this' Strong fortress :—an incident, however,' at this crisis, 
occurred,' which proves that the Mogul powCr in the Carnatic 
was on the decline ; the Hindoo Rajah> who had possession of 
Tanjore, and who still had been able to defend that coiiiitiy, 

VOL. III. X 


was 
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C HAP in . was deemed so formidable, that a peace was concluded between 
1693-94. him and the which, by recognizing his authority, left a 

Maliratta station established in the Carnatic; and yet the par¬ 
ties of the two contending armies continued an irr^ular war¬ 
fare, which drove many of the Natives to seek protection at 
Fort St. George, and, at the same time, the report of Zul- 
faker Khan^s intending to proceed against Tanjore, drove 
many of the inhabitants to Cnddalore and Fort St. David. If 
this influx of inhabitants, in the first instance, had the efiect of 
encreaaing the revenues, it afforded an opportunity to those, who 
had found shelter, to give information to the Mogul officers of 
the magnitude of them, which excited an alarm, that a large 
demand might be made on Madras and Fort St. David for a 
tribute:—it soon appeared, however, that tribute was not the 
object of the Mogul officers, but to get possession of the whole 
of the English property, by corrupting some of the Company's 
servants to betray both stations to them. Fort St. David, 
being the weakest, was first thought of, and the surgeon 
of the place, a Dr. Blackwell, who had, from his profession, 
got access to the Mogul’s camp, became, for a large bribe, the 
instrument of the enemy;—^in return, he was to be made Go¬ 
vernor qf Porto Novo, and to hold it under the Mogul's pro¬ 
tection. Blackwell's treason was fortunately discovered, and he 
was seized and carried to Madras, where he made a full confes¬ 
sion. It was at first intended to send him direct for England, but 
the President was obliged to detain him, (though his liberation 
was frequently demanded by the Mogul officers) till it could be 

ascertained 
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ascertained what claims might be made on him, whicli, from hi . 
his being a Company’s servant, the Presidency m^t be obliged 1693 <94. 
to refund. 

During these events, tlie President informed the Court, Several Fac¬ 
tories on the 

that he had complied with their orders to withdraw the Factories Coast wah- 

* drawn. 

from Masulipatam, MadapoUam, Pettipolee, and Conunere, the 
accounts of which were to be carried into the Fort St. David 
books, and was endeavouring to induce the merchants, at those 
stations, to live under the Company’s protection, and to reside 
at Fort St. George and Cuddalore; but that he had found it 
impracticable to comply with the Court’s orders respecting the 
investment, from no treasure having been sent to liim, and goods 
to die, amount of ^15,000 only, and from a debt of twenty 
thousand pagodas having been incurred, in purchasing that 
proportion of the investment, which was intended to be shipped 
for Europe. 

Mr. Higginson, at this juncture, informed the Court, that The Prince’s 

^ . Nishin for 

the Pijesidency had received Prince Khan Bukslra Nish^n, and coming mo. 

•' / \ ^ ney at the 

the Grand Vizier’s Perwannah, empowering thodi to coin rupees ; Fort received, 
but such was the scarcity of silver, that they were unable to 
avail themselves of this advantage. 

On the subject of the Corporation of Madras, op which 
the President had received the Court’s orders, it wa/ found- 

* on at Madras^ 

difficult to reduce the number of English exercising the 
offic^ of Aldermen, because the Armenians refused to accept 
the office; the Jews, qualified for it, had left Madras; the 
Portuguese were unwilliog to officiate, from fear of their coun- 
X 2 tiymcn 
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CHAP 111 trymcii settled at St. Thomd*; and it was not safe to confide 
1693-94. in the Moors or Mussulmen. 

sminfionrY Thcic docs not appear to have been any direct communi- 
aiTjirsatUeii- 

cooien. cation from Bencoolen, this season ; but, from the Madras 
correspondence, it can be collected, that Mr. Holcomb, whom 
Sir John Gayer had appointed to proceed to that station, had, 
under various pretexts, declined the duty, and, therefore, the 
Company’s affairs in that quai'ter remained in confusion, their 
books not having been made up for some years, and the Factory 
at Indraporc desertcd.<‘^ 

(l)--Sir John Goldesboroiigh’g Dtaiy, Jane to August 1693 —— Letters from the Pre¬ 
sident and Council at Fort St George to the Court, l^th June 1693, and 17th February 
i693-94,<—— Letters from Sir John Goldesborough, and hit Agent and Council, in Bengal, to 
the Court, October and November 
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1694 - 95 . 


If the applications of the Company, to have the rights chap hi 
under which they had hitherto acted, rendered more perfect, 
by having them founded on an Act of the Legislature, had, ^{,',''11!’"''’ 
in the preceding season, produced only new grants from the fi',e com'pa- 
Crown, on the 7th October and llth November 1693, their ”n^r’r'gYi',i 
eftbrts on the same subject, in the season mc are about to 
review (notwithstanding the attempts to absorb the fun<ls f 
and interest of the principal Interlopers) continued to be 
ineffectual —this disappointment was the more severely felt, 
from the large addition made to the Company's stock, deemed 
equal to the estimated magnitude of the East-India trade, and 
from the obligation they had come under, to export Ihitish 
produce to a huge amount. Their rights, howcAer, during this 
season, remained on the same basis, Avithout any other altera¬ 
tion, than a confirmation, by Letters Patent, dated the 29th 
September 1(594 (6th William and Mary) of the two Charters 
before mentioned, with the object of giving validity to certain 
regulations devised for the internal management of the Com¬ 
pany’s business, in general, or rendering the application of cash 
subject to the orders of a General Court, ami that any eight 
Adventurers, possessed of 0^)1,000 stock each, might requiie a 
General Court to be held, on eight days’ notice.—A proviso, 

similar 
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c yAP. Ill , similar to that which is to be found in all the Charters, was in- 
1694-95. serted in this; that should these privileges not be found profitable 
to the King and to the Realm, they should, on a notice of three 
years being given under the Privy Seal or Sign Manual, be 
declared void.('> 


While the Company’s rights were open to such contingen¬ 
cies, we have to follow their proceedings, at home and abroad, 
resorting again to expedients calculated to impress the pation 
with a just opinion of the magnitude of their efiTorts, under 
the difficulties which they had to meet and to overcome, 
during a period of general war in Europe; and endeavouring, 
by corresponding expedients, to obviate the infringements of 
grants and privileges by the Indian Powers, in the purchase 
of which they had expended those immense sums, now almost 
sunk into an unproductive, or dead stock. 

Plan for ibe In the preceding year, the Court had appointed Sir John 

rorregpond- i i i • m 

ence with the Gayer to be their General, with powers similar to those cxer- 

Conrl, and 

appointment cised by Sir John Goldesborough; and the more fully to impress 

of a Secret 

Committee the diflerent Presidencies and Councils with their dissatisfaction,at 

for ibipping. 

not having received specific intelligence on the state of their affairs, 
and from their orders not having been complied with, it was 
declared to be an established regulation, that all orders sent to 
India should be signed by the Governor, Deputy Governor, and 
twelve Directors, except such as should regard the sailing of the 
homeward-bound ships, which were to proceed from a Secret 
Committee, appointed for that purpose:—^tliis resolution the 

Court 


(1)—Letters Patent, dated 28th September (5th William and Mary). (Printed 
Collection of Charters, page 169 ) 
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Court illustrated, by explaining, that they had been prevented 
from sending such orders, as the state of their affairs required, 1694-95. 
from not having received any statement of their debts, credits, 
and remains, particularly from Bombay, and from the ship Mo¬ 
dena not having arrived from Surat, circumstances which had 
compelled them to lose the first of the season in dispatching the 
ships to India;—^that, notwithstanding such untoward events, 
they were resolved to equip four large ships for Subat and Bom¬ 
bay, one or two of which, according to the circumstances of 
the trade, were to proceed with a large assortment of woollens, 
and other British produce, for the Persian market. 

As the commercial orders this season chiefly originated in Commercui 
the Court’s anxiety to meet the public wishes for encreasing the surat* Mo- 
export of British woollens, and as the principal market for the Periia!”** 
sale of them was expected in Persia, it may be proper to bring 
into notice the orders immediately applicable to Surat and Bom¬ 
bay, in their connection with Persia. 

After referring to the misfortune of the Company’s ship, 

Berkley Castle, having been sunk in the Channel by a French man 
of war, which had prevented the dispatching the first ships of the 
season, the Court ordered, that one of the ships, on its arrival, 
should be dispatched from Surat to Mocha, to take in coffee, 
oUbanum, and myrrh :—^the captain and an Armenian merchant, 
who was to assist him, were to be allowed, as an encourage¬ 
ment, five per cent, commission:—^from Mocha he was to return 
direct to England:—^the Company’s ships were not, in future, 
to touch at Cong, but to go direct to Gombroon, and all the 

lesser 
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ni . lesser country vessels were to be sold, as they had been attendied 
1694-95. with an immense expence and lisk:—though the insinuations 
against the Armenians had been received, the ordei s for fultilling 
the conti-act with them, were continued, because the Court conceiv¬ 
ed that Armenian shipping, in India, would be of mateiiul advan¬ 
tage, as the duties u hich they paid at Fort St. George, amounted 
to a larger sum than what had been received from the Consulage 
at Gombroon:—if any Interloping Ship should arrive at Surat 
or Bombay, every expedient should he taken, to prevent her 
obtaining a profitable sale of her cargo, or an investment for 
Europe.^’’ 

The price of If tlie Court’s instructions to Persia, in the preceding 

dofhs'order- season, aiose from the obligation into which the Company 

od Ill Perfli, had entered, to export a large amount of Biitish staple i\nd 

quenceofihe Other producc, and if, at that time, it wa.s consideied, that a 

rjgiwTi’*^.md small proportion of these goods could he disposed of in India, the 

ey fleet* by event of the capture, of the English and Dutch Turkey fleet, by 
llie French. 

the French, in 1693, became a new incentive to the encourage¬ 
ment of the Persian trade, and to the reliance of the Court on this 
market being rendered profitable, by means of their contract with 
the Armenians, at Ispahan. The whole of tlie investment of cloth 
sent by the Turkey fleet to Aleppo, thence to be carried to IspaJiou, 
having been lost, the Court directed that the price of the English 
cloth exported by the Company, to Persia, should be advanced 
at least ^50 per cent.; and this trade would be attended with a 

double 

( 1 )—Leiters from the Coart to the General, President, and Council at Bombay and 
Surat, Ctli June 1 () 94 , and 6 th March 1694 - 95 . 
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double advantage, if conducted with ability, for it might divert chap hi 
the long established course of the silk trade, between Persia and 16*94-95. 
Aleppo, and render Ispahan the centre of it, where it might 
be exchanged, by barter, for the English cloths; the silks procured 
at this capital must be sent to Gombroon, to be loaded on the Com¬ 
pany's ships for Europe, which would render the East-lndia trade 
the means of increasing both the navigation, and the revenue ot 
England :—every facility, therefore, must be given to the sale of 
woollen cloths, to enable the Court to send out another large 
stock, to Persia, in the following year, and fulfil the commercial 
obligation entered into, on obtaining their late Charter.^') 

The instructions of the Court to Fort St. George, Fort jngtrutuotm 

. -n . 1. • 1 1 lor CoAst and 

St. David, and Bengal, this season, are limited, from the Bay general, 

, . from lUe Un- 

dispatches from those stations, in the season 1693-94, having patches bem;; 

lost tn the 

been lost in the Berkeley Castle:—we discover, only, the same Berkeley 

Casile. 

circumstances regarding their Charter (detailed in the in¬ 
structions to Surat) with a repetition of the ordei's of the 
Court, to conform to those of the Secret Committee;—Sir 
John Gayer had been appointed General in India, Mr. Hig- 
ginson Lieutenant General, and Mr. Hatsell President ot 
Fort St. George, with seven Members of Council, who were 
to retain their seats, notwithstanding the controlling power 
of Sir John Gayer:—Mr. Higginson was to have the option 
of residing, either at Fort St. George, or at Fort St. David, 
and the Agency of Bengal was again to be subordinate to 
VOL. nr. Y Fort 

(1)—Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council in Persn, 30ih March and 6th 
June 1604, and Sth March iGgi-gs. 
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CTUP in Foit St. George, in the same manner as previously to Mr. 
1694-.9.5, Charnock’s appointment 

j>r.c.iiiK.n% The report of the French equipment intended for India, 
nr ^l nii Sr of iiiuc slhps, With twclvc huodrcd soldiers and eight hundred 
lOii ‘si’ i)i seamen, necessarily created an alarm for the safety of the Com- 
i’ll 1 'I lull pany’s Settlements; the Court, therefore, ordered, that the 
< tnliMiuiei fortideutions at Fort St. David should be strengthened, as much 
as might be practicable;—that a proportion of Caffres, or 
blacks, should be disciplined to act as soldiers, taking care 
that they should be fresh men from Mozambique, who were 
ignorant of the Portuguese language, and, therefore, less liable 
to be corrupted; and that a large reinforcement of soldiers 
(English and Swiss) would be sent, this season, to form an 
additional company;—^that an attempt should be made to enlist 
some Armenians, as soldiers, to render the garrison more 
efficient, assigning as a reason, “ that every recruit sent from 
“ England cost the Company ^30;'’—in the event of the 
French appearing off the Coast, the volunteer troop of horse was 
to be kept in constant readiness to prevent the landing of the 
enemy, and all the boats, both at Madras and St. Thom6, were 
to be secured ;—farther, to be in a situation to resist, presents 
were to be made to the Mogul officers, to induce them to bring 
part of their army to act against the invaders,—an expedient 
probably suggested, by the Dutch having bribed Zulfaker Khan, 
the Mogul General, as well as the Ram-Rajah, to suffer them, 
without opposition, to attack and capture Pollichcrry. 


The 
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The Court approved of the manner, in which the revenues ot chaimh 
Madras had been managed, and of the buildin? the new Town- 1694-95. 

® ATostOftKc 

Hall:—^As a farther encouragement to the Corporation, the dnd insu¬ 
rance office 

Court recommended, that a Post Office and an Insurance Office, lo be csn- 

blished at 

should be established, and repeated the instructions, to offer Madr.... 
encouragement to artists, who were eminent for ornamenting 
cloths, to settle at the Fort. 

The like encouragement was to be extended to Fort St. 

David, in consequence of a Perwannah for that station having 
been obtained from Zulfaker Khan; and, on this ground, 
efficient measures were to be taken to encrease the revenue 

From a deficiency of intelligence from Bengal, the Court 
directed, that either Mr. Beard, whom they had nominated, 
or Mr. Eyre, who had been appointed by Sir John Goldes- "* 
borough, (as the one or the other might be in possession of the 
office, at the arrival of the dispatches,) should be confirmed, and 
that, in future, Chutanuttee should be fixed on, as the chief 
residence of the Company’s Agent. 

In a similar manner, from not having received advices trade 

pennutttl at 

from Bencoolen, it can only be collected from the orders to Beutooieu. 

^ on pi) me »i 

Madras, that the Court continued resolved to maintain that 

' pan) sdutie., 

station, by allowing a salary to the Governor or Agent, of 
^€200 ; to the Second and Third in Council, .i^?100 ; to 
the Fourth, ^50; and to the Fifth, ^'30 per annum ; and 
that a free trade should be permitted at this Settlement, on 
payment of the Company’s established duties.*'^ 

Y 2 The 

(1)—Letteri from the Couit to the Lieutenant General, President, and CuuikiI ut Port 

St. 
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annals of the honorable 


CHAP.JIJ 


1694-95. 


kiii<-ntHarri>^, The political and commercial proceedings at Bombay and 

and surces- * 

^onof Mr. at Surat, during this season (1694-95), are of that mixed 
kind, B'hich renders it difficult to supply the defect of either, 
from the information of the preceding year, after the peiiod of 
the death of President Harris, on the 10th May 1694, who 

was succeeded by Mr. Annesley. 

S.i .Fohn ' 

«• i> (.r’s re- Sir John Gayer, on lus ai rival at Bombay, on the 17th 

natpofaffairi May 1694, found the Company’s Government and trade in a 

at Bombay. 

miserable condition ; for the revenue had been reduced from 
62,500 to 17,000 xcraphins, and the principal source of it, or 
the cocoa-nut-trees, fiom being totally neglected, had yielded a 
small sum only :—the order of the Court, respecting the forfeited 
estates, had been obeyed, and the lands restored to the pro¬ 
prietors, who had not actually assisted the Siddee in his invasion, 
on condition of paying one-fourth part of the produce, for the 
first year, as a fine;—but the garrison was weak, consisting 
only of about one hundred English, Dutch, and French soldiers, 
and, therefore, it would ha^c been imprudent to liave discharged 
the Gentoos, till a reinforcement should arrive from Euiope. 

Sir John Gayer determined, however, to make Bombay the 
centre of the English trade on the West of India, and as the 

season 


St. George, 28il» Febiaary and 6tb March l6(H-95.—— I.etter from the Court to the Go- 
vernor of Fort St D.tvid, 6th March i6()-|-9S.—' Letter from the Court to the Agent 
and Cxincil in B(.ng.nl, 6lh March iCp-l-p; 
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season advanced, he requested a further reinforcement of sol- c hap iir . 
diers; for though forty-eight had arrived, it had been found 1694-95. 
impracticable to obtain either Madagascar blacks, or to induce 
the Armenians to serve as soldiers. 

Efforts had been made to form Settlements on the West obtjTned^to 
Coast, but these had been counteracted by the Dutch, who had 
employed their habitual artidees, to prevent the establish- 
nient of the English, in the places at which pepper could 
be procured ;—Sir John Goldesborough had sent Captain 
Brabourne to form a Settlement at Brinjonc, in the Queen of 
Attinga’s country, a plan which she opposed, though she 
granted permission to settle and fortify at Anjengo, on con¬ 
dition that the Settlement at Brinjonc should be withdrawn, and 
that the English would contract to purchase all the pepper her 
country produced, and pay two and a half per cent, on all goods 
imported and exported, with a present of seventy-five Venetian 
sequins. Sir John Gayer was of opinion, that if Anjengo could 
be made sufficiently strong, it would furnish a large quantity of 
pepper, cardamoms, &c., and enable him to withdraw the 
Factory from Calicut. An oiler had, also, been made by the 
Rajah of Tellichcrry, to allow the English to take possession of 
that place, and to fortify it, explcuning, that otherwise he couW 
no longer furnish them a proportion of pepper, from being un¬ 
able to defend his country:—this offer the Presidency would ac¬ 
cept, if they should receive the orders of the Court, both because 
the place was healthy, and better situated for the pcj)pcr trade 
than any other station on the Malabar Coast, it being estimated, 

that 
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c piAP.iii . that two thousand candies, of the best kind, could be annually 
1694-95. collected at this station. 

The Under these precarious circumstances, at Bombay and at 

Ihrcond'ua^ Surat, the commercial proceedings were necessarily fettered by 
lutwiope/^* the magnitude of their debt, and want of stock:—^the President 
of Surat complained, that not only the stock sent had been incon* 
siderablc, but that the creditors of the Company had become 
urgent, from the misrepresentations of the Interlopers, who had 
reported the Company’s funds, in England, to be at the lowest 
ebb:—^this report was seconded by the ship Henry, Captain 
White, which, at this time, arrived at Surat;—^the President, 
on this occasion, applied to the Governor, to interpose his 
authority to exclude this vessel from trading, and offered, in 
rctuna, that the Company would employ their ships to convoy 
the Mocha and Judda fleets, and protect their trade ; Mr. White, 
however, by the assistance of the French and Dutch Factories, 
received a pass from the Mogul, allowing him to trade, and all the 
President could obtain from the Governor was delay in dispatch¬ 
ing him. In this situation, the President endeavoured to come to 
terms with Mr. White, by offering to him permission to return to 
Europe, on the terms of the Armenian contract, which he rejected; 
and what added to this evil was, that this Interloper not only 
escaped on board his own ship, but the Governor obliged the 
Pi^sidency to become security for his good behaviour, under the 
penalty of seizing the Company’s Factory. This event affords 
another example of the impracticability, at so gre.at a distance, 
of fulfilling orders from England ; for, at the very time Presi¬ 
dent 
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dent Annesley was obstructing this Interloper, according to chap hi 
former orders, he received notice that the Court had purchased 1694-95. 
this ship, which, with the cargo, by this means, became the 
property of the Company;—a measure, the nature, or the 
consequences of which, however commercially intelligible in 
England, it was impossible to explain to the Governor of 
Surat, or to his subordinate officers. 

While the trade was under such embarrassments, the diffi- DifficuUici 

from the 

cultv of forming an investment may be collected, from the want of 

^ ° stock, and 

representation which the Presidency gave of the state of their ‘he ^ 
funds. Instead of receiving eight lacks of rupees from Bom- S'^eat debt* 
bay, they had only obtained three lacks and a half:—the Com¬ 
pany’s debt at Surat amounted to twenty lacks, and they had 
been obliged to raise an additional supply of one lack and eighty 
thousand rupees, to enable them to complete the investment for 
three ships. To raise this sum, they were forced to allow 
individuals to enjoy the privileges of the Armenian contract; 
but after all these efforts, it could only be procured, by taking 
up money, by loans, from the Company's servants. 

The view of the Company’s trade and interests in Persia, Tiie death of 

t’le Kinij of 

durimt this season 0694-95), when compared with the instruc- P^^rsM.hecks 

® ^ tridc, till the 

tions of the Court to their Agent, and the information they had Company’s 

received 

(l)—Letters from the General and Council at Bombay to the Court, 3d October l6g4, 

11th and 16th February 1^4-93-Letters from the Piesideut and Council at Surat to 

the Court, 15th November and 8th December 1694^— Contract with the Queen of 
Altinga, for settling and fortifying at Anjengo, June 1694. 



4NNAl<fi OF THX 


IflS 


received in tl^e jpreceding, ^iU, ,t})if|t 

1694^95. pliance with orders, p^U|t alwfiyA on th^ po^ticM 99^ 

Thouid be commercial situation of the couatry, ia wbjeh tho^ oryil^ fm.tfit 

confirmed 

by his me. be executed. If, at home, it wns aa obji^tto fimlfil ta^.obhg^* 

cesser. Sul- ^ ’ . . . 

tan Hossein. tion to export a large proportion of British .,WQoll,eo|s^ to ho bar¬ 
tered for Persian silk, and otlior producie, an4 if the ooptilro.of 
the Turkey Company’s ships promised, that the poiarket wophl 
be more open, death of the old King of Peiisias in June 
1694, required, that new applications for protection should 
be made to Sultan Hossein, his suecessor; for, ia,Pendo» 
the obligations of the King, in such inferior matters as eop- 
mercial privileges, were held to terminate at his death: and 
hence, the new Sovereign was to be solicited to re-grant, or to 
extend them:—the Company’s Agent, therefore, explained, 
that it would he necessary to apply for, and obtain a new Phh^ 
maund, for confirming the privileges which they had enjoyed 
under the late Sovereign ; and that he would endeavour to haso 
a clause added, exempting the Company from giving, large prer 
sents to the Khan, or to the Shahbunder, but added, thsd he 
would be obliged to give two years* tribute to the of 

Caramania, who already had interdictod the pnrehi^ing of 
wool, beyond the extent of seven hundred maunds a year:—^tbe 
Agent, besides, (as appeared in the preceding detail), had been 
compelled to give presents to the Shahbunder, who had qnly 
paid the Company’s customs to the 1st March 1691-92. In 
the progress of this season, be purchased one hundred and 


seventy-two 
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seventy-two bales of Caramania wool, but had not been able to 
obtain any farther payment of customs, the Shahbunder, from 1694-95. 
an invasion by the Arabs, who had plundered Cong, having 
been obliged to remove into the interior. 

The strength of the Arabs at Muscat, in shipping and Formidable 

, naval power 

forces, was, at this tune, so great, as to excite an alarm, that of the Araba 
they would obtain the command of the Persian Gulf. The 
Agent at Gombroon described the Arab fleet to consist of five 
large ships, on which they had embarked fifteen hundred men ; 

—^that they had plundered Cong, to the amount of sixty thou¬ 
sand tomands; had captured a very valuable Armenian ship; 
and apprehensions were entertained they would attack Gom¬ 
broon ;—that it waS supposed the King of Persia would march 
an army to resist them, and the Khan requested, on receiving 
information that twelve Arab cruisers were in the Gulf, that 
the Company’s ship Nassau, then at Gombroon, should be de¬ 
tained for twenty days, to assist in the defence of it, to which 
the Agent had consented;—farther, from the Kings of England 
and Persia being in alliance, that the English would employ 
their fleet in repelling the attack, as it was supposed the Arab 
vessels would turn pirates. In answer, the Agent reminded 
the Khan, that three years’ customs were due to the Company. 

Tliese mixed political events explain the satisfaction which Doubtful 

■ * character of 

the Agent expressed, that the large quantity of cloth, which had 
arrived from England, had been consigned to the Armenians, 
and, from this confidence, he trusted, they would act ho- 
VOL. III. Z norably, 

signed. 
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CHAP III. norably, as they were the best judges of the mode of bartering 
1694-95. cloths, for money or silk, and could execute this part of the 
order at less expence; but, an Agency and Council, (agreeably 
to orders) should be fixed at Ispahan, to watch their proceedings. 

The ship Nassau, with part of the cloth assortment, arrived 
at Gombroon on tlie 29th of January 1695, and immediate notice 
was sent to the Armenian merchants at Ispahan, with ^ request, 
that it might lie bartered for silk and money, with as little delay as 
possible. The Armenians, however, insisted, that the imports of 
cloth by Aleppo had not diminished, and that the merchants, who 
had been accustomed to receive a supply through this medium, 
would not easily be persuaded to break through an established 
trade}—^that silk had become dcaier, and that they wished no 
farther su[)ply of this staple might be sent, till the quantity 
received could be sold, and, therefore, requested the Agent might 
conic to Ispahan, to assist them in the sales;—this he was 
the more disposed to comply with, from the Sub-agent at Ispa¬ 
han being of opinion, that two of the five Armenians, to whom 
the goods had been consigned, were men of doubtful charac¬ 
ter, who would turn every thing to their own, and not to the 
Company’s advantage. After informing the Court that the 
cloths received by one of tlie ships (the Nassau) were in bad 
coiiditiun, though those by the other ship (the Mary) had come 
safe, 1 be Agent, in consequence of being pressed by the Presi- 
fb «)l Siuat tor money, bad been obliged to write to Ispahan 
to i.ibi' !'() tvio thousand tomands, at interest, and that, as soon 
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as the cloth could be disposed of, the proceeds would be sent to ^ ^ap, iii . 
Bombay and Bengal, in aid of the Company’s investments from 1694-96* 
those countries.^*) 

If the loss of the dispatches in the preceding year, from Mr Eyre, 

the Agent in 

Fort St. George and Bengal, 111 the Beikeley Castle, left the Bengal, ob¬ 
tains an order 

Court without information, respecting the trade at those Settle- froin the Mo¬ 
ments, the still greater loss, this year, of their fleet from India, moving the 

emh.irgo on 

which was captured by the French, deprived them of intelligence ‘I'e Europe 
respecting Madras; for a single dispatch, only, aided by some 
communications between Bengal and Bombay, remains, and 
affords some general remarks on the situation of aflairs in 
Bengal. 

On the death of Sir John Goldcsborough, Mr. Eyre, whom 
he had appointed Agent (Mr. Ellis being dismissed), had taken 
charge of the Company’s interests, and, on the first aspect of 
them, had formed the opinion, that the mluction of the suboi- 
dinate Factories had occasioned considerable difficulty, in pro¬ 
curing an investment to meet the ships of the season, and that 
Seerpore, which had been recommended by the Court to Mr 
Charnock, as a proper station for a Factory, could not furnish 
one quarter part of the goods procured at Dacca or Malda •— 
these communications to the Government of Bombay, weie 
transmitted to the Court, as early as the month of Aprd 1694, 

Z 2 and 

(1)—Letters from the Agent and Council at Gombroon to the Court, 5th June and Uih 
December 1()94, 10th January, Uth E'ebruary, and 11th March l(3o4-!;5, and 271 h M irch 
1695.—— Letter from the Armenian Merchants at Isp.ihan, to the Agent at Gombroon, 

March 1695. 
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CHAP in . and they are illustrated by subsequent intelligence in the month of 
1694-95. December. At this time it was stated, that “ a Husbulhookum” 
had been obtained, in the month of June, from the King, 
which had removed the general embargo on the trade of the 
European nations, and allowed them to recur to the exercise of 
their privileges of trade :—this relief had arisen from giving a 
small present to the Grovernor, which, in the opinion of Mr. 
Eyre, was preferable to sending a larger bribe to the Nabob, 
because, even in cases where his authority had been afforded, 
the inferior or subcwdinate officers, by evasions and by artifices, 
found means to prevent the Agents from deriving those advan¬ 
tages, which the spirit, or letter, of the order promised. 

From the mildness of the administration of the existing 
Nabob and Duan, the situation of the Company's affairs in 
Bengal was much improved; but the Agent and Council de¬ 
scribed theimpracticability of obtaining a fixed station, from 
the opinion of the Duan having been uniformly adverse to a 
positive grant being given; and that it would be difficult 
to raise a revenue, except under a Phirmaund, defining the 
Company’s right to a seat for trade.:—the partial duties, 
for instance, which the Agents had been collecting at Chuta- 
nuttce, amounted only to one hundred and sixty rupees per 
month; but they entertained the hope, that a grant might 
ultimately be procured, and, with this view, had endeavoured to 
obtain the lease of two or three towns, adjoining Chutanuttee, at 
the rent of two or three thousand rupees per annum, at which 

place. 
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place, under Sir John Goldesborough’s directions, expences had 
been considerably reduced; it bad, however, become impossible 1694-95. 
to carry the Court’s instructions, for settling a Court of Judica¬ 
ture, into effect:—^the Factories had been withdrawn from Dacca 
and Malda, agreeably to orders, but without those Out-stations, 
it would be impossible to collect goods for an investment, 
the re-establishment of them was, therefore, recommended;— 
the death of the Nabob of Patna, it was expected, (as he had 
always been inimical to the English,) would facilitate the 
purchase of saltpetre. The certificate of the amount of British 
produce, received in Bengal, had beentransmitted, as directed, 
to serve as a voucher to the Company, of having fulfilled their 
obligation with the King. 

Under this accumulation of difficulties, the Agent described 
the Interlopers to be encouraged by the Dutch, particularly 
at Hughly (twenty-four miles higher up than Chutanuttee), a 
station which aflbrded them great advantages over the Company’s 
servants in purchasing goods, as they had, from their having 
ready money, collected an assortment estimated at three lacks of 
rupees.^’) 

(1)—Letter from the President and Council m Bengal to the General at Bombay, l6th 

April 1694.-Letters from the President and Council in Bengal to the Court, 14th 

December 1^4, and 15th January iCg^-gs. 



174 


ANNALS OP TH£ HONOBABLJB 


1695 - 96 , 


CHAP HI Another year had passed over, witluiut obtaining an Act of 

1095-96. Pailiainent, upon which the Company could rest their chartered 
tftorihof the rights and exclusive privileges; and, during that year, several 
cbt'^lunAct events occurred, which urgently called for this protection from 

nfParliiment , _ . , . . , i 

<or confirm- the Legislatui c. As in the preceding season, however, the Court 

ing Uieir pri¬ 
vilege* , were obliged to struggle with adverse events, and to manifest a 

decided resolution to persevere in upholding the £ast-lndia trade, 
till the Legislature should ultimately grant what their conduct 
rendered a reasonable demand. 

—The Court, in this situation, informed Sir John Gayer and 

»oppresi.ing 

the ifiterio- the Presidency of Surat, that the expedients which had been 
adopted, for suppressing the Interlopers, both at home and 
abroad, had failed :—^at home, by the applications to have 
their voyages stopped, being refused; and abroad, by their not 
being excluded from the markets, though large stock had been 
employed, and though some of their vessels and cargoes had 
been purchased and absorbed in the Company’s trade :—after 
all, several of these interloping equipments were proceeding, 
the Company’s servants, therefore, were directed to obstruct 
their sales in the foreign markets, while, at home, the Court 
would continue their applications to Parliament;—at the 


same 



SAST-INSIA COMPANY. 


175 


same time, they acknowledged that they entertained doubts, 
whether the Legislature would, from the prejudices against 1695-96. 
the Company, industriously spread by the Interlopers, confirm 
the Old, or London Company, by an Act, or institute a new 
East-India Company :—an event, also, had occurred, which, 
though disconnected with England, yet, from the relation 
which it bore to the aftairs of the Company, promised to evince 
the necessity of confirming, by Act of Parliament, the Com¬ 
pany’s Charter and privileges. 

The Parliament of Scotland, on the 26th June 1695, Estabiuh- 

Rient of an 

passed an Act, enabling the King (as King of Scotland) to Eaat.india 
constitute a Scottish Company, with powers to trade to Africa Act of 

^ . Parliament, 

and the Indies, and had authorized it, besides, not only to trade stmiand, 

wnh exten- 

to the countries within the London Company’s limits, but ex- *'*« privile¬ 
ges 

tended its range to America, and the West-Indies. 

The Directors of the London Company were naturally 
alarmed at the establishment of a rival, equally under the pro¬ 
tection of the Crown with themselves, and more firmly es¬ 
tablished by an Act of Parliament, in a part of the Island, 
which, though subject to the same Sovereign, had been sup¬ 
ported by a different Parliament; the Court, therefore, com¬ 
plained of their situation, that, after so many applications to 
the English Parliament, redress had not only been withheld, but 
their privileges annually invaded by a succession of Intciloper^. 

This apprehension of a new rival in the Scottish (" 0111 - 
pany, and of its interferences in the East-india trade, was 
strengthened, by the ample privileges with which the Pailia- 


ment 
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CHAP^i. ment of Scotland had vested it, which, in all respects, were 
1695 - 96. greater than the London Company had acquired, in the sue* 
cessive Letters Patent, under which they had acted, for almost 
a century. 

The Act defined the limits of the Scottish Company to be, 
in general, the East and West-Indics, the Straits, the Medi¬ 
terranean, and the Coast of Africa; giving it, thus, permission 
to enter the limits assigned to the Turkey, African, and East- 
Tndia Companies. Tiiis Association was united, as a Company, 
on the 1st day of August 1696 one-half of the stock was to be 
subscribed by Scotchmen, within that kingdomthe shares 
were divided into portions, from .^100 to .§^300;—^they were to 
have power to make rules and bye-laws ;—to fit out, freight, and 
hire ships, notwithstanding any former Act of Navigation;— 
to plant colonies, build and fortify towns, in any country in Asia, 
Africa, or America, not possessed by Europeans, and to make 
treaties of peace with the Native Powers;—^their ships were to 
return to Scotland direct with their cargoes; and the privileges 
were to continue for thirty-one years, and to be exclusive, ex¬ 
cepting that any ship of the kingdom might trade to countries 
not settled by this Company;—^they were to have the sole power 
of government and Admiralty rights;—to procure privileges 
from foreign Princes, and to have those privileges confirmed by 
the King;—to be exempted from customs, taxes, &c., except 
for sugar and tobacco, should these articles be the growth of 
the colonies which they might establish. 


The 
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The opinion of the Court of Directors of the London chap hi 
Company on this subject, was, ** that the Parliament of Scot- 1695-96 
land had made an act to establish an East-India Company he'nsi\i‘', that 

. 1 i ■ 1 .1 y. 1 this Company 

in that kingdom, upon too right a foundation, if they had jftoid 

. . new subter- 

“ money or experience to carry it on. fuges to the 

Interlopcn 

Though 

(1)—It does not appear, fiom the iccord:> of the East-India Company, at this 
juncture* that tlie establishment of the Company of Scotland, trading to Africa 
and the Indies, formed a subject of deliberation to them, farthci than that, at its 
institution, It was taken as a piecedent, to strengthen the applications of the 
London Company to Parliament, for an Act upon which their privileges might be 
confirmed in this view, they referred to it as an indulgence, which had been 

granted by the King and Parliament of Scotland to a Company of that kingdom, 

and pleaded for a similar indulgence, as a rcwaid for their exertions during a 
centurj'. The proceedings of the Scottish Company not having inteifcred with 
those of the London Company, they could neither be viewed as competitors, 
nor as rivals; but the subject is of importance, as another example of misguided 
speculation, leading to losses and disasters, and of an enterprize which, by 
interfering with the trade and settlements of Spam, of France, and of Hol¬ 
land, occasioned those political embarrassments to the Crown of England, which 
obhgtid the King to abandon the Company of Scotland to its fate. 

From the books of the Scotch Company, preserved in the Advocate’s Library 
at Edinburgh, it appears, that the original subscriptions amounted to .f100,000 . 
that the subscribers consisted of noblemen, gentlemen, mcichants, and the Incor¬ 
porated Towns in Scotland ;—and that the transfcis of their stock, by the original 
subscribers, began as early as 1697, and became more frequent as the jnojccts 
they adopted wore an unfavorable aspect. 

The administration of the affaiis of the Company of Scotland was vested in a 
certain number of Committees ,—that oi Impi nement, to provide shipping, stores, 
seamen and soldiers, arms, ammunition, &c.;—that of Fvtogn Trade, to jne- 
pare schemes for settlements and trade,—and that of Waiting, to manage tlioii 


VOL. III. 
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III Though the apprehensions from this new rival chiefly were, 
1695-96, that opportunities might be afforded, under its privil^es, to the 
Interlopers, to fit out ships, and import Indian produce into 

England, 

domestic concerns, money, accounts, &c.;—and for the accommodation of 
these Committees, they purchased a house in Milne Square, Edinburgh, for 
jcasi 8s 9d. 

The proceedings of the Company of Scotland appear to have had the fol¬ 
lowing progress:—at the opening of the business, the Directors considered the 
Act of Parliament and the Patent, as having vested them with powers to foi m such 
colonics, in any of the countries within the limits assigned them, as might be 
most favorable to the projected trade, and as, at tins time, the King’s subjects 
in Scotland had not privileges of trade in the English colonics, this part of the 
scheme appeared to be reasonable, though it will be found, in the sequel, to have 
been the source of the rum of the Scottish Company. 

The Act empowered tins Company, to take in a considei able proportion 
of subscriptions fiom foreigners, to obtain which, they sent Agents to Amsterdam 
and lo Hambuigh, and, in both of tliose cities, ojieneil honks for receiving subscrip¬ 
tions. As the |)laii held out to those foreigners the prospect of a trade to the 
£ast-lndies, it received encouragement from the speculators in the foimcr city, 
who calculated on receiving East-Iiidia produce, through Scotland, independently 
of the Dutch established Companies, and, in the latter city, the hope was enter¬ 
tained of bunging that East-India produce to the Elbe, which had hitherto been 
supplied by the Dutch East-India Companies. That these Agents might more 
circctually strengthen their applications, they built or purchased ships, for the 
projected voyage, at both of those ports •—in the former, lion ever, the Dutch 
East-lndia Company perceiving their object, thwarted the subscriptions; and in 
the latter, applications were made to the Senate, by the Eiighsli Ilesident, to 
obstruct them. 

As the sales of the stock of the Company of Scotland became more frequent, 
tlie value of it had a rapid depreciation, which w'as engreased, by the Usance at 

Amsterdam 
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Euglatul, these apprehensions, for the moment, were sus- C HAP . ilK 
pended, by their homeward fleet, consisting of the ships lC9o-9(i. 
Resolution, Defence, Piinces.s Ann, Success, and the Seymour 
2 A 2 Interloper, 

Amsterdam and Hamburgh being against Scotland; and,m the same manner, the 
stock was depreciated at London, by the rate of exchange, in Kngland, being as 
high, against Scotland, as five pei cent. 

Notwithstanding these untoward circumstances, the Scottish Company equip* 
ped three ships, on which were embarked upirards of a thousand seamen and 
soldiers .—tins fleet, after a long and sickly passage, arrived at the Istlimus of 
Daiicn, in November 1608 . It w'as in this most favourable situation fui esublish* 
mg a Colony, in the centre between North and South America, (a situation 
which, had it been fortiflcd, might have controled the political pou er and tiade 
of both), that tlic Company of Scotland attempted a settlement. This Colony was 
to be administered by a Council of Seven, andtbemilitaiyfoicc with which it was 
to be protected, ivas to be commanded by officers, with the rank of Overseers 
and Assistants, while the soldiers, instead of pay, were to receive portions of 
land, and to become planters. 

When the Spanish Government received information of the destination of the 
Scottish Cedony, the Ambassador of that Crown, in London, presented a mcmoiial 
to the King, remonstrating against the invasion of a country which belonged 
to the Crown of Spain , objections were also made by the French and Dutch, 
to the formation of a Colony, which would interfere with the trade of their 
respective Islands and Settlements —this brought 011 a discussion, which, though 
protracted, in fact became the source of the ruin of the Darien Colony. 

For a considerable time, the Directors of the Company of Scotland, seconded 
by the Parliament of that Kingdom, presented petitions and remonstrances to the 
King, praying his protection, and received, through the Scotch Seciclarics of 
State, promises of relief and redress. 

The King, at last, to prevent the English Nation from political discussions with 
tlie Maritime Powers of Europe, which might have led to serious consequences, 

and 
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c hap III . Interloper, being captured, on the Coast of Galway, by the 
1695-96. French fleet; a loss which would have overset any commercial 
enterprize, but one resting on a Joint Stock:—^instead, how¬ 
ever, 

and to silence tlic discontents iii England, at the establishment of a Colony of 
Scotland, which might interfere with those of England, ordered the Govei- 
nors of Barbadoes, Jamaica, and New York, to prohibit, by proclamation, any 
interi ourse, between the English Colonics and the Scotch Colony at Dai len. This 
measure, notwithstanding the reiterated petitions to' the Crown, by the Company 
of Scotland, and by the Parliament of that Kingdom, brought positive destine- 
tion on the new establiHhmcnt at Darien, and obliged the unlortunate persons, who 
bad settled at it, cither to find their way to Europe, through the English Colonics, 
01 exposed tlicm to perish. 

From those facts it appears, that the Company of Scotland had proceeded 
without any knowledge of tiade, or of the reiiuisitc means for establishing a Colony, 
and that this ill-conccrted projc'ct brought a general loss on the original sub¬ 
scribers, with the exceptions only of a few of their Directors, who, as Agents or 
Contiactois, amassed large sums, from the credulity and false conBdence of their 
associ.ites The strongest evidence, perhaps, that can be adduced of the causes 
of the rum of the Darien Colony, is, to place in coiitiast the measures of the 
London East-India Companj', devised by experienced merchants, who had intio- 
duced trade, and settled Factories, in countries, in which Europe produce eould be 
sold, and foreign produce bought with profit, and the measures of the Scottish 
Company, constituted of persons who were strangers to trade, and who attempted 
the establishment of a Colony, m a country which was claimed, as the property of 
an European Powei, in which the sale of Europe exports was as imccitam, as the 
obtaining of foicign impoits, for a senes of years, was impracticable ‘ 

Memorials of the English Minister at Hamburgh, and of the Spanish Ambassador, against 
the Darien Colony, and Petitions of the Scotch Company to the King, to the Parliament of Scotland, 
and to the Si.cretariea of State, from iGt)? to 1699. (Printed 1700, and preserved in the Advocate’s 
Ltbiary at Edinburgh ) 
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ever, of sinking under this misfortune, the Proprietors, c hap hi 
amounting to twelve hundred persons (in the Court’s words, 1685-9G. 
in conveying intimation of this loss to the Presidency of 
Surat) “ with a true Roman courage” determined to add 
.5^300,000 to their stock, of which ^’200,000 was imme¬ 
diately paid in, and equipped eight ships for India, of which 
two were destined for Surat; and, upon an application to the 
King, obtained a convoy of four men of war, to attend the 
outward fleet of the season to St. Helena, and there to lemain 
till the homeward ships should reach that Island, and then to 
accompany them to England. To render the convoy more ef¬ 
fectual, a King’s advice-boat was dispatched, to give the Go¬ 
vernor of St. Helena notice of this arrangement; and with 
orders, from the Secret Committee, to the homeward-bound ships, 
to remain at St. Helena, in expectation of the convoy, till the 
1st July 1696 ; but, in case of separation, each ship was to make 
for Corunna, in Spain, and there to wait for orders from England' 

Having laid down this plan for their equipments and stock, Sir John 
the Court confirmed Sir John Gaycr’s authority to fill up the ihomy\on- 
Council at Surat, with such of their covenanted seivaiits as unXr'nct*^ 
might be best qualified for the trust; and blamed that Presi- 
dency, for their late dispatch of the ships, as the principal cause 
of the recent misfortune. 

In the circumstances, therefore, under wdiich the Com¬ 
pany were placed, the Court repeated their orders, that no new 
Settlement was to be formed, without express authority, and 
disanproved of Mr. Brabourne’s contract with the Queen of 

Attinga, 
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C HAP. Ill Attingu, for a Settlement at Brinjone, and of the attempt to 
1695-96. open a trade into Moultan and Scindy, except by means of the 
Armenians, as there was not depth of water, in the Indus, for 
ships to proceed higher than Tatta. 

As a preliminary to the commercial orders for the invest¬ 
ment, the Court desired, that the fortifications at Bombay should 
be strengthened ; and intimated, that they had sent an Engineer 
to direct this service, and a reinforcement, for the garrison, of 
seventy soldiers, imder the command of a Lieutenant- 

The commercial instructions are prefaced with a positive 
order to the Presidency of Surat, that the Company’s books 
should be made up, and duplicates of them sent home, with 
the same regularity as previously to the war; because, >vithout 
these books, the Court could not frame instructions, with any 
certainty of the practicability of their being carried into 
execution, nor put implicit belief in complaints, for want 
of evidence j—^inean time, they would order Surat to l>c 
supplied with stock from Persia, at which they estimated the 
funds of the Company, at ^250,000 :—^the Court could obtain 
only a very small quantity of bullion in this season, on 
account of the debased state of the coin, silver being at 
the high rate of seven shillings per ounce, and a guinea 
worth thirty shillings;—small proportion, also, of the staple 
commodities of England had been shipped, from the rise in the 
precious metals having advanced the price of all British commo¬ 
dities, particularly those vendible in the East-Indies, from ^50 
to ^100 per cent. The investment expected in return, was to 

include 
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include a large quantity of indigo, at whatever price it could 
be procured, because this article was much wanted in England, 1695-96. 
in consequence of the loss of the ship Modena, and because a 
thousand barrels of it had lately been lost, in a large French 
Indiaman which had been sunk ;—it was ordered, also, that there 
should always be in store, at the Presidency, a considerable quan¬ 
tity of cotton-wool, stick-lack, olibanum, myrrh, sal-ammo¬ 
niac, pepper, and coffee, for which last article a ship was to 
proceed to the Red Sea, 

To these instructions the Comt subjoined, that they had 
been informed, a Cowl for trade at Limpo, in China, had been 
obtained by the Presidency of Surat, and if such was the fact, 
they must conclude, that their servants had used this privilege 
for their own private trade and advantage. 

The Court, this season, do not appear to have received Court? orcien 
information of the actual state of aflairs in Peksia, and, there- ttiL* 
fore, the instructions of the preceding seasons remained in force, 
and the orders to the Agent consisted, only, of a repetition of 
their desire to learn, what I'Aigli-Nli goods would be vendible in 
Persia, and that half of t.’ e goods shipped for Gombroon should 
be forwarded for sale, with all dispatch, to Ispahan; and 
concluded with a list of the articles expected in England, or 
Carainania wool, silks, and Ispahan chintzes, of the finest and 

most 

(1)—Letter* from the Court to the General at Bombay nnd the President and Council 

at Surat, 13tb September and 18th December iGgS. - Letters from the Secret Com- 

mitiee of the Court, to the Governor of St Helena, 29th November 1693 and I8th Jinuary 

1695 96- Letters from the Secret Committee of the Court, to the Presidency of Surat, 

8Uh January and J&th February l()93-9(>. 
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most varied kinds^ of at least twenty pieces of each sort, 
to the amount of ^20,000 j adding, as a reason for exertion, 
the quick sale of these goods, and that the freight of the 
first ships of the season, had risen to ^34 per ton, and of 
the latter ships, to s€40 per ton. 

The advices from Fort St. George and Bengal, during 
the last year, having been lost in the fleet captured by the 
French, the Court, in their instructions to Fort St. George, this 
season, stated, that the freight paid to Coast and Bay had risen 
to ^€40 per ton; an expence so great, that a resolution had 
passed, to prohibit any new Settlement being made on the 
Coast, and particularly not to re-settle, at Masulipatam, Pettipo- 
lee, or Madapollam, (the cxpences of those places having already 
occasioned a dead loss to the Company of above .s^l00,000) 
till such time as their chaitered rights and privileges should be 
confirmed by Act of Parliament:—^they desired, at the same time, 
that every effort should be made, at Madras and in Bengal, to 
encrease the revenues and trade, and to reduce the expences, 
particularly at Vizagapatara; repeating the instruction, to pro¬ 
vide a large quantity of pepper, and Jo rely on the Armenians 
to procure the finer articles for the Coast investment. 

In like manner, not having received information from Ben- 
C001.EN, the Court ordered, that the .station of Yoik Fort, and 
its dependencies, should be placed entirely under the control of 
Fort St. George, and explained, as a reason for throwing the 

responsibility 

(1)—Lelter from the Court to the Agent and Council in Persia, I5th January 
l«^5-96 
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fespoiisibiliQr on ihi^ jEVesidenc^, that the expences the sta- 

tidni, oh the Coast of Smathra, had already amounted tnjnvore 1695-96. 

iXssade^,m.('^ 


tf the domestic transactions of the London JBast-lndia D»treiiedn- 

' tuation of 

Company have exhibited a series of obstructions and losses, 

* ' an appre- 

which would have home down the energy and credit of any, but 1*.*;"^ ^;,., 
an Association, proceeding on a Joint Stock, and acting with R>m-Rajah; 
the provident spirit of English merchants, the losses and calami¬ 
ties' which, in this season, the Company's foreign Presidencies 
and Settlements had to meet, would have produced a similar 
effect on,their servants abroad. 

llie Presidency of Subat had scarcely recovered the posses- 
si<m of |hat commercial credit, and those opportunities for 
emplctyin|^ it, by commencing sales and purchases, or the 
transient^ protection of the Mogul, and of tlie Croyernor of 
Surat, for their trade, when events occurred, which overr 
set all their measures, add plunged them into distress, nearly • 
equal to that which they had experienced, during the war with 
the Mogul. 

The 6®®* ^*6 scarcely been dii^atched. for 

Europe, in February 1695-96, when a well-founded alarm 
prevailed at Surat, that the Ram-Rajah's troops had approached 
voL. III. 2 B to 

(O—Letter from tho Coart to the Freiidencf of Fort St. George, 201b Febmaigr 
1691 - 96 . 
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CUAP . I to Mliindrab.ul, within fifty miles of it. The English, FPeUeb, attd 

1695-96. Jlutcli, on this occasion, fortified their factories:—Sir Johh 
Gayer sent twenty Topasses, with arms and ammUtiiffon, froth 
IBonibay, for the defence of the Factory; the Governor, having 
strengthened the fortifications, determined to make a vigo¬ 
rous defence against the enemy, and the Mahratta troops, on 
discovering this state of the city, retired about the middle of 
March. 

This temporary relief was not, however, considered by the 
Presidency of Surat as a security, upon which cither the safety 
of the Company’s servants, or of their property at Surat or 
Swally, or indeed in any of the countries of the Mogul Empire, 
on the West of India, could, prospectively, be relied on; because 
the great age of Aurungzebe, the intrigues which were appear¬ 
ing among his sons, for the succession, and his relaxed efforts 
against the Flindoo or Mahratta Powers, were symptoms of ap¬ 
proaching confusion and civil war. The Presidency therefore 
recommended, that as small a proportion of stock, as might be 
consistent with the continuation of the trade, should remain at 
Surat, or indeed in any of the Settlements or Factories in the 
Mogul’s dominions, because it must be exposed to hazard from 
probable wars, and that the principal magazine, on the West of 
India, should be at Bombay, under the protection of the castle 
and its garrison. 

'1 he Com- In former seasons, the Interlopers had only obstructed the 

pany’ii Facto- * 

lyatsurat Company’s trade, at the ports of tlie Native Princes, by' that 

seized by the 

Lotcrnor^cn imprudent conduct which might have been expected from specu¬ 
lators, 
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.l^torsj lotting for immediate gain, but neither under restraint chap, hi 
■in tlie Indies, n,or regulations in England ; and the consequences 16*93-96. 

• • /• T a- 1 II 1 ® >“ter- 

were, expensive investments of Indian produce, and depressed lopmg sh p 
sales at home„ by which means they lowered the Company’ S rate, and t ip- 

... 1 1 lurmt; vesseli 

credit in the opinion of the Native Governors and AlCrCiiants. C)n\eying 

A more positive evil occurred at this juncture:—the Inter- > and 

Mucha 

lopers, being disappointed in the sales of their cargoes, and in 
their purchases of Indian produce, determined not to return to 
Europe, without realizing gains to their employers, and to 
themselves, and, therefore, had made prizes of ships belonging 
to the Native Powers, and left the Company’s servants exposed 
to suspicion and imprisonment, and their property to seizure 
and confiscation. 

It was almost impossible for the Natives to distinguish 
betweep authorized and unlicensed traders, bearing the same 
gag;—Whence a general obloquy was brought on the English 
character; an obloquy which the Dutch had, uniformly, 
heightened, whether they were in amity, or in enmity nith 
England, in Europe, that they might ensure their own mono¬ 
poly, and depress the trade of the London East-India Com¬ 
pany. In this season, however, it appears, that out of one or 
othcr^ or out of both of these sources of opposition, a decided 
and more destructive evil arose, which threatened to overset 
the Company’s trade on the West of India. The extent of this 
evil, though severely felt by the Presidency of Surat, was not 
understood in England —in the sequel, however, its nature and 
consequences will be fully developed. 

2 B 2 


A 
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CHAP Hi. A large pirate ship, earrfiitg gtm, aod one him- 

1^5-98. dred and thirty men, made prizes of soma of th^ omst valulible 
ships belonging to the rich merchants of Surat, and of a ship 
belonging to the Mogul, employed in conveying pilgrims from 
Snrat to Judda and Mocha ;~the first informatimi of this event 
alarmed the President and Council of Surat, who apprehended, 
an embargo would be laid on the Company’s shipping, till the 
damages done could be ccunpensated, or the country from wliicb 
die pirate came, could be ascertained. 

' When intelligettce was received, in September 1695, tha^ 
this pirate* had plundered a ship belonging to Abdul OopholV 
one of the principal merchants of Surat, and that the .ship car> 
ried English colours, the Governor, who bad hitherto acted in a 
friendly manner, placed a guard on the Company’s house, to 
prevent its being plundered, and their servants massacred, by the 
enraged inhabitants :<^no distinction was made between the 
Company's servants and the Interlopers. 

In this state of irritation, news arrived that the same pirate 
had attacked a ship belonging to the Mogul (the Gunswah)^, 
between Bombay and Daman, aod plundered the vessel, and 
the pDgrims on board, of ah their valuahle effects. If the first 
injury to an individual merchant was resented, this, which was 
deetned a sacrilege, raised resentment to fury, and obliged the 
Governor to put the President, and afi the English, in iroUs, to 
prevent their being tom to pieces by the inhabitants ;~>tbe aamo 
fermetat extended to the factors at Broach, who were alao' eonr 

fined 9*— 
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fiiaed ;-*4ienoe tbe investaeot w*» totally at a stands and no chap in . 
tiade permitledf either natives or foreigners. 1895-96. 

On this occasion, the true republican spirit and commercial 
jealousy of the Dutch were fully manifested, for instead of endea¬ 
voring to allay the popular fury against their European ally, 
but rival, in the Indies, they stimulated the inhabitauts to extir¬ 
pate the English, and insidiously wixyte letters to the Mogul, 
offering to clear the Indian Seas the pirates, and to be 
responsive for the safety of the pilgrims proceeding to Judda^ 
on condition that a Phirioaund should be granted to them, 
for an exdusive trade, free of customs, at Surat, and in tlie 
Mogul Dominions:—^this offer, however, was refused, and 
affords a memorable example of malice defeating its own pur¬ 
poses, because to this cder of tbe, Dutch may be traced 
(thouglr the event was not accomplished till after the lapse 
of half a century) the first idea of the English being the con¬ 
ductors of the pilgrims to Judda, and acquiring the Tanka, 
or being Admirals of the Mogul, between Surat and the Red 
Sea. 

Beturning, however, to the situation of the President and English trado 
his Council, it appears, that a communication, by .letter, was sund^^ * 
opened between them and the Governor of Surat, in which they 
represented the immense loss which the Company would sustain, 
by being prevented from making an inwestmeut, and sending their 
ships to Europe eno^y, as the merchants had directed their 
correi^ondents not to load 4ny goods on English ships, and had 
asserted, that the English had robbed a King’s ship ; till the 

Presidency, 
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CHAP III Presidency, therefore, should be able to prove, that they vrere 
1695-96. innocent of this crime, there remained no prospect for theii- 
deliverance, and they could not anticipate the con8e(|uences, 
till an order should arrive from the Mogul. 

The number of the English confined at Surat, was fifty-three, 
and ten at Swally; meantime, the Governor desired the French, 
Dutch, and English, to send ships in search of the pirate, that, 
by his capture, the fact might be ascertained who rccdly were 
guilty !—the French and Dutch fortunately hesitated to comply, 
and the leadiness of the English to go on this service, first 
seemed to abate the animosity against them. 

Sir John Sir John Gayer, as General of the Company’s affairs at 

trbrrespon- Bombay, on receiving intelligence of these misfortunes at Surat, 
safety of the addressed a memorial to the Governor, stating that he was 
Iwfen’Surat ready to declare, the East-lndia Company had no concern 

and Mocha ..i-.ii. 

With the pirate, and complmning of the hardship experienced 
by their servants, and the losses to their trade, by throwing on 
them the odium which had originated in an unlicensed rover, 
lint only unlicensed by the Company, but acting in direct viola¬ 
tion of the laws of England, and who, if tahftn, would be liable 
to capital punishment. 

Sir John Gayer next wrote to the Mogul, repeating the 
observation in his address to -the Governor of Surat, that the 
Company were not only ignorant of the existence of such a 
pirate, but were ready to employ two of their ships, completely 
armed, to convey the pilgrims to Judda, if the Mogul would 
grant his Phirmaund, excluding all other English, but the Com- 
1 pany. 
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pany, from the trade, and tliat two ships should annually chap ih 
perform this duty ;-~<4his remonstrance and application was all 1695-96. 
that> seeiped practicable, tor obtaining the liberty of the Com¬ 
pany’s servants, and permission to continue the trade. Sir John 
Gayer was, besides, at this juncture, alarmed for the safety of 
JBombay itself, both because the harsh treatment of the passen¬ 
gers in the Meal’s ship had exasperated the inhabitants, as well 
as the Mogul, and because the Island was not in a situation to 
make a proper defence, the garrison being reduced to one hun¬ 
dred and ten Europeans, and even tliis small force sickly. 

The memorial to the Governor of Surat, and the appliea- 'll® M®!;!'! 

* orders llie 

tion to the Mogul, if it did not remedy, at least averted the danger 
with which the Company’s servants were threatened; for an 
answer came from the Mogul, “that the English, Ficnch, and 
“ Dutch, should put to sea in search of the thieves, but the 
“ embargo on all trade must continue, till the innocence or guilt 
“ of the English Company should be proved.” 

The Governor of Surat continued to manifest his friendship a v.ikcd 

'iiHwitlipie- 

to the English, and to protect them. At this crisis, the Pre- 

“ _ * Mogul, to 

sident received information, that the ofler of the Dutch to iiie 

Company, 

convoy the pila;riins to Judda and Mocha, on condition of 

^ ^ cl rhiriiicuiuii 

being exempted from customs, liad been refused :—on this 
occasion, a Vakeel was sent to Court, with authority to make 
rich presents to the King and his principal otiicers; to second an 
application for a Phirmaund, for freedom of trade at Surat and 
in Bengal; and to repeat the offer of the convoy, or become 
responsible for the safety of the pilgrims, on condition of being 

allowed. 
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CHAP. III. allowed, for this service, the som anoualljr paid to die Stddee, 
1695-96. (or four lacks of rupees), it having appeared^ from the iiyuiy 
done by the pirate, that the Siddee's ships were not equal to the 
service. 

Issa Cooly, the person employed at Court, as Vakeel, or En¬ 
voy, to solicit the release of the Company's servants, and the open¬ 
ing of their trade, found, that the prejudices against the English 
were more violent than appeared, even in the harsh measure of 
imprisoning the Company's servants, and stopping the trade of 
the port of Surat, and that the captures made of the ships in 
the two Gulfs, during the late war, was an additional source 
of hatred, which the present seizure of the Mi^ul's ship, by the 
pirate, had rekindled, and had produced an order to the Siddee 
to attack Bombay, and to the army to march against Fort St. 
George, and the Company’s other Settlements, to seize on the 
whole of their property and effects :—^Issa Cooly had, however, 
been able to prevent these orders from being carried into execu¬ 
tion, though he could not stop the order, prohibiting all the 
European ships to carry flags, or the Europeans to wear arms, or 
to use palankeens. 

The French 1“ State of affairs at Surat, the French and Dutch, 
ende?v"ou? to thougli enemies in Europe, linked together their interests, and 
^rgo remw- remonstrated with the Governor, on the hardships they expe- 
ed from their embargo on trade : — ^in answer, the Gdvernor 

informed them, that he must obey the King’s orders ; and that 
all trade must be at a stand, either till the pirate should be 
taken, or till payment should be made by the Europeans of the 

value 
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vfiltte of the King’s ship, as the Mogul would rather renounce hi 
all the revenues he received frbm the trade of the Europeans, 1695-96. 
than endanger the safety of the piigrims going to Mecca, to 
which he aauiually sent a donation of three lacks of rupees. 

The Dutch, however, repeated their application to have 
the trade opened, stating their loss from the embargo, to 
amount to five lacks of rupees, and requested pennhsion to 
leave the town, should the embargo continue ; a request with 
which the Governor positively refused compliance. 

While matters were in this critical situation, a report Governor ot 
was spread, that another of Abdul Gophor’s ships had beeji ponen execu- 
captured by a pirate, in the Persian Gulf. In this agitation guls order to 
of feelings, farther violence was expected, for the English flag embargo, 
was strudk, and the whole of the Factory, with the exception of llier instui.-* 
the President, two of the Council, and Captain Browne, con¬ 
fined in irons:—at last, however, through the intercession of 
the Governor, and the application of the Vakeel, an order ar¬ 
rived from the Duan, to release the English, and to take oflf 
the embargo on trade; but this order not being deemed sufli- 
cieutly explicit, the Governor was afraid to act on it, and sent 
to Court for fresh instructions. In these unhappy circumstances, 
the Company’s affairs at Surat, and on the West of India, 
remained at the close of tliis season 

It may easily be supposed, under such restraints, and i large ^ 
with the appearance, off'Surat, of a French squadron of six ships, nmeh fltH-s 
two of sixty, one of forty-six, one of foity, one of thhty, and he.i9'.h»truci 
one of tweftty-eight guns, which landed some goods at that poi t, 

2 C and 
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ahd had Stated they were destined for Bengal, tlMit not onljrtifae 
Company*®'ships irtre prevented frcwi deliverfng their darjjoee, 
hut tt’ade 'wais at a stand, and a tvell-fbunded' appi^faensicm 
was felt for the safety of the homewaVd fleets ;i*«*to balance 
which evils, they could only look to their alltas; the l>atch, 
who hdd, in the Indian Seas, thirty‘sk shipt^,-^divided'’into sk 
squadrons, one of which was cruking''between Bombay* and 
Surat, with the object of meeting the French, and opposh^ 
them in the Indian Seas, should they not succeed in capturing 
them. ' 

The' circihns'tkhces in which the Presidency and trade 
of ^lufat Were' placed' could not but materially aflkH the 
Plan'd of' Bb^h&y, for' the garrison (wMeh had only received 
'eighteen r^fcVhlts'b;^ thh''ships of 'the seasdb) finom the failure 
of the revCnhe/ requtrtd' to be ferther reduced,^ by dismissing 
part of fh!e' adxllidi^ iri5idps,'of whom three hundred and forty 
CeUtoos, ahd sikfy'CfiriStiahs, at the out-gUards were die- 
hat]ded^‘ and the' Ochtoos limited to seren subahdars, and 
lour hundred AieU. HiCSe trotqis had been formed from'a 
^etectidn of'those who' had been fhithful, during the latcdis- 
tfess^d situation Of tHe Island :->^the Out-forts, also, were reduced 
to five ; one at Mahini, one at Sion, one at Suree, one at Ma- 
B^gon, and one at Worlee^ ahd* it was proposed to erect a bat- 
'tery on eodi side of the Malabar hillsv 
‘ The Dutch had made every eflfort to d^ess the English 
pepper trade at Carwar and Ectorah; Sir John Gkiytlr fsaid, 
herefore, sent orders to n fortification' at Anjeii^, at 

which 
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which' stone and hrick could Itoj easily fumul,. thquglj ^there 
would be difficulty in, pbtainiug chunam or liine;-:4bi9 ,^prt 
inteadeditiii cover a space of ninety yards square, on w^qh. sUty 
to seventy guns were to be mounted:—^when completed, a lar^e 
qoadottty of pepper was expected; but, in the interval, it v^as 
imposaibie, notwithstanding the contract, to prevent the other 
European nations from carrying off a part, which, in fact, the 
l>anes had done in the course of this season. ^ ^ 

Though the General had received an invitation. from the ^ 

'* ” two Gulfs 

Bashaw of Judda to settle a Factory at that port, it had, on prcvent«i by 

^ • llie Pirates. 

noqount of the . pirates in the Red Sea, beep deplined; but a , . 
^ntr^ had been entered into, for an invefstment at ]^ocljia,^<^f ' ’ 

oofiecy, dlihanam, and myrrh, agreeably to tho (j^ourt’s ordeip . ' 

Jn thO' Persian Gulf, apprehensions were entertai^ned of a war , . 
between the King of Persia and the Ai:abs af Muscat, in w,hich '' '' 
it waa probable the Dutch would assist the Pci;sians, with tl^e 
view pf acquiring a monopoly of the Persian i bat, 

General did not see the expediency of int^fej^ing, • as the .Ara^s 
bad not, hitherto, oflfered any obstructipn to the.j^ngUsh ship¬ 
ping or trade:—^these circumstances, rendered it impracfraable ,to 
carry the Court’s orders, for the sale of the smaHi.pruisqr;^, into 
cflbctw 

2 C 2 The 

(1)—Letters from the General and CoancII at fiomtay tb the Courts ZStb May. 5 th 
Jlitta- dd and agtb Bsaenber Idgs, ad Febnury, and, )Bth March Letters 

^roBi the O^e^at^ombw tq the Frysiden^y of Surat. SOtlf September, 29lh October, 

8th and ipth November 1^915. Letter from Sir John Gayer to the Mogul, 16th No- 
vemfer 1^5.—— Letters from tlie PreiideUt and Couneif of Surat to the Court, V^th 

April, 
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C HAP, in . TheinfbruiatioQ from Gombroon and Ispahan, during thiA 
1695-96. season, furnishes another example of the uncertainty of com- 
the project mcrcial speculation, in a country where the administration of the 

Ilf silling 

Lngio.li cloth government is shifting and arbitrary, and of the danger of 

in IVrsn, 

thtough the entrusting the management of sUch speculaticms to any, but 

Arineni.m 

ineicinnis to tlic immediate servants of the merchants interested in their 


When the Letters Patent were granted to the Company, in 
1694, it will be recollected, tliat a condition ^vas annexed, 
of exporting, to a large amount, the British staple of 
woollen-cloth, and it will, also, be recollected, that the Court 
had formed the opinion, not only that tlie greatest outlet would 
be found in the Persian market, but that it could be effected at 
less expence by the Armenian merchants, and in return, money, 
Caramania wool, and silk, obtained for it ;--^it was, also, con* 
ceived, that from this people finding their way, during the 
troubles in India, into tlie interior provinces, and bringing fine 
goods, in Email quantities, that purchases from them would 
become a valuable resource for the Europe investment:—Whence 
the Court embraced the opinion, that they were trust-worthy>. 
and qualified to be their Agents, without reflecting that they 
were merchants, as well as themselves, who might have other 

mercantile 


April. iStb Maj l6g5, and 10 th Apnl 1 ^. 96 ,—— Letters from the Presidency of SuraL 
to the Ghneral and Council of Bonnbay, 11 th September, I 2 lb, 25th. and 30th October, 

12 th and 30th November, and 22 d December l6g5 --Letter from the President of Surat 

to the Mogul. January 1695 - 96 .- Letters from tlie Chief and Factors at Anjengo to the 

Gmeral at Bombay, jpth June 1693. 
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nM^rcantile coonexioas, to prevent their executing the trust with ctup. iii, 
probity or correctness the facts will verify these obser^ 1695-96, 

vatioiiB.'' 

When the large assortment of cloth arrived at Gombroon, 
and a proportion was forwarded to Ispahan, the Armenians, 
instead of receiving, with alacrity, so large a commission, and 
one for which they were to be so amply paid, or executing it 
with zeal, hesitated to take the charge upon them, till pushed 
by the Company’s Agents at Ispalmn and Gombroon, to bring 
the cloth to immediate sale, to prevent the article suffering in 
its qualities, by delay, and to afford the returns, either in Persian 
produoe. or in money, anticipated by the Court, which had put 
such implicit confidence in their exertions. 

in the course of this season (1695-96), it appeared, 
that these Armenians were dealers in the cloth which had 
come irom the Turkey Company, by Aleppo, and thence 
carried to Ispahan, to he sold in the Persian markets ;—the 
rival, tlius, which the Court had siip|)osed to be lieprcsscd by 
the capture of the l\iikcy fleet, was, in fact, suppoited by 
the very persons, who, they had flattered themselves, would 
assist in the sales of that article, the exports of which had been 
a condition in the grant from the King. The cloth, of course, 
remained unsold, and the Agents, both at Gombroon and Ispa¬ 
han, were obliged to make such exertions as they individually 
could, at reduced prices, to dispose of an article, on which the 
Court had expected an advance. 


Besides 



liOQ ANSFJKUr 09 THl ISDlreHABlS 

C HAP. ni » } Besides' tiiis 'embarraaeknent,« ifae * Datoh tliad^'>«d)tsiiMd 
l^S.-*9G. novr peivili^es m Badrsia^ op ^%crHiibsioa to import^ goods 
into l8pdl»i,i. diltj tai l the amoant of> Inrohty^thoukaiid 
toinands per annum, while the English could only* obtain a 
like permission, to the amount of five thousand tomands per 
oivniiia :*M4[h6: Agent at Gombroon,^ bliriAei^4S0d»ii9b been able to 
recover the Company’s proportion of customs, at that port, for 
three years. 

Enercasing The navigation of the Persian Gulf, at the close of this 

naval power , 

ot the Arabs «eason, had become more difficult, from the growing power of 
of Muhcat. , « . , ^ 

the Muscat Arabs, still acting against the Persian trade; of 
whom Captain Brangwin, who succeeded Agent Gladman, (who 
died on the 14th November 1695), gave his opinion, “ that they 
would prove as great a plague in India, as the Algerines were 
■“ in Europe.” <•> 

Nointeiii- Company’s fleet, in the preceding 

MMonfrom scason, accountcd for the want of information, regarding 
Gwrgi, Ben- ^^e State of tlicir affairs at Foet St. George, Bengal, 
ciien" and Bencoolen, the like deficiency appears in this year, for 
no dispatches, from any of these Settlements, are preserved 
in the Company’s correspondence; and what naturally must 
have augmented the difficulty of framing instructions for 

those 

(J)»Letten from the Agentf and Cooncilt at Gombroon and Iipaban to the Court, and 
Correapondence with the Armenian Mercbanti, 30th April, 5th and 24th July, 6 tb, 9 th, 
J3tbj and 16 th August, 14th aad 30tb September, 19 th November, and I 8 th December 
1 ^ 3 . 
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those seats of tliein trade, in the following season, Was a c WAP.m ? 
tioe which they got from B(Mnbay, in March 1695-89, that 1685-96. 
the Oeneral.had not noetred any intelligence from Madras, for 
twelve moDth8/‘> 

(O—LettM inaiUieQrBantakS Coaattt nBonb^r to thoCmt, iSthMaroh 
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1696-97. 


CHAP III. On compariDg the domestic and foreign Annals of the last, 
1696^^. events in Europe, and in India, in this season, it will 

The^diflicui- appear, that they were rather calculated to depress the energy 
supplies for aiid exertions of the Company, than to invigorate, or to en- 

the war _ 

against ^ ^ courage them. The Court continued to struggle against the 
tates the enci'oachments making upon them, by the influence of the 

schemes ot o * 

Merchants Traders, who were fitting out ships and encouraging 

pers aga'n't* Interlopers, and combining to bring themselves into that 
the Coinpa- public notice, which is calculated, on every occasion, to create 
and to heighten prejudices against institutions, the merits or 
services of which arc rather generally examined than correctly, 
understood:—the difficulties, also, under which the Govern- 
inent were placed, to find resources to support the war against 
France, formed a new ground, on which the pretensions of the 
Fiivate Merchants were becoming more formidable to the £ast- 
India Company. 

It will be recollected, that, in the preceding season, how¬ 
ever promising appearances were, that an Act of Parliament 
might be obtained, upon which the Charters and grants of the 
London Eust-India Company might acquire a fixed chara^cter, 
con esponding with the form, on whicli the constitution of the 
kingdom had been settled, the general attention to the events of 

the 
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the war, and to the preservation of the liberties of Europe 
against the aggressions of France, had prevented the Company*s 1696-97- 
interests from becoming a subject of public attention. 

In this season (1696-97)) notwithstanding the applications 
of the Company to Government, to have their Charter and 
rights founded on an Act of the Legislature, that desirable 
end had not been obtained; on the contrary, the plans for 
raising supplies for the year, which, at first sight, were uncon¬ 
nected with the East-India trade, were beginning to be assimi¬ 
lated with it, and apprehensions entertained by the Court, that, 
after all the efforts they had made, and notwithstanding the 
recent loss of their homeward fleet, that Act, which their 
services had almost given them a right to claim, would not 


pass. 

As the Court’s opinions on this subject will unfold, in the 
shorttet manner, the origin of the rival East-India Company, 
which was projected (though this establishment did not take 
place during the subsequent season), the knowledge of the 
first aspects of this innovation will be of importance in checking 
similar speculations. 

The Court, in their letter to Bombay, of the 4th May The 


1696, informed Sir John Gayer, that they “ were almost con- the Just-in- 
“ fident that the Company would have been established this tided, bv 
** session, by Act of Parliament;—^tlm Court, Lords, and u.thihepjan 
“ Commons, seem to be as forward for such an establMunent, vipj hes by a 


** as ourselves, and the more, by reason of the Senteh Act of 


** Parliament for an East-India Company :—but towai ds the end 


2 D 


“ of 
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c hap, ni . « of the session^ theParikmeotresidviogtto raise'^2)500)000^ 
1606-97. towards'the cai!ryiiigoik ihe,praBent warj by a 

‘‘ it is tolled,' and tvab first meant by most'tbat^promised 
** but| npQD' deeper and further coDsideraticai) it wAs"fouhd, 
** that so <inuck moHMy oould not be raised upon laud^ untiVii 
‘f wuA first advanced by the loane.of.parfijtular mcn^aikd the 
next thoughts, as we conceive,- and isf veiy* natural* for any 
“ man to think, that kitows any thing of -filmland and thd City 
“ of Lemdon, was,' that if the £ast>«India Company were now 
settled by Act of Parliament, with addition of a great stun 
** of money, from the old and new Adventurers^ this must needs 
M obstruct, tlie raising of the J^and Bank at this time, to tbe 
“ (Usapppintment ofs Goverament:—and this we take to be the 
single cause of deferring the settlement of the £ast-Iodia 
“ trade, until next winter, when we have great reason tobeHeve* 
V it.,will be dqae/.effectnally» the whole nation being, in dfiect, 
satisfied,, that Interloping is un-national, and indeed shameful^ 
,in .the,.jadgtnent all unbiassed men,.of all nations, that 
M Jndia 4 > This being the case, you and we 
must sufi'erM,one .year longer, the molestation of such irre-^ 
<^gular<peepleas the Interlopers..’^: • 

This. ppiniou, of the Cewt disaovers» they were not aware, 

: at.^the|.jtUne,,,the4.1hi8 .prf^PtiOf .Government would be,.in the 
sequel,, lofd Imld; pf by i the IhrivMe. Ad venturers in the India, 
trade,, whp. j(unfettfped by losses, like those the ComfNuiy/hiid 
lately epu^perj^pced, ,.ojg thp, excessive charges at thAir IfiardSgn 
Settlements) coulfil,enter jq|^„$a))sqriptionsf whiek^MEOuld afiford > 
. i this 
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tJkfa^iaklto Governinent^H^nd that the necessity • of-llie - times 
would iAdoco the ^public to >accept'6f> such^aid^ and'leavt'the 1696-97. 
i^astrlndia GoHipBily > to etrug^e'wkh thcar formed difficultly^' 
and* with this new one, of having a rival at home, established on 
tbutgrouiid which) they considered themselves to bate merited, as 
thb fair reward of having; for nearly a century, created' and' 
pjvesy ved the En^sb interests in the East-Indies. 

In this state of Uncertainty, but in the hope of obtaining Equipment, 
the Act they, had so lobg solicited, the Company' equipped orders for the 
eight /ships f<nr the season, with suitable stock ■ for earrying 
oA ' the ) trade; these ships, however, were prevented from 
^ihag, till.the 19th May 1696, on account of the rumour of an 
invasidn by France, which not only had obliged'Government to 
ijn|>tes8-tbe crews, but prevented the uppointmetrt of the ne- 
oesBstTjff convoy* > ’ ^ i , . 

•. . The (»ders of the Secret Committee’to thd Presidencies 
were.)ot>tfaat the homeward-bound shijw should- first- phicced- to 
the'iCape< of GUodHope, and there ehdeavoUr tO-formW j auc¬ 
tion withthe Dutch fleet, and then direct tliefr COUlbe tti Lohddn^ 
round ihe North of S^thind:^ii the event of ndt* feeing''fiftle 
to form a junction with the Dutdh fflfcet; the^ WerC^'tO jyrddeed 
to^OoruUna, in Spain, and thete await orders* from'SUghmd. 

'I'l’ Wheni the Xilofirt were informedHir’the’difficulties and dan-’ Menionai of 

the Court to 

gedsttb which dvap Settlements and irkde had been exposed, ’by 
the depneshrtiofis df the pirates, thej^ pVe^ent^ U memorial 
thuEonls Justices <(the King’being in 'inlanders) ttho offered a 
rhwahd b£/d^50(^y to wbiohitho fMuptthy kdd^d'fOu'r thousand' 

2 D 2 rupees 


r-ijii 
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C HAP 111 ^ rupees, for the apprehension of Captain Avery, the principat 
1696-. 97 . {u’rate, and, on investigation, found, that his vessel (the 
I'anii)) whieh plundered the Mogul’s ship, was fitted out in 
the Wcst-Indics, and mounted forty-six guns, with a crew of 
an hundred and thirty men, composed of fifty-two French, and 
the lemainder of Danes, English, Scotch, and Irish;—^this pi¬ 
rate, after enriching himself, and his crew, in the Indian Seas, 
had gone to the Island of Providence, in the Bahamas, where 
the ship was sold, and the crew dispersed ;—^two of the pirates 
had been seized in Ireland, and one at Rochester, and several 
more at the close of the season, of whom five had been executed; 
but, notwithstanding the most diligent search. Captain Avery 
had not yet been discovered. 

Court ap. The Court, on taking into consideration the situation 

John Gajcr’a of their affairs at Surat and at Bombay, approved of the 
ve) ^he pii- measures of Sir John Gayer, for the release of President An- 
Morhaand iicsley and his Council, and of the offer to employ two of 

JuJda, t • 1 • I ■■ 

their ships to act as convoy to the Mogul vessels going to 

Mocha and Judda, on condition that a Phirmaund should be 
granted by the Mogul, for freedom of trade in his dominions, and 
the exclusion of all English subjects, except thbse employed in 
the Company’s Service. The Court, therefore, ordered, that 
Bombay should be made the principal magazine of their 
treasure and stores, to prevent their servants being exposed, in 
future, to the Native Governors, imputing crimes and depreda¬ 
tions to the Company, which, in fact, had been committed by 
{nrates; but regretted, that the war in Europe had prevented 

them 
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them from sending the requisite supplies of recruits, for the de- cha p m . 
fence of the Island. 1696-1)7. 

jAwhing at the dependencies of Bom1)ay, the Court disap- —and of for- 
proved of that part of Captain Brabourne’s contract with the jengo 
Queen of Attinga, which bound the Company to protect her 
Imats :—tit the same time, they wished Anjengo to be fortified, 
to defend the pepper trade, on the Coast, from the encroach¬ 
ments or insults of the Dutch;—^but could not, for want of 
sufficient information, give positive orders for fortifying Telli- 
cherry, although they admitted the expediency of such stations, 
as would secure a proportion of this traxle. 

Whether the Court, at the time they framed instructions to Court con- 

lirue their 

their Agents at Gombkoon and Ispahan, were informed of the conhdence m 

the Arroe- 

conduct and proceedings of the Armenian Merchants, and the nwn mtr- 

* ° chants in Per- 

interest which they had, in promoting the sale of cloth from »'»• 
Aleppo, or whether they did not put confidence in their servants, 
who had sent information of the proceedings of the Armenians, 
cannot, at this distant jiciiod, be discovered; but it appears, 
that, in this season, they continued their favourable opinion 
of this people, for they ordered the Agents in Persia to depend 
on them for the sales of English cloth (orders originating 
in the obligations they were under to export so large a 
proportion of this staple), and desired that the Agent at 
Gombroon might proceed immediately to Ispahan, and 
dispose of it, at whatever price it might bring, still cal¬ 
culating 

(I)—I.etteri from (be Court to the General and Cuuncil at Bombay. 4tlj May, let anJ 
l^lh July, 7il) and 27 th August 1^6. 
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The Sumatra 
trade to be 
encouraged, 
PcUipolee re¬ 
settled, and 

the trade be¬ 
tween the 
Fort and 
Chiin pro¬ 
moted. 


The forming 
a Court of Ju- 
diciture m 
Bengal to be 
postponed. 


AKKALS Of THE H0;K0BABJL£ 

culating on the probability of underselling, the Aleppo* Mter- 
cliantis, and vesting the proceeds in inoneyy and in $ilh these 
orders were repeated to Captain Brangwin, who had been ap¬ 
pointed, on the death of Mr. Gladman, to be Chief Agent in 
Persia.<'> 

Though the Court remained without any, but the most 
general intelligence, respecting their afiairs ai. Madrab, Ben-* 
GAii, and Bencoojlen, they issued orders to the President of 
Fort St. George, to aflbrd every assistance and protection to 
the Factories on the Island of Sumatra, that a full supply of 
pepper might reach the Europe mai'kct; to offer encouragement 
for the cultivation of indigo j and, particularly, to improve that 
branch of the mint, employed in coining rupees, to be circulated 
in Bengal, and to re-settle the Factory at Pcttipolec, but to limit 
the charges to .3£)500 per annum j anil to extend the fortifications 
at Vizagapatam. 

In this branch of the instructions, it still appears, that 
measures were recommended for improving the trade between 
Fort St. George and China, for an order was given to make 
purchases at Limpo and Hockshew, in China, w’hcre goods could 
be obtained >^^30 per cent, cheaper tlian at Amoy. 

The orders to Bengal are still more limited, directing only, 
that the revenues at Chutanuttce should be improved by de¬ 
grees, but the establishment of a Court of Judicature, at this 
Settlement, was postponed, till the Company should obtain a Phir- 

maund 

(1)—Letters from (be Court to their Agents at Gombroon and Ispahan, 4th May and 
6th August 1696. 
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maAtid from the Mogul, for trade in Bengal, and an Act of ^H AP iif . 
the Legislature, enabling them to adopt this plan with more 1696-97. 
eiiect. 

Ilie orders to Bencoolen are confined to two points • — instmctiom 

forthe Agents 

always to have two hundred tons of pepper ready in the godowns, at Bencooien 
for the first of the Company’s ships that might touch at York 
Fort; and to encourage the Chinese, by every possible means, 
to trade at this Settlement, their industry promising to promote 
the cultivation of peppcr.<‘> 


Tlie events which occurred in the different Settlements of poi,t,cai 
the Company, during this season (1696-97), would afford tlie Mogul 
an imperfect knowledge of the actual state of their foreign fhTspen’od! 

, and piobabi- 

affairs, unless the sources ot these events were laid open,- luy of a civil 

The Presidencies and Factories of the Company appear to 
have suffered from the existing circumstances, in the Mogul go¬ 


vernment, in consequence of the gieat age of the Emperor; from the 
difficulties under which his officers could discharge their duties; 
from the shifting aspects of the factions, both at Court and in the 
remote provinces, in which the Company traded; and from the 

interloping 


( 1 )—Letterafrou the Court to the Freaidmtand Council of Fort St George, 20ih May, 

jat July, and Sih DeLcraber l(5f)6-Letters ftom the Court to the Agent and Council 

atikngal, I4th May and ist July . Letter from the Court to the Agent and 

Council at York Fort, 8th December iC^, 
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c hap. Ill , interloping system having, in many instances, terminated in 
1696-97. positive piracy. 

The relaxed character of the Government, from the great 
age of Aurungzebe, was one of those periodical evils, inherent 
in the constitution of the Mogul empire; and reference to 
it is only necessary, to illustrate the sketches of its history, 
with which it was found necessary to introduce the succes¬ 
sive periods of the Annals of the East-India Company;—for it 
was found, that, towards the close of Akbar’s reign, from there 
not being, in the constitution, any fixed principle of succession 
to the throne, his sons, by intrigues and by force, each formed 
plans for seizing on the diadem, in the same manner, Aurung¬ 
zebe, himself, had to oppose his brothers, that he might secure 
the sovereignty; but, at the period we are reviewing, he was 
about to experience those evils from his sons, which he had 
indicted on his brotliers, and on the empire. 

Sir John Gayer and President Annesley, at this juncture, 
were apprehensive that civil wars were approaching:—they de¬ 
scribed the Emperor to be jealous of each of his sons, and the 
sons to be forming parties against their father’s government; and 
each engaging forces to support his pretensions to the succession; 
while the Mogul armies were in a state of indiscipline, of which 
the Riim-Rajah, or head of the Hindoos, had profited, by 
engaging many dcseitcrs from the Mogul’s, into his own army : 
—this chief was, therefore, becoming foimidable, by the 
services of those troops, which, during the long reign of Au¬ 
rungzebe, had borne down the Hindoo Power, and subverted 

the 
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the kingdoms of Visiapore and Golcondah. In Bengal, the chap hi 
Rajah, Subah Sing, was in open rebellion, and had plundered 1696-97, 
Chutanuttee, and the Dutch Factory at Hughly, and made him¬ 
self master of Muxadavad, though, hitherto, he had not molested 
the English:—Sultan Akbar, who had retired to Persia, had 
levied an army of twelve thousand men, and being joined by 
the Governor of Candahar, had taken Ghazni, and, with these 
auxiliaries, was approaching the Peninsula:—theMahrattas, also, 
who had retained Gingee, had brought a large army into the 
field, and had plundered Golcondah:—events which discover 
the relaxed state of the Mogul power, though, at this time not 
anticipated as symptoms of the decline, or fall of that Empire. 

If these greater events in the Mogul history, evince the The Ensii>'i 
actual state of the Empire, in which the Company had the leased, and 

. >1 <> 1 • II . , I . 'I'*-’ Coniiii- 

pnnapal seats of their trade, the transactions of their Agents ny'a properry 
with the Native Governors discover the difficulty with which the embarso 

II 1-1 i-i 1. continued 

they could discharge their duty to their Sovereign, or up¬ 
hold his authority at their respective stations. At the close 
of the preceding season, though an order had come from 
Court to release the English, and to open the port for trade, 
and though Ettimand Khan, the Governor of Surat, had, on 
so many occasions, proved his friendly dispositions to the Eng¬ 
lish, still he was afraid to act, knowing the prevalence of fic¬ 
tions at Court, and had returned the order, with a reijuest Ibi 
fresh instructions, lest his indulgence to the English might be 
interpreted, through the intrigues of the French and DutcJi, 
into a crime. At the commencement of this season, the final 
2 E oi dei s 


VOL. m. 



210 


j^NNALS OP THE HONORABLE 


oi dci’b for opening the port had not arrived; and, in the opinion 
16VG-9/. of Sir John Gayer, this order could not be expected, or the 
einbaigo taken off, unless the three European nations would 
join, and make a laigc present to the Duan; which proves 
the shackled situation in which this Governor was placed, and 
that he had not influence with the Duan to obtain fresh instruc¬ 
tions to open the port. Sir John Gayer, however, thought, 
that it would be imprudent in the English to make this present 
to the Duan, as the French and Dutch would immediately in¬ 
sinuate at Court, that the bribe had been given, fiom a con¬ 
sciousness they were guilty of the piracies alledged against 
them •—hence President Amiesicy, and the Council, remained 
under confinement, till the 27th June 1696, when an order 
arrived to release the English, and to restore the Company’s pro¬ 
perty, both at Surat, and at the subordinate English Factories; 
but still the trade remained under restraint. 

'I h? iiitfrio- The chief source of this oppression on the Company will be 

I'll); s)sttin, 

ttiiiii.uting found in the interloping system terminating, in many instances, 

iiepit^se^ in positive piracy;—and the conduct of the pirates, in this 
b tr-idt sseason, furnishes only a continuation of the depredations which 
had occasioned the imprisonment of the Company’s servants, 
and the seizure of their property; and satisfied the Presidencies 
and Factories, that till the interloping system could be completely 
done away, neither the English tiade, nor that of their Eu¬ 
ropean friends or enemies, could proceed; though, from the 
Intel lopers, or pirates, sailing under English colours, and their 
commanders and crews being composed of either English sub¬ 
jects. 
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jccts, or English colonists from the West-Indics or Araei ica, 
the whole odium must rest on the East-India Company. 1696-97 

In this state of aiTdir.s, Sir John Gayer, without any other 
support than the insular situation of Bombay, and with a garri¬ 
son so reduced, that, out of the three companies, he could not 
muster four file of men, as a guard of honour to the Dutch 
Commissary proceeding to Surat, refused to grant passes to 
the Mogul ships, unless matters should be accommodated at 
Surat, and the Ctjmpany’s servants released. This expedient 
failed ; for the pirates paid no regard to the Company’s passes, 
two country ships, with these passes, having been plundered in 
the Red Sea. 

The situation of the Company’s trade and Fiictorics may The Gowr- 

iior ot Sii.it 

be discovered, from the conduct of the Governor of Surat, not re-'Mius the 

triite of the 

only to them, but to the other European nations, to whom he Fund), 

^ _ DutLh, ahd 

was not equally partial. In the month of .lime 1696, an inde- 
cisivc engagement took place, between seven Dutch, and five 
French ships, off Vingorla Rt^cks :—the Dutch retired to Goa, 
the French to Surat, at which they pressed the Go\ernor to 
allow them to load goods for Europe, which he positively re¬ 
fused; nor was he more favorable to the Dutch, ns he would 
not allow their Commissary to enter Surat with the usual ho¬ 
nors, and obliged their ships to leave the port without cargoes: 

—Whence they estimated their loss, this season, in conseijucnce 
of this stop of trade, at one million of rujiccs. Die like 
restraint was imposed on the English, for though they had 
disposed of six hundred and eighty-tlu'ee bales of bioad-cloth 
2 E 2 to 
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CHAP HI to Auga-Pcre, a Surat merchant, for 258,000 rupees, they 

1696-97- were not permitted to apply this money to the purchase of an 
investment, and, from their imprisonment, were unable to 
procure indigo, as recommended by the Court, their stores of this 
article at Broach, Brodera, and Cambaya, having been seized. 

An embargo Such was the situation of the Company’s affairs in the 

s-hips of all month of September, when intelligence arrived of the appear- 

J-Uffpean na- . i -ni.-i 

tKins.aiSurat, ancc of fivc pirutes in the Red Sea, under English colours :— 

oiitlieappear- i. i 

•nice ot seve- the President, naturally alarmed, concluded that the Company’s 

ral pirates in t « 

tin- Gulf o» servants would be imprisoned j the Governor, however, only 

Arabia, and 

on iiie Mda- placed guards on them, but would not permit them to leave the 

bar Coast. r » ^ 

town, and ordered a general embargo on the ships of all the 
European Nations. 

The President, on this event, again had recourse to the 
expedient, in connexion with the Dutch, of offering, each, to 
send two ships, to convoy the Mocha fleet, at half freight; but 
the King would only allow fifteen thousand rupees for convoying 
a large ship, and ten thousand for a small one; and the Gover¬ 
nor was unwilling to write to Court, recommending an ex¬ 
clusive Phirmaund for the Company, till the Mocha ships 
should return in safety to Surat;—and, with these terms, the 
President was obliged to comply, at a time when he had goods, 
to the amount of live lacks of rupees, wlilch eould not be 
shipped, and alien, by the aspersions of the Interlopers, (who 
represented the Company as not protected at home, and con¬ 
nected with the pirates,) their creditors became pressing fof the 
discliarge of those very sums, which had been employed in 
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purchasing the goodsevery day was, thus, adding to the c hap iir . 
Company’s distresses; for intelligence arrived, that two more 1696-97. 
pirates, each mounting fourteen guns, and with crews of one 
hundred and fifty Englishmen, were plundering the country 
ships, both in the Persian and Arabian Gulfs, and that a third 
was cruizing off" Tellicherry; circumstances which exposed to 
danger, not only the Company’s Factory at Surat, hut their 
Out-factorics and servants on the Malabar Coast. 

As if the obstructions from the Interlopers, and the losses The crews of 

* two of the 

of the trade, with the imprisonment of their servants at Surat, Company’s 

* ships mutiny, 

had not been sufficient, a new evil occurred, naturally arising 
out of* the preceding calamities, or the disaffection of the crews 
of their ships, and the soldiery composing their small gar¬ 
risons. These misfortunes originated in the limited powers 
which the Company possessed, by their Chai'ter, to enforce the 
observance of their exclusi\e privileges: — this the seamen 
and soldiers could not but observe, in the hesitation of their 
immediate superiors to punish offences, and could not be igno¬ 
rant of the large divisions of plunder which the pirates were 
receiving; insubordination, tiierefore, prevailed, both in the 
crews of the ships, and a disposition among the soldiers to 
desert, and get on board the pirates, where they expected not 
only immediate gains, but the probability of escaping from the 
service. It was at this crisis, that the Mocha Frigate, one of 
the Company’s regular ships, consigned, in the preceding year, to 
China, and the Josiah Ketch, were seized on, near Acheen, by 
their crews, the officers murdered, and the ships turned into 

pirates. 
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CHAP. HI. pirates. Sir John Gayer attributed this mutiny, and the 
1696-97. ciiiue which toUowed it, to the insidious practices of the In- 
tcrlopeis, who had corniptcd the Company’s servants, and, 
therefore, was afraid to trust the crews of the two Company’s 
ships, intended as convoys for Mocha, as they already appeared 
to he disoiderly, and might follow the example of the piiatcs. 
Such was the extent of this contagion, and so low Wiis the 
sl.itc ol th^garri.son, that even a boat could not be manned at 
Bombay, for fear the crew might dc'sert; and the Govcinor had 
not a soldier, whom he could promote to such subordinate ranks 
as those of a serjeant or corporal. 

1 he country As the .scasou advanced, the pirates increased in number, 
i!y't*hepii.iies information having been received, tint three ships of this de¬ 
scription, fitted out at New Yoik, had made their appearance on 
the Coast of Scindy, and made captures, estimated at four lacks 
of rupees :—and this was only part of the damage done to the 
country trade, during this season, which was estimated at fifty 
lacks of rupees. 

Sir John The General at Bombay, and the President at Surat, under 

oflcr^ to these distressing events, again offered two ships, to be annually 

pilgrims to employed in the service of convoying the pilgrims to Mocha, 
M'jcha 

on condition that the King would defray the charges, and 
give a Pliirinaund for exclusive trade to the Company.—this 
oficr hatl the effect of exculpating the Company from the 
chaigc of being parties in the piracies, and conciliated 
Ettimand Khan, the Governor, without obliging the President 
to make the proposed presents at Court. These good offices, how¬ 


ever. 
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ever, were of short duration, for accounts reached Bombay, in 
Maicli 169(>-97> of the death of Ettiiuand Khan, an event which 
again thicw the Company’s piopcrty into hazard, from the uncer¬ 
tainty respecting the character or disposition of his successor. 

If such was the situation of the Company’s trade at Surat, 
affairs at Bombay was little calculated to restore subordination, 
or to enable the Governor to act with vigour; for a doubt 
had arisen, whether, under their Charter, the Company 
could exercise martial l.nv, except during actual hostilities; 
and, on the presumption that they could, there was not, among 
their servants, a peison propeily tpudiiied to act as judge:—^the 
garrison of Bomh<jy, beoides, was reduced very low, as there 
were not more than tw enty-sev<.n European soldiers on the island, 
and no military stores had ariived this season. These difficulties, 
however, did not prevent Sii John Gayer from making every 
exertion to insuic a pepper investment:—having obtained nui- 
tcrials for foitifying Anjengo, he expressed a hope, that five 
hundred tons of pepper would be ready foi the ships of the 
following season, at this place, Tellieheiiy, and Carvvar/'^ 

The tiansactions between the Peisiau Court, and the Com¬ 
pany’s Agents at Go.viijkoon and Ispahan, who wrere continuing 
their applications to obtain a Phiimaund from the new King, 

w ere 

(0— letteis f'om the (Icnenl nml Conntil nt Bombiy to the Coi rt, 1st nnd 10 June, 
22dJiiIy, and 151I1 ( tinbcr Uiyo, 15th January, Kj'h Febrnar), and I’h Mauli Ifiyu 07. 

- 1-etters fiom t!u" I’lesuknl and Council at Surat to theCouit, lOih June, ^th August, 

3d Seplemoi'i, h Xfnenibi.r, 5tli a.id 15lh Dccetubcr IfieiO, 15th Janutiy, Odi fe- 
bruary, and lyih Mnii.b lOyO y7. 


CHAP III. 

1696-97. 


Reduced si¬ 
tuation,at tins 
crisis, of tlis 
garrison at 
Bomb ly 


Kiiijf of Pt r- 
'I i n^ks the 
.T-sistance it 
t!ic fiiE'.hsh 
agiiiibt t't. 
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HI . ^vere affected by the continuance of the war between the Muscat 

1696-97* Arabs, and the Persians. The Arab fleets had not offered any 

A^i^b»,anl^,ln . . i i* i i i • • 

return. otfer« interruption to the hinglish trade, because no positive assistanoe 

to give Phir- , 

maunds for had been afforded, by the Company’s servants, to the Persians, 

trade 

but discovered, by their conduct towards the Portuguese, that 
they would hold any aid given by Europeans, to the Persians, 
as an act of hostility against themselves:—as soon as they 
found that the Portuguese had offered assistance to the Per¬ 
sians, they divided the Muscat fleet into two squadrons; one 
run along the Coast of Afnca, and burned the Portuguese 
^Settlement at Mombaza, opposite the Madagascar Coast; and 
the other, stretching across the Indian Seas, burned the Portu¬ 
guese Factory at Mangalore. 

It was under such circumstances, that the Agent at 
Ispahan received an oflfer from the King of Persia, that if the 
Company would send a fleet and men against Muscat, to assist 
him in subduing it, he would grant them the same privileges, 
at that port, which they enjoyed at Gombroon. An evasive 
answer, only, could be given, from the Company’s shipping and 
troops not being in a situation to afford the assistance required : 
—^the probability, however, that it might be given, accounts 
equally for the slow payments of the customs which were 
due, and for the facilities experienced in the application for 
Phirinaunds; because the King of Persia, balancing the pro¬ 
bable advantages and disadvantages, hoped he might induce the 
Company to become a party in his projected war against the 
Arabs :—hence, at the opening of the season, the Persian 

market 
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market was more practicable, than at the close of the preceding m. 
year, and Mr. Biangwiu expected to remit the value of ten 1696-97* 
thousand tomands, in sequins, to Bombay. 

llie death of Agent Brangwin, in September (who was Owen 
succeeded by Mr. Owen,) did not suspend the exertions ot the rmrmaund 
Agency, to promote the sale of the Company’s cloth, as two cnsioms. 
additional Factors were sent to Mushat and Tauris, with a 
considerable quantity, to be sold at pi ices, lower than those 
which the Armenians charged for the cloths from Aleppo. In 
this situation of trade, the Agent and Council made a proposal to 
the Ettiman-Doulut, accompanied with a present of a large sum 
of money, to employ his influence with the new King, to obtain 
an exemption form the payment of the duty called “ Sudeak,** 
and to have the thousand tomands of customs at Gombroon 
paid annually :—^this application was received in so favorable 
a manner, that the minister hud ordered the Phirmaunds to be 
Jaitl before him, lor his examination:—the necessity of obtaining 
them was the greater, as without this authority, the Company 
were in danger of losing their right to the customs at Gom¬ 
broon, the Agent, therefore, continued his soHdtutions, and 
presented a petition to the King, to this eftect, on the 3d 
February 1696-97. Though the Phirmaund was drawn up, and 
re(jdy for signature, delays took place, and a second petition, 
recommended by the Ettiman-Doulut, was presented, on 
the 2d March, which brought a promise from the King, that 
it would be granted; and, in the mean time, an agreement was 
signed to pay the four years’ customs due to the Company at 
voi. III. 2 F Gombroon, 
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Gombroon, if the Agent would renounce the claim to a fifth 
year, which had been a subject of dispute. The occurrence of 
a religious festival ;n Persia, at this period of the year (or 
March), prevented the Phirmaund from being finally settled at 
the close of this season. 

Though the Agent described the sales of cloth to proceed 
slow'ly, from the market being glutted by the large quantities, 
introduced by Aleppo, meeting the Company’s imports, the sales 
at Ispahan and Gombroon produced thirty thousand sequins, 
and it was expected that forty thousand more would be sent to 
Bombay, in the course of the year. 

Trade at Fort If* preceding season, the Court did not receive any 

a *tanti! aom information respecting the state of their affairs at Fort St 
pTrlles^^and^ Gborge, Bengal, and Bencoolen, the information from 
ii?”he'clr-* the first, this season, is limited, and from the two last, indirect, 
no reports appearing, from cither of those stations, in the corres- 
pmidcnce of this year. 

The same uncertainty pi'cvailed on the Malabar Coast; 
and the continuance of the war between the Mogul and the 
Hindoos, on the Coromandel Coast, accounts for iiTeguJarity 
in the correspondence; for events were so shifting, that the 
effects of them on the Settlements, or on the trade, scarcely 
left it in the power of the Company’s servants to give an 
opinion on the actual state of their affairs, and this, too, 

when 

(I)—Letters from the Agents and Connciis at Gombroon and Ispahan to the Court. 
17th June, lOth July. Utand lilh October. I3ib November, gtb IJectmber 1696. Uth 
and lOth January. 15ih and 20tb February, and 20lh March 1696-97. 
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when commerce was embarrassed, in the highest degree, by fre- m . 

quent piracies. 1696-9/? 

The event (to which reference has been made) of Sultan 
Akbar having invaded India, supported by Persian auxiliaries, 
had occasioned a division of the Mogul forces:—the Nabob, 

Zulfaker Khan, led one army, into the Mysore country, 
to repel the incursions of the Mahrattas, while the King's 
Duan and Buxshi were overawing the Carnatic, with another 
detachment, and had advanced to St Thome, the fortifications of 
which they had demolished :—in this situation, neither the Arme¬ 
nians, nor the country merchants, could be prevailed on to pur¬ 
chase fine goods for the investment, even at an advance of fifteen 
or twenty per cent.; the Presidency, therefore, were of opinion, 
that, from every appearance, a general commotion, throTighout 
the whole Mogul Empire, was approaching, and that till peace 
should take place between the Native Powers, the sale of Europe 
goods could bear no proportion to the quantity imported. The 
Factories at Vizagapatam and Fort St. David had, however, con¬ 
tinued safe ; but cottons, the principal part of the investment, 
hud become dear and scarce. The revenues at Madras had bceri 
affected liy the loss of several ships by storms, and by the 
still greater losses by the pirates, while the security of all the 
stations was weakened, by the temptations held out to the sea¬ 
men and soldiers to desert to those robbers, who cither must be 
crushed, or the Company’s trade ruined. A stock of provisions 
had been laid in, for the garrison of Fort St. George, and the 
pay of the Topasses advanced to three dollars, e.ich man, per 
2 F 2 month. 
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CHAT* III 

Tiatli? m 

lii'iijiil im- 
|,<<W,b, the 
fwjlt of ilie 
(liiib, Sii- 


fi)ipio\ t’e; 
itatp ot tfie 
‘'('t'lcnifnt at 
I^rnconlcn 


niontli, to encourage them to defend tlie pkce, against any attack 
fiorit the French or Mooi-s. 

In Bengal, the appearances of civil wars for the succession 
had disturbed the provinces on the Ganges, and the relaxed 
state of the Mogul GoverAment was daily becoming greater. 
A Rajah, Subali Sing, had made himself master of Rajabmahl, 
and although the Mogul Governor had not been able to crush this 
jebcllion, the trade of the English was permitted to proceed :— 
the Factories of the European Nations were divided, as to the 
part they ought to act:—^the French and Dutch declared against 
the Rajah, but the English did not intermeddle with cither 
party.—the control which the Pi esident at Fort St. George had 
over the Agency in Bengal, induced him to report, that it would 
be for the Company’s interest, if they, also, declared in favor of 
the Mogul, the probability being, that when the rebellion should 
be suppressed, the woiks which the English Agents at Chuta- 
nuttec had erected, for their own dclcnce, might be permitted 
to remain, and would form a temporary security .—that, how¬ 
ever, it would be rash to attempt fortilications on a large scale, 
lest their appearance might cxeitc jealousy in the Government. 
This convulsed state of tlie country accounts for the imprac¬ 
ticability of finding a market for the large imports of English 
cloth, even if sold under prime cost. 

The reports, in this season, fiom Bencoolen, were fa¬ 
vorable ; for the Madras Government stated, that since the 
ground had been cleared round York Fort, the place had become 
more healthy, the pepper plantations had cncreased, the Native 

Chiefs 
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Chiefs had become more reconciled to the English establishment, m 

and the Topass soldiers preferred remaining in Sumatra, to 1696-9/ 
returning to Madras; which preference induced the President 
of Fort St. George to send thirty additional soldiers, of this 
description, to strengthen the garrison. (') 

( 1 )— I^elters from the President and Council of Port St. George to the Court, 30tU 
September 1696, end 9th January iGQt) 97* 
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1697 - 98 . 


Ill At the commencement of the season 1697-98, the war in 

1697-98. Europe occupied the whole attention of Government, and 
king, towards tlic close of it, the prospects of a treaty of peace with 

<nr .luilioiiiy ~ . . _ 

fo exiirpnte Fiance, by fixing attention on greater objects, prevented Pai’- 

llie pirilcs 

and to brmo: liainciit from taking into consideration, either the applications 

them to tru'l 

in India. of tlic Londoii East-Iudia Company, or of their opponents; the 
measures of the Court, therefore, for obtaining a confirmation of 
tlieir rights, and their instructions to Sir John Gayer at Bombay, 
were accommodated to the shifting appearances of public affairs, 
and consisted more of expedients, than of decisive orders. 

Tlie Court recommended, in general terms, to Sir John 
Gayer and his Council, to conduct the Company’s interests, and 
apply the stock in such a manner, as to counteract the Interlo¬ 
pers, nhose ships it was pretended had proceeded to the East- 
Indies, for the purpose of trade, only. To enable the President 
to act, they informed him of their applications to the King, 
(particularly after the conclusion of the Treaty of Ryswick), to 
use his authority, and to send a force to the East-Indies, suffi¬ 
cient to destroy the pirates, whose depredations and crimes had 
brought disgrace on the kingdom, and positive sufferings on 
the servants of the Company, abroad, and, in fact, were 
endangering the continuance of the East-India trade. 


When 
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When intelligence reached England, that the pirates had 
established a fortified Settlement at St. Mary’s, on the Island of 1697-98, 
Madagascar, the Court again resolved to solicit a force to dis¬ 
lodge them, and orders were given, by the King, to the Governoi 
of New York (from which poit their equipments were said to 
have proceeded), not only to prevent the like irrcgulai ities, but 
to seize on their persons, and bring them to punishment:— 
measures, also, were taken, to seize such of them as might, 
return to England, a levvard of ^£50 being offered for the 
apprehension of each pirate, and .£100 for Captain Avery; and 
an address was presented to the King, to grant a new commission 
to the Company’s Governments abioad, to try, and bring to 
punishment, the piiates who might be seized, or found in India. 

At the beginning of the season, two ships, only, were taken Fquipmonts 

up for Bomhav, one of which was to piocecd to Mocha for ‘h** wdson, 

^ _ .ind Tiisinic- 

coffee, olibanuni, and myrih; but, after the conclusion of the 

Jolin Gayer, 

Treaty of Ryswick (2()th September 1697), the Court resolved 
to increase their equipments to ten ships, with a stock esti stpndrot), to 

‘ * convoy tlie 

mated at jBlOO.OOO in bullion, and c£o0,0()0 in goods. pilgrims, ami 

' ° protect Hade 

The instructions for the scpaiatc administration of Bom¬ 
bay and Surat, open with the Court’s approbatiou of the plan 
of sending two ships yeaily, as convoy to the Mocha and Judda 
fleets, and, on lecciving iiitelligeuce of the number of pirates, 
which infested those seas, directeil that a third ship should he 
employed on this sen ice, pnnided the Dutch would furnish an 
equal number. While the war continued, the Couit weie appre¬ 
hensive that, besides the pirates, their liado and Settlements 

^Mmld 
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111 tvould he distressed by the French, information hating been’ 

1G97 received, that the Defence, Resolution, arid Sncccss, (late Com- 
jKiny’s ships, whicTi had been captured in the preceding seai^on,) 
were fitting out at L’Orient, as men of Avar, intended for 
the Indian Seas:—nor was the Company’s misfortune, at this 
time, confined to losses abroad; for the Dorothy and Bedford, 
ouhA^ard-hound Indiamen, had fallen into the hands of the 
enemy, with a stock of ^58,400, and having on hoard a cap¬ 
tain and eighty soldiers for Bombay:—to supply this loss, 
however, a company of infantiy, under the command of a 
lieutenant, w'as embarked at the close of this season. 

Ml. Thomas Sir John Gaycr’s powers, as General, had, hitherto, extended 

Pjtt appoint- J l ’ ’ ? » 

Tf Fo7t"'sT whole of the Company’s Settlements, but, after the 

Ticaty of Rysw’ick, the Court, impressed with the necessity of a 

!n<«lihs indc immediate control over their servants at Fort St. George 
and its dependencies, appointed Mr. Thomas Pitt to be Governor 
George, with poAvers to suspend any of the Council 
tlicie, Avhom he might find irregular in the discharge of their 
duty:—the authority to Mr Pitt was to continue for twelve 
months, and he Avas to act independently of the orders of Sir 
John Gayer;—this measure was evidently intended to put an 
end to the dissentions among the servants at that Presidency, 
Avhich had, i'or a considerable time, embarrassed the Company’s 
affairs. 

Jiiitriirtions If the Company Avere uncertain, respecting their rights at 

fur soliLiling ■ , ,, I . . 

pimmaunds, homc, tlicy wcFC cqually so, at their different Settlements In 

111 the event 

India, 
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India, from the great age of ^urungzebe rendering a civil war c hap, nr . 
for the succession almost certain. 1697 

of Aurung- 

President Higginson and his Council had taken a general zebe’s death 
view of “ the interest and behaviour of the Mogul’s children. 

and chief officers, and tlie great appearances of an intestine 
“ war breaking out in the Mogul Empire,” and desired to have 
the opinion of the Court, on the following subjects:—whether 
the trade in the Mogul's country would be best carried on under 
one great Phirmaund, which would comprehend all their Settle¬ 
ments, or under three separate Phirmaunds?—the Court answered, 
that the Company would be contented with the present Phir- 
maimds, with such additional privileges as could he procured, 
and that it would be better to have their three piincipal 
Residencies, Surat, Madras, and Chutanuttee, continue each 
under a distinct grant, (as the piracies, in the East-Indies, 
chiefly operated against their affiiirs at Surat,) and more 
wise to await the event of Aurungzebe’s dea^h, tdl it should 
appear^ which of the pretenders to the throne would succeed. 

The President next desired the Court's opinion, whether 
the Chiefs of their Settlements should act singly, on any 
emergency, or whether all three should receive directions from 
one head ?—^the Court answered, that each Settlement should 
communicate its designs to the others, but go on with their own 
particular sulicitatious for grants; because, if the Mogul Em¬ 
pire should be divided into several Sovereignties, the applicatioiis 
of each Settlement might have eflect; but if the Empire should 

VOL. in. 2 G be 
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CHAP III be acquired by one, the Company’s Vakeels must consult 
16^-98. together, and act in concert, and in any Phirmaonds they might 
obtain, it would be more advantageous to have the rights io the 
several stations expressly mentioned, or described in general 
words, than to specify a right to have fortifications at any of 
‘ them. The President concluded with asking, whether neutrality 
should be maintained till the scale turned, and apparently not to 
assist any party ?—^the answer of the Court was, to keep fiiir with 
all parties, and not to assist any, without, absolute necessity; 
and, at all events, not to engage further than they could 
retreat, if questioned for it. 

Court fiK the Under this general system, as the Mogul had been offended 
ney coined at at the Company’s coins having Persian characters on them, 
mciita the Court desired that, for a time, this might be disconti* 
nued ; but settled the value of money coined at 3urat and 
Bombay, as follows:—^the rupee, at two shillings and six¬ 
pence at Bombay and Surat; the xeraphin, at tiiventy-pence at 
Bombay; the Persian shahee, at four shillings at Carwur; and 
the pagoda, at nine shillings at Calicut. 

Hie Court had sent out a large supply of garrisop stores 
for Bombay, which would prevent expenditure op that head, 
but they recommended that the fortifeations at Apjengp 
should be narrowed, and the same number of men, only, kept 
at this station as at Carwar, because the Queen of Attinga, 
notwithstanding her contract with the English, had agreed 
to furnish the’ Danes with pepper, and because the Company 

had 
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had received only a small proportion of pepper in return for their 

great dead stock at that station. <*> 1697 “96- 

Though applications for a Pliirmaund in Pbksia, in NewPhir- 

° maunds to be 

the preceding year, had encouraged the Court to expect that it 
might be obtained, it does not appear, from their instructions 
to their servants in that kingdom, during this season, that 
they had been ultimately successful, for they desired that 
translations of all Phirmaunds granted by the Kings of Per¬ 
sia to the Company, might be made, and transmitted home; 
but if a Phirmaund could be procured, they recommended 
that an article should be inserted, permitting the English to 
barter doth for silk; but this point was not to be strongly in¬ 
sisted on, as silk could be purchased in Bengal, at half the 
price of Persian silk. 

The Court, being under an obligation to export a large 
quantity of cloth, approved of the endeavours to dispose of it 
at Tauris, Mushat, and other inland towns, and resolved to 
make Ispahan their chief Settlement in Persia, and that Gom¬ 
broon should be subordinate to it:—^but, at the same time, to 
avoid risks in the transit of goods, as large a proportion as 
could be disposed of, was to be sent to Ispahan, to Gom¬ 
broon, and to Shiras, the great object being to undersell the 
cloth brought from Aleppo;—^the prices, therefore, were to 
2 G 2 be 

(l)—'Letteri from the Court to the Genera] and Council at Bombay, l6th April, 1 st 
September, and 1st October \6q7, 5tb February and 10th March l6o7-98.-—^ Lettery 
from the Court to the President and Couocil of Surat, 23 d April 1697, and JOlh March 
1697.98. 
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clrfAP ni. be lower than those taken by the Turkey Company, and the 
1B57 -98- proceeds vested in silk hairs (sj^ecimens of which, as imported 
by the Turkey Company, were sent), and Caramania woc^ and 
money was to be remitted to Bombay, for the investment at that 
station/') 

Particular in- The state of affairs at Fort St. Georgr, and at its depen- 

Btruciions to ' * 

during“ the preceding seasons, and the dissentions be- 
Mad"as\m President and Council, having rendered the corres- 

Judi?mire pondcnce irregular and imperfect, the Court suspended, (in so 
pressing '"ihe regarded this Settlement) the general control of Sir John 

Jnttriopcrs. (j^ycr, and appointed Mr. Tliomas Pitt to be “ President of the 
“ Company’s Settlements on the Coast of Coromandel, Orixa, in 
the Gingce and JNIahratta countries, and on the Coast of Su- 
matra, and also to be Commander in Chief at Fort St. George 
** and at Fort St. David.” In discharging this duty, Mr. Pitt 
was to be assisted with a Council, to consist of nine members, 
and was vested with powers, similar to those given on former 
occasions, when the dissentions of the Company’s sei-vants on 
the Coast had obstructed the trade, and endangered the set¬ 
tlements:—the frequent disappointments, however, which bad 
been experienced in granting similar powers, induced the Court 
to limit the duration of this authority, to twelve months. Mr. 
Pitt, during this period, was empowered to suspend from their 
office, such of the Members of Council as he should iind to have 
promoted dissentions, always having a Council consisting of 

five 

(I)—Letters from the Court to the Agents and Council at Gombroon and Ispahan, 
23d April, 1st September, and 1st October l(5g7, and lOlli March, 1 ^ 7 - 98 . 
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five efficient members; but the regular Council, at the Fort, chap uj. 
in future, was to consist of the President and sue Members, and 1697-98. 
vacancies to be supplied from their subordinate servants, who 
were to rise to a seat in Council by seniority:—should super¬ 
numeraries remain, they were to be sent to supply such vacancies 
as might occur in the Agency at Bengal. 

The instructions to President Pitt were, to establish 
and confirm three Settlements, only, on the Coromandel 
Coast, or Madras, Foit St. David, and Vizag^atam; to 
continue, according to bis discretion, or to withdraw, the 
Factory of Pettipolee; and to employ Natives in purchasing 
cloths, rather than have recourse to subordinate Factories; 

—no Factory was to be established at Ganjam, and the 
Factory at Tonquin positively withdrawn; and an estimate 
ibrmediof the expcnces of all the stations under his adminis¬ 
tration, and a similar estimate to be annually transmitted to 
England. 

By a separate instruction, President Pitt was to devise a 
plan for increasing the revenue of Fort St. George, by equal¬ 
izing the taxes, which it was expected might yield more than 
the present amount, of forty thousand pagodas per annum, 
and to form a similar plan for Fort St. David, that the re¬ 
venues might balance the charges;—in Imth cases, he was 
carefully to conceal the amount of the revenues, fium the 
Natives, to prevent the Princes, of whom the settlements weie 
held, from making exactions :—As one source of corruption had 
been traced to the Members of Council having been fanners 

of 
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of the revenue, their holding such farm, or dealing in rice or 
1697 -98. provisions, was positively prohibited. The licences to the Com¬ 
pany’s Servants to trade in any of the goods which formed a 
part of the investment, was to be restrained, because they se¬ 
lected the best articles for their private trade, and sent the 
worst to the Company; and, to take away every apology for this 
infidelity, the salaries of their servants were, in future, to be 
paid at the rate of nine shillings per pagoda. 

President Pitt’s attention was farther to be directed to 
the administration of justice, by re-hearing the cases on which 
complaints had been made, and to frame a table of fees, to 
prevent extortions from the inhabitants appealing to the law 
courts:—He also was to grant encouragement to workmen 
in the finer articles, to settle at the Fort, and at Fort St. 
David, as the Armenians had refused to collect fine goods, even 
at fifteen per cent, profit;—^English cloths, in future, were not 
to be disposed of by private bargain, but by public sale; and, 
the better to establish credit, great care was to be taken to keep 
up the coins to their full weight and fineness. With these expe¬ 
dients, it was hoped the safety and prosperity of the stations 
might be advanced, by always having a quantity of paddy and 
rice in store, to supply both the city and the garrison, in the 
event of scarcity, or a siege. 

President Pitt was, in a particular manner, to use every means 
to depress the Interlopers, and to discover whether they were con¬ 
nected with the pirates;—if any of the Company’s servants should 
encourage or assist them, they were to be dismissed the service; 

or 



EAST-INDIA COMPANiT. 


m 


or if any of the free merchants should be guilty of this crime, they 
were to be expelled from the Company’s Settlements. As all the 1697 “ 98. 
expedients hitherto devised for suppressing the pirates had proved 
insufficient, the most strict discipline w^as ordered to be ob¬ 
served in the Company’s ships, to prevent the crews rising on 
the officers j a measure the more urgent, as intelligence had 
been received, that the officers of the Hannibal, of thirty guns, 
belonging to the African Company, had been murdered by the 
crew on the Coast of Africa, and that this ship had pro¬ 
ceeded, as a pirate, to the Indian Seas; notice was, therefore, 
to be published, that a fleet of men of war was to be sent to 
the East-Indies, for the express purpose of acting against them. 

Such were the instructions under which President Pitt Ki«'pment 

and stock fo 

was to enter on his government;—two ships, with eighty season 
chests of treasure, were consigned to Fort St. George and its 
dependencies, and two, with a hundred and ten chests, for the 
Bengal trade. 

Fort St. David was to be strengthened by a redoubt to edm- 
mand the bar to Cuddalore, and a distinct mark was to be made 
on the pagodas coined at this station, to distinguish them from 
those coined at the Fort. <•> 

The Agents at Bengal were only to observe a tempo- Fictory.it 
rizing conduct with the Rajah, who had revolted ngain.st j" be forn-^ 
the Mogul Government, and to fortify the Factory at Chuta- 

nuttCC, bitant!. 

(O^Commttsion and iDstmctioni to President Pitt, 26 th January Itk )7 98.—Letters 
from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George, l6cJi April and Hth May 
1697, 26th January and Qth February 1697^98 
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nuttee, without appearing to give it a regular form:—^thc cir- 
1^7cRMstanhe whidi Ibd to this instruction, was ^eintettigMlb^ that 
the Dutch'tinct Freilch had fortjfied their FadMies 
to resist ihe itbel Rajah. The Agent, in a sinlilar manner, was 
to take hdvantafge of the interruption of the regular govertunest, 
and add to the works which had been constructed for the 
defence of the Factory at Chutanuttee, particularly the bastion 
intended to Secure the Company’s stores, which Was to be BSUde 
sttong and regular, and sufficient to protect their servant^ 
and property;' but, to temporize with both parties, exti^ 
in cases of absolute necessity. 

■ From the place having ^become healthy, the number of its 
inhabitants had encreased, and to give it importance, an oiifer 
'Waft to be' miide (to rent a district, extmiding from three to 
four miles round the Factory, at eight hundred, or eten-'^a 
thousand rupees per annum, and a revenue for defraying the 
charge was tc be levied on the inhabitants; but no English¬ 
man was to be allowed to rent any lands, except such as were 
in the Company’s employment. 

Wi^ thde Orders to the Agent it vrat explainl^, that 
the powers of suspending the Company^; servants, giveii fo 
President Pitt, did not extend *to Bengal, who WOtdd 'ro- 
maiiQ wholly responsible fc»r the investment, hnd 'must dispose 
•of the broad-Olotbs at less than invoice price, rather'than 
' allow it to remain in store/'^ < ' 

The 

(I)— Letftn front rii«'€o<trt to ttt Afnt «nd OoaScii iri Benpil, ApUf'tnd 
l«t September 1(^7/and SSlhJanuar/IS97-9S » 
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The Settlement at Bencoolen having already cost chap hi. 
^200^000) it became necessary, by every practicable means, 1697^-98. 

• 1 1 • • » 1 /• • • Bencoolcn to 

to encreaee tlie trade:—^with this view, the plan for permitting be opened to 

. the privjte 

fi«e planters to settle in the colony was adopted, under the country Tra- 
same regulations as at St. Helena, or requiring military ser¬ 
vices^ which, it was expected, would render the sending of 
soldiers for the garrison less necessary. Among the expedients 
for creating a revenue, to defray the charges, a duty of one 
penny per pound, was to be levied on pepper bought, under the 
Company’s licence, by private merchants. As at all the other 
stations, the Agent and the Company’s servants, civil and mili¬ 
tary, were to prevent, not only at Bencoolen, but elsewhere in 
Sumatra, the Interlopers from obtaining pepper for their cargoes 
for Europe.C) 


On comparing the events in India, (particularly at Bombay Poidicai ns- 

and SuBAT, and those which had occurred at Madras and Mogul Em¬ 
pire at this 

Bengal,) with the uncertain situation in which the Company’s period, 
rights remained at home, we discover the inabihty of the 
Court to afford to the Governors of their foreign Settlements any 
VOL. ui. 2 H other 

(t) —Letter from the Court to the President and Council at Fort St. George, 16th Apiil 
Letteri from the Court to the Agent and Council of York Fort, i 6 tb April, 
a 3 d July, and 27 th October 1697. 
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discretionary powers, to adopt the necessary expedients 
16*97-98. for preserving the trade. Affairs at Bombay and Surat and at 
their dependencies, continued in the same precarious situation, 
from the probability of civil wars on the death of Aurungzebe, 
and from the oppressions of the Native Governors. In some 
instances, these officers were afraid to act, from the uncertain 
nature of the Emperor’s measures; and, in others, they were 
arbitrary, from the facility with which they could oppress a 
commercial body, who could not ask redress, and who, besides, 
were exposed, from the increase of piracies, and the intrigues, both 
of the French and Dutch, to all the odium of these depredations. 

In the preceding season, the revolt of Sultan Akbar, and 
the approach of his army from Persia, through Candahar, to 
invade the Mogul Provinces, were referred to, as events which 
maikcd the first aspects of those civil wars which were antici¬ 
pated, as soon as the death of Aurungzebe should affi)rd to his 
sons the opportunity of deciding, by arms, the right of succes¬ 
sion to his throne. This rebellion was, however, of short 
duration, the Sultan having been repulsed, and again obliged 
to take refuge in Persia, and was, in some degree, betrayed 
by the Rajpoots, who delivered his son to the Emperor, on a 
promise of being put in possession of Joudpore. Shah Aulum, 
another of Aurungzebe’s sons, was, at this time, stationed 
with an army at Agra, to watch the future motions of Ak¬ 
bar, and to prevent his again entering into the Mogul domi¬ 
nions .‘—this Prince had so completely assumed the adminis¬ 
tration 
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tration of the provinces of Agra and Laliore, that he had imposed 
new duties on indigo, and increased the difficulty of obtaining 169/ - 98. 
this, and the other articles, which formed part of the Company's 
investment. Sultan Azim Darah, also, was sent with an army 
into the Decan, to overawe the Hindoo Chiefs, or keep them in 
check, which discovers that the war still continued between the 
Mogul and the Mahrattas. Khan Buxsh, the youngest son, 
remained near the Emperor’s person, who, at this crisis, was 
disposed, for the first time, to enter into terms of accommoda¬ 
tion with the Ram-Rajah, or Chief of the Mahrattas. 

These events, in general, sufficiently explain the relaxed Phirmnundi 

precarious, 

state of Auruiiffzebe’s ffovernment, and account for the from tho 

° ** state ot the 

reasonable fears of Sir John Gayer and the President of Surat, Government, 

and the en- 

that any Phirmaunds or grants, which might be obtained, crease ot th« 
or any relief from the exactions and arbitrary proceedings of the 
new Governor of Surat, would be precarious, and liable to be 
interrupted or withdrawn, by those external causes, which were 
constantly affecting the security of the Company’s property and 
their servants, who were held to be accountable for the depreda¬ 
tions of the pirates, and whose character was depreciated by the 
insidious reports and conduct of the Interlopers, the Dutch and 
the French, at Surat 

If, hitherto, the English had derived some protection (even iTnrsh pio- 
when the Company’s property was seized, and their servants 
imprisoned) from the humane and equitable character of the ra7.”°' 
late Governor of Surat (Ettimand Khan), they were now dc- 
2 H 2 piived 



236 


annals of the honorable 


chap. III , piivcd oven of this resource, from the opposite character of his 
16J)7 -98. successor, whom, at his arrival, they described to be a stranger 
to all mercantile affairs, and, subsequently, avaricious and 
unfi iendly to the English. On his entering on his government, 
he stopped the mint, till he received a bribe from the shroffs, 
of twenty-five thousand rupees. After repeated applications, 
he procured an order from the King, for the payment of the 
seventy-three thousand rupees, seized from the Company 
by Muchtar Khan, in the late war; but balanced tliis sum 
against the fine imposed on the Company by the Mogul: 
—this adjustment of accounts, finally settled the outstand¬ 
ing claims and debts, arising from the late war; but 
' though the King allowed forty thousand rupees to the 
English, for the convoy of a large ship to Mocha, and 
thirty thousand for a small one, the Governor would only 
pay one half of these amounts;—a conduct to which he had 
been instigated by the Dutch, who, during the time the Eng¬ 
lish were imprisoned, excited suspicious that the Company were 
implicated in the crimes of the pirates. 

Aiarmm? m- If the relaxed state of the Mogul Government had been one 

rreasc of pj- << i i i . 

rate5 in ihe sourcc of tlic Company s embarrassment, at the seats of their 
trade in the West of India, the increasing number of the pirates 
was a more alarming evil;—^formerly, a distinction could 
be made between the pirates and the Interlopers; but, in 
the last year, tliey could scarcely be distinguished :—in this 
season, their characters became the same; both had plunder, 

only, 
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only, for their ohjcct, and both made prizes of whatever ships m. 

were unable to resist them. The detail of their proceedings is 1697-98. 
interesting, only, as far as their depredations affected the 
Company’s Settlements and trade :—^they had taken a Por¬ 
tuguese China ship, and had plundered and sunk the Diamond, 
an English vessel:—the Company’s late ship, the Mocha Frigate, 
which had been fitted out as a pirate, widi one hundred and 
twenty-five men on boaid, attended by a smaller vessel. Lad 
taken or sunk seven or eight ships belonging to Surat; and 
though the Mocha fleet had returned in safety to Surat, under 
convoy of the Dutch and English squadron, Kidd, the pirate, 
had been near them, but had escaped to Rajaliporc :—off this port 
he plundered a vessel belonging to Bombay:—subsequently, 
after careening at the Laccadiv6 Islands, he went to Calicut, 
where he took a vessel, and again made his escape, on the 
appeanmee of the Compmiy’s ships :—at Cochin, he took three 
valuable Dutch prizes, and then retired to St. Mary’s, in the 
Island of Madagascar, at which, at Tullca, and at St. Augus¬ 
tin’s Bay, in the same Island, the pirates had fortified stations, 
and, in these, were supplied with stores, sent from New York 
and the West-Indies. 

Sir John Gayer and the President at Surat, therefore, re- Sir John 
commended to the Court, to make an application to the King, for commeudf 

• ✓iTi’oi* >. applica- 

a commission (the Indian Seas being covered with pirates} to ap- tion to the 

prehend them, and bring them to justice in India, because such authority to 

try and con- 

examples, only, would convince the Country Powers, that no con- demn the pi- 

rates i a India. 

nexion subsisted between the pirates and the Company’s servants, 

it 
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CHAPJ^i it being a general impression, that the apprehending and sending 

1697-98. them to England, for trial and punishment, was a pretext, 
which the Natives could neither understand, nor would believe:— 
this application was the more necessary, as the Company’s trade 
was in more danger from the pirates, than from the violence of 
the Mogul Governor, or the incursions of the Mahrattas:— 
there remained the expedient, only, of sending armed vessels as 
convoys to the Mogul ships, from Surat to Mocha and Judda, on 
which service three Company’s ships had sailed, on the 20th 
March 1697-98. 

Ofter of the It was, however, found, that unless the Dutch and 

Grind 

Seiijniorto French would employ ships on this service, as well as the 

convoy the * - » 

Mocha fleet English, it would be impossible to avert the recurrence of simi- 

rt fused by ® * 

tijc Mogul. ia,r violence against the English servants and Factory at Surat. 

This service had become indispensable to the Europeans, as an 
offer had been made by a Turkish Merchant, that the Grand 
Seignior would send a fleet to convoy the ships to and from 
Mocha, which was refused, by the Mogul, from a dislike at 
seeing a Turkish fleet in the Indian seas :—an answer was, there¬ 
fore, given, that the service had already been entrusted to the 
European ships :—the object of the Governor of Surat, in giving 
this answer, proceeded from a conviction that he could not levy 
the same sum from the Turks, as he had done from the Dutch 
and English :—this opinion was justified, by the Governor re¬ 
quiring that the freight paid to the Europeans should be deemed 
part of the compensation for losseson the refusal of the 
Dutch, he stopped their trade, but on the compliance of the 
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English, he promised an exclusive Phirmaund, and an abatement chap m 
of customs; promises which, should they be fulfilled, would re- 1697-98. 
quire a large present to him. 

Under such embarrassments, the trade of the Company 
became daily more difficult; the imprisonment of their servants 
prevented the purchase of miuiy articles, particularly indigo, 
which had risen in price, by the large investments of the 
Dutch, facilitated by the imports of Japan goods, the finer spices 
from the Moluccas, pepper from Java, copper, tutenague, and 
tin :—^these articles, besides, sold at high rates in Persia, and at 
Mocha, and obtained for them silks and coffee. 

During these embarrassments on trade at Surat, Bombay, Bombay, un- 

° ^ . . der these Cl.. 

and its dependencies, were placed under difficulties equally 
great. At Bombay, Sir John Gayer reported, that the means »““>• 
of defence, and the resources, were unequal to the service;— 
the garrison was still weak, as only seventeen soldiers had 
arrived this season, the greater part of the recruits having died 
on the passage;—trade, besides, was exposed to heavy duties 
on the transit of goods, to be sold in the Mogul dominions, 
five per cent, being paid, as Company's customs, at Bombay, on 
the export, eight per cent, levied by the Portuguese at Tannah, 
and arbitrary exactions made at Gallian, a town on the 
continent, belonging to the Mogul, at which the Governor 
paid one-fourth of the revenue to the Mahrattas; charges 
which could not be compensated by the duty of one rupee per 
ton, paid by all English ships, for the Company’s passes. 


The 
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CHA P, in . The pepper trade was equally precarious at Anjeitgo, ft>r 
1697 * though that station had been made sufficiently strong to defend it > 
self, the Queen of Attmgahad become jealous of the English, and 
bad threatened to expel them from her country; and at Carwar 
much difficulty was experienced in obtaining pepper, the 
Mahrattas having laid waste the districts in the vicinity of that 
station. 

Sir John ^ Under such discouraging circumstances, the intelligence 

his resigna- that a large stock had been subscribed in England, and that 

tion, and re- ® o » 

sidenTAnne! Considerable supplies and equipments might be expected^ 
ley's conduct, encouragcd the General and Council to proceed with the 
investment, and to keep up both the export and import trade. 
Sir John Gayer, and President Annesley, do not appear to have 
coincided in the measures which each recommended, under 
difficulties which both acknowledged :—at the close of the 
season, Sir John Gayer solicited permission to iresign, on a 
proper successor being appointed ; but protested against Mr. 
Annesley, as having mismanaged the Company’s business en-i^ 
trusted to his €harge.<'> 

Substance ot Continuing the detail of events in Persia, wbieh, in the 
renewed and the preceding seasoo, brought the applications of the Agents for 

obtained m ,, i i t> . 

Per.ia w this a ncw “ AMnoma” or Fhirmaund, and “ liogorus (or de- 

season. 

tached- 

(1)—Letters from the General and Council at Bombay to the Court, 11th April, loth 
idty, SOth October, SOtfa November, I 5 tli and 18 th December I 6 g 7 , 12 tb, 2 jth and 2 dl!h 

January, 20th and 23 d February, and 10th March 1697-98.-Letters from tbePreiidcni 

and Council of Surat to the Court, 2d and 21st April, 4 th May l 6 g 7 , 12tb January, 12 th 

and U'h February 1697-98.-Letter from the Chief and Factors at Anjeogo to the General 

at Bombay, 21st August 1697. 
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taioibed.^ipratit^ oS privileges to the Goarpanjr^, Bitojt sitoatiuii c»ap hi 
w^^t.piOecess.jWfis prolrabte, vre<fiod that, on the 18th June 1697-^^' 
llSl^, l|i(cy< obtahed^ and had passed through ah the odi- 

QolwithiriMndiBg the opposition of the Dutch^ who had 
olill'ed double the sum, provided an order should be issued to 
stop fthe Coqnpany’s trade. 

The ** Ahtnaina,” or Phirinaund, granted by Sultan Hosseiii, 
chdied the I8th June 1697» conferar^ particular privileges on 
the' English Nation, and proceeded on the Phirmaund origi- 
gipally granted by Shah. Abbas the Great, in 1615, during the 
ne%n q£. Kmg James I., which was 'afterwards renewed by 
Shah < Sephi, and, subsequently, by Shah Selimon, in the reign 
olKing Charles II.:—this new Phirmaund stipulated,' that an 
Koglish Ambassador, or Consul, should reside in Persiay and, 
if reipured, a Persian Ambassador should proceed to England; 
•r-that^he English might bring their ships tonwhateverMporte 
in^rsia, they pleased, and be furnished witli carnages for their 
goodsyond pay the same price for provisionsyas^tlieNatives;^ 
that, in case of shipwreck, they should be assisted in saving their 
goods, and persons embezzling them to make!restitution; 

-f-4liat they should not be obliged to sell theirgoods^-ah aoyrpaF- 
tMular port, but 'might punshase what tliey chose, with ready^ 
eSfUnqy ;-«—that they should not be compelled to abjure their own 
religion, “ it being God's business to turn men's hearts i ”—that 
tihey shpoUl be entitled to wear arms, to defend themselves 
ugiuBst rogues” attempting to steal their goods, ami not 
bo punishable for killing them; but if the oflfemlcr (being a Per- 

vuL. 111. 2 1 siuu) 
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^HAP.ni. be seized, he was ta be carried brieve<lie chief .offcer of 
169^-98. the place, who was to inmifithiiii; butif Eligiiriii ^ 

** kill hiin thenueien/^^-^sA, the Eo|^far,Aaeba 0 ue|oifhhoi;ffd be 
allowed «. hoiMCj and if any of his people ofiritded^iiie Jshri>M 
be the Judge I and the English Consul, in absence of the Am>^ 
bassador, v^as to have the same resect and piriril^;ea>;*^-riiat if the; 
Persians should commit any injnry ott ^fae attendsoits-of the 
Ambassador, applicaticm was to be pnde to the Cari Ibr ve» 
dress ;wthat the hnguists of the Ambassador should be priri«« 
leged ;-*^hat the English should be -allowed to employ people 
of eveiy cast, who oaught be willing to serve them, and if an 
En^h slave be brought from Turkey, ht should he liberated, on 
the repaymoDt to hia master, of the sum paid for him ;•*—that, 
OB the death of an EtagHshman, his countrymen might dispose 
of'his efieebr/ ncedrdii^ to^their own Christian laur; and if he 
should have berried 0 Christian, and hare children, and the 
mother be dead^ the children should be delivered to the Englirii 
Ambassadm';—that the English should pay the same* dudes q£ 
import and export, that th^ paid at Aleppo and CcmstdntiBopte; 
andoidysadi Baddarage** as had been usual} and should^they 
lorn goods, and affirm such loss before the Gtmsul/'then ‘^e 
OoVernors and Raddass*’ should be compelled to hud such 
goods, or to pay for them;—^that should any diispute arito 
among merchants, >uader the-value of twenty tomandsjj it 
should be decided by the Gazi, and,>if above thri; SUm,- by tlm ' 
Ambassajdor, according to the Persian law, in both cases; and 
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coitldj»ai,4ell,their gdocb at thefriee they asked, iit. 
disptaAiof HlieilLsphere thtey^pleasedp^ •» < ' 1697-98. 

> d bfjbdilo|^aud<w |kri¥il^es, grakrted to the Ck>m« 

psiay^tinolhdbd'thtt^niaMeett.fonnerlyconferred by the successive 
S(Nr^:dgas:of fieruik, with two additional odes. By the former 
gni&ts,<>ith 0 Cqa^jwiiiy d|ad a right to possess a bouse at Ispahan; 

treooiet goods takca from them on the raad$***to be ex¬ 
empted htutt Baddanige** in the Persian daniiiimns:**-to 
recriae chrii usageto export twelve horsea annually;—to 
e]^pprtc.twO'thousand' nkaunds of goods, free of daty;-^ con¬ 
vey, theit goods ih^'safety to their bouse in Ispahan have a 
ri|^t>of.hritigmg #ater to their house ;*-to have guards totheir 
Caphilas, lor caravans ;'«**to make, dvink, and exporii'wine 
tokeoaployMsiidantsin making wuie;>*Hlo htiy whatiGaramania 
wool they anight have occasion for j^^^to havd thu>power of judg¬ 
ing of the offoncOt of their own peopleto teH to tlie Governor 
of Gombroon for ready money, he being prohibited'from employ r 
ing any: force, in ctimpelling such salei^f—^to tako^possessiomed' 
thehr.onin house at Shiras, which the Governor'ba^ disposswss^ 
then! .ctf;rrrfK)t to be Qompelled to give presents ’.to ttm.'KjMuhy' 
or,Goverjkprd;~-tO be protected against , hindarhne^ in.bklngiQg 
goods .oh shore, at Combroan ;-^nd no custom, in^futorei; to.' 
be>pmd Ming ” and sugar,: 

j 1 XlteiiiedditiQnid .Kogoma now grantod hy .frultto* Uosr^eiw^ 
w^, first;, that the English Mouldy ii»frithro,'ibo dxenkpted ffom 
2 E 3. payment 

*^'(1)_Copy of the Ahtnima, or Pliirmaund, renewed by Sultan Hosscin, June 1^7 

(MSS in the India Register Office, vol. 1 , No. AJiQ). 
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CHAP HI payment of the duties of “ Sudenk** and “ throughout 

10*.97-y8. the Persian dominions'; and, secondly, that the arfeafs of Cus¬ 
toms, due to the English, should be immediately adjusted, and 
paid by the Governor of Gombroon. <*) 

Tiip Armu- These Phirmiiunds and Rogoms were followed by an order 
flic C(i(n|j<)- ' from the King, to the Khan of Cammania, to permit the Com- 
!!( pany^s purchases of wool to be made to their full extent ‘ but, 

Loinbroon found difficult to obtain an additional Rogom to export 

silk by way of Gombroon, this request being opposed by the 
Armenians, because it would obstruct their trade to Aleppo; 
—if, however, a Rogom to tbis eflect, could be procured, 
it wbuld effectually depress the trade of the Turkey Company, 
which could no longer make those profitable exchanges for the 
silk, which coni])Osed the most valuable part of their assort¬ 
ments. 


(•Her of ac state of the Company’s interests, the ship, Charles 

(i<)"’,'”<m''one Second, which had arrived at Gombroon from Bombay, was 
offered to convey to India, the Ambassador from the King of 
Aniba!iimi<ir” Peisia, to tlic Mogul j it being of importance, that the Company 
ionie*^Court should liavc the credit of this service, rather than the Dutch, 
Mogul ^yould readily offer one of their vessels, both to conciliate 
favor, and to prejudice the Persian Court against the English. 
The Agent, also, suggested the expediewy of assisting the Per- 
fiitms in the reduction of Muscat, and destroying the Arab fleet, 

if 


(1)—List of Kogoma renewed and granted to the English, by Shah Sultan IIossi 
dated the 18 ih June l 6 g 7 . (MSS. in the India Register Office, vol. xlviii. No 4642 ). 
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Trc.iLheroui 
contliiLt ot 
ihfArmeiujii 
niLrchantt iii 
th(' sile ot‘ 
Rngliili 
cluth 


if no other reason existed, than to deprive the Dutch of the 
opportunity of acquiring influence, if their fleet should go on a 10^7 
that would be so acceptable to the King of Persia. 

Wliile the Company’s aflairs in Persia were in this improved 
state, the Agent acknowledged the services of Doud, the Com¬ 
pany’s former broker, who was extremely desirous of being 
restored to their employment:—at the same time, he described 
the Armenians as having obstructed the sale of English cloths 
on every occasion. This conduct, he trusted, though it would 
render the sales dull, for a year or two, would not, idtiiuatcly, 
ruin the project of disposing of large quantities of English cloth : 
•x>meai»>tiine, the cloth which came on the Charles the Second 
had been sold to the shopkeepers, at seventeen months’ credit, 
though the Armenians had endeavoured to persuade them not 
to buy the Company’s cloth, because they expected a large 
assortntent from Aleppo. 

In,this state of the Company’s affairs, Mr. Earwell was 
appointed chief Agent in Peisia, with insti uctious, under the 
new Phirmaunds, to push the sale of EuglisU clotli .is tar as 
possible*) and to endeavour (if it should cost the sum of hvc 
thousand rupees in presents) to obtain a participation in the silk 
trade with the Armenians, and a Pbirmaund foi exporting it, by 
Gombroon:—the report closes with stating, that the arrears 
of customs had not been recovered, though a pait of those ut 
the current year had been received;—^but that it would teml to 
the improvement of the Company’s rights, and the conlidcucc 

of 


> Mr I'liits I'f 

Mr 

on Ixing jp- 

poinli^il thill 

Ajjtiit iiiIVi 





of the Persiaqg^in if jsom^of ^e pirates^^ ^ij^gljuijicd in 

1^-^ England, <?oiUd jw.sept for,c;^ptiop .*9 F^i^, 

si”£olgr‘ I ?W 

t^^armihe affected, bjT the wa,rs jmrhieh atill pn^ 

b/S’n^”'^ vail^ b^tw^, the Mogul and. the M^lfiph upi^i^ 

b^roMho™' t *® .atteinpt procuring a ;|^, 

piratei "j^he Mogul l^uUaber l^han^ .ifaa.^til^ be^eiigipgi^^e^ 

and trade in the Circar of VMagajiata]^ bad b^^en coinple^y> 
interrupted. The only public circun^t^pejineDtioped, related {fjOt 
the aafety of Fort St. (^rge and Fort,St. p£tvid> the garrisons^of 
each of whic^ consisted of one hundred and thirty-three Eun»p€^. 
soldiers ^and^ ei^hty-ei|gh'| topasses:—the navigatiooi ho)vever, 
was constantly ^ interr^ptpdj by tjiie pirates, who had in(^easei|^^ 9 . 
ten sail, ma^d^hX hupdr^ to 

and fifty, m^n each pfx^se circpiustpp90»i J»iaM ®9V“l3ffv 

vessels had been d^p^^b^ h>Tonquin, tO;ivitbdrWtbe'3^Wlipt*)fp 
agreeably tc^ the^Couijt’^^pfdoi^.^^*^ 

SgIPTeni" thp <;;9inpany’^?tathih'liW#^ 

fosla^pr": w*^«^was ^I^pw;defjl^^54i,^^ 

uciion Fort^ but w^ 'to jCQ^^ey ^to tbaf,,Jhjesj^f^,^unhhjpfs^^ 

wtrest-, 

ments on the ,Cojiist,^^^nd jin the, 1 ,, 


^ (1)—Lei ten from (h^ A^enti and^ooncils at r4|nh^ and Gpmt^roon to (be Court, ^Itb 
June^^] li.'S'.Ta.'.'JjMlfB;' , 3d December i(J 97 , and 20(h February 1^7-99. 

' -^l-^tilei^'iAMr 'ttt -ttesWent 'rftid Ciuiiil/ of Fott “St. deoi^ge''(6’''t^e’'ciiiA'r, yi‘ 
June LiMfsifrip th^fiKliiestaDtltfiDUDcU of B(ii1i>Sl. Gleort)«W (ad?qf«S«nhn 

and Council at Bombay, 7>b Auguit iSg^ 
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StAtw Azitn, grandsoit of the ESmp^n^ (the son of Shah CHAiP. ni. 
Aidnin), tri«, afooht this time, appointed Subah, or Viceroy,’ of 
BCiigat,‘!llt^ar, shtd OrisS'a, and a nCw Nabob wik setit (o^ngal, 
the^Tinisip^ ‘iseat' of the Company's trade. Ab' the' ’Prince'' was 
at'Bordivah,' both Ihe Dutch and the English" thought it expe- 
diedii' tOaend Ihiemhassy to him, with presi^ht^':—^Mr. Stanley 
leaa employed by this Agent at Chutannttee, on this'inissionV with 
a present, valued at sixh^ thensaiid ri^iees; but the Ihiiice had 
nbt, as yet, attacked the insurgents, on account of the desertion 
of oife' of his principal officers with a large body of cavalry, 
thditigh*"iie hkd 'entered the rebels^ country, and a general 
adkkfil'Nivias daily expected. In this state of afl&irs, the trade in 
Bengal ’^as perfectly open, the object of the’A^nt being not 
only’ to'd^nCiliate the Prince, but to" engage his Duan to en¬ 
courage ilie'English' impcnrts, by making him a present of Eng¬ 
lish broad-doih, estimated at eight hundred rupeesthese 
precautions, however, were not sufficient to prevent the new 
NkbOb'Bbm receiving the Interlopers, who, fora bribe of four¬ 
teen thddsand rupees, had got a Perwannah, for trade in Bengal, 
and a proffitse tO-haVe it confirmed by the King; a promise wliiclr 
hd'dld net fulfil, probably from the expeetktidn of a greater 
bribe from'the Agency; Mr. Slknley, therefore, applied to-the 
Prince for a prohibition to the Interlopers, and solicited ‘perinis- 
sion to establish a mint at Hughly. 

’ ' In this mixed state ol interests, the investment proceeded •"»«“- 
witb much difficulty, because the markets were disturbed by the 
Interlopers and the Dutch, the former being supplied with salt- 

petre 
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CHAPjii. and calicoes by the Armenians, and the latter by thcsr own 
1697 -®8* Agents;—^the rights, thus, as well as the trade of the Con^pAiiy 
in the Bengal provinces, depeindedy this y^ar, cm expedients, and 
on the activity of the Agents, and were exposed to risks from the 
pirates,, whose numbers were daily increasing. 

PT^aTsen Though no direct iafrrmation was received from Bbk> 
cooien on the cooLEN, it appears that this Settlement had become much 
more healthy than formerly, and that oomiderable ^pum- 
titics of pepper bad been procnred at Ymrk Fort, and at 
Tryamong; and, in general, that the stations, on the Isluid 
of Sumatra were in an improving state, for we shall find that 
considemble equipments and stock were consigned to them, in 
the following season. 

(I)—Leiter from the Preildent and Council of Port St. Geoife to the Court, 3d 
June 1^7 — I-etter from the Preaident and Council of Port St. George to the Agent and 
Council of Bengal, 23d November le&f.’—— Leiter from the Agent and Council in Bengal 
to the General end Council at Bombajr, Gtb Januaiy l<Sp7*9S. 

(3)—Letter from the Preaident and Cooncil of Fort St. George to the Cowl, 3d June 

1697. 
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1698 - 99 . 


LONDON COMPANY. 

The Annals of the London East-India Company have been chap iii . 
traced, from their establishment by Queen Elizabeth, to this 1698-99. 
eventful year, when, after the long series of difficulties, at home the*^ d^flwuU 
aud abroad, which they had to encounter and to surmount, which tiie* 

1 • • 1 1 • -1 -TT- 1 liondonEut. 

their rights and privileges were to be overset. Hitherto, India Com¬ 
pany bad 

the London East-India Company had been opposed by licences »*tr«ggied, 

^ ^ rr froniilinr 

from the Crown, contrary to the Charters and privileges establishment 

° to Ibis period 

which the Crown itself had granted .—those lieenccs had been 
given to Private Traders, who sought a share in the trade, 
without incurring the heavy charges and expenditure of the 
Company at home, or of their establishments abroad. After 
struggling through the oppressions, and the invasion of their 
Charter and privileges during the Interregnum;—after having 
those rights and privileges recognized, at the Restoration, and, 
from time to time, enlarged;—after experiencing obstructions 
from the projects of Private Traders, under all the various deno¬ 
minations of Interlopers and Pirates, and having their credit 
exposed to ruin, and their servants to imprisonment;—and, 

(during the last ten years which elapsed, from the Revolution), 

VOL. III. 2 K after 
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CHAP in. after having obtained grants from the Crown, and encourage- 

1698nient in their applications to Parliament, to have their rights 
placed on the \ .sis of an Act of the Legislature, the London 
East-India Ci.mpany were now to experience the misfortune 
of having rival, recognized on that constitutional giound, 
which they had sought, sind merited. 

Such were the vicissitudes, and such the hard fate of that 
London Company, which had created, and, for a century, pre¬ 
served a diiect tiade between England and the East-Indies. In 
the sequel, we shall have to view the exertions of this Company, 
possessed of property and of experience, bringing not only 
popular speculations to the test of expeiiment, but obliging 
the rival Company to seek their safety in an union with 
that mercantile body, which they had endeavoured to over¬ 
set. 

Arrange- In tracing this important branch of the commercial history of 

ment lo be 

observed, ill tlic kiiigdom, wc .shall continue the same chronological order, hut 

fnrini( the 

Annaig.ifthc distinguish the Old Company by the title they weic now’ obliged 

duCompi- to assume, of The London Company, fiom the New Association, 
which obtained the moic popular, because national, name of 
The Lnglidi Company. After rerapitnlating the rights and 
piiiileges of the one, and stating those of the other, we shall 
tiace the domestic and foicign transactions of each, and 
connect them with the events which marked their struggles, 
within the same limits, at the close of the memorable icign of 
Auiungzehe. 

On 
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On the subject of the lights and piivilcges of the London CHap hi 
Company, a retrospect was taken of the successive grants by 1698-99. 
which they had been established, and had continued to acquire 
Settlements, by purchase, or by treaties, and, recently, of the 
renewed grants obtained from the King, when an appeal was 
made to the Crown, to adjust the disputes with the Private 
Merchants and Interlopers. The result of this appeal was, that 
the London Company were confirmed, by grants from the Crown, 
as a Body Corporate, with succession ; but their applications to 
Parliament, to have these Charters and giants of piivileges 
strengthened by legislative authority, (agreeably to the form 
which the Constitution had assumed) were waved, oi not con¬ 
ferred ; and yet it was, even .it this time, considered as ma¬ 
nifest, that two Companies, of the same nation, and with the 
same privileges, were political contr.idictions, if not absur¬ 
dities, as their opposition to each other, must ruin tlie credit 
of both. 

At this period, an opinion began to prevail, that a second Eicm* 

will, h led to 

East-India Company might be formed :—this opinion originated H'cci'taWish- 
in the encouragement giv cn to the Pi ivute Traders, or Inter- tasi- 

° ° India Coni- 

lopcrs, to make successive equipments, and to obtain giants P®"/- 
from the Native Powers in India, allowing them liberty of trade; 
a conduct which the London Company held to be an invasion 
of their exclusive privileges. 


In the preceding season, the resources required for pro- The project 
secuting the war .against Prance, brought forward the project Bank, lo 

2K2 
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CHAP. III. 
1698^99. 


for the Go- 
verntncni 
impraLtica* 
ble. 


London 
Company of¬ 
fer to raise 
i' 700.000 at 
font percent 
forthe public 
(crvice. 


of “ « Land Bank” by which ^2,500,000 was to be raised for 
the public service. On examining the means from which such 
a Bank could raise subscriptions, the plan was soon found to 
be impracticable, because the commercial resources of the 
country, alone, could furnish this large and sudden supply, and 
the recent establishment of the Bank of England prevented so 
consideiable an amount being drawn from it, while the losses of 
the Turkey and East-Jndia Companies, during the war, made 
it impossible for them to furnish this aid; the project, there¬ 
fore, of ‘‘ a Land Bank ” was suspended, but not laid aside. In 
the season we have to review, a large supply w’as, also, rc(|uired, 
to wind up the expcnces of the w'ar, on the restoration of peace, 
by the Treaty of Ryswick. 

In 1698-99, the Private Merchants renewed their appli¬ 
cations to obtain from Parliament an Act, for creating a New 
East-India Company, and founded their application on the 
public prejudices against monopolies, artfully connecting those 
prejudices with the discontents of many of the Proprietors 
of the East-India Stock, who had not regularly received their 
dividends, on account of the heavy loss of ships and cargoes 
during the war. 

The Couit of Committees (Directors), therefore, at the 
opening of this season, found it expedient, as the House of 
Commons had again taken into consideration the state of the 
East-India trade, to olFer to advance j£700,000, at ^4 per 
cent, interest, for the public service, provided their Charter 

should 
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sliould be confirmed by Act of Parliament, and the trade to 
India legally settled on the London Company. 16’98 - 99. 

While this subject was under the consideration of Parlia- The Private 

Merchant® 

nient, a number of Private Merchants proposed to advance offer to raise 
* ^ ^ 2 , 000,000 
^2,000,000, at per cent, interest, provided they might ^ 

have the exclusive trade to India vested in them, and that accepted, and 
they should not be obliged to trade on a Joint Stoek, unless 
they should afterwards desire to be incorporated for this purpose, 
and have a Charter conferred on them. 

The large offer of s62,000,000, though at higher interest, 
was considered to be more advantageous to the public, than 
the offer of ^700>000, by the London Company, because 
it would furnish the State with a greater and more imme¬ 
diate supply of money; a Bill, therefore, was introduced into 
the House of Commons, for accepting the offer of .^2,000,000. 

The Court of Committees (Director) in their London Com- Argument* 
pany prayed to be heard against this Bill, and pleaded, that don Compa- 
they had fulfilled all the conditions in their successive Charters ; tins*Bdi”anci 

, answers of 

that they possessed a full right to their Settlements, to which, by n>e Priv*t« 

, , , Merchant*. 

law, they had an exclusive title; that they enjoyed commercial 
privileges in the Settlements, which they had purchased for 
valuable considerations, and which they estimated at ^44,000 
per annum ; and concluded with oflfering to open subscriptions, 
to the amount of ^2,000,000. In answer, the New Associa¬ 
tion pleaded that the Crown had, from the first Charter of 
Queen Elizabeth, to the present time, reserved the power, if 
the trade should not prove profitable to the King and to the 

realm. 
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^hapjii realm, to withdraw the privileges of trade on three years^ 
1698-99. notice. In reply, the London Company stated, that the property 
of numerous families would he lost, unless supported by a fixed 
joint stock; that it required ,£^600,000, annually, to carry on 
the trade; that the London Company were bound to export 
00,000 per annum, of BritLsh produce; that their losses, 
during the war, amounted to ^1,.500,000; and that they had 
paid j£295,000 in customs, and .3^85,000 in taxes, 

Instruct mill Sucli was tlic suhstance of the arguments for and against 

Giyer wiuie the Bill, uiul the instructions of the Company to their servants 

the Bill \cas * 

jiciiding ^ abroad, while this Bill was pending in Parliament, will form an 
interesting illustration of them •—Afraid that the runvours of 
this event might prejudice their trade abroad, and affect the 
jirecaiious relations, subsisting between their Presidencies and 
the Country Powers, and that intelJigeiicc of it might be con¬ 
veyed to India, by their own ships, the Court explained the 
critical situation of their affiiirs in England, to Sir John Gayer, 
in a letter, dated the 28th May 1698, and trusted the pro¬ 
ject of their enemies would prove aboitivc, and that, after all 
their troubles and cluirgcs, they might, at last, obtain a happy 
settlement of their affairs:—mean-time, they recommended 
to their servants, nOt to give credit to insinuations against 
the Company, but to exert their utmost industiy in improving 
the stock of this season, at each of their Factories, iind parti¬ 
cularly 

(1) -See the Serici of bjst-lndu Charters (printed) from Queen Elizabeth to ItJgS. 
—— Anderson'!. History of Comraerte, vol ii , page 031, 
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cularly w.'irncd them of the probable attempts of their 0 ])po- 
nents, to corrupt those who were entrusted with the manage- 1098-1)9. 
nient of their affairs abroad. 

Notwithstanding the expectations of the London Company, Act passed, 
an Act passed (10th William III, cap.' 44) “ for raising a sum, the Private ^ 

r 1 f r Merchants, 

“ not exceeding two millions, upon a fund, for payment of ii) the name 

S , e . , iheGene- 

“ .innuitics, altei the late of jbo per cent., and for settling the rd Society 

trading to 

“ trade to the Eiust-Indies.” The subscribers to these two rail- the Kist-in- 
lions were denominated I'he General Society trading to the East- 
Indies y and the King was empowered to incoiporate them, by 
Charter, into one Body Politic; each subscriber to trade, annually, 
to the amount of his subscription, and the Old, or London Com¬ 
pany, to be pcimitted to tiade to India, till the 29th September 
1701.(2) 

The Court of Committees (Directors) of the London Com- The londo,. 

^ Company, a» 

pany, in their letter to the (Jcneral at Bombay, 8th July 1698, a Corpora- 
^ ^ tion, sub- 

descrihed the events winch accompanied the progress and passing 

of this Act, in a ummier whicli, in their opinion, rathei proved 
that it was the result of the success of a parly, than of deli- 
bei ate parliamentary wisdom ;—^tlrey stated the offers which the 
London Company had made, but, that the Interlopers had pre¬ 
vailed, hy their offer of having the trade free, and not on a 
Joint Stock; —that the Act had passed the House of Commons 
hy a small majority, and also the House of Lords, in which 
a protest was entered against it;—^that as Corporations wcie 

pel - 

(1) —Letter from the Court to the General and Council at Bombay, 26th Mjy 1(5<JS, 

(2) —East-Iiidia Acti (printed 178C), page 14. 
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CHAP. Ill , permitted to subscribe, and trade to the amount of their sub- 
1698-99. scjiption, and as the London Company were allowed to trade, 
without subscribing, for three years, the Court had resolved to 
take advantage of this clause, as a Corporation, and to subscribe 
as large a sum as they could, that they might trade on it, after 
the expiration of their period. 

From the consideration that this commercial rivalship would 
produce public losses, the Court liopcd the Act w^ould be repealed, 
in the subsequent session, and informed their servants abroad, 
that the Court of Proprietors had resolved, by large equipments 
and stock, to purchase such investments us would frustrate (if 
their servants would act with spirit and fidelity) the speculations 
of the Interlopers or New Association.<*) 

Commercial A month subsequently to this notice, the commercial spirit of 

lo^'thcir””* the London Company, instead of being depressed, appears to have 
ll^unieract hccn invigorated ; for they informed their servants in Bengal, 
orthe'^New that though they formerly had hesitated to have a large stock 
Association. ^o make purchases, because they had not fortresses, 

in w’hich their stores coidd be secured, that now, when 
their fortifications were equal to the defence of their property, 
the shipping and stock would be cncreased, in proportion to the 
difficulties they had to surmount;—that they were satisfied of 
the impracticability of two Companies subsisting in England, at 
the same time, with the same objects, and trading within the 
same limits, or, in their own language, that two East-India 

“ Company’s 


(I)—Letter from tlic Court to the General and Council at Bombay, 8tb July I69S. 
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“ Company’s in England could no more subsist, without destroy- iu 

“ ing one y® other, than two Kings, at the sanie time regnant 1698-91). 
“ in the same kingdom;—that now a civil battle was to be 
“ fought, between the Old and the New Company; and that two 
“ or three years must end this war, as the Old, or the New, must 
give way ;—that being veterans, if their servants abroad would 
“ do their duty, tliey did not doubt of the victory;—that if the 
“ world laughed at the pains the two Companies took to ruin each 
“ other, they could not help it, as they were on good ground, and 
had a Charter;—^that when the three years expired, still they 
had revenues and possessions, and had a share in the New 
** Company’s stock, to the amount of^315,000, and were, therc- 
“ fore, entitled to trade, annually, to India, to that amount.” <*> 

Whether the Crown or the Parliament entered into the con- The Kmg 

incoiporatef 

sideration of these facts, or, from having accepted the loan of thf CeHeui 
two millions, overlooked them, it is immaterial to enquire; but it «i>e nanne of 

(he English 

is probable, that the indulging the subscribers, by giving tliem 
a Charter, formed the only subject of consideration, for the King 
having power, by the Act, to incorporate the subscribers into one 
exclusive Company, to be termed the General Society trading to 
the East-Indies^ granted them a Charter, dated the 3d September 
1698, by which the individuals, constituting this Society, were 
entitled to trade to the East-Indies, in proportion to the amount 
of stock subscribed, that is, each to he a separate traderS^^ 

VOL. III. 2 L Scarcely 

(1) —Letter from the Court to tbe Agent and Council in Bengal, 2(5th August 1698 

(2) —Recital of the Incorporation of the General Societ), in the Charter incori>oratiiig 
the English Company, 3d September l6g8, (Printed Collection of Charters, page 206). 
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CHAPjn. Scarcely had this Charter passed, when, in the short space 
1698-99. of two days, on the 5th September 1698, it became necessary to 

Substance of , _ , . i i . 

ihepriviicgei incorporate the majority ot tins number, and their successors, 

of the Eng- 

liah Compa- by Charter, to be one exclusive Company, lo trade on a Joint 
*>/• 

Stocky under tlic name of “ The JLn^hsh Cotnpany trading lo 
“ the JHusl-Jndieiiy' with the following privileges :—to have 
perpetual succession, and a Common Seal;—to trade, for ever 
hereafter, to India, to the amount of their capital;—to augment 
their capital stock;—.§£500 stock to entitle to one vote, and none 
to have more than one vote;—to have the same powers to erect 
Courts of Judicature in India, as the London Company had, by 
King James lld.'s Charter,—the Old, or London Company, to 
tiade to India, till the 29th September 1701, but no longer;— 
and one-tenth part of the whole annual exports to India, to 
be in English pioduce and inanufactiu’cs. 

The stock of A very short experiment discovered the effects of speculation 
not founded on practice.—when the English Company got 
vaiue"^* *' possession of their Charter, they concluded they had, at last, 
ruined the London Company; but when the payments on the 
new stock began to be c«illed for, the subscribeis felt the approach 
of difllicultics, which, in their eagerness to possess the Charter, 
had not entered into their conteinplation, or that, in proportion 
as the calls were made, the price of the new stock would sink, 
and that, in their first transaction, they w'ould give an iidvantage 

to 

(I )—Aiu1erson’>. History of Commerce, \ol. ii, page 018—— Letters Patent granted 
lo the English Company, 5lh September 1(^98, ^10 W'^illiani 111. Printed Collection of 
Chartcis, page 189}. 
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to the London Company, who would firing forward tlic profits 
from their sales, and the value of their stock, as a contrast to 1698-9}). 
the price of the new stock in the maiket —^ihc Coiut of Com¬ 
mittees of the London Company, instructed by experience, in 
this manner, gave a necessary lesson to the public, that it had 
been duped by SpecuUitions, which weie no sooner acted on, than 
they provctl detrimental to those, who had risked their property 
in them. 

Within a few weeks after the establishment of the English 
Company, the Court of Committees of the London Company 
communicated this event to the President and Council at Foit 
St. George, on the 28th October 1698, with a statement, in 
substance, as follows .—that the English Company had paid in 
two-tenths of their subsciiption ;—out of the first tenth, the 
discount had been allmvcd, so that only was paid foi the 
fiist jCIO ,—that the second ^^10 was paid in full, so that 
only, had, as yet, been paid, foi each c^lOO subscribed ;—that this 
at the date of this letter, sold for 14, which was neai ly 
a loss of twenty-five per cent, on eachc£.’100; that this stock 
would diminish in value, on the payment of each subsecpient 
tenth, or iustahnent; and this pioved to be the fact, for when 
the third tenth was paid, it sold at five per cent, discount,— 
thtit the effect of this fall had aheady been felt by the stock¬ 
holders of the New Company, who had begun to place their 
reliance on a coalition with the Old ; and that though the Court 
were of opinion this might be the ultimate consequence, they 
did not consider the present, to be the time for listening to it, 

2 L 2 or 
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CHAP III 

Tlic I.omloii 
Conip.iny 
ni<ike a r>'II 
i)f tMiiity- 
ti\o pi‘i ti nt 
on tin. Pro- 
prtelurii 


The offer of 
the Lngluh 
Company to 
coalesce with 
the Loiulon 
Comp iny,re- 
jecied 


or, indeed, till the stuck of the London and English Companies 
shoidd bear nearly the same price. 

These events confirmed the arguments which the London 
Company had urged to the King, and to Parliament, when they 
were soliciting an Act for confirming their privileges, for they 
then st.ited, that two East-India Companies could not subsist in 
the same nation. Matters were in this situation, when the Court 
lesolvcd, as their sales had, this year, already produced 5^640,000, 
and their spring sales would probably amount to ^300,000 more, 
to make a call on the Adventurers, or Proprietors, of ^£25 
per cent, on their respective stocks, which would raise near 
^400,000, by which means they would be enabled to discharge 
all their bond debts, and to refute the aspersions of their op* 
ponents, who had represented their affairs to be desperate.6) 

In December 1698, the English Company still farther lost 
confidence in their own speculation, for as the payments on their 
stock were made, its value was depressed; and in March 1698- 
99, Mr. Papillon was employed by them, to negotiate a coalition 
between the two Companies:—this project the Court were of 
opinion was inadmissible, unless the English Company had ready 
money to pay for forts, territories, &c., in India, and to lay 
down the same sum to begin a new Joint Stock, as the London 
Company were in a capacity to do.^*) 

Whether 

(1) —Letter from the Court of the London Company to the Preiident and Council at 
Fort St George, 28th October 1698. 

(2) —Letter from the Court of the London Company to the President and Council of 
Fort St. George, 15th December IQ98.—Letter from the Court to the General and 
Council at Bombay, 17th March698-99. 
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Whether it was to induce the London Company to meet 
the plan of the English, by an impicssion of the support they 1698-99. 

* _ Ihe London 

were to receive from the Crown, or that finding the project of a Company 

propose send- 

coalition was not listened to, the English Company resolved to mg to Dr. 

Divciinnt to 

solicit, and obtained permission from the King, to send Mr. 

clieLk tlio 

(afterwards Sir William) Norris, a Member of tlie House of 
Commons, as Ambassador to the Great Mogul; but with what Noms. 
object the London Company could not discover, unless it was to 
explain the different situations of the two Companies, and to 
solicit the favor of the Mogul, to the English Company. 

The London Company, on receiving intelligence of this 
embassy, were alarmed for the safety of their Settlements and 
trade, and, by a letter to Mr. Secretary Vernon, requested that 
a copy of the instructions to the Ambassador, or of so much of 
them as related to the affairs of the London C»)inpatiy, might 
be furnished them; and, by petition to His Majesty, submitted, 
whether an application for any other privileges, or settlements, 
in India, might not endanger the rights which they had pur¬ 
chased, at so great an expence. 

The London Company, however, that they might provide 
against the measures of Sir William Norris, engaged also a Mem¬ 
ber of the House of Commons, who was a civilian of eminence (Dr. 

Charles Davenant) to proceed to India, and give his advice to the 
General, and to the Presidents, of the conduct they ought to adopt, 
in preserving their rights from being injured, by the measures which 
the London Company, or their Ambassador, might devisc.^*> 

It 

(0—Letter from the Coart to the Freudent and Council at Fort St George, 30th 

December 
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CHAP HI The Com I, as an encouragement to their servants, in- 

1608-99. tiiiittled, that the King had listened to their former applications^ 

toiiJinodore i -r^ -r i. 

Warren sent to liave a uavul forcc Sent to the East-Indies, to expel the 

with a »qiia- . . 

droll agaiimi pirates from their retreats m the Island of Madagascar, 

tJic Piiatea. 

and to clear the Indian Scm of them;—this fleet, they trusted, 
in connexion with the ships appointed to convoy the pilgri ms 
from Surat, to Judda and Mocha, would conciliate the Mogul 
Govcinment to a Company, which, for a century, had been 
faithful in their dealings, and bad contributed so largely to 
the revenues of the Empire:—with these views, the Court 
addressed a letter, dated the 25th March 1699, to the Go¬ 
vernor of Suiat, praying his good offices with the Mogul, to 
obtain a Phiruiaund, and rested their hopes of such favour on 
the King of England having, at their entreaty, agreed (as soon 
as the n ars in Europe had ceased) to send a naval force to 
extirpate those pirates, who had occasioned such frequent 
misunderstanding between the Mogul Government and the 
Company’s servants. 

In a separate letter, the Court, informed Sir John 
Gayer, that the King’s fleet, consisting of the Anglesea and 
Harwich, of forty-eight guns each, the Hastings, of thirty- 
two, and the Lizard, of twenty-four guns, had sailed from 
Portsmouth, in January 1698-99, under the orders of Corn- 
modoie Warren, who had received his instructions, in connexion 
with the Directors of the English Company, who, alone, 
liad been consulted, and had agreed to furnish the fleet with 
provisions and ueccssai ies. 


After 
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After informing the Government of Bombay, and the Presi- chap nr 
dency of Surat, that the homeward-bound fleet, consisting of one 1698-9J). 

T, Equip'iieiiN, 

ship from Bencoolcn, two from Fort St. George, two from Bom- stock, ami 

1 1 , • commercial 

bay, and one from Bengal, had arrived safe, the Court gave insttuctioui 

. 01 the Loii- 

notice, that the Northumberland, with a stock estimated at one don Com- 

pipy, lor tljn 

hundred and thirty thousand dollars, was destined for Bombay kea^on 
and Surat; besides which, three more ships (having forty soldiers 
for the garrison) would proceed, in the spring, with a stock of 
j£200,000, and that the ships of the season, for the diflerent ports 
in India, would, together, amount to thirteen sail, carrying five 
thousand tons, and with stock estimated at ^£525,000;—that, in 
return, they expected, under their general ordcis, the largest pos¬ 
sible investment, and particularly the greatest quantity of white 
pepper that could be procured on the Malabar Coast;—that the 
expectation of receiving this part of the investment was founded 
on the intelligence which had ailived, that the Dutch had 
relinquished their Factory at Cananore, and the other stations 
in its vicinity, an event which was not improbable, it being in¬ 
explicable, why this people .should have retained stations in that 
country, for the last twenty yeans, when it was known, that 
they could obtain an indefinite quantity of pepper, at Bantam 
and at Janiboo, at half the price at which they could pm chase 
it, at those Settlements, which they had letaincd for no olliei 
reason, hut to exclude the English from the pepper trade. 

Rcfcning to the internal ciicumstanees of Surat .md r e-.U nt 

Amicili-v 

Bombay, the Court intimated, that they had dismissed Mi 

uul Ml C'o'i 

Anneslcy, the President of Suiat, fiom their semee, and dppoinicd 

*' Prosidtiit c 1 

VOL. nr. a M had Sunt 
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CHAP HI liad iijjjjointfd Mr. Colt to succeed him, by a commission, 
16.98-.W under the (Jompany’s Common Seal, dated the 13th May 1698, 
and assigned, as their reason, Mr. Annesley’s breach of trust, 
and his delusive contracts with the Native brokers:—As an 
encouragement to their servants in India, the Court, at this 
time, permitted them to trade in jewels. 

It was, in general, ordered, that the dependencies on Bom¬ 
bay should be continued ; and the project of forming a Factory 
at Gounan, in the Mahratta country, was approved of, provided 
the safety of the goods could be insured, on payment of customs, 
at the rate of two, or even two and a half per cent. (') 

The nftempi On reviewing the information which the Court received, this 
new Phil- season, of the Phirmaund and Rogoms obtained from the King 
PersM tit be of Persia, it appears, that they approved of the conduct of the 
i)<)»iponc Ispahan and Gombroon, and authorized them to 

remunerate Doud, the broker, for his services, by a present of 
a gold medal and chain; but considered, that instead of again 
applying to the Persian Court, so immediately, for the payment 
of customs, they should limit their application to have the 
Company’s right to them recognized, and to offer the Shah- 
bunder a per-centage, on such proportion of them as he might 

pay. 

(I)—Letters from the Coart to the General and Council at Bombay, 13th and 28th 
May, 8th and 19th July, 26(h August 1(^3, lyth March l698>g9, anddtb April 1699,—_ 
I.etter from the Court to the President and Council of Surat, lyth March I6g8.—— Cotn« 
mission appointing Mr. Colt to be President of Surat, 17th March 1698-99 —— Letter 
from Sir John Fleet, Governor of the London Company, to the Governor of Surat, 25th 
March 1699. 
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pay In addition, also, to the former orders for purchasing 

silk, Caramania wool, &c., the Agents were to send home fifteen 1698 -99* 

thousand pieces of Ispahan chintzes. 

The instructions to Fort St. George, after recapitulating insf/uchom 
the events in England, which had raised the English Company to George^lore- 
a rivulship with the London Company, explained, that the forti- 
fied stations had become not only of importance as a defence 
against the Country Powers, but for the exclusion of their 
rivals ; it was, therefore, ordered, that the revenues which were 
applicable to the forts and garrisons, should be increased, and 
regularly levied, and the general receiver of them made respon¬ 
sible, both for the amount, and for his subordinate officers, in 
the discharge of their duty:—this regulation was to extend to 
all Settlements on the Coast, especially to Vizagapatani, at 
which, in the payment of revenue, no distinction was to be 
made between the English and the Native inhabitants, it being 
necessary to render the resources equal to the chaigcs, and to 
exclude the New Company’s ships, and their Agents, from ports 
belonging to the Old ,—the President was, therefore, (notwith¬ 
standing former orders) to repossess all the old Factories and 
Settlements, but to limit the cxpences of Madapollam, Masnh- 
patam, and Pettipolec, to the annual amount of six hundred 
pagodas each. 

The commercial orders in general were to sell the Eurojie 
goods as quickly as possible, and to apply the proceeds to a large n> 

2 M 2 in^cstlnent, George* 

(1)_Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council at Ispah.ni, 15th April jml 8th 

July iGyB, and I7lh March IO98-99 
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c ilA r lit investment, the Company looking more to the profits of the sales 
1G98-9J). jii Europe, than of their sales in India:—c:£150,000, in Spanish 
dollars, had been sent on the ships of the season, to be coined 
Into rupees, and remitted to Bengal, to facilitate the purchases 
at that Agency/’) 

n i !ni nirnin Aftci notifying to the Agency in Bengal the establishment 

|. iidintof of tlie English Company, this station was again made inde- 

( .nul pendent of the Foit;—the Agent, however, was limited in his 

It ‘inutiuiis nowcis, and was not to remove or displace any of the Members of 
lo the Agent, * 

Council, uhosc situations were to be fixed, unless an order to 
the contrary should come from England, signed by the Govei - 
nor. Deputy, and thiiicen Committees :—he was, farther, under 
the existing circumstanees, to postpone the establishment of a 
Coint of Judicature at Chutanuttee, but to send all persons, 
wh(> might prove unfaithful to the Company, to Fort St. George, 
to take their trial at that Presidency:—the fortifications tit 
Chutanuttee were to be strengthened by degrees, and made 
regular; but care taken not to give oflTence to the Mogul 
Government.—all business, however, was to be transacted at 
this place, it being now the property of the Company :—the 
Out-fact(jrics were to be reduced, the charges ha\nng exceeded 
the share they had taken in pioviding investments. On the 
shipping consigned to Bengal, stock was sent, estimated at 
^^200,000, with which the largest possible investment was to be 
made of raw-silk, tafTatics, and shell-lack, with a small quantity 

of 

(1)—Tellers from the Court to the Agent and Council at Foil St. George, 26th August, 
.tdlh October, 15tli and 30tb December iGyS, and 0th January lOgS-pg. 
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of saltpetre, that article, on account of the peace, being scarce- chap hi 
ly vendible in Europe.<‘> 16.98-90< 

The Island of St. Helena, though a Company’s esta- Rtgui.uiom 

10 be observ- 

blishmcnt, is but contingently mentioned in their records, it edatst, iic- 

. Iciia. 

being held to be merely a station at which ships touched for 
refreshment, and noticed only, when either the constitution, or 
the administration of it, required altciation. 

At the close of this season, we find, agreeably to the 
constitution of its government, since its acquisition by the 
Company, that the Governor of Si Helena, was, also. 

Captain of the company of soldiers which formed its 
garrison, and Captain Stephen Poirier, who was-, this )car, 
appointed Goveinor, was diiectcd (prob.ibly from the sedi¬ 
tion Avhich had occuned in 1693-94) to take eare, that no 
inhabitant of the Island should be allowed to wear a swoid, 
under a penalty, with the exception of military officeis, and 
soldiers, wheu on duty,—that, to preserve the Island, it was 
to be held as a station for shipping, only, but not for trade j all 
Company’s olficeis, stationed at St. Helena, were, therefore, ])ro- 
hibited fioin buying any E.ist-India goods, except on the Com¬ 
pany’s account; and rates weic settled, at which fiesh beef 
was to be fmiiished to the shipping, the Company’s ships to 
pay twenty shillings, and all other vesse ls, tw'cuty-eiglit shillings 
per hundred weight;—the distillation of airack having exhausted 
the fire-wood on the Island, .spiiits of this kind w ete, in lutuic, 

to 

(1)—Letters from the Court to the PrcsiJc.it and Ccuntil at Bengal, 20tli Augi’st .mj 
2Bth October luys. 
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C HAP 111 , to pay a duty, at the rate of four-pence per gallon, for the wood 
1698-9.9. consumed in this manufacture.(*> 


riie coiuuls- 
(‘cl sljtcof the 
Mogul Oo- 
\ eminent 
render!, the 
.ipplirntion 
lor Phir- 
iiiaundb a less 
i(U|)orlaiitub- 
lott. 


The events whieh occurred in the Company's foreign Settle¬ 
ments, during this season (1698-99), exhibit, at Bombay and 
at Surat, the same uncertainty, as in the last year, respecting 
the Phirniaund which they had been soliciting from the 
Mogul, and the nearer approach of civil wars in the Empire, 


rendered Phirmaunds an object of less consequence, because, if 


obtained, coinplianec with them had become dependent on the will 


of the diffeient Go\cniors, who, from the state of public aihiirs, 
were becoming partizuns of such of the Emperor’s sons as over¬ 
awed the Provinces, in which their governments were situated ; 


—the expcnces, thus, of the Company, were doubled, by the 


charges attending the application for the Phirmaund, and by the 


bribes which they were constantly compelled to pay to the 
Native Governors, to ward off the evils to which every depreda¬ 


tion of the pirates exposed the property of the Company, and the 
lives of their serviuits .—^lienee the events at Surat, and on the 


West coast of India, in this season, consisted of the distresses 
of the Settlements and Factories, occasioned by the pirates, 
oifendiiig, eipially, the Mogul and the Governor of Surjit, and 

bringing 


(1 )—Letter from the Coart of the London Company to the Governor and Council of 
the hland of St. Helena. 15th December K^S. 
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bringing the vengeance of the one, and the extortions of the 
other, on the Company, who were considered to be responsible 1698-1)9. 
for depredations, which they had neither the power to prevent, 
nor the means to remedy. 

To give a view of the extent of those dangers, it is neces¬ 
sary, only, to enumerate the atrocious acts of piracy, loiiimitted 
in this season, and the effects of them on the Company’s 
trade at Bombay, Surat, and their dependencies, connecting, 
with those acts, the conduct of the Dutch and French, proceed¬ 
ing from selfish and insidious motives. 

Early in the season, the Company’s ship, DorrcII, consigned CaptamKidii 

forms the pi- 

to China, after meeting with a pirate, (the Mocha Frigate,) rjte» mto 

squadrons, 

which she engaged off Malacca, had been obliged by her crew and blockades 
to put into Achcen, the force of the ship not being equal to a Penm- 
sccond engagement with the pirate. The following is stated to 
be the strength of the pirates in those seas, in the month of 
April 1698; the Adventure Galley, commanded by Kidd, 
mounting thirty guns, with two hundred men, and rowing thiity 
oars, and the Mocha Frigate, of equal force. Kidd’s success, 
in taking the ship Quedah Merchant, bound from Bengal to 
Surat, with a cargo estimated at four lacks of rupees, we shall 
immediately find, not only occasioned new troubles to the Presi¬ 
dency of Surat, but enabled him, and the other pirates, to foim 
squadrons, which blockaded the trade on the West and East 
coasts of India:—Kidd manned his prize with Europeans, and 
kept cruising between Cape Comorin and Quiloan, wlnle the 
Mocha Frigate, with her consort, cruised between Acheen and 

the 
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the Straits of Malacca. As the season advanced, the number of 
1698-9,9. these depredators cncrcased, for they had three ships on the 
Malabar Coast, oiie mounting fifty-six, one forty, and a third, 
thirty guns, and, at the close of the season, consisted of 
five sail,—a force nliich began to alarm Sir John Gayer, 
for the safety of the Company’s ships, and compelled him to 
repoi t to the Coui't, that till some efiectual means could be de- 
> iscd for destroying them, trade, of every description, must be 
at a stand. 

Lookin{», therefore, at this external force, which en¬ 
dangered the navigation of the Company’s ships, and at the 
blame which was attached to the Piesidcncy of Surat, and to 
the English iii genciul, of being the authors of the piracies, 
or of not hiiving taken measures for preventing them, we 
aie prepared to expect the violence and unieasonablc de¬ 
mands of the Mogul, and the Governor of Surat, for repa¬ 
ration. 

^ he The expedient of offering convoys to the Mogul ships going 

bullion to Mocha was aaain icsorted to, but the Governor of Surat 
.Siiiat, till 

ronijjcnsiuon rcfuscd to pay the freight of the .ships;—the Dutch had cm- 
tiom the 1 ) 1 - ployed two vessels, each of forty guns, on this service, and 
bu paid the English proposed the same number, but one, only, was ac¬ 
cepted :—notwithstanding these services, the Governor of Surat, 
when information reached him of the capture of the Queduh 
Merchant, threatened, a second time, to lay an embargo on all 
trade at the Poit; nor was this threat long suspended, fi)r 
nn order came from the Mogul, on the 1st January 1698-99, 

directing 
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iTifcttjng tlje Governor to require the three European Nations 
to be responsible for the piracies, and, on the folloiving day, 
guards Avcre placed on the English, French, and Dutch Fac¬ 
tories, and the inhabitants of Surat prohibited from any 
communication with them: the consequences of this order 
were, that all their Mahomedan servants left them, and the 
creditors of the three Factories were required to give in 
an account to the Governor, of all debts owing to them, by 
Europeans. 

The Dutch and French endeavoured to evade these orders, 
by throwing the whole odium on the English, as the pirates 
were of that nation ; an accusation, how’ever, which the Go¬ 
vernor rejected, and required an obligation from the three 
nations, to pay fourteen lacks of rupees, as a compensation 
for the damages sustained, including the Joss of the Quedah 
Merchant. 

The Dutch, at fiist, refused to pay any part of tins de¬ 
mand, and desired permission to lea\e the town in eight 
days, to which the Governor agreed; but recpiircd, that not 
only they, but the French and English, should clear oft' all 
their debts, by their respective brokers, before they left Surat: 

—^in this situation, the Dutch and French were ordered to give 
security for all damages from the piratc.s, and the English, as 
the payment foi the convoy to Mocha had been refused by the 
Governor, expected the like treatment. 

Sir John Gayer, on receiving intelligence of the perilous SirJdm 

• !• 1 . -rs. Gjytr ciim- 

circumstances ot the Lompany s Factory and servants at Surat, pcii d (wjik 
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chap hi sulled from Bombay, with the Company’s ships, Mary and 

16.98-99. Thomas, Josia Ketch, and Benjamin Yacht, and arrived off 

mid Dutch) to ^ , 

nueSccuiity Swallv, Oil the 11th JanuaiT 1698-99. On the rollowins: day, 

UrimN to this ‘ ^ ^ ^ o 

'•/i-M.i he gave instructions to the President, to inform the Governor 
that he was resolved neither to pay the English proportion of 
the him teen lacks of rupees, nor would give security against 
ihc pirates, but, at the same time, intimated, that he was 
1 caHy to furnish a suflicient convoy to the Mogul ships, intended 
i‘or Mocha, and that the King of England had sent out a fleet 
of men of war, to extirpate the pirates from the Indian Seas. 
This refusal, and the presence of the fleet, induced the Governor 
of Surat to ofler to overlook wliat was passed, if the English 
w'ould give security to make good all future robberies by the 
pirates •—Sir John Gayer, in reply, proposed to send two of the 
(Company’s ships down the Malabar Coast, on this service, pro¬ 
vided permission should be given to the Factory, to send the 
indigo on board the ships. A temporizing negotiation, it was soon 
iliseovcred, could not produce any abatement in the rigour of 
the Mogul’s order; the English Presidency, therefore, together 
with the French and Dutch, were, at last, compelled to sign an 
Obligation, or Security Bond, for paymeirt of the losses sustained 
by any depredations which the pirates might, in future, commit; 
and it was fortunate that this demand, however hard, was 
complied with, for, when information of it reached the 
Mogul, he reversed an order, which he had just issued, for 
putting a final embargo on the trade of all the Europeans, in his 
dominions. ' 


It 
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It now became expedient to assign distinct stations to the c h ap n i. 
squadrons of the European ships, which were to cruise against the 1698 - 99. 
pirates in the Indian Seas; but this measure could not be acted signed to the 
on, till large presents were made to the Governor of Surat;— Dllfcll^anfl 
The protection of the Red Sea was assigned to the Dutch, who drons, to 

clear the seas 

were to pay seventy thousand rupees to the Governor ; and three of ibcpiraie'^. 
Duleh ships were, accordingly, sent to convoy the Mocha fleet: 

—to the Frencli, was given the station of tlie Persian Gulf, and, 
in like manner, they were to pay, from twenty-five to thirty 
thousand rupees ;—to the English were entrusted what n cie 
termed the Southern Indian Seas, with a collateral security, by 
their brokers, for the performance of this service, and the payment 
of thirty thousand rupees. As if these hard circumstances h.ad not 
been suflicient, the General was distressed, by the refusal of the 
captains of the Company's ships to act as convoys, on tlie pretext 
that they had not a commission, empowering them to attack the 
pirates ; he was, therefore, obliged to hire, equip, aiul man country 
vessels for this duty. 

In this situation, the events aflcctJng the Company’s CntK^Kinn- 

tioaof liom. 

aflfairs at Bombay and Surat were, neccs,saijly, few. Piesi- b.iy. and iin 

F.ictoiiis on 

dent Annesley had been dismissed, under the Court’s orders, the MaiaUar 
and Mr. Colt appointed President of Surat. At Bombay, “me 
though the castle could be defended against any attack, the 
garrison was not equal to protect the Island against the 
Mogul’s troops, and the charges of maintaining a force for 
this service, exceeded what the Island was worth. The 
dependencies on Bombay were rather in a better situation, as 
2 N 2 the 
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C HAP, nf . fortification.s at Anjengo had appeared of such consequence 
16yb-99. ty (]j(. Dutch, that they had withdrawn their forces and Fac¬ 
tories from Quiloan, Cochin, and Canunorc:—it was lioped, 
that this change would facilitate the acquisition of Malabar 
pcjipcr, and other goods furnished on that Coast for the in¬ 
vestment. The French, at this crisis, assisted Mr. Lucas, of the 
Mary Interloper, at Surat, to dispose of his cargo, to purcliasc an 
investment, and to procure a freight for Persia, and the Dutch, 
from being jealous of the French, refused to re-dcliver Pollicherry, 
on the pretext th.it they had not, as yet, received orders from 
the Governor General of Batavia.^') 

ThePerMin Tlic acquisition of the “Ahtnaiiia,” or Phiruiaund, and 

Pliirnuuind* 

iiubie iiic the “ Bogoms” attached to it, in the preceding season, pre- 
rtcDviM ihe pares us to look for the cflc'cts of both, on the Company's 
customs, .inti rights .uid tiadc, in Persia. The privileges of trade appear 
ciiiamityof chiefly to have been obsti acted by the Dutch, with whom the 
Agent uas afraid of ciiteiing into any open dispute, till such 
lime as the arrears of customs should be paid up; for he 
foresaw, that both the Court, and the Shahbunder, would 
leadily lay hold of any circumstance to postpone the payment: 
—in this caution he was justified by the event, for, in January 

1698-99, 


(l)^retters from the General and Council at Bombay to the Court, 10th and 20(h 
April, 2'2d and 2blh RIij, 15th November lOgS, .and 23d March lOgS-qQ.——• Lettcis 
troni (lie PrcsideiU and Council at Surat to theCouit, bth M.-!/ lOgs, J2thJinu.iry and 
mil Much lOgagg— — Coircspondcnte b(t\^een Sir John Ga>er and the President of 

Surat, 2d, 4ih, 5tli, Gili, gth, Htb, 12lb, I3tli .ind 14ih January l6()B-gg.-Copy 

of the Mogul’s order for stopping trade at the i>ort of Surat, December iOgS-gg. 
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1698-99, after surmoauting many difficulties, (tliatis, submitting 
to the payment of many bribes,) be obtained an older from the 1698-99. 
King to the Shahbundcr, for the regular payment of the Com¬ 
pany's share of customs at Gombroon, and also the year's 
customs up to March 1698-99, and entertained the hope of 
receiving the arrears, in silk or money:—the arrears, in ptirt, 
were paid, by a considerable quantity of fine silk, and an 
application was made for the payment of the remainder, in 
money ; as soon, however, as the Dutch heard of the payment in 
silk, they made an application to the King, asserting that such 
payment was contrary to the contract witli their nation, by which 
the whole of the silk to be exported by sea, had been assigned to 
them the efibet of this application is not specified, at the close 
of the Persian correspondence of this season. 

The coulidence which the Company bad reposed in the 
Armenians, was, this year, again found to have been misplaced ; 
for though an agreement had been made with the shop-keepers 
of that nation, for the sale of all the broad-cloth imported this 
season, yet when secuiity for the payment w'as demanded, the 
contract was broken off, and tlic Agents left to find such markets 
as they could, for the sale of an article, which the Company 
were under an obligation to cxpoit.t‘) 

The affairs of the Coninany at Fout St. Gkohcf., and on the 

^ ’ ot ihe inicl- 

Coromamjj.lCoast, this season, did not expeiicnce any iinjirovc- 
ment, because the wars between the Mogul and the Main attas, 

still 


(1)—Letters from the Agent* and Councils at .Gombroon and Ispilun to the Couit 
20th, 21st and U8th December lOgS, I3lh and 15lb January, 5tli and /ih JVJarch J ogS-gg, 
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CHAP III, still continucfl to desolate the country, and because this Presi- 
1698 - 99. deucy, on receiving intelligence of the establishment of a new 
tiie"prpsuicn- East-India Company in England, hesitated in forming the in- 

cy of Port , , , • 1 1 

St. Gtor^re, vcstmcnt. This event produced in them, the same sensations as 
it had done on the Court, for, on consultation, they were satisfied, 
that the existence of two English Companies would produce the 
greatest eonru.sioti, and should the Act not be repealed, or an 
Union of the two Companies not take place, the trade would pro- 
haldy be lost to the English nation; but they assured the Court, 
that they would employ their best endeavours for the Company’s 
interest, and dispatched the Martha, a full ship, for Europe, 
with a cargo estimated at 118,700 pagodas, having on board a 
parcel of diamonds worth thirty thousand pagodas, and were in 
expectation of being able to provide three thousand bales of 
Coast goods, for the ships of the ensuing season.!*) 

The only alteration in the state of the Company’s affairs in 

granleil by i </ 

I'lr ihctown this sea.son, appears to have been, that the Agent had 

of ciiiita- received a Nishan from the Piince, for a settlement of the 
i.ultoe nnd ' 

* Company’s rights at Ciiutanuttee, on the basis of which they 
had rented the three adjoining towns, and were in expectation 
that the revenue, from Chutanuttee itself, and from those farms, 
would defray the charges of the small garrison icquired for tlie 
protection of the Factory. This intelligence is collected fioin 
a communication made by the Agent in Bengal, to Sir John 
Gayer, at Bombay ; but it was not accompanied with a notice of 

the 

(I)—Letter from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Court, 22d 
FiLrcary 1698-99. 
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the amount of the shipping, or of the investment, and it is not 
improbable that this defect was owing to the Agent, Mr. Eyre, 1698-99. 
having sailed for England, and the report being left to his 
personal communications with the Court. Mr. Eyre was suc¬ 
ceeded by Mr. Beard, who had incfiectually tried to exclude the 
Gloster Interloper, from the Bengal tmde, but this ship sailed 
for England, on the 27th January 1698-99, although a large sunj 
had been offered for the goods with which she was laden.<'> 

In closing the account of the events of this memorable year, 
it is only necessary to remark, that no intelligence, direct or 
indirect, had been received from the Settlement at Bencoolen, 
or the Factories on the Coast of Sumatra. 


ENGLISH COMPANY. 

Having detailed the events which marked the progress of RecaiJimiv 
the Act of Parliament, empowering the Crown to establish the Ait.ron^niu- 

ling till? h 115- 

General Society for trade to the East-indies^ as well as those hisi-i i- 

... Coinpj- 

which produced the Letters Patent, constituting The English ny, 
East-Tndia Company; and having marked the effects uhich 
these events had, not only on the proceedings of the Courts, of 

Committees 

(l)—Letter from the Agent at Bengal ta Sir John Gayer at Bombay, 22d Februaiy 
1698 99. 
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CHAP nr CoiiitniHocs and Propiictors of Tlie J^ondon Company^ but on 
16j)8-yj). the hivluR'tions which they framed for their foreign Settle¬ 
ments, to presort e their rights and trade, and to strcngtlien 
(if possible) their lelations with the Country Powers, we have 
now to folloAV the pmeoedings of The English Company, on 
coimncneing their business. 

The Eiigllsli East-India Company conimeneed their progress 
by a])pointing Agents to proceed to the East-Indies, to establish 
stations or Factories, and to lay the foundation of a new and 
bioader system of commerce, between England and the coun¬ 
tries within their limits, which were precisely the same with those 
assigned to the Old, or London East-India Company. 

ihrir Court The first rcniaikablc circumstance in the home proceedings 
i)t Diii'ctorg 

• opythecon- of tlic English Company, (established with the avowed object of 

mtuiion of o J / V J 

^ *’cw s}'stcm for Indian affairs,) was, that, in the 
Company formation of their Couit of Directors, they fixed on the same 
number of peisons, Avith the same qualifications, as those which 
constituted the Court of Committees of the London Company : 
—the next circumstance which, on perusal of their Charter, 
must appear singular, was, that some of their Directors were 
old servants of the London Company, who had been dismissed 
and disgraced, but who were now to employ their local know¬ 
ledge, and the fortunes which they had accumulated in the 
service of the London Company, to support a rival Association, 
the object of which Avas to overset their former masters, and to 
substitute themselves in their place;—a third remarkable circum¬ 
stance was, the choice they made of the Agents and Councils, 

Avho 
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^ho were to admUiister their affairs, at such stations in India 09 
they inight^be able to settle, to manage the sales of exports, and 16D8-99. 
to provide investments ;—these Agents received general instruc¬ 
tions, to collect information respecting the political situation, 

^nd oomptercial measures of the Ltondon Company. 

Sir William Norris was appointed, by the King’s commission, Sir Wiiiiiiin 

Norrn ap- 

Ambassador of the English nation to the Court of the Mogul, po'nted Am- 

‘ O’ bassador to 

that by this means the error of the London Company might be the Mogiii, 
avoided, which fexcept in the instance of Sir Thomas Roe, in 

^ * linglisUCoin. 

tlie reign of King James I.) had only sent commercial Agents, 
as Envoys, to the Courts of the Indian Sovereigns. The object c*^,^uu for 
of this mission was to solicit Pbirmaunds, or privileges, for the 
English nation, and to render the English Company its re¬ 
presentative in the East-Indies. 

Among the presents intended by tlie English Company for 
the Mogul, they wished to include a small train of brass artillery, 
and, requested, by petition to the King, that they might be fur¬ 
nished by the Board of Ordnance with tliis article;—the petition 
was referred to the Board, which reported, “ that they did not 
** know how far it might be justi^able tQ furnish foreigners with 
“ a train of artillery, wliich possibly, at one time or another, 

“ may be made use of against His Majesty’s subjects.” 

The Presidents of the English Company, appointed for 
the prelected stations in India, were vested with the character 
von. III. 2 0 of 

(l)~-Petition of the English Companj to the Ring, for a train of brass ordnance, to 
present to the Mogul, and Beport of the Board of Ordnance on this Petition, Uth Decem¬ 
ber iSgS. (Ean-India Papers in the State Paper Office, part, ii. No. 26, 2?) 
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CHAP III of King’s Consuls for the English nation, that they might assume 
a nioio public rank than the Presidents of the London Company: 
could possess. 

Having adopted this general plan, it is material to follow the 
Court of Directors, in their selection of the persons who were to 
administer their affairs, at the stations at which they intended to 
fix seats of trade, which were precisely the same with those of the 
London Company, or in Bengal, on the Coast of Coromandel, 
and at Surat. 

The general instructions framed for the conduct of the 
Presidents and Councils of the English Company, were, to esta¬ 
blish seats of trade, to commence the sales of exports, and 
to collect investments:—^the substance of these instructions, 
addressed to the President and Council, intended for Bengal, 
will serve as a specimen of those given for the Coromandel 
Coast, and for those which were more immediately to interfere 
with the London Company’s chief seat of trade at Surat. 

Sir Edward TIic general instructions given to Sir Edward Littleton, 

Litileton ap¬ 
pointed Con> appointed President and Consul of the English Company’s 

iul and Presi- ^ * 

dent in Ben- affairs in the Bay of Bengal, were, that besides his cha- 

g.ii, 

racter 

(l)~The auspioion inieparable from a Court, formed a» the Court of Directors of the 
fngliih Company were, of the perioni whom they were to entrust with their foreign interests 
(a suspicion, strengthened by their employing so many persons who had been dismissed the 
London Company’s service)manifested itself in this appointment, before Sir Edward Littleton 
left England. From his postponing bis sailing from the Downs, when the wind was fair, the 
Court, on the 2d February 1698-99, dismissed him from their service, and appointed Mr. 
Richard Trenchfield to be President in Bengal, on the presumption that, if Sir Edward 
LiiUeton was negligent before he left England, he would not be less to, on bis arrival in 

India, 
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ractcr of President, he was also to assume that of King’s c hap n r 
Consul, for the English nation, in that part of India, and to open 1698-90, 
a confidential intercourse with Sir William Norris, employed 
(the Company paying the expences) as the King’s Ambassador to 
the Mogul, at a salary of ^2000 per annum:—^the separate in¬ 
structions to the Ambassador were also general, or that he was to 
open a negotiation, between the King and the Mogul, for obtain¬ 
ing protection and privileges for the English Company, and 
to be guided, in his applications for Phirmaunds and privi¬ 
leges, by such information as he might receive from Sir Edward 
Littleton and his Council. This Council consisted of Mr. 

Richard Trenchfield, Mr. Hedges, and Mr. George Guy, with 
powers to the President to make such additions to this number, 
as he might consider to be necessary. 

To promote the great object of the embassy, Sir Edward 
Littleton and his Council were to investigate the nature and 
extent of the privileges which the London Company had, hither¬ 
to, possessed in Bengal, to make translations of all Pliirmaunds 
which they enjoyed, and to transmit them to Sir William Norris, 
with any observations which might occur to them, in Council, 
on the subject of such farther privileges as it would be 
expedient to solicit:—^He was, also, to make a particu¬ 
lar report on the rights and trade of the Liondon Company, 

2 0 2 and 

India, but, scarcely had this dismission been intimated, when, on the 7lh Pebruary 
1698-99. “t ‘be intercession of his friends, it was revoked, and bis original appointment 
confirmed. (Letters from the Court of the Enghsh Company to Sir Edward Littleton, 2d 
and 7th February 1698-99). 
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C HAP. HI anti to transmit one copy to the Ambassador, and another to the 

1608 9!). Comt of Directors; but he was to take care (as the London 
Company weie to cease and determine in three years) to avoid, 
in every instance, entangling himself, cither with their engage¬ 
ments or debts, recollecting that this termination of the London 
Company was, in a measure, fixed, for they had applied to 
Parliaiucnt to be exempted from the five per cent, duty, but 
the bill for this purpose had been thrown out. 

Hulk, sai.i Having thus given general instructions to Sir Edward 

nts, .ind pri- ° o p> 

Mligc-. ol the Littleton, and his Council, the Court settled the rank and 

seivdnts of 

thehngiidi salaries of their servants, who were to act under him; 

Oompany. ’ 

Mei chants were to have 5C6O, salary. Factors ^40, and 
Writers ^£20 per annum:—^the promotion to these ranks was 
to proceed by seniority; and Writers of five years stand¬ 
ing to bccdine Factors, and Factors, after five years service, to 
become Merchants ;■—^the salaries were to he paid at the rate of 
two shillings and six-pence per rupee. These servants, though they 
had liberty to carry on private trade, from port to port, at such 
stations as might be acquired by the Company, were prohibited 
from renting farms, on their own account, and from intermarrying 
with the Natives :—^they were, however, to have permission to 
send diamonds to England, upon payment of five per cent, ad 
valorem^ to the Company, and a duty of five per cent, to the 
King. 

The commercial instructions ordered, that the President 
and Council were to endeavour to establish Factories at Hughly, 
CobSiMfiuzAB, Ballasobe, Dacca, and Malda, and to 

make 
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make the investment as large as possible, in raw-silk, m 

pepper, long pepper, and drugs; and in China and Japan 1898-95). 
goods. 

The first equipments of the English Company, consisted of Their firot 
three ships; the London, with a stock estimated at ^"85,000, and stock 

* for Coast and 

and the De Grave, with ^50,000, both for Coast and Bay, s-*/- 
and the Antelope, with .^63,000, fcM- Bengal direct. 

The instructions of the Court to Mr. John Pitt (the ^r John 

^ Pitt appoint- 

Interloper, so frequently mentioned in the Annals of the London gnjconw"' 
Company)* who was appointed President of all the English 
Company’s Settlements on the Coast of Coromandel, and the *“* 

* •' ’ lustructiona. 

King’s Consul for the English nation, in that part of India, 
were, in their spirit and letter, nearly the same with those 
which have been specified for Bengal —Ins Council were, Mr. 

John Graham, Mr. Valentine Knightley, Mr. William Tdlard, 
and Mr. Michael Watts:—^the limits of this Presidency were 
described to extend from Cape Comorin to Point Palmiras, and 
the residence of the President and Council was to be at Mada- 
pollam:—a Factory also was to be established at Porto Novo, of 
which Mr. Charles Fleetwood (who had been dismissed by the 
London Company, for embezzling their property, when Agent at 
Bencoolen) was appointed Chief; but what marks, more strong¬ 
ly, if possible, than even this choice, the determination of the 

English 

(])—Commi«ion and Instructions from the Court of Directors of the English Com¬ 
pany to Sir Edward latllelon, President, and the Council in Bengal, 12th January 1698-99. 

—— Letters from the Court to the President and Council in Bengal, l6ih January, 2Stb 
February 1698-99, and4tb April l&jg. 
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CHAP III English Company to take into their service such of the 
'1698-9.9. London Company’s servants as had been dismissed for breach 
of duty, was a particular instruction to Consul Pitt, to endea¬ 
vour to procure from Mr. Elihu Yale, late President of Fort 
St. George, copies of all Phirmaunds, or Nish&ns, granted to 
the London Company, on the Coast of Coromandel, and to 
transmit them to Sir William Norris, as the ground of his 
application to the Mogul, for new Phirmaunds, or privileges, 
to the English Company. <*> 

to be folded Dutch occupied Java, and the London Company had 

of Borneo Bencoolcn, and engrossed the trade in pepper at Sumatra, and 
as the Coromandel Coast had, hitherto, been considered to be the 
station at which goods, proper for the markets in the China Seas, 
could be obtained, the ship Julia, Captain Cotesworth, having on 
board Mr. Henry Watson as Chief, and Mr. Tooley, Mr. Rodgett, 
Mr. Joyner, and Mr. Mosely, as Council, was to proceed from 
England, and attempt a Settlement on the Island of Borneo. 
The object was to obtain pepper, and such produce as, in the 
first instance, would be suited to the Coromandel Coast trade ; 
—^if the pepper could not be procured, they were to attempt an 
exchange of silver, for gold, drugs, and wax:—^letters were 
addressed to the Kings of Banjar-Massin, and Succadania, 
praying their protection for a Factory and trade:—^the ship Julia 

was 


(1)—Commiision and Instructions from the Court of the English Company to Presi¬ 
dent Pitt and Council on tlie Coast of Coromandel, 23d February 1^.-Letters from 

the Court to the President and Council on the Coast of Coromandel, 6th January, 23d and 
28th February l698'99. 
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was to proceed to the Coast, to obtain goods proper for this new chap.iii. 
Settlement, and then to return to Borneo for pepper; but if the 1698-99. 
scheme should not answer, she was to take in goods at Acheen 
and Malacca, with which she was to go to Mocha, and 
procure a lading of co&e, &c., and return from tlience to 
Europe. 

The instructions of the Court to Sir Nicholas Waite, Sir Nichoiat 

Waite ap- 

appointed President at Subat fwho received the honour of pointed Pre. 

sident and 

knighthood on the occasion, but who had been the London Consul at 

® ^ Surat, and 

Company’s Agent at Bantam, and dismissed their service) were, 
in substance, nearly the same with those to the Presidents in 
Bengal, and on the Coast:—his Council was to consist of five; 
the first of whom, next the President, (or the Second in Council,) 
was to be either Mr. Stanley, Mr. Anncslcy, or Mr. Vaux, all 
of whom had been dismissed the London Company’s service, pro¬ 
vided they had got clear of their old connexion; the third was 
Mr. Benjamin Mewse, the fourth Mr. Bonnel (a noted Inter- 
lopei-), and the fifth Mr. Chidley Brooke:—under tltem were 
appointed three Merchants, three Factors, and eighteen Writers, 
with similar ranks and salaries as those specified for Bengal and the 
Coast; the President, however, was empowered to appoint an 
additional Factor, at each of the stations on the Malabar Coast, 
at^wliich he might fix Settlements. 

The 


(1)—Letter from the Court to the President and Council at the Coast of Corom uidel, 

4th April 1699.- Letter from the Court to the Kings of Banjar^Massm and Succadania, 

13th April 1699-Instructions from the Court to Mr. Henry Watson and Council, fc. 

forming a Settlement on the Island of Borneo, 1 ith April 1699. 
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C HAP nr . The English Company appear early to have been apprehen- 
1898-99. sive, that the expences of the embassy would be considerable. 

Sir Nicholas ^ , , . , . 

Waite autlio- for they authorized Sir Nicholas Waite to advance s^20,000 to 

nzcd to ad¬ 
vance the Ambassador, but expressed a hope, that the charges 
j£’ 20,000, to r r » o 

Sir William would not amount to a greater sum; for, with tliis fund, they 

Norria. 

trusted, he would be able to procure extensive privileges, and 

that his negotiation would be speedily terminated. 

Eqiiipraenb The equipments destined for Su&at were, the Montague, 

consigned ,to with -a stock estimated at ^40,000 in silver, and in 

Surat. 

goods; and another ship, the name or invoice of which is 
•not specified. 

Such, under their Charter and privileges, were the measures 
and the instructions to their Agents, with which the English 
Company proposed to open a direct trade, within the limits qf 
the London Company. 

(1)—Commisalon and Inctructiona from the Court of Directora of the Enghih Company 
to Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat, 4tb and Stb April tSpg. 
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1699-1700. 


LONDON COMPANY. 

In the last season, we had to review the legal, yet inelFec- 3 
tual applications, of what must, in future, be denominated The 
London Companyj who offered to advance ^£700,000, at four 
per cent., to the public, and pleaded to Parliament their exertions, 
for almost a century, under difficultly, at home and abroad, Companies, 
which had been surmounted by their Joint Stock and established 
credit;—we had, next, to unfold the events which obliged the 
London Company to submit, not only to the refusal of their 
oder, and inattention to their claims, but to have a rival Com¬ 
pany, because they proposed to advance two millions to the 
public, at eight per cent., established on those constitutional 
grounds, which they had, in vain, solicited;—we had, also, to 
contrast the administration of the English Company, with that 
of the London Company, and to sec them employing, in many 
instances, as their principal Agents, the dismissed servants of 
the London Company, to whose fidelity they trusted, though 
they had broken their covenants with their old masters; assigning, 
as a reason for this choice, that they possessed local knowledge, 
and felt revenge, which might stimulate them to exertion. 

2P 


VOL III. 


The 
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Tlie London Company, instead of being intimidated by the 
Fintnclii mid wliicli the English Company were vested, in- 

tonmieiciai ercased their equipments and stock, and resolutely determined. 

measures of i j ^ 

I on!iiTny°"fo thcmselvcs of the privileges which they still 

enjoyed, but to trade (after Michaelmas I 7 OI) on that portion 
of the English Company’s stock, for which they had subscribed, 
as a Corporation, and thus I’etain the rights and privileges 
which they had purchased and acquired:—^By this decided 
conduct, they hoped to convince the nation, that it would 
receive a more profitable trade through an Old established 
Company, than from a New Company, however plausible 
the speculation might appear. The English Company, after 
having made three advances in the payment of their Sub¬ 
scriptions, found their stock depressed in price, and the 
public opinion of their credit beginning to waver, and there¬ 
fore, made tlie first approaches to the London Company, for a 
Coalition, or Union of stock and ti’ade; an offer which the 
London Company prudently declined, that the depreciation of the 
stock of the English Company might become more public, 
and that an Union might arise out of the effects of an im¬ 
practicable speculation, rather than from fears of a disastrous 
issue in the struggle. 

TJic over- short space of two months, after Mr. Papillon had 

EtHish made those approaches, on behalf of the English Company, 
re- ^ Coalition, which the London Company rejected, fre- 
Lonquent meetings were held, between persons deputed by both 
Ccinpjny. Companies, for the purpose of concerting measures for an 

Union ;— 
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Union :—the first demands of ftotli paitics were so extravagant, t MiAP iii 
that the plan was relinquished. The English Company finding, 
after the advanee of ^50 per cent, on the tC2,000,000, and 
^£'20 per cent, for their equipments, or ^jCTO in the whole, that 
their stock would only sell for ^5^, became sensible, that their 
speculation was on the decline, and pioposed that the London 
Company should accept of as much stock, in addition to the 
,5^315,000 which they had subscribed for, as would make uj) 
their proportion to j£l,000,000:—^this proposal the Tjondon 
Company rejected, on the ground, that their Charter still pie- 
served to them their privileges, till September I7OI, and that* 
whatever might be the result, their share of ££’315,000 in the 
new stock would be sufficient, (independently of competition,) to 
enable them to export as much British produce, as could be sold 
in the Indian imirkets.tO This refusal produced new approaches, 
hy the English Company, to a Coalition .—as the London Com¬ 
pany had refused to lend any aid in supporting their credit, they 
determined to make a bold effort, and call on their subscribers 
for a payment of ^25 per cent., for trade, on their stock of 
^£1,663,000 (or what they possessed, exclusive of the stock pur¬ 
chased by the London Company, and remaining to individuals 
of the General Society) although they had not, as yet, actually 
sent abroad more than .5£200,000 .—the payments now amounted 
to s£95 per cent, but the stock had proportionably dcci eased in 
value in the market, below what it was, when their payments 
2 P 2 wcie 


(0—Letter from the Coviit to the General and Council at Bombny, 2th May i60(}. 
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Yvcre ^70 j)cr cent, only, that is ^95 per cent, sold (in July 
1 ey9- noo for ^74 only. 0> 

to"’*ihe!r^- While the struggle was in this situation, the Court re- 
ceived information of the alarm which their foreign Settlements 
bc?ng"intmi!- **^*^<1 taken, on hearing of the cstablishnicnt of the English 
e«Mbii!ifni*eiu Company j an alarm natural to men living at a distance, and 
hkii'compa? uot fully informed, either of the capacity of their superiors to 
support, or of their enemies to depress them ;—on this occasion, 
therefore, the Court recommended to them the same active 


and public conduct which they, themselves, had manifested, and 
that besides the amount which they had subscribed in the New 
Stock, they had, last year, sent stock, estimated at above 
. 5 ^ 000 , 000 , and would continue to send large funds annually, 
and, therefore, trusted, that their servants ought not to be dis¬ 
mayed by such events, which they described, ‘‘ as a blustering 
“ storm, which was so far from tearing them up, that it only a 
“ little shook the roots, and made them thereby take the better 
“ hold, and grow the firmer, and flourish the faster.” 


London This advice and resolution the Court followed up, as the 

Comjnny ob¬ 
tain an Act ol season advanced, for, on the 19th January 1699-1700, they 

Pnliament 

for comniu- presented a petition to the House of Commons, stating the 
Corporation, hardship of their ease, and praying to be continued a Corpora¬ 


tion 


(1) —I.elter from the Court to the General and Council at Bombay, 28th July l^g. 

- Minutes of the Court of the Loudon Company, and representation of the English 

Company to the King, on thtir proposils for an Union being rejected by the London Com¬ 
pany, Febimry and M.irch JOgy-l^oO. (East-InJn Papers in the State Paper Office, Part 
II No, 138, nr;, I-10.) 

(2) — Let ter from the Coin t (o tl e Agent and Council at Ispihan, 2d August 1 Gpg. 
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tioii; leave was given to Sir Thomas Cooke, the Governor, and chap hi. 
the other Committees, who were Members of Parliament, to les^-nuo. 
prepare and bring in a Bill for that purpose, which passed the 
House of Commons;—on the 23d February 1699-1700, it was 
read a third time, and passed the House of Lords ; and, agree¬ 
ably to the custom of the time, when a Bill of a private nature 
had passed both Houses, the parties prayed for permission to 
attend the King, (a [)ractice respectful to the Sovereign, and 
publicly marking his power, as a Third Estate in the realm) 
to request that His Majesty would be graciously pleased to give 
it his Royal Assent. 

Permission was, accordinfflv, given to the London Com- TheKingre- 

commentis 

pany, to attend His Majesty, and on the 8th of March 1699- 
1700 , the Governor and Committees, with about one hundred Companies. 
Proprietors, accompanied by the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, and ten of 
the Aldermen of London, obtained an audience of His Majesty at 
Kensington, at which the King was pleased to assure them of 
his favor and protection, and recommended an Union of the two 
Companies to their serious anisideratiun, as it was his opinion, 

“ that it would be most for the interest of the India trade.” 

On the 13th March, the London Company, after having 
called a General Couit of the Adventurers, to take into consi¬ 
deration the recommendation of His Majesty, of the expe¬ 
diency of an Union ^\jth the English Company, jirescnted a 
petition to the King, stating that they could have no scemity 
for their estates or debts, either in India or Euiopc, and knew 
not how to make or receive proposals, while they continued 

uncertain 



294 


ANNAI.S OF THE HONORABLE 


^ HAP. Ill , nncortaiii uhcthor they B'ere to be continued as a Corporation, 

]h9-..1700. 

In consequence of this explanation, it appears that the 
King was disposed to remove the difficulty; for, on the 11th 
April 1700 , the Act “ for continuing the Governor and Com- 
** pany of Merchants of London trading to the East-Indies, a 
Corporation, until the redemption of the two millions advanced 
“ by the English Company ” received the Royal Assent, 

The opinion of the Court, on the effect of this Act, conveyed 
to the President and Council of Fort St. George, was, “ that 
“ it secured their foundation, as they were established by 
“ an Act of Parliament, and that they would exert a new 
“ vigour, now they weie delivered from all their embarruss- 
nicnts, and could call their estate their own.” To place 
tlieir prosperity in contrast with that of the English Company, 
the Court informed their President at Fort St George, that 
their stock now sold at ^140 per cent.<®> 

Effect of the Notwithstanding the London Company were, by this Act, 
hibittngiiic continued a Corporation, their trade was affected by an Act 
oT*’”.iks"Tnd which had passed, in this season, intitlcd “ an Act for laying 
the i.ondoii “ further duties upon wrought silks, muslin, and some other 
initructioiii. “ commodities of the East-Indies,” which imposed an addi¬ 
tional 

(])—£a8t-lnclia Acts (printed 1786), page 39 

(2)—Letters from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St George, 20th and 

25th January, 23d February, and ]6(h March iGQg-l/OO.- Representation of the London 

£ast-India Company to His Majesty, relative to thcir being continued a Corporation, 13th 

March 1^-1700—— (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, Part 11. No. 41).- 

Letter from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George, Jlth April 1700. 
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tional duty of ^15 per cent, on “ Avrouglit silks, Bengalis, 

“ and stufls mixed with silk, or herba, of the manufacture i699.noij 
“ of Persia, China, or the East-Indies, and all calicoes, 

“ painted, dyed, printed, or stained there, that were not 
“ made up, or used, before Michaelmas I 70 I:”—the Court, 
therefore, directed their tbreign Governments, that such fjuan- 
titics of the above goods as they might have provided, 
should be put on board the ships to be first dispatched for 
England, that they might arrive before the peiiod above 
specified, as otherwise they could not be sold in England, 
but must be re-exported/’^ 

Having traced the home transactions of the London Com- Equipments 
pany, struggling for, and, at last, successfully obtaining the Ihe i-omion 
protection of the Legislature, we have, before examining their 
separate instructions to each of their Presidencies in India, to 
state the amount of their equipments and stock for this season. 

The ships, for this season, were twelve in number, and the 
stock was estimated at ^£541,000, viz. for Bombay, the King 
William and the Howland, with ^100,000; for the Coast and 
Bay of Bengal, the Chambers’ Frigate, the Fame, the Anna, and 
the Colchester, with .=£200,000 ; for Surat, the Loyal Mer¬ 
chant, the Tavistock, and the Martha, with i£154,700; for 
China, the Wentworth and the Dorrcl, with ^80,000; and foi 
Bcncoolen, the Madras, with .=£6,300- The funds, ft)r this large 
equipment and stock, the Court specified to be, the produce ot 

theii 

(1)—East-Indla Acts (printed 1786), page 31.- Letter from the Court to the 

President and Council of Fort St. George, 6th March 1699* 1700. 
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chap III, their sales, since June 1699, which amounted to ^732,630, 

i6!)9-noo. and the money expected to arise from the sales of the ensuing 
March, which was estimated at ^234,000; besides which, a 
call of twenty per cent, had been made on the Adventurers, on 
bottomree,” at three per cent, premium, and one per cent, 
prompt payment, on the 31st March I 7 OI. 

Public m- The instructions to Sir John Gayer, at Bombay, and the 

structiom to 

Sir John President and Council at Subat, are drawn partly from the 

ti.tytr, for ^ 

jiomhay and events which havc been detailed, as applicable to the Com- 

hural. 

pany’s rights, and partly from the information which had 
been received, respecting the occurrences at those stations: 
—after stating, that the particular orders which had been given 
to Sir William Norris, the Ambassador from the English Com¬ 
pany to the Mogul, had been kept secret, and that all the Court 
could obtain, was an assurance, that he had 110 authority to act 
to the prejudice of the London Company, the agreement made 
with the Mogul, to furnish convoys to his ships, carrying pilgrims 
to Mocha, was approved of, with a recommendation that a 
time should be fixed with the Governor of Surat, for the 
sailing of this convoy, as, otherwise, the expcncc of demorage 
would be gi cater, than any profits of freight which could be 
realized;—and, in making this application, the President was 
directed to explain, that the Company’s ships had been furnished 
with commissions, to make prizes of all pirates they might 
iricet with, in the Indian Seas. It was next recommended, that 

though, 

(l)-.-Lct(er from tfaa Coart to (he Fieiideat and Council at Fort St. George, 2lBt 
November lOyg. 
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tlioug’I), under the present relaxed state of the Mogul Govern- 
inent, and from the character of the Governor of Surat, the 
President and Council must yield to frequent extortions, yet 
that a regular and strict account should be kept of the sums 
paid, because, in the event of a better state of aifairs, or of 
the Company being placed in a situation to recover their pri¬ 
vileges, this money might not altogether be lost, but be stated 
as damages, for which au equitable compensation might be 
required:—it was, also, recommended, in return for the 
thirty thousand rupees, paid as tribute to this Governor, at 
the time the Dutch and French made their payments, that 
new privileges ought to be solicited, and, particularly, that a 
place should be assigned to the Company in the mint, to 
enable them to coin their bullion. To these instructions are 
subjoined a disapprobation of the Surat accounts, as the Court 
had expected a surplus fund would have remained in that 
treasury. 

The separate instructions to Sir John Gayer explained that sepamte m- 

.. struchons to 

the reason tor appointing President Pitt, and vesting him, for s.r John 
twelve months, with an independent power at Fort St. George, ^ 
was, that the state of affairs, at that Presidency, required a person 
of a decided character, to prevent those quarrels which had 
continued, by appeals being left open to the General;—a re¬ 
inforcement of two hundred soldiers were to be embarked for 
the garrison, by the first fleet, and twenty would proceed on the 
last ship of the season. 

2 Q 


VOL. III. 
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CHAP III. From its being of importance to ensure the pepper trade on 

1699 -noo. the Malabar Coast, Sir John Gayer was vested with discretionary 
powers to complete the fortifications at Anjengo; but, the Court 
wished the expences at Carwar to be reduced. 

The order* to Tlic late reucwal of a Phirmaund, in Persia, which placed 

Persia found- thc Company’s rights and trade, in that kingdom, on a broader 

ed on the • j j j v 

Phirmaund* basis than they had rested at any former period, rendered the 

obtained in ^ ^ _ j i- 1 1 

the preceding instructions of the preceding season narrow, and directed only 

*eason . • i. 

to particular points, in the customs, and in the trade:—in a 
similar manner, the instructions of this season are confined 
to the same objects, there being no evidence before the Court, 
of the interferences of the Agents of the English Company, 
which, could, in any degree, disturb either the Phirmaunds, 
or embarrass the commerce, in a quarter in which the Court 
hoped, the obligation into which they had entered, of export¬ 
ing, annually, a large proportion of English cloths, would be 
fulfilled. 

After informing the Agent at Ispahan, that the Court de¬ 
pended much on the commercial services of Doud, the broker, 
whom they had so handsomely rewarded, they recommended, 
that he should endeavour to put into a regular and permanent 
train of payment, the now recognized customs at Gombroon, 
and approved of his taking proportions of silk, and of money, in 

payment 

(0—Letters from the Court to the General and Council at Bombay, sth May, and 

38th July -Letter from the Court to Sir John Gayer (private) 28th July 1699. 

*— Letter from the Court (0 tlie IVesidcot and Council at Surat, 26th July 1^. 
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payment of them, and that, in all the investments, he would ”1' 

obtain the largest possible quantity of red Caramania wool. i69y-i7oo 

The Court, in the orders to Mr. Ktt, the President at Fort instructions 

' 'to President 

St. George, communicated the same information on the state of 
their rights in England, as transmitted to the General at Bom- 
bay; and exhorted him and his Council, not only to make com- c 
mercial exertions, which might anticipate the English Company, in ^8®“*** 
the markets on the Coromandel Coast (ewrders having been given, 
in the preceding year, to repossess the Factories which had been 
relinquished}, but, to prevent their ships and Agents from en¬ 
tering the ports belonging to the London Company, or deriving 
any advantage from communication with them. 

Under all the circumstances in which the Company’s Go¬ 
vernments, on the Coast of Coromandel, were placed, relatively to 
the Mogul, and knowing that Sir William Norris had been sent 
out as the King’s Ambassador, thou^ he was paid by the Eng¬ 
lish Company, the Court directed, that every willingness to 
shew respoet to the Mogul might be manifested, but, opposi¬ 
tion made to the arbitrary exactions of the local officers ; such 
opposition, however, was to consist of delays in complying 
with their demands, and endeavours to conciliate them bj' 
presents, which, it was hoped, would be a more effectual 
means than the employment of open force. In the situation 
in which the Settlements were placed, it was ordered, that the 
fortifications should be strengthened, as far as their means 
2 Q 2 would 


( 1 )—Letter from the Court to the Agent and Conned at Ispahan, 2d August 
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CHAP HI. would allow, particularly Fort St. David, where, (probably on 
account of its supposed weakness,) some disturbances had 
occurred, to prevent which, long guns had been embarked, to 
be mounted on the ramparts, that, by the range of the shot, 
the insurgents, in future, might be prevented from approaching 
too near the place. 

The commercial relations with the maritime states were 
to be preserved, but (to avoid any questions in Europe,) the 
dispute with the Portuguese vessels, coming to the Fort, was to 
be terminated, by exacting from them five per cent, customs, 
only. The measures adopted in England, for preventing the 
pirates from obtaining supplies from America and the West- 
Indies, were referred to, and information given, that Captain 
Kidd, the pirate, had been apprehended in the West-Indies, 
and was to be tried in London, along with some of Avery's 
crew, though Captain Avery himself had not yet been dis¬ 
covered or seized.^*) 

rhut.nnuttee The Court, having received letters from the Agent in Bbn- 

constitulcd a .. . i.iTi- !!• . 

Presidency GAL, intimating that the Prince, bad given a grant, or Nishan, 
to the Company, for the towns of Chutanuttee, Govind- 
PORE, and Calcutta, approved of his conduct, and that 
of the Council, in purchasing those important districts; for 
though the amount of the present given to the Prince was high, 

such 

(1)—letters from the Coart to the President and Council of Fort St. George, 21 st 

November, and 20ih December 1699- Letter (private) from the Court to President Fitt, 

21st November 1699.—— Letter from the Court to the Governor and Council of Fort St, 
David, 2lst November iOgg. 
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«uch an acquisition would, henceforward, place their Settle- chap, iir . 
ments and trade in Bengal, upon a larger scale, and enable them i6»9-noo. 
to draw a revenue, which, it was hoped, might be equal to the 
charges. 

Having the advantage of information from Mr (now Sir 
Charles) Eyre, the Court found it expedient to devise a system of 
administration, suited to the improved state of their possessions, with orderr* 
Though Sir Charles Eyre had retired from the Company’s wliil'am.^°^* 
service, yet, on observing the manner in which the rights and 
privileges of his former masters had been assailed, and, for a 
few months, overset by the English Company, and that they 
had recovered their rights by the Act, continuing them a Body 
Corporate, he again had offered his services, (to use the Court’s 
words,) “ from ajust, but unusual gratitude,” to return to Bengal, 
to improve the rights which the Prince’s NtshAn had con¬ 
ferred on themhe was, therefore, re-uppointed to be Chief 
Agent, or principal servant in Bengal, which they declared 
should, from this time, be considered a Presidency. 

The instructions to Sir Charles Eyre were, that the forlifi- 
eations should be increased, to render the seat of their trade 
secure, not only against the Native Powers, but against their 
European or English rivals, and, in compliment to His Majesty, 
die fort was to be denominated Foet William. This ap- 
]>ointment, however, is explained, to have arisen entirely from 
the public-spirited offer of Sir Charles Eyre, and not, in any 
degree, from disapprobation of the conduct of Mr. Beard, whom 
die Court described to be ** an old and faithful servant,” and 

who. 
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CHAP. Ill , ^ho, though apparently superseded, in fact possessed their 
1699-1700. fullest confidence; explaining to him, that no supercession, 
in future, of his right to be Chief of the Bengal Settlements, 
should take place; that they trusted to his zealous support 
of their interest; and continued to him his full salary of ^8200 
per annum, and ^100 gratuity. 

In the consultations between the Court and Sir Charles 
Eyre, on the subject of the fortifications at Fort William, the 
former appear to have been disposed to render them regular and 
strong, and sufficient to defend the Factory and servants, in the 
event of civil wars, on the Mogul’s death, requiring a safe 
retreat:—^the latter expressed his apprehensions, that the ap¬ 
pearance of a regular fortification would excite jealousy in the 
Mogul Governors, and perhaps disturb the grant so recently 
obtained;—it was, therefore, settled, that the Factory should 
be made strong, particularly in its timbers; that, in case of 
attack, the windows might be used for port-holes; and that, at 
the angles, additional buildings, like warehouses, should be 
erected, to serve as bastions, to flank the house, in case of 
necessity;—but as Sir Charles Eyre had discretionary powers, 
a plan for constructing Fort William was given to him, and it 
was recommended, that the Pentagon form might, if possible, be 
adopted, that being considered, in Europe, as the strongest 
species of fortification. 

AnewCoun- Fort William being, in this manner, declared a Presidency, 
for the Presi- the Council was to consist of five members;—Sir Charles Eyre, 

dencyofFort , 

Wiiium. President; 
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President ; Mr. Beard, second, and Accomptant; Mr. Halsey, chap lit , 
third, and Warehouse-keeper; Mr. White, fourth, and Purser 
Marine; and Mr. Ralph Sheldon, fifth, and Receiver of the 
Revenues, and manager of all subordinate business. The Pre¬ 
sident was to fill up vacancies, subject to the approbation of the 
Court; and, as an encouragement to the Factors and subor¬ 
dinate servants, the rule of promotion was to be, by seniority, 
and none of their servants to be dismissed, but by an order of 
the Court, a bye-law having passed, that such dismission should 
be by ballot, in the Court of Committees. 

The taxes at Fort William were to be imposed and levied 
(allowing for the difference of situation) as practised at Fort St« 

George, for information on which subject, the President and 
Council were to correspond with the President and Council of 
Fort St. George:—discretionary powers were also given to 
re-establish the inland Factories.<*) 

The Court issued similar orders to the Agency at Ben- instructions 

to the Agents 

cooLEN, and to the other Settlements on the Coast of Sumatra, ntBencooien. 
to re-occupy all the stations which had been relinquished, and 
to exclude the servants and trade of the English Company. 

Though this Settlement had not, hitherto, afforded pepper, 
or other produce, sufficient to defray one-half of the charges, the 
Court determined to maintain it, and, for this purpose, sug¬ 
gested 

(1)—Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council in Bengal, and to the President 
and Council at Fort William, 2lit November, 20th December l6gQj and 5 th January lOgg- 
iJOO.a—— Inittuctions to S» Charles Eyre, 20th December 1^9. 
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C HAP. Ill , gested to the Agent, the scheme of granting a small allowance to 
iti9i).noo. tjie principal Chiefs in the districts furnishing the pepper, and 
the honorary rank of Members of Council, which, it was ex¬ 
pected, w'ould induce them to make exertions to collect a more 
regular and full supply ; and, as a fartlier encouragement to the 
port of Bencoolcn, such goods as had paid customs at Madras, 
w ci'e not to be liable to pay duties again, on the goods being 
hi ought into any of the Com]mny’s Settlements, on the Coast of 
Sumatra.<’> 

Fust regular Aiuong the equipments of this season, two ships were 
nil'dblorkHent destined for China, the trade of which, particularly at the 
ton port of Canton, the Court were determined to attempt, with a 

large stock, to be managed by Supercargoes. The stock con¬ 
sisted of a small proportion of goods, and of a large amount in 
bullionone of the instructions was, to conceal the bullion 
from the knowledge of the Chinese, and only to produce it, as 
purchases could be made. The principal goods ordered were 
silks, wrought and raw, and teas of the finer sorts, specifying 
three hundred tubs of the finer Green Teas, and eighty tubs 
of liohea, both having now become in great request, at 
the home sales. The orders for packing the tea went to 
one object only, that of preventing it “ from acquiring any 
smell from the tutenague tubs, or pots, in which it was en¬ 
closed 

(l)—Letfer from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St George^ 21st 

November J699-Letter from the Court to the Agent and Council at York Fort, 21it 

November 1^9. 
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« closed.” The other China articles were drugs^ gums, fans, 
porcelains, damasks, velvets, lacquered and Japan ware.<*) ifrss-noo. 


If the Presidencies of the London Company, in former Embarrasi- 
yeans, had to struggle for their rights and trade, against the Bombay* and 
oppressions of the Mogul and his Governors, instigated hy fhe* prospTct 
Interlopers, and provoked by pirates, and against the insidious for the iuc> 
projects of the Dutch and French, and, in those struggles, to 
experience the seizure of the Company’s property, and the 
personal imprisonment of their servants, they had, in this season, 
in addition to these intolerable evils, to meet the united attacks of 
the Interlopers and the English Company*s servants, who could 
now avail themselves of opportunities to promote their schemes, 
by misrepresentations, which threatened the expulsion of the 
English, from the Peninsula of India. 

To have a correct view of the actual situation of the 
London Company’s affairs, at this crisis, it will be necessary to 
preface them with an account of those appearances of civil con¬ 
vulsions, which were unhinging the Mogul Government, and 
strengthening the arbitrary power of its local Governors; and 
then to bring into notice the advantages taken by the Interlopers 
and English Company’s servants, of this state of the Government, 
von. HI. 2 R by 

(1)—Instructions from the Court to the Supracargoes of the Wentworth and Dorrel, 
lOth November 1699. 
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|,y seeking to found the establishment of the English Company’s 
i€9y-i7t)0 and trade, on the ruins of the London Company. 

Early in the season 1699-1700, the Presidency of Surat, 
represented to the Court, that the application which they had 
recommended, for an exclusive Phirmaund from the Mogul, had 
become as impracticable, as the acquisilion of it would be use¬ 
less; because, not only each of the Mogul’s sons were at the 
head of armies, but several of his grandsons were collecting forces 
to commence a civil war for the succession, when the Emperor’s 
death should alFord them the opportunity to contend, either for 
the whole, or for portions of the Empire. 

—from the Xhe appcai iuices of civil convulsions were not limited to the 

hostiU* pre- * * 

parations of general war for the succession, for several of the more powerful 

the Hindoo ® 

nswt dieir'’ the Hindoo llajuhs were augmenting their forces, and awaiting 

dtnro'"' event of the Einpcroi’s death, that they might avail 

themselves of the opposing and divided strength of the Mogul 
armies, and, on the ruins of that Government, re-assert their own 
independence, as Native Powers. The success of the Mahratta 
armies was considerable, and had kept the countries through 
which the Agra goods, particularly indigo, had a transit to Surat, 
in such alarm, that the President had not been able to obtain a 
single hale from that quarter, to form part of this year’s invest¬ 
ment. Under such political restraints, the President and Council 
assured the Court, that they would observe the instructions 
specihed in the home transactions of this season, in the event of 
the civil wars commencing, as far as might be practicable, in 

the 
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the existing state of ‘ their rights, and the oppression to which chap, hi. 
their commerce was exposed. i6y»-noo. 

If the general state of the Mogul Empire, weakened in its —from the 

“ o I appointment 

administration by these approaching convulsions, affected the of a m w^Go- 
Company’s rights and trade on the West of India, the chaiacter f‘f- 
and arbitrary proceedings of the Governor of Surat (and his 
power must be considered as part of that of the Mogul) tended 
to augment the distress. Though the Mocha Fleet had arrived in 
safety, under the convoys which the President had sent to protect 
it, the Governor of Surat refused to pay the sums stipulated to 
defray the charges of those convoys; and as the expectations 
which the President had held out to the Governor, that a force 
would be sent to clear the Indian Seas of the pirates, had not 
been fulfilled, he was impatient of the delay, and, conceiving him¬ 
self to be deluded, treated the English with the greatest contempt: 

—^his conduct, when observed by the Natives, induced them to 
consider the Company’s servants, in the words of the President 
and Council’s letter, to be “ as despicable as the Portuguese in 
“ India, and as odious as the Jews in Spain.” This contempt 
was, also, felt by the Mogul himself, who having extorted from the 
President at Surat, a security to pay all damages done by the 
pirates, issued an order to stop the European trade, at all tiic 
other ports in his dominions, till a like security should be given 
by the Agents of all the European Factories at those poi ts ;— 
the effect of this order was, that the English, French, and 
Dutch, were not permitted to go out of the city of Sur.it, till 
information, that those securities had been granted, should induce 
2 R 2 the 
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rip the Mogul to revoke the general embargo the immediate effect 
J69i)-nuo that it was become impossible to comply with the Court’s 
oi deis for procuring an investment to dispatch the ships early iii 
the season. The same distress extended equally to the French and 
Dutch, the last of whom had not only stopped their purchases, 
but struck the flag on their house, and had sent their shipping 
to Bat.ivia. 

The President, under these restraints, informed the Court, 
that unless affairs should take a more favourable turn, it would 
be impossible for him to send another ship’s cargo from Suriit 
this season, though he would have recourse to the only 
means left, that of endeavouring to procure a small invest¬ 
ment, in the name of the Armenians; but, for this expedient 
he had not money in the treasury, and must borrow it at interest, 
that the appearance of debts might less afford the Governor 
a pretext for extortions. 

In this critical state of affairs, the Governor of Surat died, 
and was succeeded by Dianat Khan, in January 1699-1700, 
whom the President described to be unskilled in mercantile 
affaiis, imd who had strict orders (the Mogul having approved of 
the conduct of the late Governor, relatively to the three Euro¬ 
pean nations) to continue the embargo; and, at the close of the 
season, it was found impossible to conciliate him by giving 
bribes. 

Alarm of the Such was the situation of the London Company’s afikirs 
Sura^*o7re- at Surat and its dependencies, when the first accounts arrived 
iigen"fofthe of the establishment of the English Company, and of the 
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Agents employed by them, tlie characters of many of whom “J' 

were known to the President and Council; it will, therefore, 

' ' inent of the 

tlirow liglit on their proceedings, jis well as those of the London 
Company’s servants to resist them, to preserve the chain of 
events as they occurred. 

The first notice of the establishment of the English 
Company reached the President and Council of the London 
Company, at Surat, in April 1699, and as it came by an Inter¬ 
loper, (the Shrewsbury Galley), it was published in such a 
manner, as discovered that the Interlopers w'ere, in revenge 
for the opposition shown to them by the London Company, deter¬ 
mined to support the English Company. This conduct proceeded 
from the expectation, that they could more easily evade the 
measures of inexperienced Adventurers, than the observation of 
the London Company’s servants, who, for so many yeai s, had 
been habituated to their smuggling and illicit projects. 

Mr. Lucas, to whom the Shrewsbury Galley was consigned, 
communicated a copy of the Act of Parliament to the President, 
and, in company with Mr. Bowcher and Doctor Leckie, made 
the event known to the Governor, wdio sent for the London Com¬ 
pany’s broker, that he might ascertmn the fact. With great 
prudenee, the broker informed him, that the President and 
Council had received no svich information, and that the Interlo¬ 
pers should not be believed. 

The Governor, on the followinir day, sent for the President The Gover- 
and Council to his house, and, in the presence of the Interlopers, ^ 

and the principal merchants of Surat, asked them if they acknow- 

ledged 
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CHAP TT F led^ed the Act of Parliament:—they replied that they did, but, 

^ that the London Company were allowed, by it, to trade till Sep- 
paiiy, and teiiiber 1701; and that they had received no orders to resign their 
iMving the rights to the persons who came by the Shrewsbury Galley, nor had 
these persons any power to dismiss themon this information, 
the Governor ordered the Company’s broker, on pain of corporal 
punishment, to give security, that the President and Council 
should not leave the town, and condned them to the Factory, 
till such security should be given;—subsequently, he ordered 
their broker not to pay any money to them, till he should examine 
the Company’s accounts. In a few days, the Governor 
sent for the Shroffs, and ordered the principal of them to be 
beat, till they gave an account of what bullion the Company 
had sold to them, and what price they had paid for it. To this 
severity, the President was of opinion, the Governor bad been 
instigated by the scandalous aspersions of the Interlopers, who 
represented that the Company had been dissolved, for com¬ 
mitting piracies in India, and by the loss of two lacks of 
rupees, which he had sustained by the capture of the Quedah 
Merchant, by Kidd, the pirate; losses which hi, by this expe¬ 
dient, sought to recover from the Company. 

Lucas, not contented with this conduct, acted as if he, 
himself, had been vested with authority by the English Company, 
and set out, attended by a large retinue, to purchase an 
investment for his ship, at Alimedabad, at which he represented, 
that the London Company’s servants had now no authority to 

obstruct 



EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


311 


obstruct him; but, in this project, he was resisted by the 
brokers ot the London Company. i69a-noo 

Wliile the Presidency were in this situation, Sir Nicholas A"ivai of Sir 

•' Nicholas 

Waite, the English Company’s President for Surat, arrived 
oft’ Bombay, on the 11th January 1699-1700, and noti- where hisau' 
fied to Sir John Gayer his appointment to be the King’s 
Minister, and Consul General for the English nation, and re- 
quired compliance with whatever orders he might issue:—Sir 
John Gayer, in answer, disavowed any authority which Sir 
Nicholas Waite might pretend to have, over the Londou Com¬ 
pany’s servants, both because, by the Act establishing the English 
Company, the London Company were entitled to carry on their 
trade till September 1701, and, because it exempted them from 
the payment of the five per cent, duty for the maintenance of 
public ministers. 

When Sir Nicholas Waite found he could make no Sir Nicholas 
impression on Sir John Gayer and his Council at Bombay, he atSurarand 
sailed for Surat, where he arrived on the 19th January, and force, the 
notified his commission to the President and Council, requiring Company's 
them to strike the St. George’s, or Company’s Flag, as he bore Uiei* houids. 
the commission of Vice Admiral, and would allow no other flag 
than his own. The President and Council, for the same reasons 
assigned by Sir John Gayer, at Bombay, refused to comply, and 
were protected by the new Governor and his piincipal officers, 
who informed Sir Nicholas Waite, that the commission, or 
** Phirmaund,” of the King of England, was of no authority at 
Surat, unless admitted by an order of the Mogul, and that the 

London 
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CHAP III. 
1699-1700. 


— this vio¬ 
lence resent¬ 
ed by the 
Goternor, as 
an insult to 
the Mogul. 


President 
Colt refuses 
to acknow¬ 
ledge Sir Ni¬ 
cholas 
Waite's as¬ 
sumed supe¬ 
rior autho¬ 
rity. 


London Company had the Emperor’s authority for using their 
flag. Conceiving this to be an affront on his dignity, Sir 
Nicholas Waite, after a long correspondence with the President 
and Council, determined to use force, and accordingly, on the 
27 th January, landed two captains of ships, and forty men, at 
Swally, with orders to strike the London Company’s flag. 

This violence, intended to disgrace the London Company, in 
fact, was the most effectual means which Sir Nicholas Waite 
could employ for their protection ; for when the Governor and his 
principal officers, were informed of the outrage, and that the flag 
had actually been struck by force, they immediately issued orders, 
that it should be re-hoisted:—^the effect of these transactions upon 
the Natives, who could not comprehend the distinction between 
the London and English Companies, and who saw that the Lon¬ 
don Company, notwithstanding the assertions of their being 
dissolved, remained in possession of Bombay, was a belief, that 
the whole had been a fabrication of the Interlopers, and a scheme 
calculated to uphold their private trade. 

When Sir Nicholas Waite found that he could not prevail in 
his plan of having the London Company suppressed, he protested 
against President Colt’s issuing passes to the country vessels, as an 
authority with which he, alone, was vested:—^in reply, the President 
denied that he had granted such passes, since Sir Nicholas Waite’s 
arrival had been notified to him. Under these circumstances, the 
transactions of this season closed with a conference, in which Sir 
Nicholas Waite, on the one hand, insisted on his superior autho¬ 
rity. 
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rity, and the President and Council, on the other, waved the 
acknowledgement of it. isau-noo 

It may easily be supposed, that, in this situation, both Sir 
John Gayer and President Colt felt their situations to be irksome 
and perilous j for the former desired leave to resign, on aecoiini 
of ill health, and the latter, in two years from the date of his 
application. 

The measures adopted for trade, and regarding the depen- Tiadcai Su¬ 
rat, and on 

dcncies on Bombay and Surat, under such chcumstauccs, were ihcMaiibtr 

Coast, siis- 

limited and embarrassed. Sir John Gayer reported to the Court, penJed, i« 
that he acquiesced in, and would observe their orders, respeeting 
President Pitt’s authority at Fort St. George, and had suspended 
the building of additional fortifications at Anjengo, because the 
Dutch were withdrawing their Factories and establishments, on 
the Malabar Coast, having found it impracticable to engross the 
whole of the pepper trade of that country;—and that the trade 
and revenue of Bombay had been much injured by the Portu¬ 
guese, who had endeavoured to obstiuct the communication 
between the Islands of Salsettc and Bombay. 

VOL. III. 2 S The 

(l)—Letters from tliB General and Council at Bombay to the Court, d 1st March, lOtli 

April, 10th July, 21st and 25 lh August 1699- Letter from the General .tnd Co uit 1 .-t 

Bombay to the President .and Council at Surat, 30 th May - letter froai 1 

Gayer to the Court (private) 18 th August 1699.-Coirespondencc between Sir Joliu (j 1, i.r 

and Sir Nicholas Waite, 11th and IfithJanoary 1(^ 1^00-Letters from the Pum.; .it 1 i,l 

Cotin^l of Surat to the Court, J 7 th April l6gg, lyth January Ibyg-l/CX), 2 ‘i:ii M.n 1 

1700 - Correspondence between the President and Council of Sur.u, aiul I ikis inJ 

Boucher, the Interlopers, 8th, yih, llth and 12lh April Iftjy- Icttci tioni ilia 

President and Council at Surat to the General .md Council at Boriiba>, lO’li Aj’r 1 
1699.—— Letter from President Colt to the Court (piivatc) 1 5 th July lOO'i—— 
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CHAP. HI. I'lic Company’s uflBiirs in Persia, this season, assumed 
the most opposite aspects :—in the first part of it, the advantages 

the Persi in wliich wcrc cxpcctcd frotti the new Phirmaunds, were, by the 

lr.ule unfa- ‘ j 

MHirabJe at iutriffues of tlic Dutch, in some deeree frustrated : but, towards 

the opening o ^ o 

cf tiic scaion. Unexpected visit of the Persian Monarch 

to the English Factory at Ispahan, not only gave hopes that 
the privileges which had been granted, would he confirmed, but 
that the English customs and trade would be permanently 
established. 

A part of the arrears, as stated in the preceding season, 
had been paid, by thirteen hundred and forty maunds of silk; 
and (waving the customs of the year which had been disputed,) 
expectations were entertained, that the whole would be dis¬ 
charged ;—the Dutch, however, continued to represent at 
Court, that the part of the silk which could be exported by 
sea, had, by contract, been granted to them; and that the 
payment of any part of the customs to the English, in that 
article, was a violation of a positive agreement with their 
nation. This objection would have been unavailing, had not 
the Shahbunder at Gombroon been brought over, by bribes, to 
the Dutch interest, and threatened to compel the English, 
like other nations, to pay customs at that port; and, besides, 
charged the English Agent with having received thirteen 
bundled tomands more than he acknowledged :—this dispute 

* led 


—— Correspondencr between Sir Nicholas Waite and the President and Council [of Surat, 
22d, 23d, 25tb,and 29th Janoaiy, Ist February, 28tli, 291I1, and SOtk March, 1699* 1700, 
1st, 2d, 4(h and iOth April 170O. 
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led to the opinion, that no farther silk would be obtained 
in payment of customs, .is the Shahbunder had seconded a icuy-i.---) 
petition of the Dutch to the King, praying for a fulfilment 
of the contract with their nation, granting them the exclusive 
privileges of exporting silk from Goinbrofm. 

If such were the unfavourable aspects, both at the close 
the last, and at the opening of the present season, of the effects 
of the Phirmaund .and Rogoms, and such the check given to the 
privileges and tr.ide of the London Company, an unexpected 
event, or a visit paid by the King of Persia to the English 
Factory at Isp.ihan, again turned the balance in favor of the 
London Company. 

It does not appear, from the letters of Agent Bruce, at 
Ispahan, to what cause this unexpected visit could be ascribed: 

—^he stated, only, that the King, on passing the English Fac¬ 
tory, was pleased with its exterior appearance, and expressed 
his intention to visit it, if consistent with his dignity :—finding, 
on the Registers being examined, that Shah Abbas the Great 
had visited the English Factory, after the taking of Ormus, he 
considered this precedent as a sufficient re.ison for giatifying 
his curiosity:—on the 23d of July 1699, therefore, a message 
was sent, that, on the following morning, the King would 
oome to the Factory;—every preparation was niadc that was 
practicable, under the inspection of Persian officers, to have 
the great room fitted up, and a throne erected with suitable 
magnificence :—^the passages and garden-walks were covered 
with rich Ctirpets and the finest English cloth ; and a collation 
2 S 2 of 
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CFJ A P.M I of finil.'* and rich wines prepared;—^tlie English then retired 
ioiiy-i;cio fiom the Eaetoiy, and left the charge of it to women, with 
msti actions to receive, with all possible solemnity, the Monarch, 
ami the Ladies of his Haram, by whom he was attended, 
leaving only three petitions, one apologizing for the inadequate 
pomp, with which they could receive the Monarch; another 
piaying “ directions might be given to the eunuchs, to prevent 
“ pel sons from attempting, by means of the holes in the buildings, 
“ to look at the King and his attendantsand a third, that as, 
on so honorable an occasion, they could not disturb his Majesty 
with their requests, he would be pleased to order the Ettiman 
Doulut to receive them. 


The King was not only gratified with his rieception, and 
the presents of fruits and wines offered for his acceptance, but 
intimated his intention to visit the Factory a second time. 
Though the cxpences of this visit amounted to four hundred 
tomands, or above ^1,200 sterling, the Agent informed the 
Court, that they were unavoidable, and might be attended 
with consequences, which would amply repay the Company, by 
placing their trade and privileges on a more certain basis, 
than any on which they had, hitherto, rested. 
fhe**Ageiit’s^ The petition of the Agent to the Ettiman Doulut prayed 
I’ersi m payment of the arrears of customs, exemptions fioin 

tii'i'^occaslcn certain duties, permission to export sequins and silver, and 
an Older to the Sliahbunder, at Gombroon, prohibiting him, 
in future, fi om molesting the English in the enjoyment of their 
privileges, oi obstructing their trade. 


The 
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The Agent, on this occasion, submitted to the Court, that c hap hi . 
a letter from the King of England to the King of Persia, with iG'J'J-noo. 
suitable presents, would facilitate his obtaining the necessary pro¬ 
tection and exemptions, for establishing the Company’s trade 
in its fullest extent. The Shahbundcr at Gombroon, on re¬ 
ceiving intelligence of the King's condescension and f.ivor, 
paid one year’s customs, and promised a farther payment of 
two thousand tomands, of arrears, the ensuing March; and 
prohibited the Dutch, under a positive order fromt he King, to 
erect a Fort, or castle, at Gombi oon. 

This unexpected favor shewn to the" English, excited the The Dutch 

SollLlt a \IMt 

jealousy of the Dutch, in the highest degree, who emplovcd ^^">5 

to their hue— 

every art, and ofteied large bribes to the attendants of the King, tory,wh>chii 

° n fused 

to induce him to visit their house, or Factory, repiescnting the 
English Company, and nation, as infciior to their onn, their 
Stadtholder being King of England. 

To counteract this misrepresentation, the Agent, with con- Honorary 

presents by 

siderablc ability, explained the obligations of the Dutch to the Kmg of 

‘ ® Persia lo the 

Crown of England, and described their Company, its the sori.ints Company’* 
of Merchants only, who had no King, that could lender them 
worthy of tlic notice of the Persian Moiuircli;—the request of 
the King’s visit to the Dutch Factoiy, was, therefore, refused, 
and though his second visit to the English Factory did not t.ike 
place, the Agent received, from the King, on the 2d Septcmbci 
1699, “ the Khelaut,” or vest of honour, a rich suoid, and a 
horse,—these favourable appearances induced him to inJ'onn 

the 
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CHAP 111 . that he had the Armest reliance on the Company’s 

leya-ncio. being confirmed, and their trade protected/'^ 

Criiic.d »itn- The situation of the Loudon Company’s affairs at Fort St. 

.itiun ot I'ott 

St Gtorgt-, George, and on the Coromandel Coast, in the same manner as 

lioni lliL (>[- 

position of on the Malabar Coast, was affected by the circumstances in which 

the hiigli-h ^ 

Comp.ni/s ^ the power of the Mogul, and of the Nabob, were placed, at the 
tmns'of 'the 'vlicii tlic obstructions from the Interlopers and pirates, were 
Hiiiiioo seconded by the arrival of the English Company's Agents. On 
' luiii'ty ' * reaching Madras, these Agents assumed the public characters of 
Ambassador and Consul, and professed their object to be, not 
only to establish a n<?w English interest, hut to wrest from the 
London Company the pi ivileges they had acquired, for more than 
half a,century, under the Philinaunds and Perwannahs purchased 
for valuable considerations. Tlic fact, at this time, was, that in the 
beginning of this season, 16*99-1700, the President of Fort St. 
Gcoige bad paid fiftcenh uudred pagodas to the Nabob, for a 
Perwannah, entitling the Company to a full right to Fort St. 
David , and that, on this basis, he had purchased, at that place, an 
investment, estimated at two lacks and a half of pagodas, which 
he adduced, as an iricfragahlc evidence of the confidence which 
the London Company’s servants had, in the validity of their 
rights, and in the returns which they expected to receive, from 
the profits of their trade. 

These 

(0—Letters from the Agents and Councils of Ispahan and Gombroon to the Court 
and from Ispahan to Gombroon, 30th March, 3th and 2()th Jul}, l6tb, ipth and 27tli 
August and 9th September 1699. 



EAST INDIA COMPANY. 


319 


These events, however, considering the accounts given 
of the decline of the Mogul power in the Carnatic, from JC£>9-n(;o, 
its army being obliged to be continually in the held, to 
keep in check the hovering armies of the Hindoos, discover, 
that any grants which could be purchased, either from the 
acknowledged Sovereign, or from the Hindoo chiefs, en¬ 
deavouring to wrest his conquests from him, were rather to be 
deemed a foundation fur claims on the ultimate victor, than a 
permanent recognition of rights and pi ivileges .—this- appeared 
from the order of the Mogul to stop all trade, till security 
should be given, as at Surat, for whatever damages might be 
occasioned by the pirates ; hence the resolution wliich was taken 
to fortify the Black Towir of Madras, at the charge of the 
inhabitants, and the demand of the President to have a supply 
of men and arms for its defence. The army of Ziilfakcr Khan 
was, at this time, hovering round the English bounds, and 
threatening to deprive them of all tenures, which the London 
Company might either solicit or purchase. 

The relations between the London Company, and the intemperate 

‘ conduct of 

Mogul and subordinate Princes, were thus situated, when the English 

° Company’s 

English Company’s ship, London, anived, on the 3d July 
1G99, having on board their principal Factors; and on the M***!™*- 
28th July, their ship, De Grave, anchored in Madras Roads ; 

—Consul Pitt, on his arrival, notified to President Pitt his cha¬ 
racter, as Consul for the English nation, and President for the 
English Company, on the Coromandel Coast, in the same manner 
as he previously had done, to the Deputy Governor of Fort St. 

David. 
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Consul I’ltt 
fixes llie 
l',n(;!isliConi- 
pan) 's scat < f 
tnclc at M.i- 
snlipit im, 
ami (ksiiL’s 

til It In'. 111- 

tlmrity mu lit 
Ik* ric.'i'ivz- 
t d liy the 
President of 
Poit St 
Oeoigc 


Da\i(l. The terms in which this notification was expressed, and 
suliniissiun to his authority required, were dictatorial, if not 
imprudent, if, at this distant period, we can judge, from their 
being accompanied with a request to receive information and 
assistance, in his new undertaking, from the President of Fort 
St. Geoi'ge; and the answer of President Pitt, his cousin, was 
not less aiithoiitative, though, considering his situation, more 
piudcnt:—President Pitt .stated, that as the London Company 
u ere allowed, by Act of Pairliament, to continue in the exercise of 
theii tiade, till September 171^1 > he could not recognize the 
aiithoiity of any superior, hut their Court of Committees, and, 
consistently with his duty, neither would order a salute, nor 
strike lus flag, at the Consul’s ordeis. 

Consul Pitt, on this lefusal, sailed to Masulipatam, at which 
he piopo.<tcd to establish the seat of the English Company’s 
Cio\ernment and trade.—on reaching this port, he established a 
Factory, or house, and formed his new Council, on the same 
piiiiclplc as obseived by the Agents and Councils of the Lon¬ 
don Company .—he then sent an otficial notification to President 
Pitt, at Fort St. George, of his office of King’s Consul on the 
Coiomandel Coast, and required, that his commission should be 
publicly lead at Fort St. George, the town of Madras, at 
Vizagapatam, and, in general, at all the Factoiics and stations 
belonging to the London Company. President Pitt, considering 
this notification, tis an infringement of the London Company’s 
1 iglits, and an insult on his own authority, instead of entering 
into any explanations with his new lival, issued an order, in 

Council 
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Council, under the Company’s seal, to all their servants under chap nr . 
his authority, not to obey any orders which they might receive i^gs-noo 
from Consul Pitt, or the English Company, explaining this order 
to proceed on the terms in the Act of Parliament,, which conti> 
nued the trade of the London Company, till September 1701,and, 
m his opinion, exempted them from the duty of sBS per cent., for 
the maintenance of Ambassadors, or Consuls, sent to India. 

The characters of the London Company’s President, Thomas 
Pitt, and the English Company's Consul, JohirPitt, were equal¬ 
ly marked by zeal in the service of their employers, but distin¬ 
guished by tlie former possessing prudence, as well as firmness, 
and the latter, spirit, unguided by discretion :—both, how¬ 
ever, were unfit for temporizing or conciliatory measures; and 
perhaps to this circumstance, and to the superior talents of 
President Pitt, the London Company owed the preservation, 
not only of their forts and Factories, but the provision of 
their investments, and the maintenance of their trade, in a 
country where the Natives had been habituated to transact with 
them, but could not comprehend the meaning of a new 
Association of English merchants, arriving to question the 
authority of those, whom they stiU observed in possession of 
the fortified stations and Factories. 

Aflairs were thus situated, when Sir William Norris arrived fir WiUiam 

^ Norris, ar- 

at Masulipatam, in September 1699, and notified his appoint- 
ment, as Ambassador from the King of England to the Great 
Mogul; a notification which appeared to the Native Governor 
of Masulipatam, as well as to the Nabob, to be unintelligible, Prwident 
2 T while 
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cha p 1!i. >vhHc they observed the President and Council of Fort St. 

tst^ George disavowing his power, and keeping possession of the 
Georgp, established and recognized scats of English trade. To remove 

•which both ° ® 

Tmiwiedge'^ this inipi'cssion, Consul Pitt signiiied to Mr Lovell, the London 
Company’s Factor at Masulipatain, the aiiival of the Ambas¬ 
sador, and ordered him to attend him, on his landing , an order 
to which Mr. Lovell declined paying any obedience, till he 
should receive insti actions from President Pitt and liis Council. 

In ail o/ficial letter. President Pitt, under the Company’s 
seal, ptotested against Sir William Norris’s interference in any 
application which the London Company might make to the 
Native Goernments, that might affect the rights they had 
purchased and enjoyed, because they were not subject to 
the control of any public minister, during the continuance of 
their term of trade; and, at the same time, addressed the 
Governor of Masnlipatani, and the new Nabob, “ Meddea Khan 
Beague,” soliciting their protection to the London Company, 
explaining the leason, why their Factors had not waited on 
them, to be, the measures of the Agents of the English Com¬ 
pany, which had prevented their discharging this duty. 

Such, from the correspondence of the London Company’s 
President and Council at Fort St. George to the Court, and 
their communications to Sir John Gayer at Bombay, were the 
measures which they observed in fulfilling the instructions to wave 
any acknowledgment of the authority of the Agents of the English 
Company, and to preserve from their inteiference, the rights 

and 
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and privileges on the Coromandel Coast, which had been 

acquired by the efforts of so many years, and at so great an 

expcnce, by the London Company/*) 

The proceedings of the London Company’s servants in Sir^Edward 

Bengal, this season, were founded on the Nishan which Ben- 

gal, and hia 

they had obtained from the Prince, in the preceding year, Co*n,uT’^Je** 
and on their confidence in the validity of this grant, and being 
able, under it, to dispatch the Company's ships with full car- * 

goes ; it may, therefore, be inferred, that the Mogul’s authority 
was less disturbed in the Bengal Provinces, than, from the 
preceding recital, it appears to have been in the vicinity of the 
other principal seats of the London Company’s trade:—the 
obstructions, therefore, which Mr. Beard, who had succeeded 
Mr. Eyre, as Chief of the London Company’s Settlements in 
Bengal, had to encounter, arose chiefly from the interference 
of the English Company’s President and Consul, Sir Edwuid 
Littleton, who arrived at Hughly in July 1699, and intimated 
his character as President of the English Company, and Consul 
for the English nation in Bengal, to Mr. Beard and his Council. 

The conduct of Sir Edward Littleton, on this occasion, was 
more conciliatory than that of Consul Pitt at Masulipatam :— 
instead of commanding Mr. Beard to acknowledge his authority, 

2 T 2 and 

(I)—Letter* from, (he President and Council at Fort St. George to the General and 

Council at Bombay and Surat, 2d May, 3d June, igth July, and I2th August loiifj- 

Coircspondeiicp bitwcen President Thomas Pm and Council at Fort St Gi,i'rge, and Consul 
John Piir, and Sir William Norris at Masulipatjin, 20th. 2Jdj2Gtb, A ^ust, 21st September 

l6gg, and lOth J.innary iGgg-l/OO, - Letters from (lie President and Council at Fort 

St. George to the Nabob and the Governor of Masulipatam, Ibtb January I0(>y.i700i 
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CHAP. HI . and relinquish his own, he requested his good offices in a 
1699.1700. friendly manner, but intimated, that he expected he would not 
again interfere in the affairs of the Durbar, or grant English 
passports to country vessels, because this power was vested in 
himself, as Consul, and could not be legally questioned by the 
Agents of the London Company:—a correspondence ensued 
between them, in which Sir Edward Littleton solicited Mr. 
Beard’s friendship, and requested him to furnish him with 
pilots, &c., and Mr. Beard, with much firmness, evaded the 
acknowledgment of this authority, and explained his conduct 
to proceed from his duty to the London Company, to defend 
their rights and character, and to maintain the full enjoy¬ 
ment of their privileges till IfOl, under the Mogul’s Phir- 
maund and the Prince's NishSn; adding, that their servants 
were more competent to manage the interests of their superiors, 
and of the English nation, than strangers, whatever their rank 
or character might be, who could only be competent to act, 
and to preserve such rights, as they might purchase or acquire. 
Jn conveying an account of his conduct to Sir John Gayer, Mr. 
Beard added, that his utmost exertions should be used, to pre¬ 
serve and to maintain the London Company’s rights, and pro¬ 
mote their trade.^’> 

(1)—Letters between Agent Beard at Calcutta, and Sir Edward Littleton at Ballasore, 
28 th and 29tb July 1699.-—- Letter from Agent Beard and Council at Calcutta to the 
General and Council at Bombay, 9th August 1^. 



ENGLISH COMPANY. 


The domestic transactions of the English Company, during ReUt've pie* 
the season (1699-1/00), consisted rather of a recapitulation of the English 

_ , . . , . - n’t London 

their mstmctions to the persons appointed to act as Presidents, Companies at 

this juncture. 

or Consuls, than of new projects for the establishment of settle* 
ments and trade:—^it is remarkable, however, on more fully 
considering their relative situation to the London Company, to 
which they were continuing to make inefiectual approaches for 
an Union, that, instead of directing, as at their outset, their chief 
attention to fix the seats of their Government at a distance 
from those of the London Company, they, this season, 
followed the same line with the Company they had been en¬ 
deavouring to ruin, and fixed on Sueat, as the chief seat of 
their Government and trade:—Whence they conveyed their general 
orders to Sir Nicholas Waite, their President, or Consul, at 
Surat, to be communicated to Sir William Norris, who was 
supposed, by them, at the date of their first dispatches of this 
season, to have amved at the Mogul’s court, to solicit and 
acquire privileges for the English Company, or nation. 

The Ambassador, therefore, appears to have been vested, 
rather with discretionary powers, and sent on a mission of ex¬ 
periment, than under any instructions from his superiors, or 
precise objects for his attention; the orders were, therefore, 

repeated 
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C HAP nr . rf^pented by the Court to Sir Nicholas Waite, to be particular in 
iby^-noo jjjg inquiries, for ascertaining the rights and privileges of the 
London Company, at Surat, Bombay, the Malabar Coast, and 
in Persia, because, in the event of an Union, they wished to 
be informed of the foundation of those demands which the Lon¬ 
don Company could make, and of the conditions to which the 
English Company could agree:—^it appears, however, that, 
hitherto, little progress had been made by the persons employed 
to negotiate an Union with the London Company, which con¬ 
tinued ‘^obstinate,’* notwithstanding the notice given them of the 
period when their privileges would cease. 

The Court of Directors of the English Company, in the 
progress of the season, informed the Consul at Surat, thataifairs 
had assumed a new aspect; for a Bill had been introduced into 
Parliament, in favour of the London Company, which continued 
them a Corporation, entitled to trade on the proportion of the 
stock of the English Company for which they bad subscribed, 
“ but which placed them on no better footing than the Mercers-* 
“ Company, or on any other Corporation in London, which 
“ might chuse to subscribe, and subjected them to the payment 
“ of five per cent, for the maintenance of public ministers— 
this claim they attempted to illustrate, by a comparative account 
of the value of their own, and of the stock of the London Com¬ 
pany ; an account, however, which is in direct opposition to the 
statement which the London Company conveyed to their servants, 
of the value of their stock, as evidence of their credit. 


The 
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Tlie Court informed Sir Nicholas Waite, in March ] 699- 
1700 , that “ the stock of the London Company had been 
“ managed with great art, and had liscn, at one time, as ”,‘,““,‘', 1 *,^ 


(( 


high as ^135 per cent.; hut that this price had induced 
many of the proprietors to sell out, which had again reduced 


it below jClOO per cent., while the ^125, paid in, on the 
stock of the English Company, was currently, sold for above 
^150.” 


trntiiiniitied 
by (lie Lon- 
dun (.nm- 
pjny to their 
lerrants. 


The rivalship of the two Companies, it is to be recollected, 
did not constitute the whole of the difficulties in England, 
there being proprietors of the General Society (whose stuck 
amounted to about c£20,000) who did not come into the Joint 
Stock of the English Company, and fitted out two small 
vessels for India, which w'ere protected by the English Company’s 
licence; it was, however, in future, to be understood, that if 
any other vessels, belonging to private merchants, should attempt 
trading within the Company’s limits, wilhout their licence, 
such vessel was to be seized :—they thus manifested a jealousy 
of Interlopers, a description of traders so recently their own, and 
for whom they had pleaded, as deserving encouragement, because 
they extended the trade and navigation of the kingdom. 

Having given this view of their relative situation, with 
respect to the London Company, the Directors of the English 
Company issued a general order, that their Presidents, or 
Consuls, alone, were entitled to grant passes to country vessels, 
or to make applications, through their Ambassador, to the 
Native Powers, for grants or privileges to the English Nation, 

and 
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CHAP.ni. and that, in asserting this right, they were to notify, m the 
1699 - 1700 . public manner, that the English Company were not to^ 

be answerable for the debts of the LondonCompany. 
fnd The equipments of the English Company, consigned to- 

com^/for were, the Book Frigate, with a stock, estimated at 

Surat. -gl2,400, to be employed, while her investment was preparing,. 

in cruising against the pirates; the Canterbury and the Albe- 
marie, with a stock estimated at .^25,000 each, to' be laid 
out, in general, on a proper investment of Surat goods, with 
the exception of the articles described in the India Prohibition 
Act. 

initructions If the instructions of the Directors of the English Com>^ 

toConsulPitt 

on the Coro, panv, to Surat, were necessarily illustrations, only, of those of 
mandelCoast. ^ ^ 

the preceding year, the orders to Consul John Rtt, whom they 
had appointed their President, with authority over such settle¬ 
ments and trade as he might establish on the Coast of Coro¬ 
mandel, were equally narrow, and, indeed, from the nature 
of the case, not having, as yet, heard either of the measures, 
or of the success or failure of his attempts to establish Factories 
or trade, they could not take a wider range; the same informa¬ 
tion, therefore, for his conduct, and that of the Ambassador, is 
repeated to the persons intrusted with the experiments to be 
made on the Coromandel Coast, and the same accounts of the 
ineffectual attempts at an Union with the London Company, 
and of the Acts of Parliament, for continuing them a Cor¬ 
poration, 

(I}—Letter) from the Court to Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat, 3d Auguit, 
30th December i6og, 3d Februai>', ISth March l€ 99 - 1700 , and 12tb April I 70 a 
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l>oratioD, and for pr^ibiti»g the importation of India wrought cjiap hi . 
goodsj are given, with.those sent by the London Company to ^ 699 . 1700 . 
their servants :—it was, however, held to be material, to con¬ 
vey to Consul Pitt, and to comn^t^cate to Sir Edward Littleton 
in Bengal, the degree of opp(vjlll|on in trade which they would 
have to experience from the London Company, who were pro¬ 
ceeding “ strenuously” in equipping a considerable fleet, and 
had embarked a very large stock. Besides, that Mr. (now Sir 
Charles) Eyre, vrho had so long presided over the London 
Company's Settlements in Bengal, ivas proceeding to India, with 
discretionary powers, to push the applications for grants to the 
utmost extent, and to employ large sums, in anticipating the 
English Company in the markets. To meet this opposition, 
they had equipped two ships for Coast and Bay, with a stock 
estimated at , about s^60,000 in bullion, and ^5,500 in goods, 
in each wip* These orders varied respecting settlements, 
by suggesting Masulipatara, as a preferable seat of trade to 
MadapoUaai,, and the expediency of establishing a Factory at 
Porto Novo.<‘> 

The orders of the Court of Directors to their servants instruci.on* 
in Bengal, consisted of a repetition of those to Surat and ward^Je- 
the Coast, with the addition, to Sir Edward Littleton, to make 
purchases of goods of the best quality, and to exert his utmost 

VOL. III., 2 U endeavours 

(1)—letters from the Court of Directors of the English Companj to John Pitt, Eiq. 
and Council, on the Coast of Coromandel, 30th December 1^, 3th and 20th January 
1699*1700, and 12th April 1700. 
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nr cnticavonrs to rival, and to bear down, the trade of the Londbn 
Company <’> 

Spccuiiiinn knowledge which many of the Directors and servants 

niVi of the English Company had acquired, of the trade in tho 
and* Indian, and in the China Seas, and which the Court had, 
l i'i'i 'i'ie'uu! aho, drawn from the example of the Dutch, led them to projects 
for obtaining a share in the pepper trade, and, if possible, to con¬ 
nect with it, enterprizes for opening a trade with China. 
As the Java pepper had been engrossed by the Dutch, and 
the Sumatra pepper was in possession of the London Company, 
who, also, were beginning to engross, by their establishments 
on the Malabar Coast, the pepper in the Peninsula, a new 
experiment was devised for obtaining a proportion of this trade, 
to which they were, perhaps, stimulated by their professions to 
Parliament, and to the public, that they would extend the 
English trjidc to countries, which the narrow system of the 
London Company had either neglected, or relinquished. 

This experiment consisted in dispatching a vessel, in the 
preceding season, to Borneo, and was now followed up, by 
the appointment of Mr. Landen, who had formerly visited that 
Island, to be President, pro tempore, at any station at which- 
he might find it practicable to settle an English Factory:— 
on this project was engrafted the scheme of building ships, from 
an opinion, that large quantities of ship-timber could be found on 

the 

(1)—Letters from the Court to Sir Edward Littleton and Council in Bengal, 30 th 
December tCgg, 15 th March iC^g-IfOO, and 12th April 1700. 
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ilie Island; shipvrriglits, smiths, and other artificers, therefore, 
were embarked, and the vessels built were to be employed in 
opening trade with China. 

The first object, in this speculation, was to purchase 
pepper;—the ships intended for China were to touch at Banjar- 
Massin, to take such produce as could be procured; and Mr. 
Landen was, also, to obtain information ''on the subject of the 
gold and diamoi>d trade at Succadania, and to proceed with 
whatever proportion of those valuable articles he might collect, 
us resources for the trade to Chiua.<‘> 

The experiment of opening a trade with China assumed, 
in the progress of the season, a more regular form, for, in 
August 1^99, the Macclesfield Galley was taken up for a voyage 
to China direct, and to return to En^and, and Mr. Robert 
Douglas appointed supercargo, with Mr. Biggs (one of the 
London Company’s dismissed servants) to act sis his assistant:— 
the first attempt was to be made at Macao, to try the practica¬ 
bility of settling at Canton ; but, should this scheme not 
answer, he was to jirocced to Amoy :—^the stock with which 
he was instrusted, including his own, and Mr. Biggs’ separate 
ladventures, amounted to the large sum of £^39,136, to be 
invested in raw-silks, damasks, and teas. 

In the month of November 1G99, the Court adopted a 
more regular system for establishing this trade, by appointing 
2 U 2 a 

(1)—Letters from tlie Court to the Agent and Council at the Island of Romeo. 0 th 
. Ma}-, 261I1 September, 3(1 October, 23 d November, 30 ili December and 23 tK 
January 1699-1 700 - 
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C^ P.m a Presitlent (Mr. Catchpoole) who was to be dignified with their 
16^9-1700 favorite character of King’s Consul, and have a Council of 
four, with two Factors and five Writers, having the same rank 
and salaries as at their other establishments. Mr. Catchpoole 
sailed in the Eaton Frigate:—^the limits of his jurisdiction were 
sufficiently extensive, being to include ** the whole Empire of 
“ China, and the adjdlcent Islands.” A second ship was added, 
to attempt a Settlement at Liampo, or Linopo, in the north 
of China, or, if this scheme, also, should fail, at the city of 
Nankin :—^in the event, however, of disappointment, he was to 
collect, at those places, what goods he could purchase, and then 
proceed to Canton, and settle at that port; where a common table 
was to be kept for the Merchants, Factors, and Writers. The 
general object was to promote the sale of English wodlen ma> 
nufactures, and to collect an investment of the China goods 
enumerated in the instructions to the supercargo of the Maccles¬ 
field Galley; and, as an encouragement, the Company’s servants 
were licensed to trade, on their own account, from port to port, 
and to be allowed to send gold home, which the Company would 
exchange for silver. At the close of thd season a new ship, the 
LiamjK) Frigate, of one hundred and sixty tons, was purchased 
and dispatched for China, with a stock estimated at s^3,800. 

Such were the speculations of the English Company, 
during the second year of their progress.^') 

The 

(1)—Letter of Instructions from (he Court to Mr Douglas, Supercargo for China, 3 d 
A\’gu:>t Idyo Commission and Instructions to the President and Council in China, 23 d 

November 



The first intelligence received by the English Company, 
addressed to their Court of Directors, at Skinner’s Hall (as 
might have been anticipated, from the characters of their Pre¬ 
sidents, or Consuls,, and the nature of their instructions} con¬ 
sisted chiefly of the recital of the struggles, between them and 
the Presidents and Councils of the London Company; the one, 
under the higher titles of Ambassador and Consul, making 
efforts to introduce a new English interest and trade, and the 
other, resisting, by every means which prudence and experience 
could suggest, innovations, which struck, not more at all 
the rights and privileges which, for a century, they had 
been purshasing, or had acquired, than at the continuance of 
a direct trade between England and the East-Indies. It would 
be superfluous to detail the events, at each of the stations of 
trade in the Peninsula of India, originating in enterprise, and 
ki self-defence, without referring to the progress of the Eu¬ 
ropean nations, who sought, since the discovery of the cir¬ 
cuitous navigation to the East, the introduction of trade between 
Europe and Asia. 

Had the London and English Companies existed, while the 
Portuguese power, in Asia, was unbroken, or even when it was on 

the 


The ruin of 
the two Com¬ 
panies ID In¬ 
dia, only pre¬ 
vented by the 
relaxed state 
of the Mogul 
Government, 


November 1699,—— Letters from the Court to the President and Council m China, 23 d 
November 1699, and 2d February 1699-1700. 
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decline, their commercial disputes must have exposed both 
j')9o-nou ijjujicdiatc ruin, and to the• contempt of the Native Powers, 
at w hose ports each was seeking a trade: — had the same 
impolitic rivalship existed, when Portugal was united with 
Spain, and during the vigour of the Dutch opposition to 
both, or when the Dutch power and trade, in Asia, broke 
down, and almost extinguished that of Portugal, tlie weight 
of the Du tell funds, and the power of their armaments^ 
would have crushed the Joint Stock of the London Company^ 
and excluded the English Company from a participation in th^ 
trade:—it is obvious, also, from a I’etrospcct of the state of 
India during the reign of Akbar, when the English trade 
Utis fust attempted, and, in a still stronger degree, during the 
vigour of Auruugiiebe’s reign, that had this unwise competition, 
between the subjects of the same country, subsisted, (a compe* 
tition pcifcctly unintelligible to the Natives,) the Mogul woul4 
probably have excluded the English from his dominions; an 
example which would have been followed by the Plindoo Powers; 
—at the distance of a century, therefore, it appears to be in-r 
consistent with the wisdom of King William, and of Parliament, 
to have introduced a rivalship, which was so directly against the 
public interest. The events we are about to unfold will exhibit 
proofs of the truth of this observation ; for the interferences of 
the Sovereign, and of Parliament, were called on, to terminate 
this absurd opposition, by the Union of the two Companies. 
]’ioceeriing« Tlic cvcnts at SuBAT, and, subsequently, on the Corohanhel 

or Sll Niclio- » ^ 

thoYiigiish Bengal, w'iU furnish full evidence of the public 

misfortune 
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misfortnne of substituting theories of trade, for practice, founded chap nr. 
on experience. ^ ’ ‘ 

Sir Nicholas Waite reached Surat* on the 19th January Consul .It Su* 
1699-1700; but, previously, Mr. Mewse and Mr. Brooke, 
had arrived, on the 16th November 1699;—though subor¬ 
dinate Factors only, they published the powers with which 
the English Company wore vested, and prepared the President 
and Council of the London Company for the attack in¬ 
tended on their privileges and trade, as soon as the new 
English Consul should arrive. It was at this Crisis, that the 
Governor of Surat, who had been friendly to the London Com¬ 
pany, died, and that a new Governor, “ Dianat Khan,” was 
appointed, who, of course, must have been a stranger equally to 
the old, and to the new representatives of the English nation:— 
this change of a Governor occurred, also, at the time when the 
Dutch, feeling the burden of the security-bond which had been 
extorted from them, to conipensate for the losses occasioned by 
the pirates, were making applications to be relieved from this 
obligation. 

It may easily be supposed, under such circumstances, that 
the representatives of the London Company, both from their 
instructions, and from a sense of duty, would try every plan 
to bring'over the new Governor to their interest, and would 
send Vakeels to Court, to pre-occupy the ministers of the 
Mogul in their favor;—^it may also be supposed, that tlie 
subordinate servants of the English Company, at Siir.if, 
would observe these proceedings, and prepare such information 

as 
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C HAP, iir . as they could collect, to enable Sir Nicholas Wftite to capote 
16 ay-1700 . and hence the regret which they expressed, ia a letter to 

Sir William Norris, that he had not been ordered directly frosa 
England to Surat, as the access, from this port, to the seat of 
'Government would have been shorter, and his influence on the 
Mogul less obstructed; mean time, that they would procure 
copies of all Fhirmaunds, or grants, to European Compaides, 
particularly to the London Company, that, on them, he might 
found his application for privileges to the English Company. 

Sir Nicholas Waite, on his arrival, directed his first care to 
purchase a cargo for one ship, but complained that his efibrts, 
even in this way, had been obstructed by the servants of the Lon¬ 
don Company j—instead, however, of conciliating bis country¬ 
men, or endeavouring to connect the interests of his emjdoymTr, 
with those of the London Company, he immediately signified 
to President Colt, his superior power, as Consul, desired his 
acknowledgement of him, in this capacity, and ordered him to 
strike the flag on the London Company’s house at Swsdly f —^tbis 
improvident violence was noticed among the events affecting the 
London Company, and, in fact, obtamed them the protection of 
the Governor, who considered Sir Nicholas Waite’s ’ conduct as 
an interference with his authority, or rather with that of the 
Mogul, particularly as he had, by force, taken down the flag, 
which the Governor ord«*ed to be immediately re-hoisted. ■ 
Under these circumstances Commodore Warren, on whole 
protection SirNichcdas Waite depended, died, and war succeedifid 
by Commodore Littleton, whom Sir Nicholas Waite aceased of 

partiality 
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partiality to the London Company, because he refused to sup- chap.iii. 
port him in those violent proceedings, to which, as a King’s 
otficer, he could not give his sanction. 

If the first act of Sir Nicholas Waite was violent, it was Sir NicIk^Ih 

succeeded by one still more intemperate :—without waiting for dresses lener* 

the arrival of Sir William Norris at the Court of the Mogul, gul, charging 
. _ the I.ondou 

or knowing whether he would |je favourably received j and with- Comjxiny 
out even allowing time for his using the information which had parties m thn 

piracies in 

been collected, respecting Phirmaunds and grants to the English India, 
nation. Sir Nicholas Waite addressed, at once, a letter to 
the Mogul, accusing the London Company of being sharers and 
abettors of the piracies, from which his subjects, and the trade 
of his dominions, had suftered, or, in the Consul’s coarse lan- 
guage, “ of being thieves and confederates with the pirates; ” 
and then intimated his own rank, as President of the English 
Company, and Consul for the English nation, and that he 
was accompanied with a squadron of tour men of war, sent 
by the King of England, to be employed, under his direc¬ 
tions, in capturing and punishing the pirates, and obliging 
them to make restitution of the vessels and property which they 
had taken from (he Mogul’s subjects. 

The suspicion which Sir Nicholsns Waite expressed to the Impartial 
Directors, and to the Ambassador, of the partiality of Com- Commodore 
modore Littleton to the London Company, was, on the Commo¬ 
dore’s arrival at Surat, refuted by his conduct; for though he 
did not encourage Sir Nicholas Waite in his arbitrary proceed- 
against the London Company, (protected by law till September 

VOL. 111. 2X 1701 ^ 
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1701 ) lie, at the same time, recognized the rights of the 

ibjy-i'juj English Compfiny, but declined attending Sir Nicholas Waite, 
lit his public entry into Surat, when he was accompanied by 
the Governor and his son, because such attendance was not 
his duty, as a King’s officer. The President and Council of the 
London Company remained, during this ceremony, spectators 
of what tliey were sensible, in the opinion of the Natives, would 
he deemed evidence of their decline. 

Sii Nirhoids Sir Nicliolas Waite, however, on this occasion, obtained 

tiin^ .1 I’er- a Perwaiinali from the Governor, granting the English Com- 
u tfu- pany hbeity of trade, and an exemption from all debts or 

I at, and pro- ' 

iiibits tiic contracts to which the London Company were liable :—He next 

J oiuluii 

Coinpniu's demanded, that Commodore Littleton should abstain from 

rresidiiit ' 

irorii qrini. j,n communication with the President and Council of the 

mg pauc) to 

London Company,* but, instead of complying, this officer 
wrote to President Colt, and liis Council, that he would 
protect vessels sailing under their licence:—to counterba¬ 
lance this protection. Sir Nicholas Waite ordered Captain Al¬ 
lison, of the English Company’s ship Norris, to proceed to the 
river’s mouth, and to stop all vessels wearing English colours, 
unless protected by his passports, with the exception of the 
London Company’s vessefe, and protested, formally, against 
any obstructions, or force, which Commodore Littleton might 
employ against this order. 

It may be easily supposed, that accusations would be fre¬ 
quent by both parties j—by Sir Nicholas Waite endeavouring to 
establish his authority, and by the President and Council of the 

London 
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London Company, defending their’s. Sir Nicholas WaitP accused 
Commodore Littleton of having reported, that the Ambassador, 
though licensed by the King, was paid by the English Company-; 
of having ordered the King’s flag to be struck on board their 
ships, though he allowed it to be worn by the London Company's 
ships; and of having neglected to give him that salute, on land¬ 
ing, to which he was entitled, by his character of King’s Consul: 

—not contented with these charges of breach of duty, he accused 
him of having been bribed by Sir John Gayer, and entered a 
formal protest against him ;—^farther, that on the Consul’s com¬ 
mission being read to the Governor, he agreed to acknowledge 
it privately, but it was not publicly recognized, for Commodore 
Littleton refused to be present at the ceremony to confirm it; 
and yet the Governor permitted Sir Nicholas W.iite tj) hoist the 
King’s Union flag, a privilege which, had Commodore Littleton 
been as violent as his accuser, he certainly would have pre¬ 
vented. These proceedings were followed by an accusation 
against the President of the London Company, for having, 

(after Sir Nicholas Waite’s arrival) given passports to Indian 
ships ; an accusation which Mr. Cult stated to be uutounded, us 
he had only given recommendatory Icttci-s, to such persons as had 
formerly been in the London Company’s service. These tedious 
proceedings scarcely merit notice, unless to piove, in the very 
outset, that the opposition of the two Companies w as endan¬ 
gering the existence of the English Settlements and tiade in 
India. 


2X2 


The 
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; CHAP. III. The commercial information which Sir Nicholas Waite 

1 699-i 700 conveyed to the Court is very limited; after stating that he 
had found the debts of the London Company not to be so con¬ 
siderable as had been reported, he intimated, that the ship Nor¬ 
ris would be dispatched, with a full cargo, to Europe ; that the 
Montague had been let on freight to Persia, and that the Rook 
Galley had been dispatched for China, and was to return to 
Mocha.(*> 

Precarious^ As a preliminary to the proceedings of the Agents sent by 
Mopi Power the English Company, to fix Settlements and establish trade on 
Coast of Cobomandel, it may be proper to refer to the ac¬ 
count which those persons gave, on their arrival^ of the political 
circumstances of the countries with which they were to form 
a connexion. It may be recollected, that the servants of the 
English Company had been instructed to subvert the privi¬ 
leges and trade which the London Company had purchased, 
from the successive rulers in the Decan, and in the Carnatic, 
during the existence of the kingdoms of Yisiaporc and Gol- 

condali, 

(1)—Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council to the Court of Directors of the 
English Company, and Correspondence between Sir Nicholas Waite and the President and 
Council of the London Company at Surat, pth, 12tb, 22(1 and 26th January, 20lh February, 

11th and lyth March l6gg-iyoo, andgtb April 1700- Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite 

and Council to the President and Council at Masulipatam, and to Sir William Norris, (he 
Ambassador, 4 th and 12th December 16^9, 13 th, 23 d and 35 th February 16 () 9 - 1700 , and 4th 
April 1700 —— Letter from the President and Council at Surat to the President and Council 
in Bengal, 4 lh April 170O—. Letter from Sir Nicholas Waite to the Great Mogul, 
December Letter from Sir Nicliolas Waite to the Governor of Surat, February 

t699-J/00- Sir Nicholas Waite's Protest against Commodore Littleton, and orders to 

Captain Allison, 12 th and 15 th March 1 ^- 1700 . 
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condah, and during the long reign, and actipe militaiy career 
of Aurungzebe, in his wars to conquer the Decan. i6J9-no(> 

At the time when Consul Pitt anived, and soon after¬ 
wards, Sir William Norris, the Nabob with whom the London 
Company had been transacting, had been displaced, and “ Med- 
dea Khan Beague ” appointed to that station ; but such was 
the declining state of the Mogul power, at this juncture, that 
the general impression was, that this Nabob, instead of being 
established in power by a Phirmaund from the Mogul, was 
only vested with a Perwannah from the Prime Minister, at 
the recommendation of the Mogul’s eldest son ; and, therefore, 
it became doubtful, whether he really was vested with authority 
sufficient to protect the London, or to admit the English Com¬ 
pany to privileges of trade.—these circumstances in the govern¬ 
ment of the country, if they made the tenures of the London 
Company precarious, rendered the applications of the English 
Company as doubtful, as the grants which they might obtain, 
either through a Consul or Ambassador, might be temporary 
and inefficient. 

With the knowledge of these circumstances, drawn from 

inteuiikrile 

the correspondence of the Agents of the English Company, 
we are prepared to examine the intemperate proceedings of 
Consul Pitt (who was also to be President of such Settlements 
as might be established) and to contrast them with the con¬ 
duct of President Pitt, his relation, who was at the head of the 
London Company’s government at Fort St. George, that we may 

discover. 
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CHAP^l. discover, from the measures of the one, and of the other, the 
I 6 yy-i 700 , danger to which their opposition exposed the permanence, or 
safety, of (he English trade in that part of India. 

Ir) the month of August 1699, Consul Pitt arrived at 
Masulipatain, and, as his own duty, as well as the object of the 
Amhtissador, jircscrlbed, made applications to the Mogul for 
piotection. As any establishment which the English Company 
might make, required the employment of persons conversant in 
the language of the country, he engaged a Signor Manuchy to 
act as linguist to the Embassy :—^this person had been long 
resident in the country, and had been subservient to the projects 
of Consul Pitt, at the time when he acted as an Interloper or 
Private Tiader, only. 

—lohtitsa When Consul Pitt arrhed at Masulipatam, he notified his 
tiiiiit', till cliariicter to the Fuetors of the London Company, and required 
•.houidbe them to attend him, that they might be informed of the 

procured. , 

powers with which he was vested, by hearing his commission 
read, and, at the same time, addressed n letter to the Nabob 
of Golcondah (for such is the title which he gave to the superior 
of Masulipatam) intimating, also, his arrival, and his character 
of Consul of the English nation, with a request for a Per wan- 
nail to be free from customs on trade, till such time as the 
Ambassador should obtain a Phirniaund from the Mogul;—the 
object of these proceedings Consul Pitt explained, to the English 
Company’s Consul in Bengal, to be, the commencement of 
measures for purchasing an investment, the Pervvannah being 

necessary 
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necessary to induce the country merchants to open business with chap in. 
him. ibua-noo. 

While these events were occurring. Consul Pitt was not 
satisfied with his reception at Masulipatani, but was disposed George refu- 

^ * * hes to bUDinit 

rather to accept of an offer of a station, at which he luicht 

* ' o rity, as. Con- 

establish a factory, at Mapapollam. Ilis next step was 
to notify his arrival, and the nature of his coiuinission, to 
President Pitt, and the Council, at Fort St. George, the cir¬ 
cumstances attending which have been described in the 
foreign transactions of the London Company. In this situa¬ 
tion, the Consul explained to the Court of Directors, that 
it would be difficult, on account of the state of the country, 
exhausted by wars and by famine, to purchase an investment, 
but that his intention was, as be had obtained a copy of the 
old Pliirmaund, from the King of Golcondah, to the London 
Company, (the only one which had been given, in the name of 
English nation) to persuade the Native officcis, if possible,to 
allow him the same privileges, under it, which hud been conferred 
on the London Company. Founding on this grant, he intended 
to settle a Factory at Armauon, at which he had got a Cowl 
for trade; but explained, that this project was impeded by the 
London Company’s Agent, who had impressed the Native offi¬ 
cers with an opinion, that the English Company were not entitled 
to any of the piivileges which had been confirmed by the Mogul, 
to the London Company. 

Sir William Norris, the Ambassador, arrived at Poito AmniofSir 
Novo on the 19th of September, and sent Mr. Ilailcw} 1), one ami 

of 
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of his secretaries, to notify his character to the Native Go- 

16^9-17(0 vernor, and to desire information respectiiiff the residence of 

first procetd- ^ ° 

Mogul, to whose Court he was about to proceed, and re¬ 
ceived for answer, that the Mogul was at Visiapore:—on this 
occasion, Consul Pitt addressed a letter to Mr. Lovell, the London 
Company’s Agent at Masulipatam, notifying the arrival of the 
Ambassador, and requiring that himself, and the Loudon Com¬ 
pany’s other servants, should attend the ceremony of his landing. 
The conduct of Mr. Lovell, and of President Pitt, on this oc¬ 
casion, was marked, for they disavowed the authority of the 
Consul, or the Ambassador, over the London Company’s privi¬ 
leges and interests. 

Sir William This opposition, between the London and the English 

Norris di- , , , 

reels Sir Companies, accounts for the intelligence sent to Surat, by Mr. 

Wane to for- Nom's, sccrctary to the Ambassador, respecting his arrival and 

ward the pre¬ 
sent oi ord- landing at Masulipatam, on the 25th September 1699, and liis 

nmte to the . i • i i i . 

Mogul request that persons, instructed in the Moorish and Persian 
languages, might be sent to assist him in his negotiations, and 
that Sir Nicholas Waite might transmit to him copies of all 
Phiimaunds, or privileges, which had been granted to the 
English, with such observations as he had been able to make 
on the subject; pressing dispatch, as he had been empowered, 
at the expence of 5 ^ 20 , 000 , to solicit and to procure from the 
Mogul, an exemption from all duties within his dominions. The 
Ambassador also desired to know, what farther charges he might 
incur, in procui'ing this great object of his mission, and that Sir 
Nicholas Waite would forward to the Mogul’s camp, the train of 

artillery> 
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artillery, which had been sent, as a present, by the English 
Ck)nipany. Sir Michulas Waite was, also, ordered to intimate to ‘ 
the President and Council of the London Company at Surat, 
the arrival of the Ambassador, and that he was to proceed to 
the Mogul’s court, to fulfil the object of his mission. 

The account which Sir William Norris gave of his own Reports, by 

, Sir William 

progress, brings into view the state of the English Company’s Noms^a^nd 
afi^irs, at the dose of this season;—^he reported, that after state 

ot the Rug- 

touching at Porto Novo, being in want of water, he put into Compa- 

° ny's aRairs. 

Madras Roads, where he was respectfully saluted by the Fort, 
but was afraid to land, lest the captains of the fleet which con¬ 
ducted him, might be influenced against the English Company’s 
interests, by the President and Council of Fort St. George;— 
that he was in great want of proper interpreters, and that the 
Native officers had made considerable difficulties in acknow¬ 


ledging his rank, as an Ambassador;—that, from not being fur¬ 
nished with proper equipage, it would be the middle of April, 
before he could attempt to proceed on his journey;—that, in 
this interval, he bad solicited the Nabob for a Perwannah, 
granting freedom of trade, till a Phirmaund from the Mogul 
could be obtained, giving, as the reason tor his application 
for both, that the London Company, would soon be dis¬ 
solved;—^that, though the Nabob had apparently agreed to 
grant the Perwannah, his Duan had demanded fifty thousand 
rupees, as the amount of duties on customs, owing by the English 
Company, since their Factories had been established;—that a 
farther demand had been made, founded on a complaint 
VOL III. 2 Y made 
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CH AP m . made by the Lascai's in the fleet, that the wages due to them 
ioy9-i7oo, ijaJ been withheld, and that his interpreter had been de¬ 
tained, till this demand was complied with. These insults 
Sir William Norris resented, as contrary to European ideas of 
the character of an Ambassador, without reflecting, that such 
ideas were unintelligible to a Native Chief:—on these grounds, 
however, he demanded the release of his interpreter, as his 
detention was a breach of the law of nations, a law which the 
Nabob did not understand, as he considered the interpreter to 
be a Vakeel only, a character which was not held in high 
estimation in Eastern courts •—the demand, however, was com¬ 
plied with; but, it was only from an apprehension that the 
English were prepai’ing to make an attack on the Nabob’s small 
camp, of about a thousand men, near Masulipatam, from which 
he speedily retreated. Though the interpreter was released, the 
Perwannah, for freedom of trade, was not granted; and the 
account of the Embassy closes, this season, with informa¬ 
tion, that the Ambassador was preparing to set out on his 
mission. 

The explanations given by Consul Pitt to the Court, of the 
state of aflairs under his more immediate direction, at this 
juncture, consisted of his opinion, that the charges of the Em¬ 
bassy would be greater than had been estimated;—that the 
proceedings of the President of the London Company had been 
insidious, and in contempt of the King’s authority, having 
represented the Ambassador as paid by merchants only, and not 
■sent by the King;—that the investments proceeded with much 

difficulty. 
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difficulty, the Native merchants having, by bribes, been engaged 
in the interest of the London Company, who, satisfied that they 
could not be called to account, before the expiration of their 
term, had acted in the most illegal manner;—that their Presi¬ 
dent had issued a protest, prohibiting all under his jurisdiction 
to pay obedience to the order of the Ambassador, and that Sir 
William Norris, indignant at this conduct, would not receive 
the protest, but, dcsiied Mr. Lovell, whom Pj*csident Pitt had 
sent with it, to deliver it to his servant;—A copy of it, how¬ 
ever, had been sent home, that the Court might lay it befoi'e 
the Secretary of State. 

Under such circumstances. Consul Pitt stated, that he 
had adopted every practicable measure for obtaining stations 
of trade;—that he had solicited a grant of Deverampaut and 
Madapollanj, to be held in the same manner as the London 
Company held Fort St. George and Fort St. David; and though 
he had obtained permission to trade for two hundred and fifty 
pagodas per annum, the removal of the Nabob had rendered it 
ineffectual; but, that he hud purchased a piece of ground at 
Madapollam, for a thousand pagodas, on which it was his in¬ 
tention to erect a Factory. 

2 Y 2 


(0— Letters from Consul Pitt and Council at Masnhpatam to the Court of Dncctors of 
the English Company, and correspondence between Consul PiUand the President and Agents 
of the London Company. aOlh and 28lh July, 2 d, 7 th, 8 th and 20th August, IJtli, Jytli, 
list and 24th September, gth November, I3th December l»jg, and 14th March ] 090 -i;oo 

- Letter from Consul Put to the Nabob Ullah Khan, gth August lOog- Letters 

from Consul Pitt to Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat, 6 tfa September, 2 1 st and 23 d 
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chapel At the time when Sir Edward Littleton, the President and 
Consul of the English Company, for BenCxAL, reached Ballasore, 
Bengar"pr"- 1699) the embargo on trade, which the Mogul had 

Be’ ri* from ^ ordcFcd, in revenge for the losses sustained by the pirates, though 
Hffilondon suspended, had not been removed:—this circumstance accounts 
!rfl!!"ra7 the moderation of his conduct, compared with that of Sir 

j)uibai. Nicholas Waite at Surat, or Consul Pitt at Masulipatam ;—he, 
however, notified to Mr. Beard, the London Company’s Agent at 
Calcutta, the character with which he was vested, of President 
for the English Company, and Consul for the English nation, 
and requested his friendly offices, to furnish him with pilots :— 
Had this moderation not been accompanied with a kind of inter¬ 
dict on Mr. Beard’s and the London Company's authority, it is not 
improbable that the opposition to Sir Edward Littleton's trading 
would have been less firm, and that his investment for one ship 
might have been procured; but, when he ordered Mr. Beard to 
suspend all applications to the Durbar, and not to interfere with 
those which the Consul was to commence, Mr. Beard, with great 
propriety stood on the defensive, and asserted with spirit, the 
rights of his masters, the London Company :—^this firmness was 
shewn, by taking no notice of Sir Edward Littleton's flag, as he 

passed 

October 1699, 161I1 January Idgg-iyoo. - Letters from Consul Pitt to Sir Edward Little- 

ton and Council at Bengal, lOth, 18 th and 27th August, and 13 tb October 1699.-Letters 

from Sir William Norris, the Ambassador, to the Court of the English Company, 1st 
January, and I2th March 1699-1700 — Letter from Mr. Norris, Secretary to the Embassy, 
to Sir Nicholas Waite at Surat, 21 st October i^,—. Letter from Lucas, the Interloper, 
at Ahmedabad, to Consul Put, 2d November 1699. 



£AST-IKDIit COMPANY. 


349 


passed Calcutta, and by rejecting his authority, as Consul, over c^F^i 
the London Company’s Fiictory and servants:—^the other Con- i*>yJ-noo. 
suls had complained to the Directors in England, but Sir 
Edward Littleton, indignant at this reception, addressed a 
complaint to the Duke of Shrewsbury, then Secretary of 
State, that Mr. Beard had offered indignities to the King’s flag, 
and disavowed his authority as Consul. 

Some months elapsed, before Sir Edward Littleton could, 

(on the 20th January 1699-1700) obtain permission to trade; 
and, therefore, he explained to his superiors, that the investment 
had been purchased with difficulty, and that it would be very 
late in the season, before the ship could be dispatched. After 
various applications by the Consul, and refusals by Mr. Beard, 
a piohibition was fixed on the gates of Calcutta, by order 
of Mr. Beard and his Council, enjoining all the English, under 
their protection, to refuse obedience to any orders of President 
Littleton. 

Under such circumstances. Sir Edward Littleton’s situation 
was embarrassing in the extreme:—^two of his Council had died, 
as well as a number of the young men in the civil service, the 
mortality also extended to the small military force which had 
been embiirked, under a captmn, lieutenant, and ensign, intended 
to form his guard. 

( 1 )—Letter from Sir Edward Littletoa to Agent Beard and Council at Calcutta, 28 th 
and 29th July 1699.—— Letter from Sir Edward Littleton to the Duke of Shrewsbury, 

l8t January 1699-1700- Letter from Sir Edward Littleton and Council at Huglily to 

the President and Council at Mdsulipatam, 13 (h February I699-170O- Letter from Sir 

Edward littletoa and Council at Hugbly to the Court of Directors, 16th March 1^9-1700. 
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1700 - 1 . 


LONDON COMPANY. 

CHAP JIT The form which Annals must assume, of exhibiting only 
l/OO-l. the sciics of c\ents, though itintenupts their immediate con- 
iion» "r (he nexion, has the advantage of bringing forward the effects they 
loreigu' Set- producc, aiid, in the subject we arc reviewing, exhibits the 
fouluitdon aspects of East-India affairs, influenced by mercantile and 

theCompsiny . . , • . , • 

being con- political livulhhip. 

Corporate?'^ That wc may connect the questions respecting the rights 
of the two Com])auics, as alternately favored by the Legislature, 
with the instructions given to their servants abroad, for their con¬ 
duct towards the Country Powers, and towards each other, we 
shall observe the same arrangement, as in the preceding sccason. 

At the close of the year 1699-1700, an Act of Parliament 
passed, which continued the London Company a Corporation, 
of which the opinion of the Court of the London Company, 
conveyed to the Presidency of Fort St. George, was, that it would 
obviate any impression which might have been made on the 
Native Powers, by the Ambassador and Consuls of the English 
Company, and would shew, that the London Company was not to 
expire at the specified term, but, on the contrary, that they were 
to continue in full light to such Settlements, jis they had cither 

obtained 
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obtcoined from the Crown of England, and such Factories and 
privileges as they had purchased from the Mogul, or from any 1700-1. 
of the Native Princes:—^this opinion is more fully explained to the 
General at Bombay, and President at Surat, at the opening of 
this season I 7 OO-I. 

The substance of this explanation was, that, by the Act, their 
rights to Bombay, St. Helena, &c., were confirmed to the Lon¬ 
don Company for ever, as derived from the Crown of England, 
and that the expectations which the English Company had 
entertained, of getting possession of those Islands, in I 7 OL 
as well as of the stations and privileges at Surat, and other 
ports in India, were now completely at an end ;—^the advantage, 
thus, of possession, they trusted, would obviate any impressions, 
which the pretensions or malignity of their rival might have 
made, and the fact of their remaining in possession would 
bring over the opinion of the Mogul, and of the other Indian 
Powers, to their interests, whatever reports Sir William Norris, 
and Sir Nicholas Waite, might have promulgated in their 
negotiations at Court, or mingled with their insinuations to the 
Governor of Surat:—it was added, that the Consular authority 
which the Presidents of the English Company pretended to 
exercise, and the controling power the Ambassador had assumed 
over all the English in India, were not founded on the Act 
establishing the English Comjiany, which gave only authority 
over tbeir own people; nor could any lights which they might 
acquire, from the Mf)gul, or other Native Powers, confer 
on them any authority over the General, and the Presidents 

of 
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CHAP. iiT of the London Company; all their pretensions, therefore, in 

1700 -1. future, were to be rejected as illegal. 

pijnofsend- Aware, however, that there might be some difficulty in 

,ngDrU..\e- * . . 

nantto India removing Unfavourable impressions, the Court had engaged Dr. 

unnecessary, ^ ° 

fr.im tiie Duvenant, who was to proceed to India this season, to counter- 

powers Riven ' ^ I 

Giyel^ negotiation of Sir William Norris, and to settle a Court 

of Admiralty in India, before which the pirates were to be tried, 
and brought to justice:—^the powei-s with which this distin¬ 
guished person was to be vested were limited to these two 
objects, only; it being expressly declared, that he was not to 
interfere in the commercial transactions of the Presidents and 
Councils, and not to infringe on the authority of Sir John 
Gayer, as General, with whom the control over all the Com¬ 
pany’s affairs in India was to remain. 

As the season advanced, and when intelligence from the 
foreign Presidencies was received, explaining the manner in 
which each of them had acted, in resisting the pretensions of the 
Ambassador and Consuls of the English Company, the Court be¬ 
came satisfied (after expressing their approbation in the strongest 
terms) that the project of sending Dr. Davenant to India, 
had become unnecessary:—^it was, therefore, recommended to 
their General and Presidents, to follow up the same spirited 
measures j and, as they were now vested with the authority 
of Parliament, they trusted they would be enabled to coun¬ 
teract all the projects of the Ambassador, or Consuls of the 
English Company. 


Having 
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Having thus given their opinion of the relative rights of the 
London and of the English Companies, the Court informed 
Sir John Gayer and the President at Surat, that commissions 
were preparing for trying the pirates in India, and, subseipicntly, 
that a Mr. Daniell had been dispatched ovedand to Bombay, 
with an authentic copy of the Act of Parliament, for continuing 
the Company a Corporation, and with a commission, under 
the Great Seal, empowering their Presidencies abroad to bring 
the pirates to trial, in India. As this intelligence was of the 
utmost importance, it wai ordered, that if Mr. Daniel should 
arrive by the 31st August, he was to receive a remuneration of 
^“^00, but, if later than that date, of ^300 only;—and the 
General, farther, was to make it known to the Governor of Surat 
and the other Mogul officers, as well as to the merchants, who 
had suflered from the depredations of the pirates, that Captain 
Gillam, and nine other pirates, had been tried and executed in 
England. 

An event of considerable importance, affecting the Com¬ 
pany’s trade at home, had occurred in this season, or an attempt 
of the Directors of the English Company, on the authority of 



The Fnghsli 
Comp itiy 
seizi-'))- pro¬ 
perty Ui lllitl- 
vidti-iU in tlid 

Tjondoii 


the Act of Parliament by which they had been constituted, to Com pm vs 

^ ^ ships , lor 

seize and confiscate whatever property might reach England, ^hidt the 
belonging to individuals in the London Company’s ships, 
and the following incident furnished them with the means 
of effecting this purpose :—Captain Heath, one of the London 
Company’s Committees, having lost his seat at the April 
election, in revenge, transferred his services to the English 
VOL. III. 2 Z Company, 
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CHAP III 


All private 
properly, in 
future, to 
luue the 
Company’* 
mark im the 
paikages. 


Company, and was elected one of their Directors Heath, who 
was one of the owners of the ship Neptune, employed in the 
London Company’s service, (the first vessel which had arrived 
since the establishment of the English Company,) persuaded 
Captain Lesley, and the purser, to give information what 
private goods were on board, not under the London Com¬ 
pany’s mark;—on this information, a parcel of diamonds, and 
some other goods, belonging to individuals, were seized by the 
King’s officers, as an illicit import, contrary to the Charter of 
the English Company:—^thc London (Etompany resisted a preten¬ 
sion, which would have completely overset their trade, and 
brought the case before the Court of Exclicquer, for trial, by a 
special jury:—^thc jury, on the 38th June, found a verdict in 
favour of the London Company, and the Court of Exchequer 
decided, that it was no trading within the meaning of the Act 
** for establishing the English Company, for any of the Lon- 
“ don Company’s servants in India, at any time, to bring home 
“ their estates acquired there.” 

The English Company, in a few days, applied for a new trial, 
which, after long pleadings, was refused ; and it was admitted, 
(even by the English Company’s counsel,) that all goods, under 
the London Company’s mark, were not matters of dispute. 

The event of this trial induced the Court to dispatch a 
vessel to St. Helena, with private intruetions to the Governor, 
to be communicated to the Captiiins of each ship, as they 
anived, that they should put the Company’s mark on whatever 
private goods wcic on board, which would prevent the repetition 

of 
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of the like claims, and, subsequently, sent similar instructions to chap.iti . 
this effect, to all their Presidencies:—^the consequences of this l/OO-l. 
trial were, that all the other Company’s ships, when they 
arrived, were cdlowed to deliver their cargoes, without any 
interruption by the English Company, and that the public opinion 
of the powers of the London Company wds raised, as they paid 
a dividend of ten per cent, to the Proprietors, which raised <hc 
price of their stock to ^130 per cent. 

The London Company’s trade was, however, this year. Court s or- 
affected, by the duty of fift^n per cent, which had been imposed mTLmcnt 
on all manufactured Indian goods imported.—this duty induced the Prohibi- 
the Court to send orders to their foreign Presidencies, to vary 
in the investments from Persia, and from Surat, by providing, 
in place of those articles, as much raw-silk and cotton-yarn as 
could be procured. 

In this situation, Mr, Secretary Vernon, by order of the Transaction! 
King, notified to the London Company, that, in the preceding 
year, after the Bill for continuing them a Corporation had passed Uio'i'wo’com.l 
both houses, but previously to its receiving the Royal Assent, their i’view' 
Governor and Committees had readily agreed to the recom*- 
mendation of the King, of forming an Union with the English 
Company, and desired to know what measures had been taken 
by them, to this effect. 

In consequence of this notice, a Court of the Generality 
(Proprietors) was called, on the 23d December 1700, at whicli 
it was resolved, “ that this Company, as they have always been, 

“ so arc they still ready to embrace every opportunity, by whicli 
2 Z 2 “ they 
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CHAP. III. 

iTooH. 


they limy manifest their duty to His Majestie, and zeal for the 
public good, and that they are desirous to contribute their 
“ utmost endeavours for the preservation of the East-India trade 
“ to this kingdom, and are willing to agree with the New Com> 
“ pany, upon reasonable terms.” 

This resolution was communicated to the English Company, 
by Mr. Secretary Vernon, with a request, to know the terms 
upon n Inch they were willing to unite with the London Com¬ 
pany; and, in consequence, a General Court of the English 
Company was held at Skinner’s Hall, on the 2d January I 7 OO-I, 
which came to the following resolutions, as “ reasonable termsy* 
upon which they were willing to unite with the London Com¬ 
pany, viz. that both Companies should bring home their effects 
without delay, pay all their debts, and divide the surplus among 
their respective Proprietors;—that, after a certain day (to be after¬ 
wards agreed on) both Companies should cease from exporting 
goods, separately;—that the ^315,000 subscribed by Mr. John 
Dubois, should be added to the stock of the English Company; 
•o-that, to enable the London Company to have their propor¬ 
tionate share in the trade, they should be allowed to purchase 
^344,000 of the stock of the English Company (in addition to 
the ££316,000 above mentioned) so as to entitle the London 
Company to one-third part of the whole Joint Stock and trade; 
—and that the valuation of the Dead Stock of the London Com¬ 
pany, and of the Settlements of the English Company, with the 
oxpcnces of the Embassy to the Great Mogul, should be adjusted 
by arbitration. 


In 
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In tBis situation, Mr. Secretary Vernon desired a conference 
with the Governor and Committees of the London Company, I 7 OO-I, 
and informed them, “ that His Majesty was glad to find that the 
“ London Company were disposed tO' unite with the English 
“ Company, on reasonable terms, and that he would willingly 
** know, from themselves, what those terms are.” 

A General Court was accordingly summoned, on the 27th 
January I 7 OO-I, at which it was resolved, “ that what terms 
“ may be judged reasonable, they doc humbly conceive must 
“ arise from a treaty, and that they have appointed seaven per- 
** sons of this Company, to treat with the like number of the 
“ English Company, in order to an Union.” 

Having thus stated the circumstances in which the London Compant'* 
Company’s rights, at home, were placed, we have next to advert tiionwJ by 

King'll torn* 

to the instructions, founded on them, under which the comman- to 

HM7e pirates, 

ders of their ships, and their foreign Presidencies, were to act. bfig 

* them to trial 

The commanders, in consequence of a petition from the luindn. 
Company, to His Majesty, received King’s commissions to stop 
and seize all pirates and their vessels, and to send them to the 
respective Presidencies, to be brought to trial and condemnation 
in the Courts of Admiralty, the establishment of which has- 
already been noticed. 

The General at Bombay was ordered to provide shipping Como^sto 
to repel, by force, the aggressions of the Portuguese; and, as, 

iLsiiiin. Cum- 
far 

(1)—Minute* of the General Court* of the London Company, 23d December lyoo, 
and 27lh January 170O-I, and of the General Court of the English Company, 2d January 
J70O-I. (East* India Papers in the State Paper OIEce, part 11., No 46, 49, 50 ) 
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CHAP. III. far as related to Surat, both the General and the President 

1700 - 1 . were to endeavour, by every possible expedient, to divest them- 

I’eased^'lrom selves of any obligations from the Bond of Security, which had 

the securily- , . , ^ /. « 

bonds, been extorted from them by the Governor of Surat, and to 
refuse sending any farther convoys, with the Mogul ships, to 
Juddu and Mocha, unless security should prenously be granted, 
for payment of the freight;—should this proceeding render the 
Company’s trade at Surat impracticable, discretionary powers 
were given, to remove the Factory from Surat to “ Gounan,” 
in the Mahratta country. 

Commercni Tlie commercial instructions proceeded on the Court’s 

inktructions * 

Gajer and" intentions to employ shipping and stock, this season, at least to 

piMidcut as large an amount as in the preeeding one, explaining, that the 
Europe goods would be invoicetl at prime cost, to facilitate the 
sale of them; and, with regard to the imports, the order was 
repeated, to obtain as much Persian raw-silk, and red Caramania 
wool, as could be purchased, though the Court were aware, that 
it would be impracticable to engross this last article, as the 
Persians used such large quantities of it, in the manufacture of 
carpets. The Court, at this time, requested Sir John Gayer, if 
his health permitted, not to return to England, because, from 
his abilities and hrmness, they expected he would be able to 
resist the intemperate proceedings of Sir Nicholas Waite, wdu'ch 
haul been condemned, even by his own employers; find that 
lie would also check the fraudulent schemes of the Native 
brokers, and give a more distinct form to the accounts of the 
Presidency of Surat;—for these purposes, he was vested with 

discretionary 
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discretionary powers to resettle all the inland Factories, if, c hap, hi 
from observation of the political situation of the country, he IJ^OO-l. 
should deem it probable, that the investments, by this expedient, 
could be increased, and the Company obtain a greater and 
more valuable share of Indian produce for the Europe mar* 
ket.(') 

The favourable aspect of the Company’s rights and trade in 'ihe Km^ of 
Persia, the account of which had reached the Court, at SOllLlUd to 

1 1 « , , 1 . 1 • encourage 

the close of the preceding year, induced them, early in tins the export of 
• ... 1 . 1 raw.»iJk. 

season, to improve on the tavours granted by the King ot 

Persia, by sending him a valuable present, as a mark of their 
gratitude j—the present consisted of optical glasses of all des¬ 
criptions, exclusively, for this sovereign, and a collection of rich 
sword blades, for Ids selection, and for presents to his principal 
officers :—^tliough satisfied with the privileges which had been 
obtained, a regret was expressed, that the right of exporting 
raw-silk had not been petitioned for, after the King visited the 
Factory; Mr. Oliver, therefore, who was now appointed Chief 
in Persia, and Mr. Bruce, second, were ordered to present a 
petition for this privilege, which had become of more impor¬ 
tance, from the prohibition to import Indian wrought goods, and 

the 

(I)—Letters from the Court to the Gencrd and Council at Bombay, 25th April, 3J 
8th and loth May, and 2lst August 1700.—— Letter (pnvate) from the Court to Sir John 
Gayer, 8th May 1700——. Letters from the Court to the President and Council at Surat, 

25th April and 21st August J700.- Letter from the Court to the Governor of St. 

Helena, 28lh June 1700.- Petition from the Company to His Majesty, praying that 

Commissions might be granted to the Captains of their ships, to capture piratical vessels m 
the East-lndies, 1700. (East'India Papers in the State Paper Office, Fart ii. No 52 ) 
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CHAP. lit , the necessity of having a large supply of raw-silk to acconi- 
1700-1. iiiudiitc die manufactures iu England. 

This general instruction comprelicnded the \ihole of the 
Court’s views for this season, with the addition, only, that the 
Agents should recover, if possible, the year’s customs in dispute, 
and act with the same firmness as had been shewn by the 
Company’s Presidents in India, towards the ships or servants of 
the English Company, should they attempt the introduction of 
their trade in Persia.^') 

Coiiifj 111 - The information which the Court had received from Pre- 

$truilions to 

PuMdent sident Pitt and his Council at Fort St. Gf.org£, on the preca- 

Put, at Fort 

St Gforge, rious tcnupc of rights under Phirmaunds, or grants, from the 

and then ap- _ ° . . 

probation of Nutive Powcrs, wliilc the country was divided, between the 

Im conduct ^ 

Hindoo Chiefs and the Mogul, and while the permanency of 
the authority of the latter, from his great age was daily 
becoming uimc doubtful, induced them to confine their 
orders, for this season, to two points only;—that of placing 
the Fort and their other possessions, particularly Vizagapatam, 
in a respectable state of defence, to resist any attack which 
might be made on them, on the war in India becoming general, 
that the Natives might be convinced, the power remained with 
the London, and the pretensions to it, only, with the English 
Company; and that of increasing the investment, the shipping 
and stock being proportionably augmented. 

After 

(1)—Letters from the Court to the Agents ind Councils in Persu^ 3d and 4th May, 
and 31st August lyoo. 



EAST-INDIA COMPANf. 


361 


After expressing their approbation of President Pitt’s con- 
duct, in resisting the claims of Consul Pitt and Sir William 1700-1. 

Exemplifica- 

Norris. the Court repeated the same information which had “on, under 

X , ^ I 1 > Great 

been sent to Sir John Gayer, on the relative circumstances of Seal, of the 

Act for con- 

the two Companies in England, and transmitted to him the Act tmumg the 

London 

of Parliament, for continuing the London Company a Corpora- Company a 

1 r Corporation, 

tion, exemplified under the Great Seal, to be produced as the best 
answer to the pretensions of the superior and controlling powers 
of the English Company. The Court, though satisfied that this 
document would lower the pretensions of their rival, were aware, 
that it would have little effect on the Natives, who would rather 
be influenced by the appearance of strength in the fortifications, 
and hy the London Company remaining in possession of 
them, than by any European titles of honour, which the ser¬ 
vants of the English Company might assume;—it was, however, 
distinctly explained to President Pitt, that the Ambassador had 
no public orders from Government, to do any thing to the detri¬ 
ment of the London Company, whatever private instructions he 
might have received, from the Directors of the English Company; 
the strongest possible evidence of which was, the decision of a 
Court of law, which protected all goods having the London 
Company’s mark on them. 

Though the amount of the stock consigned, this season, to Equipment* 

° and Slock tor 

Fort St. George, was considerable, the Court expected that the Coast and 
funds might be encreased, by augmenting the revenue; it was, 
therefore, recommended, that the beetle and tobacco duties 
should be farmed, and the rate of taxes equalized, which would 
VOL. lir. 3 A be 
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be on encouragement to the Joint-stock Native Merchants, by 
1700 - 1 . ^vbtjuj it was expected, goods for the investment mighty both in 
price and quality, be brought within the Company’s Settlements; 
and, to render Madras a more desirable residence for the Natives, 
it was ordered, that vegetables and fruit of every kind should be 
allowed to be sent to market, free of duties, and the labour of the 
poor, on the fortifications, accepted, in lieu of their payment of 
taxes;—^farther, to supply the town with fire-wood, trees were 
to be planted on the Bounds, as a future source of this necessary 
article. 

The ships for the season were seven, for Coast and Bay, 
with a stock of ^450,000. In providing the investment, it was 
recommended, that the goods should be of the first quality, 
equal to those which, in last season, had been imported on 
private account, which were finer, and twenty per cent, cheaper 
than those which had been received in the Company’s ware¬ 
houses, a circumstance which required the President and 
Council’s particular attention. 

Kew ar- As the correspondence had, hitherto, been without arrange- 

fw^hreSr- ment, and, of course, the communications, from their foreign 
o7!he S|n Establishments, mixed and indistinct, the Mowing method was, 
Seitiementa. to observed, in all the dispatches to and from 

India:—the subjects in each letter were to be arranged under 
six beads; 1st. “ Shipping and Goods sent from England ;— 
“ 2d. Investments in India; —3d. Trade in general 
** Revenues and Fortifications FactorSf Writers^ Offieei's, 

“ and 
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“ and Soldiers ;—and 6th. Matters relating to the New 
“ Company” l/OO-l. 

It havinp been observed, from recent transactions, that Mr Gabnei 

° ^ _ RuberiR ap- 

there was a want of unanimity in the Council of Fort St. pon tfd ‘'u- 

perCiiico for 

George, which required the renewal of the powers with ciiina. and, 

° ^ on iu8 return, 

which President Pitt had been vested, the Court signified fiovemorof 

® Foil St. Di- 

their intentions of confirming his authority, and directed, 
that when any Member of Council, should dissent from the 
majority, the reasons of such dissent should be entered on the 
consultations, that the Court might have information of the 
capacities and dispositions of all their servants;—it was, also, 
ordered, that Mr. Gabriel Roberts, one of the Committees, or 
Directors, was to proceed as Supercargo, on the Loyal Cooke, 
for China, and to return from thence to the Coast:—on his 
arrival there, be was to be appointed Governor of Fort St. 

David, with a salary of ^100 per annum, and to rank, in 
Council, next to President Pitt. 

There docs not appear, this season, any particular instruc- Gmrrai m- 

. * 1 ^ It Btriii-tion* for 

tions to the Agent at Bencoolen, except that he was to com- Beiu-ouien. 
municate with President Pitt, to whom this Agency was subor¬ 
dinate. As accounts had been received, of the unhealthy situa- 
ti(Mi of the place, and as the collections of produce had been 
scanty, from the constant quarrels among the Rajahs, or petty 
chiefs, the walls of the Fort were ordered to be repaired and 
strengthened, barracks for soldiers, and an hospital built, and 
one hundred Caflrees embarked from Fort St. George, on 
3 A 2 small 
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CHAP, in . gniall vessels, intended equally to serve the purposes of trade and 
ITOoTl. of defence. (•) 

Equipments From the information which had been received of the state 
Bengar^^d of their Factories and trade in Bengal, and of the conduct 
fSe'nJJi- of Mr. Beard towards Sir Edward Littleton, the President of 
Cancel" ‘ ^ the English Company, the Court, (after expressing their fullest 
approbation of Mr. Beard's proceedings,) ordered him to 
strengthen the fortifications at Fort William as much as 
could be done, without offending the Mogul's officers;—this 
measure had become more necessary, from the expectation 
of the convulsions which must ensue on the Mogul's death; 
and a supply of soldiers had been embarked, to form a 
garrison, for whom proper barracks were immediately to be 
built. 

These general directions were accompanied with a repetition 
of the information given to the oth^ Presidencies, of the 
relative rights of the London and English Companies, in 
England, and of the effect of the Prohibition Act against im¬ 
porting Indian wrought goods, after Michaelmas 1701, on which 
the Court explained,, that ** such goods were to pay no customs 
“ after that period, but, only two and a half per cent, sub- 
“ sidythis would serve as a relief, by enabling the Com¬ 
pany 

( 1 )—Letter* from the Court to the Pretideot and Council of Fort St. Geoi^e, IStit^ 
and a6th June, 21stAuguft, 20th Norember, 6th December IJOO, 6th and 15th January 
and 14th February l 700 'l.-«~i Letter ^rirate) from the Court to Fleiident Pitt, 15tb 
January 1700-1. 
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panytokeep the goods in warehouses, for re-exportation, with- chap m . 
out material loss. 1^00-1. 

The equipments and stock of this season were enumerated, 
and of the .^450,000, specified to be sent to Coast and Bay, 
^250,000 was intended for Bengal. To facilitate the provision 
of investments, authority was given to settle as many inland 
Factories, as the President might think would enlarge the pur¬ 
chases, particularly those at Cossimbuzar and Patna. 

For the improvement of the navigation of the Ganges, the 
number of pilots were to be increased, and all ships of four 
hundred tons, and under, were to proceed up the river direct to 
Calcutta, and ships above that burthen were to go no higher 
than Ballasore;—^farther, to improve the navigation, a “ Bank- 
sal ” was to be built at Kedgeree, and one or two small vessels 
were to be sent from Surat, or Fort St. George, and employed 
in this service, on the Ganges. 

After repeating the same detail, relatively to the English 
Company, as given to the Presidencies of Surat and Fort St. 

George, the caution, to prevent the Company's mark being put 
on any of the goods of the English Company, is particularly 
required, as this mistake had occasioned considerable ditficulties 
in England :—^the same directions are added, for placing the cor¬ 
respondence under specific heads, as sent to Fort St. George, 
which were to be, in future, observed by the Presidency of Fort 
William. <*> 

The 

( 1 )—Letter! from the Court to the Freiident and Council at Fort William, 21it Anguit, 
agth Npvember Ijroo, and 10th January lyoo-l. 
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c^pjH TJie opening of a more direct communication with China, 
1700-1. in the preceding season, was one of the expedients adopted for 

Direct tr.tde . • i 

to China en- enlarging the langc of the Company s commerce; but, in these- 

crCiticd, . 111(1 

connected, qucl, wc shall discovcr, that the English Company, in this season, 
exchanges, rcsolvcd to fit out equipments with larije stock, to make a simi- 

wilh the Pe- * ° _ 

ninsuia of In- Jar experiment in the China trade. It, probably, was to coun¬ 
teract the speculation of the English Company, that the London 
Company resolved to pre-occupy the China market:—^Fort St. 
George had always been the station with which the London 
Company had endeavoured to connect trade with Java, Su¬ 
matra, the Spice Islands, Tonquin, Japan, and recently with 
China; and being, at this period, more fully established on the 
Coromandel Coast, and in 'possession of its trade, without the 
ancient rivalship of the Dutch, it was concluded, that a direct 
trade between England and China was more practicable, than 
on any former occasion, and that circuitous exchanges, between 
the Coromandel Coast and that empire, would yield a cer¬ 
tain profit; the ship, Phoenix, therefore, was taken up for the 
China trade, to remain in the country for two years, and to 
trade betw'een Fort St. George and China, while the Northum¬ 
berland and the Dashw^ood were to proceed to China direct, and 
thence return to Europe. 

The instructions to the Supercargoes on these vessels were, 
in substance, the same as in the preceding season, that is, they 
were to proceed direct for Canton;—to observe the directions 
given for packing the teas, and procuring other China arti¬ 
cles, and, as the British stapie of woollen-cloth was invoiced 

at 



BAST-TNDIA COMPANY. 


367 


at prime cost, to facilitate the sale, the whole reliance for profit 
was placed on the prices which the China produce would 
bring, in the Europe market. As a separate instruction, the 
Supercargoes were to collect all the information they could, 
respecting the measures which the English Company’s vessels, 
destined for that quarter, had pursued, that, by stock and by 
purchases, the London Company might counteract them, and 
obtain a preference in the China market. 

As the season advanced, the ship. Loyal Cooke, was also 
equipped for the China trade, and Mr. Roberts (as has been 
noticed) one of the Committees, or Directors, appointed 
Supercargo, to proceed to Amoy, with powers, exclusively, to 
make provision of China goods, suited to the Indian and 
Europe markets, and to obtain gold, in exchange, which, 
on his return to Fort St. George, was to be coined into 
pagodas at the mint, and applied to the purchase of invest¬ 
ments. 


The enfeebled state of the Mogul’s health, and his great Phirmmn.N 

® to be bolir't. 

age, had encouraged, not only his sons to engage in intrigues 
for the succession, and to keep their forces ready for action, but 
had stimulated the Hindoo Chiefs, who had been overawed by '• 

the 

(l;—'Letters and Instructions from the Court to the Supercargoes proceed ng to Cliu a. 

30lh October 1/00, and 12th February 1700 > 1 .- Letters from the Court to the rrcsideat 

aud Council of Fort bt. George, 2uih NoTember, and Oih December 1100: 
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Emperor, to prepare armies to take the field, and recover 
I 7 OO-I. their independence. The Emperor’s death was thus anticipated, 
as the signal for a general war in the Peninsula, in which, 
whoever might be the victor, the Phirmaunds of which the 
London Company were possessed, could not be considered as 
any security for privileges, but only as grants, to which an 
appeal might be made, in subsequent applications. The Euro¬ 
pean nations, particularly the London Company, however, 
continued to solicit those Phirmaunds, rather to impress the 
Mogul Government with an opinion of their obsequiousness, 
than with the hope of deriving permanent advantages from 
them. During this suspension of the energies of the Mogul 
Government, and under the dread of a civil war, the European 
Companies, having Factories, had recourse, on every occasion, 
to expedients and to bribes, at the Mogul's Court, and submitted 
to have these doubled by the extortions of the Native Governors, 
whose situations being precarious, impelled them to amass that 
wealth, with which they could purchase their continuance in 
office, or conciliate a new Sovereign, and new ministeis, for pro- 
teetion ;—^these feelings, both of the Native Governors, and of 
the Company’s Presidencies, rendered negotiation expensive, and 
the evasion of extortions frequently impracticable. 

Danger to the At no period in the history of Indian affairs, could the 

^^ade^ 'frotn appearau^ of opposition and animosity, between the subjects of 
tioiisof the the English nation, have been more ill timed or absurd, both 
nic« for because the distinction of Companies, proceeding on grants of 
pruiiegea. Qrowu of England, or on grants derived from an Act of 

the 
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the Euglisli Legislature, could not be understood, in a distant chap in 
country, or under a government ai'bitrary in its character, and l/OO-l. 
dependent for its permanency, on the issue of civil wars for the 
succession, and because, whoever might be the victor, the 
Hindoo Chiefs would seize every opportunity to throw off their 
dependence on an Empire founded on conquest, and resting only 
on the uncertain result of battles. 

Such M'as the actual state of India, at the period when 
the servants of the English Company were to negotiate, by an 
Ambassador and by Consuls, for the acquisition of the privi- 
leges, under which the London Company, for a century, had 
acted, and been enabled to preserve a direct intercourse between 
England and the East-Indies. It may be easily supposed, that 
the servants of the London Company would struggle to preserve 
their privileges and trade, at the risk, sometimes, of their lives, 
and, frequently, of losing the property and trade of their 
employers. 

It is painful (even at this distant period) to trace the conse¬ 
quences of the mistaken policy in England, which exposed its sub¬ 
jects abroad, to such perils, and their commercial relations with 
the East-Indies, to such dangers j and a review of the events, as 
they oGCurred, will afford strong evidence of the folly of depart¬ 
ing from practice, and relying on specious theories, in a subject, 
of all others, the least calculated to admit of them, or the 
navigation and trade of a commercial kingdom. 

Sir John Gayer and President Colt, who had the administra- The migra¬ 
tion of the London Company’s privileges and trade in the West of It sir nIcI.u- 
VOL*. III. 3 B India, 
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ilL India, were exposed to great difficulties, from the political state 
India, and from the conduct of the Interlopers and pirates, at the 
produces an opening of the season I 7 OO-I, when. Sir Nicholas Waite arrived 

order from 

tiie Mogul to at Surat ; and, whatever merit may be assigned to this Agent of 

atop the Lon¬ 
don the English Company for his zeal, it was chance, not prudence, 

Surat. tiiat prevented his bringing ruin on himself, and on his opponents. 

The first measure of Sir Nicholas Waite have already- 
been mentioned, or that, by his own authority, he removed the 
flag of the London Company, and that this rashness was cor¬ 
rected, by the interference of the Gkwernor of Surat, to conci¬ 
liate whom he was obliged to give a large present, before he 
could obtain permission to hoist the King's flag, on the house 
which he hired :—not satisfied with this public mark of his 
Consular authority, he affixed a notice on diflferent places in the 
city, prohibiting all persons from taking passports from the 
London Company :—^this second act of indiscretion, the Governor 
checked, by ordering the notices to be torn down. In this stage 
of the proceedings, the men of war arrived, but the com¬ 
manders of them were at a loss which Company to support, the 
London Company, whose privileges even the Act of Parliament 
had continued, till September I 7 OI, or the English Company, 
which assumed to themselves the control, not of the Interlopers 
only, but of the London Company's trade and affairs. 

These circumstances account for the inactive conduct of the 
King’s officers, who, instead of proceeding to suppress the 
pirates, suspended all operations, till the Agents of the two 
Companies could explain, in what manner they could aflbrd 

protection 
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protection to each. President Colt, with reason, complained to 
the Commander of the Fleet, that the London Company’s estate 
had been exposed to danger, and that the demands of the 
Governor, founded on the Bond of Security which had been 
extorted from him, were excessive, particularly the payment of 
a compensation for a Turkish vessel, belonging to Hossan 
Ammeddon, brother of the Sherif of Judda, taken by the 
pirates in 1698. In this state of affairs, an order came fnwn 
the Mogul, proceeding on information received from the English 
Company’s Agents, that the pirates were, in fact, no other 
than the London Company’s vessels, and, therefore, that their 
servants wtre not to be permitted to go out of the city:—^in 
this distress. President Colt and his Council applied to the Com> 
manders of the King’s ships for protection, and presented 
petitions to the Governor, and to his son, for their freedom i — 
in answer, they were told, that the Mogul’s order was so positive, 
that though provisions might be allowed to be sent to their ships 
at Swally, the trade must remain at a stand, till compensation 
should be made.to the Turkish merchant. 

This state of affairs opened a correspondence betwem 
President Colt and Sir Nicholas Waite, in which the former 
accused the latter of having, by large presents to the Gover¬ 
nor, influenced him against the London Company, and in 
which the latter denied that he had accused them of being 
pirates, but declared his intention of not taking their servants 
under his protection, adding, that they must be answerable 
for their debts j a responsibility to which President Colt 
3 B 2 could 
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HI. could have uo objection, if, by debts, was to be understood 
3700 - 1 . their lawful debts, but not sums which might be demanded of 
them, by way of compensation, to make good the depredations 
of the pirates. 

Tills explanation brought matters, between President Colt 
and Sir Nicholas Waite, to issue; the one, satisfied that he had 
aniiUosity and pretensions to superior authority, to expect; and 
the other, that compliance with these pretensions, was a sacrifice, 
to which the servants of the London Company would not sub¬ 
mit :—^Mr. Colt, that he might render the business no longer 
doubtful, by a formal protest, disavowed any authority which 
Sir Nicholas Waite might pretend to have, over the'concerns of 
the London Company:—a correspondence, on this subject, also 
commenced, in which Mr. Colt adhered to this principle, and 
Sir Nicholas Waite continued to assert his powers, as Consul 
for the English nation. 

The question respecting the claim of the Turkish merchant 
continued to be urged by the Governor, and to be waved by 
President Colt, who offered a bribe to him,* and to his son, 
to soften their rigorous measures, under the order of the Mogul, 
but refused to pay the compensation, because this would be ad¬ 
mitting that the London Company's ships had, in' fact, been the 
pirates:—^In this dilemma, the President requested Sir John 
Gayer, as soon as the Company's shipping should arrive at 
Bombay, to appear, himself, off Surat, and by his own authority, 
endeavour to get the dispute adjusted, in which event, the port 
* would 
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be opened, and the goods, which had been prefiafed for the 
investment, put on board. 1700 - 1 . 

Every day produced some new event, to heighten the 
embaiTassments of the Presidency. The Governor next demanded, 
that, should the pirate vessel which had robbed the Turkish 
merchant be taken, Mr. Colt should ^ve an obligation that it 
should be brought to Surat:—^this Mr. Colt refused, as beyond 
his power, and could only have recourse, in this distress, to the 
expedient of not granting recommendatory letters to the mer¬ 
chants, such as he had given since the arrival of the English 
Company’s Consul. 

In the month of November I 7 OO, Sir John Gayer appeared Tiie Gover¬ 
nor of Sunt 

off Surat, and affairs became more urgent, by the Governor continues to 

oppress the 

requiring Sir Nicholas Waite, to give his security for any 
damages which the London Company’s ships might do to the Company 
merchant vessels belonging to the port; a demand which he 
evaded, by offering to give this security, on condition that the 
London Company should be excluded from the trade. Under these 
circumstances, tbe Governor siized the letters of President Colt to 
Sir John Gayer, and had recourse to the English Company’s 
servants to translate them :—this insidious task heightened the 
difficulty, both because the accuracy of the translation was 
questioned by President Colt, and because the Governor was still 
unwilling to proceed to extremities, under the Mogul’s order, lest 
the trade should he lost to Surat. This hesitation still kejit the 
servants of the London Company in suspense, for the Governor 

threatened, 
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CHAP, iir . threatened that, unless compensation should immediatdy he made 

I 7 OO-I. to Hossan Ammedon, the Mogul would require eighty lacks of 
rupees, calculated to be the amount of all the losses sustained 
by the pirates, since the year 1685. 

The transactions with the Governor, at last, terminated in 
his promising to write to Court, about the business of the Turkish 
merchant, and to allow the goods to be sent to Swally, provided 
the treasure should be brought on shore, as this would, better 
than any other act, confute the insinuations of Sir Nicholas 
Waite, and prove the confidence which the London Company 
had in the Mogul’s justice. 

SirWiiiiiim Affairs were in this state of confusion, in the month of 

Norriiarrives 

»t Surat, and, December 1700, when Sir William Norris, the Ambassador, 

hy large 

bribes, ob- arrived at Surat, from Masulipatam, from which port all his 

tains permis* * * 

a pubiic”en* ^ appear in the sequel, to proceed, by Golcondah, to 

the Mogul’s camp, had proved ineffectual. 

The proceedings of Sir William Norris were equally in¬ 
temperate as those of Sir Nicholas Waite, in whom he placed 
his principal confidence. His first order was to strike the Union 
flag on the London Company’s ship, Tavistock, which the 
captmn (from Sir John Gayer being on shore) imprudently 
obeyed ;—^this incident induced the Native oflicers to beUeve that 
Sir William Norris’s rank was superior to that of Sir John 
Gayer, who immediately ordered the flag to be rehoisted. 

The fortunate arrival of the Act of Parliament, which con- 
turned the Isondon Company a Corporation, was immediately 

notified 
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notified to Sir Nicholas Waite, and again put the claims of the 
respective Companies more on a state of equality. 1/00-1. 

It was to retrieve the affairs of the English Company, 
shaken by this event, that Sir William Norris, at the great ex- 
pence of a thousand gold mohurs to the Governor, five hundred 
to his son, and three hundred to two of his principal officers^ 
obtainedpermission to make his public entry into Surat:—these 
payments. President Colt concluded, would render it impossible 
for Sir Nicholas Waite to dispatch the English Company’s ships 
with full cargoes *—^not satisfied with this-profusion. Sir Nicholas 
Waite gave another bribe of three thousand gold mohurs to the 
Governor, if he would stop the London Company’s trade, till the 
ships of the English Company should be dispatched; by these 
means he again threw the London Company’s trade into the 
utmost distress, the Governor pretending that a Turkish ship 
had been taken by the pirates, with the knowledge of President 
Colt, and it was not till the 30th of December, that this pretext 
was laid aside, and the ships allowed to be laden, and to proceed 
on their voyage. 

Sir Nicholas Waite, by order of Sir William Norris, in the . 
next place, formally notified to Sir John Gayer, that the Ambas¬ 
sador’s commission would be publicly read, on the 28th December, 
and required that he, and all the English under his authority, 
should be present;—in answer. Sir John Gayer disavowed all 
dependence on the Andbassador or Consul, even under their own 
Act of Parliament j but, as an Act had passed continuing the 
London Company a Corporation, he protested, that neither the 

Ambassador, 
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C HAP HT Ambassador, nor the Consul, had the least authority over the 

I 7 OO-I. servants of the London Company. 

Sir John As neither the presence of Sir John Gayer at Surat, nor 

G lycr s( nds 

jin Arinciuau hi’s, and President Colt’s applications to the Governor, could 

Vakeel to ’ ^ ’ 

Com I relieve them from the demands for compensation, for damages 
done by the pirates, and as Sir William Norris, instead of 
abating the insinuations against the London Company, had 
brought accusations, not only before the Governor, but had 
fonvarded them to the Mogul, the seizure of the Company’s 
property, and the imprisonment of their servants, were again 
apprehended; it was, therefore, on consultation, resolved, to 
send an Armenian Vakeel to Court, to assist the Vakeel which 
President Pitt had dispatched from Madras, in frustrating Sir 
William N6rris’s plans, who was now preparing for his journey. 
It was farther determined, that, as far as the Act of Parliament 
in favour of the English Company, could be counteracted by 
the Act, which continued the London Company a Corporation, 
that such part of the London Company’s Act, as was necessary 
for the information of the Mogul and of his ministers, should be 
translated into Persian:—^the event, however, soon discovered, 
that, in the view of these people, it was neither an Act of Parlia¬ 
ment in -favour of the one, nor of the other Company, but the 
amount of the presents, or bribes, which each, or either, could 
pay, that would procure protection, or Phirmaunds. 

The Governor of Surat, at this crisis, sent his son to 
know, if President Colt would give three lacks of rupees to the 
Mdgul, and, at the same time, made a similar demand on Sir 

Nicholas 
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Nicholas Waite. In the application to President Colt, the etJA r. m . 
Governor’s son intimated, that Sir Nicholas Waite had 17^^ 
given a written promise for four lacks of rupees, and that 
this document had been sent to Court; but if the President 
would promise to give three lacks, the Governor would write 
to Court, in favor of the London Company, and obtain an 
order to have the English Company excluded from the trade; 
that is, the Governor was putting up the privileges of trade to 
sale, and would grant them to the highest purchaser -in one 
respect, however, it was evident, that the Governor had not 
the same opinion of the capacity of the English Company to pay, 
as he had of. the London Company, for he offered to sell the 
Mogul’s favor to the latter, for a less sum than he pretended had 
been promised to him by the former; and this opinion he could 
not but entertain, from having observed that the Consul was 
much pressed for money, and anxiously expecting the arrival of 
shipping for his relief. 

The next measure of Sir William Norris was still more Sir Wiiham 

. , , , Norrii seizei 

intemperate, and discovered, that neither precedence, nor com- two Membert 

mercial advantages, were the motives of Sir Nicholas Waite, or the Com¬ 
pany’s Coun- 

Ainbassador, but disappointment, and revenge on the London Lii^at^sur^it. 
Company’s servants, to whom they attributed the opposition and 
difficulties they had experienced. Sir Nicholas Waite, on the 22d '» 

UicGovfnior. 

January 1700-1, applied to the Governor to have the London 
Company’s servants put in irons, for an insult which, he asserted, 
had been offered to the Ambassador:—when this demand was 
VOL. III. 3 C refused, 
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Infused, Sir William Norris seized Mr. Wyche and Mr. Garnett^ 
1700-1. tvro of the Council of the London Company, and Mr. Richard¬ 
son, their Secretary, put them in confinement, and then deli¬ 
vered them to the Governor, “ with their hands tied,” who 
detained them, till they found security for their appearance 
before him, when called. Against this outrage on English 
subjects, (servants of a Company, whose term, even by the Act 
constituting the English Company, liad not expired, and who 
had been continued a Corporation,) Sir John Gayer protested, 
on the 2&th January I 7 OO-I, declaring the Consul and Ambas¬ 
sador responsible for this injustice, and, at the same time, 
presented a petition to the Governor of Surat, praying for 
his protection, and that he might be allowed to take a copy 
of any accusations against him by the English Company, that a 
true state of the case might be transmitted to the Mogul:— 
Two days afterwards, on the 27 th January I 7 OO-I, Sir William 
Norris set out from Surat, on his journey to the Mogul’s Court, 
and his progress will be traced in the foreign transactions of the 
English Company, this season. 


Sir John 
Gayer, Pre¬ 
sident Colt, 
and the 
Council of 
Surat, seized, 
by order of 
the Mogul. 


Not contented with this violence, Sir Nicholas Waite 
seduced one of the Factors of the London Company, to steal and 
deliver to him, copies of all letters which had passed between 
President Colt and Sir John Gayer, that they might be given to 
Sir William Norris. 


Whether the unfounded representations of Sir Nicholas 


Waite were more listened to, at the Mc^ul’s Court, than the me¬ 


morials of Sir John Gayer and President Colt, it is impossible to 


determine. 
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determine, though it is probable, from the report of the Gover- 
nor, that he could not draw from either Company the sums requir- 1700 -1* 
ed, and considered the London Company as most capable to make 
payments ; for an order arrived from the Mogul, on the 8th 
February I 7 OO-], to seize on the property and servants of the 
London Company. Under this order. Sir John Gayer, Presi¬ 
dent Colt, and the Members of Council, were confined, and 
“ barbarously used and what confirms the suspicion, that 
this treatment was referable only to an opinion that they could 
pay better than their opponents, was an offer by the Gover¬ 
nor, that if two lacks and a half of rupees were paid to 
Hossan Ammedon, and other merchants who had suffered 


from the pirates, they would not only be set at liberty, but 
allowed to pnjceed with their trade:—^with firmness, however, 
the General, President, and Council, refused compliance, and 
remained in confinement, and, at length, owed their partial 
deliverance to a representation made by the Surat merchants, 
that they could not send their ships to sea, unless they were 
furnished with recommendatory letters by the President of 
the London Company;—^the Governor, to obtain these letters, 
allowed them to return to their Factory, and proceed with 
their business, but confined the General and President to their 
house, on which he placed a guard. 


Affairs were in this situation, when Sir William Norris Sir John 
was on his journey to Court, and when the Armenian Vakeel, rommendi 

, , _ ■withdrawing 

sent by the London Company to counteract his negotiations, the London 
reached Aurangabad, and received intelligence that the Vakeel Factory from 

^ Surat. 

3 C 2 of 
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CHAP [H. of Piesident Pitt had arrived, and had been favorably received. 
1700Sir John Gayer, however, appears to have been so doubtful of 
the result of these untoward events, that, in bis private letter to 
the Court, 20 th March I7OO-I, he suggested the plan of with¬ 
drawing the Factory from Surat, for some time, in which case, 
all those demands which had been made on the London 
Company, for compensation to the Mogul’s subjects, for losses 
by the pirates, would be immediately transferred to the English 
Company, who would then experience the same oppressions 
which they had brought on their opponents ;—^this measure 
he held to be the more necessary, as a Surat ship had lately 
arrived, which had been plundered by a pirate, which satis¬ 
fied him (notwithstanding the appearance of favor in the 
Governor) that new demands would arise for reparation of this 
loss. 

Four diiips situation, we have to leave, for this season, the 

Jail’d with"fn London Company's aifairs, in the West of India, and it may 
invLsimeiit easily presumed, that the state of their trade could not 
be prosperous. In the beginning of the season, the President 
and Council reported, that they had provided cargoes for four 
ships, which had exhausted their stock, and occasioned a debt 
of 288,000 rupees, and, therefore, requested, that a large stock 
might be sent, by the ships of next season, as the only effectual 
means of counteracting the projects, and depressing the trade of 
their adversaries As the season advanced, they represented, 
that, under all their difficulties, they liad made provision for a 
sufficient investment, but, were not permitted to ship the goods; 

—that, 
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•—that, besides, they had not been allowed a place in the mint chap. hi. 
to coin money, but, notwithstanding the clamours of the I 7 OO-I, 
brokers, they anticipated being ultimately successful, in exclud¬ 
ing their rivals from the trade of Surat; adding, that they had 
procured a plentiful supply of pepper from the Malabar Coast, 
but had got a very small quantity of Agra goods, the roads 
from that city being infested with robbers, from the relaxed 
state of the government, and the prospect of civil wars^'J 

The Company’s interests in Persia, during this season, Sfaie of the 

^ ^ Company's 

were supported by a Rogom, which had been obtained for pay- a"** 

* .f o r j 

ment of the arrears of customs, amounting to nine hundred and 
eighty-one tomands; but, the Agent had been obliged to comply 
with the custom of giving the bhahbuudcr a present of fifty 
tomands, as a compensation for his making this payment:—^Mr. 

Owen, the Agent, had gone from Gombroon to Ispahan, to 
settle a dispute about rank, and payments, between Agent Bruce 

and 

(1)—Letters (general) from the Freiident and Council of Surat to the Court, 20tli 

April, 28th December 1700, 7th and 20th March 1700 I- Letter (private) from Sir 

John Gayer to the Court, 20th March 17OO-I --Letters from the General and Council, 

and from the Deputy Governor and Council of Bombay, to the Court, iOtb May 1700, 25th 
and S7th March 1701.—- Letters from the Presidency of Surat to the General and Coun¬ 
cil at Bombay, 14lh and 18th November 17OO-Correspondence between Sir John 

Gayer and the President and Council at Surat, 25th and 27th November, 1st, 2d, 3d, 

4th, 5tb, 6th. 10th, 12tb, 13th, 14th, l6tb, l7tb. 18tb, 20tb, 24th, 26tl), and 27th Decem¬ 
ber 1700, 2d, 3d, 4lb, 8ih, 10th, 13th, 15th, 22d, 2Jd, and 28th January 1700 1 -- 

Correspondence between Sir John Gayer, the President and Council of Surat, and Sir Ni¬ 
cholas Waite and his Council, I4tb, i6tb, 18tb, igtb, and 24th October, 9th and l8th 

November, and 26th December 1700, 3d, 25th and 31st January 1700-1. 
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CHA^r. and the Armenians and brokers, that the trade might not suffer 
1700-1. from the claims of the former, and the delays and exactions of 
the latter:—^Agent Owen, on this occasion, suggested, that if, 
in future, it should become necessary for the Company to 
employ force, for the preservation of their privileges and trade 
in Persia, it would be expedient to take possession of the Island 
of “ Barrein ” near Bussorah, a station which would not only 
ailord a proportion of Persian produce, but, enable the Com¬ 
pany’s cruisers to overawe the trade. 

The state of the trade, on the whole, was favorable, from 
the Agent having represented to the Government at Bombay, 
the necessity of sending a vessel to Gombroon, to take off a 
large quantity of silk, chintzes, and Caramania wool, and from 
the interference of tlie only ship belonging to the English 
Company, which had touched at Gombroon, having been more 
regular and proper, than in any other instance which had occur¬ 
red within the Company’s limits. Wlien the commander of this 
ship, the Montague, was informed by the Agent, that the 
London Company had obtained an Act for continuing tliem a 
Co rporation,and was warned not to attempt disturbing their 
rights or trade, he behaved with deference towards the Agent, 
and conducted his purchases and sales with mercantile propriety : 
—^The Agents, at this time, informed the Court, that looking- 
glasses, and woollen-cloths, were the only articles, in the Com¬ 
pany’s exports, vendible in the Persian market. 

At 

(1)—Letters from the Agent and Council at Gombroon and Ispahan to the Court, 
agih October, jgih November 1700, I4th Februarjr, and 24th March 1700-1. 
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At Fort St. George, we left President Pitt and Iiis chap.iii. 
Council, in the former season, resisting the preteni&ions of 1700-1. 

Measures of 

Consul Pitt and Sir William Norris, to assume authority over President Pitt 
the London Company’s servants on the Coromandel Coast, George, to 
as merchants, who came under the common description of thornj'of the 

EnglishConi- 

“ JEngUsh,*’ over whom they assumed Consular powers, and a pany’s Am¬ 
bassador and 

right to the privileges which they enjoyed:—in this season. Consul, 
the intercourse between the Preadent and his Council, and the 
Consul and Ambassador, continued in the same situation. 

In reviewing the transactions of the Presidency of Fort St. 

George and its dependencies, we found, from the communications 
between President Pitt and Sir John Gayer, that the former 
adhered strictly to the same firm resistance to the claims of the 
English Company, but, carried it, perhaps, farther than either the 
General, or the President, of Surat had done. Having received 
information that Sir Nicholas Waite had threatened to interrupt 
the London Company’s ships and trade, passing from the 
Coromandel to the Malabar Coast, President Pitt avowed his 
resolution to fit out a strong privateer, and make reprisals, on 
the English Company’s ships, wherever they could be found 
but this menace not having been carried into effect, the retaliation 
was happily prevented; President Pitt, however, expressed his 
fears, that much damage might be done to the country ships, as 
he had received intelligence that six pirates were cruising on the 
Coast of Coromandel.- 


The 
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CHAP in . The only alteration in the Company’s establishments under 
1700 -1. this Presidency, during this season, was, the appointment of a 
^ndC'oiuini ncw Chief and Council for the Factory at Masulipatam, the 

appointed lor 

MjeuJipaian?. former Agent and Council being suspected of having acted with 
less spirit and firmness than President Pitt required, and having, 
in his opinion, rather favoured the interest of the English 
Company:—after, therefore, assuring the Court, that neither 
himself, nor his Council, were alarmed at the powers which the 
Ambassador and Consul had arrogated, he added, that though 
only a small part of the investment had been obtained at Viza- 
gapatam (the country in the vicinity of that station having 
been desolated by the contending armies of the Mogul and 
Hindoo Piinces) he had been able to dispatch all the ships of 
the season richly laden for Europe, and bad in store four 
hundred bales of Coast goods, ready to fill up the vacant 
tonnage of such of the Bengal ships, as might touch at Madras, 
in their passage to Europe. 

Deficiency of In this season there is a deficiency of information, not 
resptcting Only respecting Bencoolen, of the trade and circumstances of 
Bciicooleu, which President Pitt reported that he had received no intelli¬ 
gence, but, what is more extraordinary, neither from the 
correspondence between Madras and Bengal, nor from that 
between Madras and Surat, does any evidence occur, respecting 

the 

(l)—I^ltcri from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Court, 15 th 
and 218t October 1700.——Letter from the President and Council of Fort St George to 
the General and Council at Bombay, l6tb September 1700 .~~— Letter from the President 
and Council at Fort St. George to Consul Pitt at Masulipatam, gth January 1700-1. 
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the state of the London Company's Settlements or trade in 
Bengal. 17OO-I, 


ENGLISH COMPANY. 

If, in the last year, the pretensions of the English Com- The English 

Company de- 

puny had been lowered, by the Act continuing the London pressed, by 

^ the Act for 

Company a Corporation, the improbability of an Union, during contmamg 
this season, still farther depressed them in the public opinion; Company* 

Corporation. 

the instructions, therefore, of the English Company to their 
servants, assumed a more mild character:—the London Com¬ 
pany had not only been continued a Corporation, but had 
resisted approaches to an Union, and the reports of their own 
servants abroad, that the Presidencies of the London Company 
had not only protested against, but, in fact, disavowed their au¬ 
thority, even when they knew not that the late Act had passed, 
and much more after receiving intelligence of that event, con¬ 
vinced the Court of the English Company, that threats and 
violence would rather injure, than improve their circumstances. 

On receiving the first letters of the season from the The English 

Company 

Coromandel Coast, which reported the proceedings of Consul recommend 

modeiation 

Pitt and the Ambassador, on the Coast, and, subsequently, towards the 

^ •' servants ot 

those from Surat, informing them of similar proceedings of Sir i^ndon 
Nicholas Waite against Sir John Gayer, and President Colt, 
the Court expressed their regret, that animosities, which were 
equally destructive to both Companies, had been carried to such 
VOL. III. 3 D extremities, 
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<^AP^I. extremities, and sent a general instruction, that the wlidle of 
1700-1. this system must be changed, because, the London Company 
being continued a Corporation, it would he expedient to endea¬ 
vour ** to out-trade ” this rival, as the only means which could 
be efTectual, and, for this puipose, ordered that all Englishmen 
should be treated with civility and respect. 

It is probable, that this change of disposition in England 
was confirmed, by the decision of the Court of Exchequer, in 
the case of the ship Neptune, and it is remarkable, in the letters 
of the Court to their servants at Surat, that they avoided any 
hut the most general reference to this event ; but, to obviate 
the effect which the accounts of it might have in India, they 
represented that many of the Proprietors of the London Com¬ 
pany had offered to pay the five per cent, attempted to be 
levied on the London Company, to defray the charges of the 
Embassy :—no evidence, however, is adduced, of their having 
accepted such offers } the probability, therefore, rather is, that 
the whole was invented to soften the impression on their foreign 
Servants, which the accounts of this legal decision might have 
produced:—this conjecture is strengthened, by the general per¬ 
mission given to any person in India, to send home diamonds in 
their ships, under Consul Waite's licence, on payment of the 
regulated freight and duty, though the money, with which such 
diamonds bad been purchased, had not come out, as an adven¬ 
ture, in the ships of the English Company. 

Sir Nichoiai On reviewing the conduct of Sir Nicholas Waite,' the Court 
tcmpei^tr were of opinion, that, iii hiS capacity of Consul, he wa^ not 

conduct di*« j 

approved. , VCStCd 
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tpested ivith authority to remove the London Company*s flag, from 

their Factory at Swally, and that this measure could not but 1700-I. 

be resented, as it had been, by the Mogul Government, the 

authority of the Consul not extending beyond what the Indian 

Governments would allow. He was, therefore, ordered to direct 

his attention to obtain the same privileges from the Gover> 

nor of Surat, as those which the London Company enjoyed, 

and to leave the Phirmaund which the Ambassador was 

to solicit, to his negotiations with the Mogul, in which it was 

hoped, he would acquire the sole privilege of granting ships* 

passes. 

On examining the commercial statement of Sir Nicholas Equipmenti 

® and ntpck of 

Waite, the Court blamed the nealisence of the Factors, who had English 

° ° Company for 

been previously sent to Surat, for not having obtained a pro»- Surai. 
portion of the investment for the flnst ship, before his arrival; and 
then informed him of the following ^uipments ami stock for the 
season ;—the Susannah, of three hundred and fifty tons, with a 
stock estimated at ^33,580; and the Rebow, a ship of rather 
smaller size^ with an additional stock, estimated at .3^13,946; ex¬ 
plaining that the reason for the equipments being on so small a 
scale, was tlie difficulty of obtaining vessels, on account of the war 
expected in Europe, in consequence of the Spanish Succession.^*') 

Tjiere does not appear, in the Court’s instructions to Sir 
Nicholas Waite, any orders to extend the English Company’s 
3 D 2 trade 

' (l)'*“tietlen fro\(k the Couft of Directori of tho EngUifa Coispany to Sir Nicholas 
and Council at Swat, May and 7 th September 1700, Mth March 1700-1, 
ai^dUth April > 701 . 
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trade on the Malabar Coast, but to use his best endeavours to 
1700 -1. improve the trade at Surat. . 

A Factory at In this seoson, the Court resolved to open a trade between 

Mocha pro- * 

lectcd. England and the Red Sea, for which the sliip Discovery was 
taken up, and stock, estimated at j 66,367> intrusted to two 
Supercargoes, who were to proceed to Mocha their in¬ 
structions w^ere, to examine the Coast to the Northwards of 
the Cape of Good Hope, and endeavour to discover, if, on that 
part of Africa, any harliour could be found, which would 
admit of large ships;—to dispose of part of the cargo on 
this Coast, in exchange for drugs and elephants’ teeth ‘to 
proceed from it to Carrasin, at the entrance of the Red Sea, 
with similar objects of trade, and thence to their port of desti¬ 
nation, at which they were to purchase an investment of myrrh, 
aloes, olibanum, balm of Gilead, and coii^, but no assafcetida; 
and, if possible, to establish a Factory at Mocha, which might 
be exempted from payment of customs/*^ 

The instructions of the English Company to Consul Pitt, on 
the Coast of Coromanhbl, assumed the same moderate tone 
with those for Surat, and referred, in general, to the ineffectual 
attempts which had been made at mi Union with the London 
Company:—^the substance of these instructions was, that 
Consul Pitt was to endeavour to rival the London Company’s 
trade, without arrogating powers to command, or to control 

their 

(l)..Instructioo< from tlw Court of Director* to the Sopercaisoei of the Ship Diico- 
scry, on her voyage to Mocha, lOtb October J 7 OO. 
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their proceedings, and for this purp<»e, the equipments and 'Stock chap, ni .- 
were prepared, on a scale to render the competition between' the 17^0 ^ 1. 
two' Companies, in India, commercial only. 

On the subject of an Union, it was stated, that the The initroc- 

_ tions to Con- 

London Company would only coalesce, on the Englbh Com- sui Pitt re- 

commend ra- 

pany accepting the terms which they had offered, that is, 

that the English Company should consent to come under thanassump- 

® r .7 tionofaiitho- 

whatever obligations the London Company had incurred :—^the o" 

o IT j CoromaDdei 

business, however, had been referred to their Court of Pro- 
prietors, who decided, that they would not unite their 
stock, on any terms, with that of the London Company, but 
would keep it separate; a condition which the London Company 
rejected. 

Though this state of the negotiation discovered that con¬ 
siderable animosity existed between the Proprietors of the London 
and English Companies, it does not appear to have influenced the 
orders of the Court of Directors to their servants on the Coast, 
where the opposition between their Consul, and President Pitt, as 
well as between the latter, and the Ambassador, were held to be 
rather subjects of regret, than of approbation:—^tbey recom¬ 
mended, that if President Pitt would not acknowledge the cha¬ 
racter of Consul Pitt, the latter should abstain from all quarrels 
on the subject, because, by courteous behaviour towards him, 
ahd the Natives, he could, better than by any other means, 
introduce the English Company into a share, and, in all pro¬ 
bability, to a preference in the markets :—^this moderation, 

(as 
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C HAP III , iD the instroctiona to Surat,) evidently arose firom the 
.1700- 1 . conviction, that the Act continuing the Xx>ndoa Qompany u 
Corporation, and the decision in the case of the ship Nept 
tune,' would confirm them, as a rival in trade to the IBnglish 
Company. 

Ihe Court’s instructions to Sir William Norris were, that he 
should endeavour to procure privileges, in general terms, and the 
admission of the Company’s Consuls to the rank of King’s minis' 
ters, as otherwise their authority would not be recognized by the 
English subjects in India;—^that the temporary grant of the ctwpt 
ftllowing. trade, had very properly been placed upon the old grant 
from the King of Goloondah, in 1675 , which, in general, was 
to the English Nation, a basis on which the Court trusted the 
Phirmaund would be obtained by the Ambassador;—that, in 
particular, it would be important to get the privilege of a mint 
for coining their gold and silver, at Madapollam, the principal 
seat of their trade, and permission to examine all English 
ships which might be carrying on illicit trade in IVlogul ports, 
and to condemn them,—that he ought to establish stations at 
Porto Novo, Canara, and Kistnapatam;” but not attempt a 
Factory at St. Thom 6 , on account of its vicinity to Fort St. 
George ;—and that Sir Streynsham Master,, one of the Directors 
(a person whose transactions in the service of the XiOodon Com¬ 
pany, and his dismission from Bengal, has been noticed in their 
^nnals) had advised a Factory at “ Careda,” to the northwuJH^ 
of Armagon. 

The 
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The equipments and stock for the season were as fol- chap, hi . 
lows t‘-^the ship Eagle, with a stock estimated at 3840,000; 1700-1. 
the Stretham, with ^13,500 in silver and goods; the Bengal stock, and 

. 1 j commercial 

Merchant, with ^^14,700 in silver, and ^3,800 in goods J and insi ructions 
the De Grave, with 5615,000 in silver, and 5^4,000 in goods ; Coast. 

—or, that the stock for Coast and Bay, for this year, was esti¬ 
mated at 38200 , 000 . 

The general instructions were, that the homeward-bound 
ships should be dispatched early in the season, that, like .the 
Dutch Indiamen, they might reach the Cape in the month of 
April; but, by no means, to touch at the Mauritius, from the 
probability of a war with France:—^that, to promote their dealings 
with the Country Merchants, one ship should always remain in 
India, to be employed on freight; but, that greater care must, 
in future, be taken, in the purchase of goods at all their Presi¬ 
dencies, from the facts, that the London Company had sold Surat 
cloths, equal in quality, twenty per cent, cheaper than the 
English Company; and that the Coast goods, at their sales, 
were, in every respect, superior, having brought in the market 
385, 386, and 387 per piece, while those of the English Com¬ 
pany sold for forty shillings only, and yet both were liable to the 
same duty of fifteen per cent., ** by which means their opponents 
** were getting rich, while they, from this cause, were becoming 
“ poor—that they would rather prefer purchasing for money, 
thau making advances to the Native merchants, or artificers, by 
sending Dubashes, or Agents, to the several markets, particularly 
in the Gingee country;—that, to encourage their servants, they 


were • 
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c iiAP. in . were allowed the privilege of trading, from port to port, in 
1700- 1 . India, and even inland, provided such trade did not include 
articles in the Company’s investment;—^and, farther to extend 
the English trade, the Court allowed a Mr. De Paz to proceed 
to the Coast, as a Free Merchant; an innovation tlie more re« 
markable, as the London Company had not been in the practice 
of permitting any, but their own covenanted servants, imme* 
diateiy under their control, to attempt a private trade in the 
countries within their limits, 

Equipmenfi, The orders of the Court of Directors to Sir Edward Lit-t 

stock, and 

commercial tleton, their Consul in Bengal, discover the same moderation, 
instructions, 

for Bengal, and change of system, with respect to the London Company, 
as had been given to their Consuls at Surat, and on the Coast: 
—in this season, however, it appears, that the Court were de* 
termined (as expressed in a former article) “ to out-trade *’ the 
London Company in Bengal. The equipments were, the Eagle, 
with a stock estimated at ,3^42,390; the Stretham, with 
5 g71}300; the Bengal Merchant, with ^62,350; the De 
Grave, with 5^62,800; and the Catherine, with ^12,000:— 
this number of ships, and amount of stock, evidently discovered 
the intention to be, to bring as large a quantity of Bengal pro¬ 
duce, of the best kinds, into the English market, as possible, 
and, in particular, to import, for the encouragement of manu¬ 
factures, raw-silk, to the amount of ^100,000. 

The 

(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to their President 
and Council on the Coast of Coromandel, dih April, gth May, 7 tb September, asth No> 
rember, igtb December 1700, and J 3 ch February 1700-I. 
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The only separate instruction was, tliat in any grant which 
they might obtain, they were to avoid the condition of paying three 17^^ - h 
thousand rupees, for permission for each vessel to load, and procure 
an exemption from stoppage of their boats on the Ganges by 
the subordinate officers; a practice which had retarded their 
trade, and prevented the sailing of the homeward-bound ships.^'^ 

In the preceding season, the Court, from a desire to have Equipments, 
a proportion of pepper for their home sales, (Java and Sumatra commercial 
being prc-occupicd by the Dutch, and the London Company) for Romeo, 
had equipped a vessel, and sent out a President and Council, to 
establish a Factory on the Island of Borneo :—this speculation, 
though the ship had not returned, appears to have continued in 
this season I 7 OO-I;. for new equipments, or the ship Borneo, 
with a stock estimated at .>C3,000 in dollars, and the Rising Sun, 
with ^£21,000, were consigned to this Island.—these vessels 
were to take in, at Banjar-Massin, as large a quantity of 
pepper as could be procurc<l, with cardamons, dragon’s blood, 
cassia lignum, and camphirc, and thence to proceed to the ports 
of China. 

The equipments and stock consigned to. China were ;—for Equipment?, 

Lingpo, the Sarah Galley, with a stock estimated at ^50,600, commercial 
• -mjr 1 instructions, 

and the China Merchant, with ^21,000; for Amoy, the Nep- for China 
VOL. III. 3 E tune, 

(1) —I.etters from the Court of Directors to their President and Council at Hughly, 

5 th April, gth May, 7th September, 28 th November, igth December 1700, and I 3 th 
February 1700 - 1 . 

(2) —Letters from the Court of Directors to the President and Council at Banjar-Maisin 
in Borneo, 27th June and 29th October 1700 
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CHAP II I, tune, with ^36,485; for Canton, the Seaford, with 3^31,203, 
] 700 - 1 . and the Rising Sun, with ^15,673. These considerable equip¬ 
ments, and stock, were intended to bring home as large a 
proportion of China goods as they could purchase, particularly 
ten thousand ounces of musk, that the English might “ out- 
“ trade” the London Company’s ships, destined for the same 
stations. For the management of this trade. Chiefs and Consuls 
w ere appointed to settle at Amoy and at Canton, with similar 
ranks, and under like instructions, with regard to the London 
Company, as sent to the other Settlements. (*> 


I’jiiiLipai The events at the English Company’s foreign stations, 

c\ent!,,aHect- 

ji)g iiic Lng. during the season I 7 OO-I, may be arranged, as follows j— 

liJi Cunipa- 

nr'i inioresis tlic uieusurcs of Sir William Norris, the Ambassador, as af- 

111 Inti 1, (lu. 

1 wig iiiis 8 (..i. fcctcd by the conduct of Consul Pitt, at Masulipatam, .and, 
subsequently, by that of Sir Nicholas Waite, at Surat, with 
the progress of this Ambassador to the Mogul’s Court, to the 
close of this season; and the proceedings of those Pi’csidcn- 
cics, endeavouring to obtain permission to trade, and acting 

under 


(t)—Lctlers and Instiuctions from the Court of Direct(>r§ to the President and Council 
and Superc.11 goes ai tlicir ditferent Stltlemenis in China, particularly at Lingpo and Amoy, 
2/th June, 291I1 Uctuber, and 4 ih Novcmbir t^OO. 
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under the prejudice, that whatever tended to depress tlie London u i. 

Company, would be subservient to the establishment of the 1700-1. 

commercial influence of the English Company. In tracing 

these subjects, it will be necessary to make references fiom 

the events in the one, to those which alFectcd the other, but 

these references will be made in .such a manner, as to keep in 

view the principal objects of both. 

In the preceding season, it appeared that Sir William Meisure^of 
Norris, the Ambassador, had, in the first instance, ailived Noms'and' 
on the Coromandel Coast, and landed at Masulipatam ; and Wane! m * 
though, at that time, the only events which occuned, weie of iJic Li.i- 
his intimation of his character, in a similar manner as that 
of Consul Pitt, to the Native Governors, and to the Pre¬ 
sident and Council of Fort St. Gcoige, with their disavowal 
of the authority of either of these poisons over them, in this 
season, these topics disappear, for the Ambassador, in Ins 
preparations for his journey from Masulipatam to tlic Mogul’s 
camp, experienced opposition from the Native Governors, 
and from Consul Pitt and his broker, whom he accused of 
being jealous of his authority, if not corrupted by President 
Pitt, and the servants of the London Company;—Sir Wllliaiu 
Norris, therefore, determined to proceed by sea to Surat, 
that, on consultation with Sir Nicholas Waite and his Council, 
he might adopt measures for prosecuting his journey, and 
receive information, to enable him to fulfil the objects of his 
mission. The first requisite was to obtain a knowledge of the 
characters of the persons in the Mogul’s camp, to whom lie 
3 £ 2 should 
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C HAP III , sliould apply for assistance in his negotiation; the second re- 
1700 - 1 , quisite was, to settle, by consultation, the privileges which it 
would be expedient for him to solicit, in any Fhirmaund which 
he might obtain; but, in the whole of his measures, delay 
was the greatest evil he could experience, on account of the 
kifirm state of the Mogul’s health, who was described to be 
able only to give attention to business, for a few hours in each 
day. 

Sir William Norris, soon after his arrival at Masulipatam, 
sent for the information respecting the privileges he was to 
solicit, which Sir Nicholas Waite had been instructed to collect at 
Surat:—in answer. Sir Nicholas Waite reported, that his meeting 
the Ambassador, previously to his setting out for the Mogul’s 
camp, was indispensible, and that it would have been prefer¬ 
able, if, instead of landing at Masulipatam, he had come direct 
to Surat. Whether this conduct of Sir Nicholas Waite’s arose 
from jealousy of Consul Pitt, or from a desire to appear of 
more consequence, than any of the other Consuls, in the 
opinion of the Directors, is immatciial, but he insisted on the 
propriety of Sir William Norris coming to Surat, and proceeding 
from that place to Court, and offered that six young gentlemen. 
Writers, should attend the Embassy. 

Sir Nicholas Waite, without authority from Sir William 
Nonis, arid before he could have received any instnictions 
from him, addressed a letter, in his Consular character, to the 
Mogul, requesting, as the London Company were to be dis¬ 
solved, that a Phirmauiid, with the same privileges which had 

been 
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been granted to them, might be conferred on the English Com- c hap hi 
pany:—convinced, however, that lie had acted precipitately, I 7 OO-I. 
and before the terms in the Phirmaund were settled, he ex¬ 
plained to the Mogul, that an Ambassador from the King of 
England might be expected to arrive, with rich presents for 
his acceptance, but, at the same time, cnumei ated the privileges 
which were to be solicited for the English Company, and 
prayed they might be granted to him, as public Minister, and 
Consul General for the English Nation, in the event of the 
Ambassador experiencing any accident, or not being able to 
reach the Mogul’s Court j viz. liberty of trade, and to settle 
Factories in any ports in the Mogul’s dominions;—to have free 
ingress and egress for himself and Council, without search;—^to 
have licence to hire or build a house and warehouses;—to pay 
only two and a half per cent, customs, in the same manner as 
the English and Dutch formerly did;—to have goods valued 
at prime cost, and not to pay additional duty, on exportation 
from Swally j—that indigo from Agra should only pay two rupees 
and five-eighths per bale;—that the Governors of Provinces 
should be responsible, if tbc Company's goods were robbed 
in their passage to Surat;—that liberty should be given to coin 
silver in the King’s mint;—that the Governor of S\irat might 
have powers to compel the payment of all debts due to the 
Company;—that wrought plate and provisions should be free of 
customs;—that the Consuls, as King’s Ministers, should be 
allowed flags, palankeens, and other emblems of authority, and 
all other English subjects forbid to use them;—that the Governor 

should 



398 


ANNALS or THE HONORABLE 


CHAPjin. slioiild be obliged to give up such persons as might leave 
1700 -1. the Factory, or shipping, without the Consul’s licence;—that 
the Consul might employ any broker he pleased; and that all 
disputes between the Natives, and English subjects, should be 
settled by the Governor and Consul. 

Having taken these measures^ Sir Nicholas Waite informed 
the Ainbassadoi, that the London Company had sent Cojah 
Avennees, an Armenian Vakeel, to Court, to counteract his 
negotiation ;—that he had forwarded the presents of guns, &c., 
with ten soldiers, six Writers, and two Surgeons, under the 
charge of the Reverend Mr. Hackett, the Chaplain, to Bram- 
pore, to wait his arrival;—^that he must be careful not to 
interpose his good offices for the London Company, who were 
endeavouring to get free of the Security Bond which they had 
granted to make good the damages done by the pirates, lest 
such interposition might involve the English Company in their 
engagements and debts. Tliese officious proceedings of Sir 
Nicholas Waite were accompanied with a request, that tfic 
Ambassador would draw on Masulipatam, for what money he 
might want, to defray his charges, as the .§^100,000 of stock, 
sent by the Court, had been expended in purchasing an invest¬ 
ment. 

Having thus described the conduct of Sir Nicholas 
Waite, as it affected the Embassy, we have next, in tracing 
its progress, to look at the measures of Sir William Norris, 
previously to his embarkation for Surat. After remaining 
at Masulipatam, till the beginning of May IfOO, the Am¬ 
bassador 
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bassadof found, that the equipage for his journey to Golcon- 
dah, and thence to the Mogul’s camp, had not been provided 
by Consul Pitt;—^the blame he imputed to the Consul’s chief 
Dubash, Vincatadre, whom he suspected of having been bribed 
by the London Company’s servants, in connexion with the 
Mogul’s officers j and therefore took the resolution to proceed, 
on one of the Company’s regular ships, to Surat, expressing to 
Sir Nicholas Waite his fears that the service might experience 
prejudice from delays, such as had occurred in Bengal, where 
Sir Edward Littleton had only been able to procure a con¬ 
ditional licence to trade for six months, the time in which it 
was supposed a Phirmaund would be obtained. 

Sir WiDiam Norris’s resolution to proceed to Surat, by sea, 
was retarded by Consul Pitt, who asserted, that it would be 
derogatory to the Ambassador’s character, after having touched 
at one port in the Mogul dominions, not to go directly to the 
camp, but again to take shipping for another port:—^this 
opinion he strengthened by a minute of Council, that the 
Ambassador should remain at Miisulipatam, during the rainy 
season, and then commence his journey:—irritated at this 
opinion, Sir William Norris ascribed it, in the first instance, to 
the insidious conduct of the Consul’s chief broker, who was 
still protected and retained in his service, notwithstanding 
frequent remonstrances to dismiss him, and, in the next place, 
to a jealousy of Consul Pitt at his superior rank. The 
Consul, finding the Ambassador determined to proceed to Sural, 
by sea, gave him a memorial of the privileges he ought to solicit 

fi.r 
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chap m. for the English Company, on the Coast;—^in substance, that the 
1700-1. Phirmaund should he founded on that granted to the English 
Nation, by the King of Golcondah, in the year 1675, at the request 
of Mr. Manwaring, with the following additions;—a grant of 
the towns of Deverampaut and Madapollain, with the adjoining 
villages, which they then rented at five hundred pagodas per 
annum;—a mint for coining rupees and pagodas at Madapollam; 
—all Company’s servants, and washers of cloths, to be exempted 
from taxes, and all disputes among them decided by the Consul 
and Council ;—the London Company to deliver up their stamps 
and dies for coining;—the Consul to be acknowledged by the 
Native Governors and officere, as the King of England’s Minis* 
ter, and ol>edience to his orders enforced;—^the Piiirmaiind to 
be in the name of the English Company, established by the 
King and Parliament, and no other English subject to rent any 
ton ns, 01 lands, from the Native Governors. 

The manner, rather then the substance of this mcmoi ial 
of particulars, to be comprehended in the Phirmaund, which 
Sir William Norris was to negotiate, confirmed the suspicions 
which he had entertained, that the broker of Consul Pitt, as 
well as the Native Chiefs, on the Coromandel Coast, were leagued 
against the progress of his Embassy; but these suspicions 
were now shifted from the broker, to Consul Pitt himself, 
whom he represented to the Court, in a formal complaint, to 
have thwarted him in the objects of his Embassy, and either to 
have been coi rupted by the the servants of the London Com¬ 
pany, or to have acted in a manner contrary to his duty, with a 
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viw to conceal the private traffic which he hid carried o»» for 

his own, in opposition to the int^^ts of the Company. I/OO-1. 

These sospioicHis were atreagtheiied, by the reiterated ap¬ 
plications of Sir Nich<das Waite, who, by dally bircarrahs, 
acquainted the Anaibassador, that he was making every prepa¬ 
ration, at Surat, fm: his reception, and for bis journey, which he 
trusted would defeat the ounbination against him, by Consul 
Pitt and the Native ^cers. This intelligence was accompanied 
with complaints of Consul Pitt, for his intemperate language, 
in his correiqtondenee on the conunercial concema of the 
C<W[ipany, between the Coast and Surat. * 

Under these impressions, and from the assurances of Sir 
Nicholas Waite, that every preparation was malung at Surat, 
to forwmrd th^ Embassy, Sir William Norris obliged tlm Consul 
to change the destination of the ship Som&cst that it ffl^ht 
proceed with him to Surat, for which he sailed from Masuli- 
patam, on the 23d August:—on leaving this port, he accused 
Omsul Pitt ef breach of duty, and wrote to this effect, not 
only to the Cpurt, but to the Secretmry of State. 

After a Ijpng and tedious passage, Sir William Norris ar* 
rived at Swahy, the 10th December 1/00, and notified his 
character, and the reception which he expected, to the Go¬ 
vernor of Surat. At this juncture, (as appeared in the Annals 
of the London Company,) Sir John Gayer had come to Surat, 
to mitigate the severities of the Governor against President 
Colt and the Council, that he might extort a compensation 
from them, for the damages done by the pirates, and it was at 
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this crisis, that Sir Nicholas Waite intimated the* arrival of 
the Ambassador :—^the Governor, in reply, answered, that un¬ 
less the King of England’s letter, appointing Sir William Norris 
to this rank, should be laid before him, he could not admit 
him as an Ambassador, till he should receive the Mogul’s 
orders, for, if he did, it would be at the risk of losing his 
head, particularly as Sir John Gayer (according to the account 
of Sir Nicholas Waite) refused to recognize the Ambassador’s 
authority. 

Under these circumstances, Sir Nicholas Waite informed 
the Court, that he had been obliged to make a large present, 
to counteract Sir John Gayer's projects of inducing the Go¬ 
vernor to refuse his acknowledgement of the Ambassador, and 
to receive him with suitable solemnity, but that his resources 
were, by no means, such as could meet the charges of the 
Embassy, which he had, with so much pains, endeavoured 
to bring to Surat; for he had been obliged to iurnish 
the Ambassador with ten thousand rupees in money, and 
with credit for a lack and a half, which he had bor¬ 
rowed, as the stock in hand was exhausted by the invest¬ 
ment. This effort he contrasted with the large funds at 
the command of the London Company’s servants, and their 
being in possession of Bombay, which necessarily influenced 
the Governor in their faror—^the presents, besides, which had 
been sent by the Court, had been improperly selected, for, 
instead of raiities, the articles were common, and of little 
esteem in the country. 


Sir 
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Sir William Norris, on this occasion, found himself ex- “I * 
tremely embarrassed, and not chusing to proceed without the 17^0-1. 
authority of that Presidency to which he had been referred, 
required from Sir Nicholas Waite, and his Council, a written 
order for the sums which he was to offer to the Mogul, and 
to his principal ministers. 

Sir Niclmlas Waite, for the first time, began to discover 
the effects of his inconsiderate zeal, in diverting the Embassy 
from Masulipatam to Surat, and lowered the terms specified in 
his own project of a Phirmaund for the English Nation, by 
advising Sir William Norris not to press, in his solicitations, 
for any new privileges for the English Company, beyond those 
which were enjoyed by the London Company, till such time 
as he could receive information of the privileges required by the 
Company’s Presidents, on the Coast of Coromandel and Bay 
of Bengal, and to request, when this should arrive, that 
besides the Phirmaunds, six lacks of rupees should be annually 
paid to the English Company, for the cxpence of convoys for the 
Judda and Mocha fleets, and, above all, that the Phirmaunds 
ought to be depressed in such terms, as w^ould give to the Consul 
at Surat, authbrity to inforce the observation of them. If these 
conditions could be obtained, his opinion was, that the Ain- 
Imssador might give to the Mogul, and his ministers, besides the 
presents, a sum not exceeding two lacks of rupees :—he then 
enumerated the principal officers of the Mogul, to whom por¬ 
tions of this sum were to be ofiered ; seven of whom must be 
bribed high, to conciliate them to the interests of the English 
3 F 2 Company. 
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CKA^I Company. In conducting the negotiation, he cautioned the 
1700-1- Ambassador, if he expected to succeed, not to dispute with 
the officers of the M(^l, on the ceremonies, or precedence, 
to which Ambassadors in Europe were habituated, because, 
in the Mogul Empire, such forms could not be admitted. 

Sir William Norris, under these circumstances, set out on 
his journey towards the Mogul's camp, on the 26th January 
I 70 O-I, with a retinue of sixty Europeans, and three hundred 
Natives:—on the 8th February, he arrived at “ Kokely," sixty>six 
eoss from Surat: at this place he was informed by Sir Nicholas 
Waite, that Sir John Gayer, and the London Company’s ser¬ 
vants, had been seized and imprisoned by the Governor of Surat, 
but, at the same time, that their Vakeel had gone to Court, to 
negotiate for them, with a credit of two lacks of rupees. 

On the 14th February, theAnibassador reached Bancolee,” 
and dispatched a messenger to Sir Nicholas Waite, desiring 
to know, by whose authority Sir John Gayer and the London 
Company’s servants had been seized, as necessary information 
for him, to direct his applications to the Mogul. 

On his journey, a mutiny took place among the Peons 
attending him, at a time, and in situations, where the ap¬ 
pearance uf the armies of the Hindoo Chiefs, in the vicinity 
of his small camp, and the Mogul troops, keeping them in check, 
endangered his progress. It is remarkable, that, even in this 
early period, the discipline of the small body, which formed 
the Ambassador’s guard, kept both in awe; nor were those 

donors 
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dangesf insened i hy the reports of Sir Nicholas Waite, from CHAP. III . 
Surat, th(U a demand had been made on him, by the Governor, 
ibr«seeiirity against the pirates in the Southern Indian Seas, 
that is, for obligations precisely the same with those which the 
London Company’s servants had been obliged to grant:—this he 
could evade, only, by offering his security for any vessels which 
might be taken by the London Company’s ships, as the Am¬ 
bassador was on his way to Court, to arrange all those points 
with the Emperor. 

Sir William Norris, on the 19th February, proceeded ou 
his journey as far as ** Gelgawn,” near Aurangabad, from 
which he expressed his fears to Sir Nicholas Wtiite, that should 
Sir John Gayer and the London Company’s servants be re¬ 
leased from confinement, they would, in revenge for the injuries 
they had sustained, probably blockade the port of Surat ,* an 
event which would excite the Mogul’s anger, and consequently 
frustrate the objects of the Embassy;—he therefore recom¬ 
mended, that a ship should be constantly stationed off the port, to 
prevent this measure being resorted to, by the London Company. 

On the 21st February, the Ambassador reached “ Darnondavee,” 
where he received authority from Sir Nicholas Waite, to pay 
such sums as might be necessary to obtain the privileges, 
it being advisable to give any amount for them, before the 
arrival of Dr. Davenant, who might counteract the whole of 
the negotiation; and to induce the Mogul to accede to his 
requests, he was empowered to offer six thousand maiinds of 
of lead, per annum, at six rupees per maund. 


On 
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On the 3d March 170 O-I, the Ambassador rea<died/‘ Bram* 
pore/’ at which it became expedient to pay a visit, in form, to the 
Vizier “ Gazedee Khan —a short time was spent in adjusting 
the ceremonials, the Ambassador requiring to be admitted to a 
conference, preceded by drums, trumpets, &c., which the 
Vizier refused, as being inconsistent with Eastern usages on 
such occasions. This refusal the Ambassador held to be 
derogatory to his dignity, and left Brampore, without having 
a conference with the Vizier, and reached “ Parnella” on the 7th 
Apiil 1701 , near which the Mogul’s camp was situated. 

As soon as the Ambassador’s arrival was notified, an order 
was issued, granting him permission to encamp. In these 
circumstances we must leave, for this season, the progress of 
the Embassy, and return to the measures of Sir Nicholas 
Waite, at Surat, in his transactions with the London G)m- 
pany’s servants, as explanatory of the investments which he 
was enabled to dispatch for Europe. 

Sir Nicholas Waite, (whom the English Company had 
vested with the administration of such rights and privileges of 
trade as might be acquired,) had scarcely appointed his Council, 
when he became sensible that he could not employ the persons 
recommended to him, because they had been dismissed from the 
London Company’s service, in England, and were held to have 
deserved this degradation, from their conduct in India. On in¬ 
quiring into the circumstance of Mr. Annesley and Mr. Bowchei^, 
whom the Court of Directors had recommended for seats inCoua- 
cll, he found, that from thdr characters, from their connexion 

with 



BAST-TNBIA COMPANY. 


407 


vrith the London Company, and from their engagements with the 
Mogul’s (^cers, they were not men who could be employed in 
sbch a trust; and, therefore, he formed a Council of such of 
the dvil servants, as he judged best qualified, and, among 
others, appointed Mr. John Lock, the Secretary, to be Fifth in 
Council. 

It appears, even at this early period, that Sir Nicholas 
Wahe was apprehensive of the effects of an Union, on his own, 
and on the rank of the other civil servants, and that a preference 
would be pven to the superior standing of many of the Londem 
Company’.s sen'ants; an Union would, also, expose the English 
Company to the same oppressions which their opponents had ex¬ 
perienced, and make them liable to pay compensation for damages 
done by the pirates :—^to prevent such a consequence, and to fix 
his own authority, he represented to the Court, that liis Consiihu* 
powers had not been sufficiently defined in his commission, and 
therefore requested they might be more ample, and distinctly 
describe the rules of his conduct; in particular, that an Euro¬ 
pean Resident should be constantly stationed at the Mogul’s 
Court, with whom, as Consul, he might communicate, in soli¬ 
citing the observance of such privileges as might be acquired :— 
though the house which he had hired, us a Factory, was 
commodious, and situated nearer to the Custom-house, than that 
of the London Company, yet he would require a guard of at 
least twelve efficient soldiers, as the ten soldiers, who had come out 
with him, had proceeded up the countiy, with the Ambassador’s 
presents ;—his rank, also, had become a subject of observation, 

and 


CHAP, in 
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CHAP. HI . and required support, because the information, that the Lomlon 
I 7 OO-I. Company had been continued a Corporation, had affected both 
Companies, for the Natives began to express their doubts of 
the truth of his report, that the London Company were to be 
dissolved, and even to mimifest an opinion of the instability of 
tlie English Government. 

While Sir Nicholas Waite was under these impressions. 
Sir John Gayer arrived from Bombay, to endeavour to r^cue 
President Colt, and his Council, from confinement; and 
had signified to the Governor of Surat, that he would stop all 
country vessels, not having the London Company’s passes, 
unless their goods should be cleared out, and put on board 
their ships:—the Consul, to obviate the effects of this 
menace, had been obliged to give bond, that the King of 
England would indemnify the Native Merchants for any losses 
they might sustain from the shipping of the London Company, 
and, therefore, requested that orders might be immediately 
sent out, to prohibit the London Company from carrying 
this menace into execution, and, indeed, that they might be 
placed in such a situation, as would prevent their again rcsortinj|f 
to threats on these subjects he desired, that his orders 
might be positive, otherwise the Natives would believe that the 
whole authority, derived from England, was, in fact, vested in 
the London Company, Sir Nicholas Waite next complained of 
the partiality of Commodore Littleton to the London Company, 
as he had not only rejected dl his requests, but had not explained 
to the Governor, and to his son, the relative rights of th^ tfw 

Companies, 
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Companies, at the time President Colt was appealing to the 
feet, that the London Company kejH: possession of Bombay, I/O®-*- 
and had been continued a Corporation. This conduct of Com¬ 
modore Littleton had produced the worst consequences, for the 
Governor had distinctly stated, that the Dutch were in posses¬ 
sion of a more commanding force, to protect the Mogul ships in 
their voyages to and fiom Judda and Mocha, and that neither 
the London, nor the English Companies, hud ships to employ 
on this service. 

Connecting this report with the state of the trade, Sir —hu Repo t 
Nicholas Waite informed the Court of the proportion of funds inercial cir- 

, cuinstancM 

which had been employed for the investment, and of the contin- of the Eng- 

. . , , t 1 I Y- CompH- 

gent expellees by which they had been anected, and concluded ny^at S|irat, 
with requesting, that a large stock might be sent early from MjUbar 
England, to enable him to render Surat a profitable station to his 
employers;—^that the Rook Frigate, which had arrived in March 
1700 , bad been dispatched, with a stock of a lack of rupees, 
to China, fix«n which she was to return to Mocha, and there to 
fill up her cargo for Europe;—that the Harwich man of war 
had been ordered on a cruise against the pirates, off Achceii ;— 
that the stock received did not exceed ^100,000, of which 
5^30,000 was reservetl to defray the charges of the Embassy ;— 
that, on the balance, he had given orders for the purchase of 
goods, one*third payable on the contract being signed, another 
third when the goods should be half made, and the remaining 
third when they should be delivered ;—and that, to support the 
Company’s credit, the presents which he, himself, had received, 
vojL. III. 3 G had 
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C HAP riT IiaJ been carried to the Company’s account, and applied to defray 
1/00-1, the charges of building warehouses that the sh^ Norris had 
been dispatched to Europe, with an investment amounting to 
346,200 rupees, and the Canterbury, with an investment o£ 
415,000 rupees; but that the London Company had a great 
advantage over him in the market, from having early received a 
large stock, which had thrown the balance of trade in their fa» 
vour ;—that he would be compelled to take up money at interests 
a measure which experience had shewn to have nearly ruined the 
trade of the London Company ; and this necessity could only be 
obviated by a Double Stock, particularly as the Prohibition Act 
had obliged him to give orders to stop the looms at Ahmedabad, 
and other places, from which articles for the investment hadi 
been ordered :—^these circumstances would prove, that he had not 
been able to reimburse the Presidency of Masulipatam, for the 
expences it had advanced for the Embassy, and, also, that he 
could not establish the projected Factories at Broach^ Ahme¬ 
dabad, Scindy, and Agra, or on the Malabar Coast, near 
Cananore, though he would accept of the invitation from the 
Rajah of Carwar, and desired orders and stock for tliat par> 
ticular purpose :—^this commercial detail is concluded with 
requesting, that regular assortments might be sent,, of broad¬ 
cloths, iron guns, iron, lead, glass-ware, optical-glasses, and 
sword-blades. 

These reports are accompanied by accusations of the Lon¬ 
don Company’s servants, for having used treasonable expres¬ 
sions against the King, which had obliged 3ir Williapi Norris 

to 
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to apply to the 6oYern<M: to seize Sir John Gayer, ai^d the 
whole Factory the London Cknupsuiy at Surat, aud to detain 
them, in inms, till the MognVs pleasure should be known. At 
any time, such language would have been tmjustifiable, but it 
was particularly so, when it appeared that the Governor was in 
the interest of the London Compmiy, and had given recom¬ 
mendations to the Vakeels they had sent, to oppose the Phir- 
maunds which the Ambassador was to solicit:—^the Governor, 
however, had refused to imprison Sir John Gayer and Mr. Colt, 
till he should receive the Mogul’s orders, and had subsequently 
rdeased them from confinement in the Factory, on their giving 
security to await this event.<*> 

3 G 2 The 

(l)-—Correspondence between Sir William Noma and Sir Nicholas Waite> while at 
Masulipatam, and during his journey to the Mognl's Camp, 12lh April, l6th, 23 d, 30 th, 
and 31 atMay, 12th and 22d June, IstJuly, Ath and ytb August, I9tb September, 4 th and 
30 th November, Sth, lOlfa, I 3 th, lyth, and 2 Ut December lyoo, 14 tb, 20 th, and 23 d 
January, ist, 6th, 8th, ptb, 12tb, 14 th, lyth, l9tb, 21st, and aytb February, 3 d, 8th, and IBtb 
March 1700-1.—— Letter from Sir William Norris to the Court, 19th August 170O — 
Letter from Sir William Norris to the Governor of Surat, 26tb DecembeV 1700 —• Corres- 
pbndence betuteen Sir William Norris and Consol Pitt, 6 th June, 3 d and 32 d August 1700, 
— Copies -of Shirmaoads to benquaited for Surat and Coromandel, I 4 ih May and 14 th 

August 1700.- Letters (general) from Sit Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat to the 

Court 9th, 18 th, 25 lh, and 30 th April, 3 d May, l6tb August. 21st September, 30 th Novem¬ 
ber, 2l8t and 24 th December 1700, 6th, 8th, l 3 tb, IStb, and 19th March 1700-1,- 

Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite to the Mogul, and Governor of Surat, I 4 th May, 7ih 
October, fth December 1700, lAtb January, 8ih, I 3 ib, and JSib February 1700-1.— 
Correspondence between Sir Nicholas Waite and the Presidency of Masulipatam, 1st July, 
3 d, 7th, and 20th August, 1st and 27th September 1700 — Correspondence between Sii 
Nicholas Waite and the Presidency of ilugbly, IStb and 27th September 1700,27th January 
1700-t, and 2Ath March 1701. 


CHAP HI. 

1700^. 
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‘ transactions of Consul Pitt, on the CoKottAUrDSi:. 

1 p?t regarded the Embassy, having already • bean 

report on his detailed, require only to be referred to, as a branch, oft the 

transactions 

iTamNorm* Company’s foreign transactions, in this season. His 

account of the Embassy, before Sir William Norris quitted 
Masulipatani, consisted only of a vindication of his own 
conduct, against the suspicions and accusations of the Am¬ 
bassador, to prevent any improper impression on the Court. 
This vindication stated, that instead of having obstructed 
the journey of the Ambassador from Masulipatam, by Gol- 
condab, to the Mogul’s camp, every effort had been made, 
on his part, to facilitate a mission, which involved equally 
the reputation of the English Nation, and the interests 
of the English Company that the best evidence he could 
adduce, was the expences of the Ambassador, during his 
residence on the Coromandel Coast, which had amounted to 
113,000 rupees that, after the fullest preparations had been 
made for his journey, under the pretext that two Fouzdiirs had 
refused to furnish oxen, (which, however, they afterwards gave,) 
he had diverted the line of trade, for which the ship Somers was 
intended, and employed that vessel to carry himself, and suite, to 
Surat, notwithstanding a notice from the Mogul, that it was 
expected he would proceed by land. 

Consul PHt, therefore, and his Council, protested against 
th6 Ambassador’s conduct, and informed the Court, that his 
voyage to Surat had been undertaken by the advice of Sir Nicholas 
Waite, whose letter to the Mogul had done great prejudice to 

the 
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tbe CompftBy*s af&irs on the Coasts and that the charges of the 
Bfflbassy^ and .the present to ** AssedKhan/’ the Vizier, (who 1700-1. 
bad' expressed liis displeasure on the occasion, and whoise 
good offices were essential for the Company’s interests,) had 
materially embarrassed the funds;—that not having received 
bills from Surat, to reimburse the charges for the Embassy, 
either the Company’s investment must have been at a stand, 
or money borrowedon the whole, that he had transmitted 
documents, to support this vindication of his- conduct, to the 
Court, to which he referred, for a decision, not only on the 
subjects in dispute, between the Ambassador and himself, but 
on the measui'cs for the Company’s interests, which he had felt 
it his duty to pursue. 

On the subject of the Company’s trade, Consul Pitt — l"* report 

represented, that the blame attributed to him, liecausc the "o" "f ‘*>6 

Engli-ihCom- 

homeward-bound ships had not arrived in the first year, P»oy’* 'rade 

on ihe Coro- 

evidently arose from an expectation which could not be realized, reandei 
for till Factories could be settled, and exchanges com¬ 
menced, it '.was impossible to provide investments;—that in the 
course of the season 1700 - 1 , however, he had contracted with 
the, merchants- for an investment, which be estimated at 
263,460 pagodas;—^that the pr-ofits from their sales, in India, 
would be narrow, there being no market for Europe cloths, and 
die exchange of them for Coiist cloths impossible, on account 
of the prohibition of Indian manufactures in England, a 
measure which, heforesaWv would be as ruinous to trade, as 
die settling of two Companies, by authority of the Legislature; 

—that 
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CHAP^i —that he could not but compare the equipments of the 

I 7 OO -1. London Company, which, in this season, amounted to twelve sail, 
with the equipments of the English Company, which consisted 
of nine sail only;—that though favorable accounts had been 
received of the new Settlement in Borneo, and of the Prince’s 
Nishan in Bengal, still the trade must remain on a narrow 
scale, and under great disadvantages;—^that his own situation 
was peculiarly distressing, as it would have been better he had 
not been vested with the commission of Consul, unless he 
had been enabled to render his orders efficient, for the 
go>emment of Madras disregarded and disavowed his authority, 
wliicii had obliged him to narrow the trade, and relinquish 
the plan of a Settlement at Porto Novo. 

Sir Edward From the accounts communicated to the Court, in the 

pirton'his'^^ preceding season, of the refusal of Mr. Beard, the London 

measures for , ^ , 1 1 j s 1 . 

seconding the Company s President, at Calcutta, to acknowledge the authority 

Anibassrdor of Sii' Edward Littleton, as Consul for the English Nation in 

in solititing a 

phirniauud. Bengal, and from the difficulty with which even a small propor¬ 
tion of Bengal trade could be procured, for the shipping of the 
English Company, we are prepared to expect, only, the continua¬ 
tion of the efforts which Sir Edward Littleton could make, to 
assist the Embassy of Sir William Norris, and to purchase 

temporary 

(1)—^Letters (general) from Coniul Kit and Council at Masulipatam and MadapoUam 
to the Court, March, 24 th Senteniber 1700, and 10 th March 1 / 00-1 ——• Correipondonce 
between Consul Pitt and Sir Nicholas Waite at Surat, 30 th May lyoo, 3d Jaituaiy, and 
24 th Februaiy i;oo-l. Letter from Coniul Pitt to Sir William Norm, 29ihMarch 1701, 
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temporary grants, to carry on trade till the Pbirmaund could hi . 

be obtained, and of the manner in which he proceeded, in 1700-1 
making a small investment, to give the English Company a share 
in the profits of the Bengal trade. 

Sir Edward Littleton, to assist the Ambassador, granted 
a commission to Mahmood Hareph,” (whom he described as a 
person conversant in all matters regarding Bengal,) to attend 
Sir William Norris, and assist him as a Vakeel, but, was of 
opinion with Consul Pitt, that it would have been more advisable 
for the Ambassador, or some of his retinue, to have gone from 
Masulipatam to the Mogul’s camp, than to have altered his 
plan, and sailed to Surat, particularly after he received in¬ 
telligence of the death of the Mogul’s Duan, and the un¬ 
certainty of the character of the minister, who might succeed 
him. 

Taking a general review of all the circumstances wliich had 
occurred since his arrival, Sir Edward Littleton stated, that, at 
first, he could only obtain the same terms which had been 
granted to the Interlopers, that is, to pay three thousand 
rupees for permission to make sales and purchases for each ship, 
and give security for six thousand more, should the Ambas¬ 
sador not procure a Phirmaund within the year;—^tliat this, in 
fact, was only a sufferance to remain as traders in the country, 
and all that could be hoped for, in the Phirmaund, was to 
have the same privileges which the London Company enjoved, 
though, if permission to establish a mint at Hughly could be 
ac^uured, it would give to the En glish Company a decided supe- 

rioi ity;— 
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fflAP II I, lioiity ,—^tliat, un«ler the temporary permission which had been 

l/OO-L purchased, he had established Factories at Baeeabore and' 
Dacca, but from the want of Factory and Writers, properly 
.qualified, he had not attempted a Factory at CossiMBtrxAR 
or Maeoa, and, till he knew the issue of the application 
for the Phirmaund, it would not be prudent to enlarge the 
trade, or to pay farther rents for buildings or warehouses, 
because these would be more chargeable than any cxpenoes 
which would be incurred in building a Factory;—that he had, 
however, procured an order for such a building, and would, 
after the rainy seasson, fix on a situation, and make preparations 
for this undertaking. 

—iin leport On the state of the trade in Bengal, Sir Edward Little- 

on (llP sUlo 

of trade lu ton iiiadc a comparison between the stock and funds of the 

Bengal 

London and English Companies, and of their respective 
equipments, drawing from it an inference of what would be 
the cflects of an Union, on the funds of the English Com¬ 
pany, and on the relative ranks of their servants;—the stock 
of the London Company, for this season, exceeded that of 
the English, in the proportion of Jive to two -their ships 
had arrived early in the season, which had given them a 
decided advantage in the market:—^the difierence between 
the equipments bore a still greater proportion, the Lopdon 
Company having Jive ships, while the English Compiiny had 
only one, and, therefore, they necessarily pre-occupied. the 
market, in the purchase of Bengal goods; but though they 
had been continued a Corporation, if the English Company» 

would 
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troaM Bend an Akn]^e supply of stack, he did not despair of cH^p.m . 
obtaining a superiority in trade;—^in the hope of receltittg' 
such stock, he was making an experiment to obtain goods from 
Agra and the Upper Provinces, but the opposition of the 
Ixmdon Company's servants still continued, for they would not 
hear his commission read ;—the cargoes of goods from Eng¬ 
land had not only been small, but the best articleB had been 
selected, and taken into the Company's stores, by Consul Pitt, 
at Masulipatam;—Sir Edward Littleton concluded, that the 
whole of these circumstances were discouraging, as their rivtd 
had been continued a Corporation, and he was under the im¬ 
pression, that the English Company's stock would be absOrbed 
in that of the London Company. In the event of an Union, 
he trusted provision would be made, that the English Com¬ 
pany would not be made responsible for the debts of the 
London Company; or the young men, whom they had ient 
out to be Factors, take precedence of the English Company's 
junior servants. 

This view of the commercial circumstances of the two 
Companies, the Consul hoped, would explain the efforts which 
had been made, to provide investments, and dispatch the home- 
ward-boUnd ships. On the Antelope, ^70,000 in goods, had 
been’ laden, and on the Tankerville, an investment estimated at 
168,000 rupees, notwithstanding the discouragement from the 
Prohibition Act; and every effort should be made, to collect 
the largest proportion of raw-silk, to reduce the price, at the 
Turkey Company’s sales, of that valuable surticle. 

VOL. HI. 3 H la 
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CHAP. III . In the management of the trade, Sir Edward Litdetorir^ 
1700-1. explained, that the EngHsh Company’s servants had been much 
distressed, for want of pilots, acquainted with the soundings of 
the Ganges, and their stores endangered, from being without 
a proper guard, the greatest part of the soldiers, brought irom 
England, having died or deserted, and many of their seamen 
left the service; an evil, against which some regulation should 
be provided, by taking an obligation from the country vessels 
to pay a thousand rupees for every English seaman who might 
be found on board, without the Consul’s licence. 

Prom this situation of the Presidency of Hughly, Sir 
Edward Littleton submitted to the Court, that* a large stock 
should be sent, in the ensuing season, otherwise it would be 
impracticable for the English Company to obtain a proportion 
of the trade, which the large funds of the London Company 
were daily enabling them to engross. <•> 

Beport The speculation which the Court of Directors bad adopted, 

of President 

Catciipooie of opcninj? a trade on the Island of Borneo, and connecting it 
on ihe China 1 * fc > o 

trade, and the ^ith the exchanges and imports from China, forms an interesting 

expedient-y o * 

Setiiemcnt at foreign transactions of the English Company, in 

dore^°"' season. Mr. Landen had, last year, embarked, with a 

Council, to settle at Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, and Mr. 
Catchpoole, with the character of Consul, as well as President^ 

to 

(1)—Letteri (general) from Sir Edward Littleton aod Council at Hughly to the Court, 

4 tb June J? 00 , IStb January, and I8(b February J 700 - 1 .-Letters from the Presidency 

of Hughly to tbe Presidency of Surat, 4 th June IJOO, 18 th January 1700-1.- Letters 

from Uic Presidency of Hughly to Sir Williatn Norris, 27th May 1700, 18 th January l/OO-l. 
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to attempt a trade at some of the ports on the Coast of China, chap, hi . 
Mr. Landen had succeeded, for when Mr. Catchpoolc, in the 17^0-1. 
Eaton Frigate, arrived at Banjar-Massin, he found an esta* 
blished Factory; and though there is no account from Mr. 

Landen, of the circumstances under which he acquired this 
station, or of the sales or purchases which he had made, 

President Catchpoole was induced to form an intercourse be¬ 
tween Borneo and Cimsan, near Liampo, to which he proceeded 
with the Eaton, to commence a trade. 

Having reached Chusan, in September 1700, Mr. Catch¬ 
poole was received, in a friendly manner, by the Governor, where 
he remained, without being able, from this period to the 9th 
December, to obtain permission to land goods or to trade, or 
procure a chop for that privilege. At last the chop was granted, 
for which he agreed to pay two per cent., in full of all duties, 
and a rent of five tale, per month, for his house and warehouses. 

As soon as he began to act on this grant, he discovered 
that it was a temporary, instead of a permanent permission to 
trade, for it was only a licence for this vessel to sell and 
purchase goods, and no permanent grant could be had, ex- 
eept by an Embassy to the Emperor, the charges of which 
were estimated at 5 ^ 10 , 000 ; it was, therefore, left to the con- 
sideratiim of the Court, to give instructions, whether they 
would undertake such an Embassy, and incur so large an ex¬ 
pence, for without embracing both of these measures, a fixed 
trade could not be expected. 


3 H 2 


In 
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CHAP III. In the course of the season, the Macclesfield Galley waa 
1700 -1. dispatched from Chusan fmr Europe, with a full cai^, but it 
was found that an investment for the Trumbal, or Eaton, could 
not be purchased; the Trumbal, therefore, was dispatched to 
Borneo, for pepper, and ordered to touch at Amoy, to take on 
board twenty of the crew of the Harwich man of war, which 
had been wrecked on that coast. 

President Catchpoole, after the experience of a few months, 
found, that it was impossible to obtain produce, without 
making an advance in money, or Europe goods, and giving the 
manufacturers six or seven months time to bring in China goods: 
—Whence, from the evasive proceedings of the Governor and his 
officers, and from the nature of the c/iop which he had pur¬ 
chased, he was satisfied there was no security that the articles 
contracted for would be delivered, and, therefore, recommended 
to the Court the expediency of forming a Settlement on the 
Island of Fulo Condobe, situated between China and Batavia, 
as preferable to any establishment which could be made in the 
Empire of China;—^this project he proposed should be expe¬ 
rimental, only, and that it should be tried by some of the crew of 
the Harwich, attended by proper officers and mechanics:—for 
tliis service the Trumbal was to touch at Amoy, for twenty of 
the Harwich’s crew, sail to the Island, take possession of it in 
the King^s name, and raise a temporary fortification for their 
defence. The object of this establishment Mr. Catchpoole 
explained to be, that of forming a check on tlie Chinese Go¬ 
vernment, should they seize the Company’s property, detain 

their 
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their servants, or refuse to pay the debts due to them, and chap nr . 
recommended to the Court, to apply for conditional letters of I 70 O-I- 
reprizal, empowering him to make prizes of China ships, 
and to detain the crews, as hostages, and the ships, as a 
compensation;—meantime, he trusted he would be able to dis¬ 
patch the Eaton, with a rich cargo, by the next monsoon .('> 

(1)—-Letters from the President Catchpoole and Council to the Courts from Banjar- 

Massin in Borneo, July and August 1700-Letters from President Calchpoo’a and 

Council to the Coart, from Chusan m China, 11th October, Uth November, ZtstandlSth. 

December 1700. 
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1701 - 2 . 


I.ONDON COMPANY. 

CHAP iir. The proceedings of the two Conspanies in England, from 
1701 -2. the period when their rights and interests were placed in oppo- 
ot^'aruni'oa s>ition, have exhibited only proofs of the impolicy and impracti- 
tw7compa! cability of this speculation, and of the commercial losses to both, 
"ppawiT'^to and to the nation :—^the period, however, had now arrived, 
lariiament Companies became satisfied, that farther oppo¬ 

sition of interests must terminate in the bankruptcy of the one, 
or of the other, and when Parliament were convinced, that 
the continuance of this opposition would destroy the direct trade 
between England and the East-Indies. 

In illustration, it is necessary, only, to refer to the declining 
credit of the English Company, to their want of experience, 
and to the efforts of the London Company in resisting 
their rival, both at home, and in India, to diseover the 
source of the Parliamentary discussions on the subject; dis¬ 
cussions which led to the Union of the London and English 
Companies, as the only remedy for repairing the losses which 
each had sustained, or for restoring an important branch of the 
trade and navigation of the kingdom. 


At 
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At the outset, the English Company, resting on their 
superior rights, anticipated the probability of annihilating the 1701 - 2 . 
London Company, and of becoming, in three years, the exclu> 
sivc possessors of the East-India trade; but, even in this short 
period, they found, that not only their stock was depreciated, 
and their commercial edbrts unproductive, but were convinced, 
that though the London Company were daily incurring debts by 
large advances of money, and though their foreign stations were 
exposed to the oppressions of the Native Powers, yet their funds 
and credit continued unimpaired, and that the servants of the 
English Company would ultimately have to meet those very 
oppressions from the Indian Powers, which they had seen nearly 
ovcrwhelming.tbe London Company. 

We have, therefore, to trace the events which were bring- The London 

Company 

ing forward the Union' of the two Companies, and the instrac- propose to 
° ^ ^ Parliament to 

tions which the resolutions of each, to unite, induced them to l^y oft ‘ho 

stock nt the 

convey to. their servants abroad ; and perhaps the state of 
Europe, preparing for the war of the Succession, facilitated 
this termination of opposition, between practice and speculation. 

At the opening of the London Company’s transactions, 
in the months of April and May 1701, their Committees, on 
receiving information of the continued exactions of the Go¬ 
vernor of Surat, and of the Mogul Government, on their 
Settlements and trade, and finding a rise of price in the 
Europe articles required for their exports, and difficulty in 
sales of Indian produce, either for home consumption, or for 
re-exportationi came to the resolution of making a proposition 

to 
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CHAP III. to Fariiament, (founded on the appoiidment of a CoMmittce 
1^6^. of the House of Commons, ** to receire proposals for paying 
off the National Debts, and advancing the credit of the 
“ Nation,”) to pay off the stock of the English Company 
and separate trade, that is, to pay off the two millions, 
at five per cent:—^this ofl^r, it was conceived, would remove 
the chief obstacle to an Union, as the L^slature were satisfied 
of the importance of the direct trade between England and the 
East-Indies, and disposed to restore the balance of the Indian 
trade in favour of the English nation :—^but this proposition, 
though approved of by the Committee, was rejected by the 
House of Commons. 

A Commit- The Court of Directors, finding that relief could not be 
Sp'pomtSjrn obtained by an application to Parliament, and satisfied, notwith- 
standing the Act continuing them a Corporation, that their 
” * affairs must continue exposed to much distress, when the month 
of September I 70 I should arrive, (or the time specified in the 
Act of 1698, constituting the English Company,) came to a 
resolution, to resort to the plan of arbitration, and appointed a 
Committee of Seven to negotiate the business. This Com¬ 
mittee, at first, reported to the General Court, that they had 
not been able to ascertain the intentions of the English Company; 
and on the 17th April I 70 I, it was resolved, by a General Court, 
to empower the Committee of Seven, with the approbation of 
the Court of Committees, to receive proposals for an Union, oi* 
to make proposals themselves, for the benefit and advantage 
of the Company, of which public notice was given. 


On 



1»A5^-ZN»1A caStPAVr. 

Otk t1ie'23d April, Court met to receive such' proposals 
aa might be laid befc^re them, wheu a plan, suggested by Mr. John 
JDtraper to the Governor, was read, and Sir Basil Firebrace 
informed the Court, that he had offers to make, which he 
doubted not would produce an Union between the two Com¬ 
panies, but desired that a recompence might be allowed him for 
his trouble, in the event of both Companies coming to an agree¬ 
ment. On the 24th, the Court resolved, that the Committee of 
Seven, or any five of them, should be authorized, exclusively, 
to receive or make proposals, subject to the ultimate approbation 
of the General Court, and also to settle the recompence to be 
given to Sir Basil Firebrace, provided he could accomplish this 
important business. 

The Committee of Seven, after repeated conferences with 
Sir Basil Firebrace, submitted, on the 6th June l^Ol, to the 
Court of Committees, that as a recompence, if he efl^cted the 
Union, aS150,000 of the stock of the Company should be 
transferred to him, op his paying ^80 for each ^100 stock, 
that is, a reward of ^20 per cent, cm this sum, as a compen¬ 
sation for his services. 

On the 26th September l/Ol, Sir Basil Firebrace applied 
to the Court to prolong the time for the negotiation, which was 
to expire on the 29th September 1701, when it was agreed, that 
he should be desired to proceed in bringing tlie treaty to a 
conclusion, and assured, that they would represent his services 
to the General Court, for sudh recompence as they should think 
proper. 

VOL. III. 3 I The 
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CHAP III 

Sir Bail! 
Firebrace 
empowered 
to adjust tlie 
terms of the 
Union, 
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CHAP iir The conferences, however, continued, from this period, till 
TToT^. the month of January 1701-2, when the general terms of 
terms of the Union were agreed on by both Companies; or that a Committee 
Union pgreed Company, should be appointed a Court or 

Managers ;—each Company to contribute a moiety of what the 
Managers should think fit to export;—^the Court of Managers 
to have the future direction of all matters relating to trade and 
Settlements, but the Factors of each Company to manage the 
separate stocks of their respective employers, sent out before the 
Union, and to return the same, and clear all - aeeoiints and 
debts in India, before the expiration of seven years, at which 
time, one great Joint Stock Company was to be formed, by the 
Union of the two Companies j—^This agreement, or instrument 
of Union, was approved of by the General Courts of both 
Companies, on the 27th April 1702. 

Bf port on (he In communicating this event to the General and President 
Union,by (be of SuRAT, and to the Other Presidencies in India, the Court 

Court,totbeir 

foreign Presi- of Cominittecs informed them, that, though they had a deep 

dentiLi. , ^ 

^ense of their sufferings, from the heavy accusations of piracy, 
the malicious attempts of the English Company against them, 
and the cruelty, extortion, and oppression of the Mogul Gover¬ 
nors, yet they requested an oblivion of those injuries, and, as, in 
future, the interests of the two Companies were the same, and 
the funner competitions of their servants in India had afiected 
the prices of exports and imports, and injured the general trade, 
that the Union had become indispensable:—the general in¬ 
structions, therefore, were, that kindness and good offices 

should 
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should, in future, be shewn by them, to the servants of the English chap hi 
C ompany, in the same manner as had been recommended by the 
Directors of the English Company, towards the servants of the 
London Company. As a particular instruction, the Pi-esidency of 
Surat were required to clear off all the remains of Europe goods 
in their warehouses and Factories, and to wind up the ac¬ 
counts, as soon as possible:—the Court, on this occasion, farther 
trusted, that the indiderence which the Dutch and Frencli 
nations had shewn to the distresses of Sir John Gayer, and of 
the President and Council, instead of proceeding from national 
opposition, in fact had arisen from the Directors of the Com¬ 
panies of those nations having observed, that, as the English were 
divided among themselves, they could not be disposed to support 
either, but to avail themselves of their dissensions, for their 
own profit:—this evil, it w'as hoped, would cease, as soon as 
they should be informed of the Union of the two Companies, 
and, at some future period, an adequate recompence for 
their losses from the Mogul, and his officers, might be obtained ; 
an exact account, therefore, was to be kept, of all those losses, 
to become the foundation of remonstrances, or a reason for the 
employment of force. 

The separate instructions given by the Court to the General Sepaiate m- 

, slruclKins for 

and Presidency of Sue at, under these circumstances, were, m Bombay nnd 

Surat, 3jjJ 

substance, to endeavour, by every possible means, to sticngthen equipmems 

and ktotk for 

Bombay, as a seat of trade and place of defence;—to be on the season, 
their guoi'd against the depredations of the Muscat Anibs;—to 
encourage tlie cultivation of white pepper at Carwar, and (as 
3 12 the 
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CHAP III the Dutch had not withdrawn from Anjengo) to complete the 

1701 foitification of that station;—to abandon the project of settling 
at “ Goiinun,” in the Mahratta country;—and to make known 
to the Governor of Surat, that Captain Kidd, and several other 
pirates, had been convicted, and hung in chains at Tilbury; 
a proof of the detestation in which the Government of England 
held the crimes of the pirates. 

The equipments for the season 1701-2 were,—the Howland 
and the Regard, for Bombay and Subat ; the Colchester, for 
the Coast ; the Wentworth, for Bengal ; and the Chambers 
Fiigate, the Aurungzebe, the Fleet Frigate, and the Union, for 
China. The Aurungzebe was to return from China to Surat, 
thence to go to Mocha, for aloes, coffee, and olibanum, and 
then to touch at Surat, to complete her cargo for Europe. The 
prospect of war, which had retarded the sailing of the vessels, 
during this season, produced an order, that the homeward- 
bound fleet should keep in company with the Dutch. 

DeathofKing Tlic death of King William, on the 8th March 1701-2, 

■William, and 

accession of aiid tlic acccssion of Queen Anne, did not produce any 

Queen Anne _ ^ ir j 

change in the politics of England, with respect to the Conti¬ 
nental Powers, for Parliament, in their Address to the Queen, 
promised to support Her Majesty, in such measures as she might 
adopt, for opposing the exorbitant power of France. This event 
gave the Court confidence in the Union, and its advantages to 
the general interests of the East-India trade, notwithstanding the 
Declaration of War by the Queen, the Emperor, and the States 
General, against France and Spain, on the 4th May I 702 , and 

the 
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tfic general embargo and impress of seamen, which would CHAP.iii. 
-prevent the dispatch of the last ships of the season, 1701 - 2 . 

The orders of the Court to the Agents in Persia, this The mstruc- 

° tioni to Persia 

season, at its opening, and at its close, corresponded with those varied, m the 

^ progress of 

which have appeared in the dispatches to Surat. At the com- the Union, 
mencement, when the prospect of the Union was uncertain, the 
Court gave discretionary instructions regarding the English Com¬ 
pany’s ships, should they interfere in the Persian trade, and 
directions to explain to that Government, that the London Com¬ 
pany would continue in the exclusive possession of their rights, 
in which the English Company were not to participate; but 
censured the Agent at Gombroon, for his too civil ” recep¬ 
tion of Captain Montague, commander of an English Company’s 
ship :—but lest the Union might be interpreted by the Governor, 
as evidence that all English subjects enjoyed the same rights, 
it was ordered, that the disputes, between the Agents in Persia 
and the brokers, should be adjusted, that advantage might not 
be taken of this circumstance, by the English Company’s Agent, 
to introduce a separate trade in Persia. 

As war in Europe was probable, the Agent was ordered to 
purchase as great a quantity of raw-silk, Caramania wool, and 
drugs, as he could obtain, because these articles would rise in 

price, 

(1)—Letten from the Court of the London Company to the General and Council of 
Bombay, and Preaident and Council of Surat, luh and 16th April, 6th May, 27th June, 

17th September 1701, I2ih January 1701-2, 4th and l 4 th May 1702-Mmutea ol 

General Courts, and Courts of CommitKies of the Ixrndon Company, 17tb, Idlli, 23 il, 24 th, 
and 30th April, 6tb June, 26(haad 27th September 1701, and 27tb April 1 / 02 . 
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CHAP. Ill price, from the improbability that the usual quantities of Fersian 
goods, particularly silk, could be imported, either from Spain or 
Italy. 

After, however, the plan of an "Union was adopted, the 
instructions coincided with those sent to Surat, or that the 
Agents were, in future, to observe the most friendly intercourse 
with the Agents of the English Company, there being but one 
interest to be consulted.<') 

Instruction? There does not occur, this season, in the instructions to 

to the Presi¬ 
dency of I'ort the Presidency of Fort St. George, any order, previously to 

in conse- ' the agreement for an Union of the two Companies, except an 

quence of 

the Union, approbation of the vigour and prudence so eminently manifested 
by President Pitt, in resisting and defeating the projects of Con¬ 
sul Pitt:—this approbation is accompanied with a recital of the 
transactions between the two Courts, which had terminated in 
establishing the basis of their Union, and with a recommendation, 
similar to that which had been given to the Presidency of Surat, 
to forget former injuries, by their rivals, and to unite with them 
in one mutual system of effort, to lower the prices of Coast 
goods, to the rates at which they had been purchased, before 
the existence of the English Company; and that the goods selected 
should be of better quality, though less in quantity and price. 
These orders, it was expected, would have the effect (though an 
opposition of powers and of mercantile interests had, for a few 
years, subsisted between Madras and Masulipatam) to convince 

the 

(I)—Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council m Persia, 26th April, 6th May, 
1/01, and 22d May 1702. 
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the >fatiire nierchants and nianu6Eicturer8y that both Campaaies 
had but one object, the sale of Europe produce, on the best 
terms, and the purchase of Indian articles, at the cheapest rates. 

The expediency (if not the necessity) of the Union, is 
farther illustrated, by the orders to withdraw the Out-factories 
which had been established, to prevent the English Company 
from obtaining stations of trade, and to save the expences which 
had been incurred in these precautionary measures, but to con¬ 
tinue the fortified stations, and to keep them in the best state 
of defence, against the Native Powers~the wall round the 
Black Town of Madras was to be finished, to render this seat of 
the English power and trade impregnable to any of the com¬ 
petitors for the Mogul Empire, or to the Hindoo Chiefs, 
should they prevail in the Decan, to prevent thejn from levying 
arbitrary contributions in the countries in the immediate 
vicinity of the Fort, or exacting large sums, from their opinion 
of the revenues. 

The equipments intended for this station, in connexion 
with China, have already been enumerated, and, in the 
preceding season, the intentions of the Court to form a series of 
exchanges between the trade of China, and that of the Coast of 
Coromandel have been detailed. The Chambers Frigate was to 
return from China to Madras, that the profits from the sale 
of the China goods, at that place, might become an additional 
fund for the purchase,of the Coast goods, required in the 
Europe market, and thus, by enlarging the circuit of 

exchanges. 


CHAP. HI. 

iToTs. 
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CHA P.ni. exchanges, the profits abroad might add to those expected from 

1701 - 2 . the sales at home. <’> 

-Instructions In the preceding season, the Court had directed that Ben- 

to the Agent * 

and Council cooLEH, and the others tations in Sumatra, should be under the 

alBeutoolen 

management of the President and Council of Fort St. George; 
that York Fort should be strengthened, and small armed 
vessels, and a reinforcement of Caffres for its defence, sent 
from this Presidency :—the same orders are repeated, in the in^ 
structions of this season, with the addition, that encourage¬ 
ment should be given to the Chinese inhabitants, and the custom, 
or duty, on pepper bought by country shipping, having the 
Company’s pass, reduced to one haj^nny per pound. Tria:- 
mong having been found unhealthy, the Agent was to ex¬ 
ercise his discretionary powers, in removing that Settlement 
to “ Bentall.” 

The commercial instructions were general, or that the 
largest proportion of pepper should be obtained, and only a 
small quantity of benjamin;—^the two ships, destined for 
China, had orders to touch at Bencoolen, for all the pepper 
which the Settlement could a£R>rd, on paying for it one half¬ 
penny per pound, advance, on the prime cost:—^the correspon¬ 
dence, in future, was to be placed under the same distinct heads, 
as at the other Settlements. 

Sin^ar 


(l)^Letteri from the Court to the Prmident and Council of Fort St. George, l^th 
September 1701, Nth Februarj, 6th and 13 th March 1701>2. 

(S)—Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council at Bencoolen, 8th July, l^tli 
September lyoi, and 14 th Februaiy iyoi- 3 . 
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i^fidilarnnstnuttions, wth those sent to Fort St: CWirge, 
were conveyed by the Court to the Presidency df Bengal, Oh 17^1“ 2. 

—Andtoilie 

the precarbus state of the rights under which the London Com- Presidency oi 
pany held llieir possessions and carried on their trade, speci¬ 
fying that the basis of the Union, between the two Companies, 
had been settled, and recommending to President Bearcf con¬ 
ciliatory measures towards the Agents of the English Com¬ 
pany :—competition, between the two Companies, was, in future, 
to cease, and the extension of trade to be the common object:— 

As the necessity, which had obliged this Presidency to be lavish 
in presents to the Native Governore and Officers, no longer 
existed, frugality was to ibe observed by both Companies, in 
the bribes or presents which they might give for permission to 
carry on the United Trade :—^these instructions were not intended 
to detract from the merits of President Beard, his Council 
or subordinate Agents, in resisting the pretensions, or checking 
the commercial encroachments of the English Company; on 
the contrary, their conduct had the fullest approbation of the 
Court. 

The equipments for Bengal, in this season, were abridged, 
both because the Prohibition Act had rendered an enlarged 
tonnage unnecessary, and because competitions in the Eng¬ 
lish market no longer existed; the investment, therefore, 
was. to comprehend Bengal goods of the best sorts, and, on 
account of the approaching war in Europe, a large proportion 
of raw-silk, drugs, and the finest indigo. This assortment was 
the more necessary, from the probability of convulsions in the 

VOL. III. 3K Peninsula 
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nr . Peninsula, on the Eqaperor’s death:—^in this view, also^ Fort 
1701 * 2 . William w^s ordered to be fortified in the strongest manner, 
and made a regular Pentagon, defended by bastions, that, in 
the event of the Out-Factories being withdrawn, the Company’^ 
servants and property might find a place of safety, which 
would enable them, any emergency, to retire from the 
country, without being subjected to similar restrictions, or im^ 
prisonment, as at Surat.<*> 

The Committees of the London Company continued their 
der”fhe ma* establish a trade to Chh^a, even after the English Com- 

&u|ercar^. P^®y had ceased to be their rival, for, in this season, while the ne- 
gotiation was pending, the Chambers Frigate and tlie Aurungzebe 
were dispatched for Amoy, under the charge of Mr. Dolben and 
three Supercargoes, to purchase an investment; one vessel was 
to return to Surat, that the profits from the sale of the China 
produce might come in aid of the investment from that Presi¬ 
dency, and the other to Fort St. George, with the like object ; 
discretionary powers, however, were given to these Supercar¬ 
goes, either to attempt the sales or investments at Liampo, or at 
Canton, as the probability of trade might encourage them. 

After the basis of the Union was settled, the same orders, 
fox conciliatory conduct towards the ships of the English 
Company, were repeated, and, as the season advanced, when 
the certainty of the Union was known, the ships, the Fleet Fri¬ 
gate and the Union, were dispatched direct for Canton, with 

lists 


( 0 —Letters from Ihe Conrt to the President and Council of Fort William, 12th Ja¬ 
nuary and 5 tb March 1701-2, 



fistis of goods, nearly the saCniO as in the ][>r6ceiling SestkSn i 
exc^fft l!hat, on aOcount of the approaching war in Europe, the 
investment was to comprehend a large proportion of raw-silk, 
and the quantity of teas to depend on the goodness of their 
quality :—^wrought silks, however, were not to form part of the 
investment, as the Prohibition Act would prevent the sale of 
themih England ;—the Supercargoes were to follow such orders 
as they might receive frdra the Secret Committee of the Court; 
but, as a general order, the produce of aH private goods, sent 
for sale in China, was to be invested in' gold, to prevent the 
tonnage being filled up with bulky commodities/'^ 

In the early part of thife season, the Court directed the 
Gdvemor and Council of St. HniuNA to exact the regulai* 
custom from idl ships, not in the Compsuny’s service, with the 
exception of men of war, who were to be allowed to wafer and 
purchase provisions, duty free. 

From the piobability of a war with France, the stations at 
Sayn Valley, Sandy Bay, and Mundeii’s' Mount, were to he 
fortified, and guns were sent for the defence of them;—^the 
Severn man of War had been appointed for the protection of 
the outward-bound fleet, as far as St. Helena) id; 'which she 
was t6 take under her convoy the homeward-hou'ndf ships, the 
captains of which were to obey the orders of the Secret 
Committee, which would be communicated to them by the 
Governor; and, at the close pf the season, as the Union ap- 
3 K 2 proached. 


CHAP. Ilf. 

iM 


Orderi to the 
Governor ot 
St. Helenj, 
on the Union 


(1)—Letters and instructions from the Court to the Supercargoes of the vessels destined 
for Amojr and Canton, 17th September, 24 th December, 1701, and 28 th January 170 l> 3 . 
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CHAP. III. 


The applica¬ 
tions fur 
Phirm.tuncls 
encrense the 
cxpences of 
the London 
Company, 
by bribea 
to the Mo- 
pul'a muns- 

ICIS. 


preached, the orders were repeated, to shew every ciTilftjr atid 
accommodation to the ships and servants of the English'Com- 
pai)Y.<‘> 


If the rights and trade of the two Companies in 
England had, in this season, changed their aspect, from an 
opposition of interests, to an Union, which was once more to 
render the East-India Company the commercial representatives 
of the nation, in its direct trade to and from the £ast>lndies, 
the circumstances of the foreign Settlements of each Company, 
from the servants of both being ignorant of this event, afforded 
only the continuation of the disastrous consequences of that 
opposition, which the impolitic establishment of rival Companies 
had produced. 

It is a necessary preliminary, in reviewing the circumstances 
of the London East-India Company’s foreign Presidencies, con¬ 
tending for their rights and trade, against the interferences of 
the servants of the English Company, to advert to the politick 
situation of India, at this juncture. 

In the last season it was found, that the conduct of the Presi¬ 
dents or Consuls, and of the Ambassador, had been influenced 
by the general opinion, that the great age of Aurungzebe, and 
tlie preparations for a civil war, for the succession, and for 

throwing 

(1)—Letteri fVotn the Court to the Governor and Council of St. Helena, l6th Apnl,^ 
6 th May 1701, J 9th January and dth February lyoi-2. 
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throwing off the dependence of the Hindoos on the Moguls’ Jhad 9^ ^ 
rendered the internal situation of the provinces, from which 17 ^ 1 - 2 . 
produce for investments was to be drawn, unfavorable. to 
agriculture and manufactures, and unsafe for the transit of 
goods to the sea ports; hence, if competition between the two 
Companies had not existed, sales and purchases would have 
been difficult, and could not have been made at the old prices ; 
but when tlje English Company attempted to buy up the goods, 
which the London Company were in the lialut of collecting for 
their investments, the Ministers of the Mogul, and the Agents 
of the competitors for the Succession, considered both Com¬ 
panies, as precipitating their applications for Phirmaunds and 
grants, lest the Emperor’s death should render all negotiatioh 
unavailing. It was this opinion which led these ministers, in 
the preceding year, to protract the negotiation, that they might 
extort large sums from each Company, and add to the wealth 
by which they were, individually, to nuiintain their stations, 
when the succession to the Crown should open to them oppor¬ 
tunities of becoming officers of the new Sovereign :—this 
situation of public affairs explains the events which occurred, 
at the seats of trade of both Companies, particularly at 
Surat, where there were neither fortifications, nor force, to 
protect the English Factories from the arbitrary demands of 
tlie Governor, or the mandates of the Emperor, initated by 
the continuance of piracies in the Indian Seas. 

At the close of the preceding season. Sir John Gajer, SirWiiiiam 
President Colt, and his Council, in consequence of ordens serfo*seco«d 

from “PP*'*^* 
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chap, hi the Mo^Iy remained prisoners in their Factory, and the trade of 

1701 - i?. the London Company was at a stand: for Sir Nicholas Waite, hy 

tioiis of Sir ^ 

Nicholas every insidious art, had added to their distresses, and, at the 

Wdite, for . ^ ’ ’ 

the imprison- time when the Ambassador was on bis iouniey, pressed hint 

ment of the ^ ^ J r 

pan/rser’'”" his n^tiation, making any application for the 

vants at Su- release of their opponents:—^this ungenerous proceeding ap¬ 
pears to have ofiended Sir William Norris, who blamed the 
violence of the Consul, and felt it inconsistent with his cha« 
racier (although he was soliciting privileges for the English 
Company) to become the instrument of encouraging the 
animosity, or revenge, of Sir Nicholas Waite. 

This honourable conduct produced a coolness between the' 
Ambassador and Sir Nicholas Waite, and, in the sequel, we 
shall find tliat this coolness terminated in his dividing his ani¬ 
mosity between Sir William Norris, and the servants of the 
London Company. 

Weak state of Before adverting to the situation of Sir John Gayer and 

th^rcrisis!* President Colt, at Surat, it may be proper to attend to the 
actual state of the government and defences of the Island of 
Bombay, because this was the only retreat, except that of 
going on board their ships, and retiring, for a time, to a port 
in the Mahratta dominions, which had occurred to these meri¬ 
torious officers, during their confinement. The garrison of 
Bombay was weak, though efforts bad been made to strengthen 
the Island, by adding to the fortifications at Mahim, and the 
other stations, that they might be prepared to repel any attack 
by the Siddee, or by the Portuguese, who had a considerable 

naval 
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naval force on the West of India, collected for (esistiog the ctu p. nr . 
aggressions of the Muscat Arabs:—^the President described 1^01-2. 
the Arabs, on account of their successes, to have become ex¬ 
tremely insolent, and deterred only from making attacks on the 
Company’s ships, by an impression, that they were too strong 
to become easy prizes:—this encreased the expediency of con¬ 
tinuing the heavy charges to fortify Bombay against any open 
enemy, and against internal commotions, from the want of 
authority in the Governor, and from no Court of Judicature 
having been held in the Island for eleven years; additional 
forces, therefore, were required, to prevent Bombay being 
invaded by the Malirattas, Moors, Arabs, and Portuguese, 
against whom an absolute necessity existed of using force, or of 
submitting to the total loss of the Island. 

Sir John Gayer, therefore, stated to the Court, that unless 
a squadron of six men of war, with bomb vessels, should pro¬ 
ceed from Bngland, and act in conjunction with the Dutch, it 
would be impracticable to keep on terms with the Mogul, or the 
petty Princes on the Malabar Coast:—^if such a fleet should be 
obtained, the instructions to the commander nmst be distinct 
and positive, as three of the King’s ships, which had been sent 
out, had done nothing to suppress the pirates, and had returned 
home with cargoes of private goods, on account of Sir Nicholas 
Waite, and others, while the fourth (the Harwich) had been 
wrecked on the Coast of China;—^the Indian Seas, therefore, 
had been left with no other defence, than what the guns of the 

Company’s 
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C HAP nr '. Company's s^ips.could afibrd; while the supply'of recruits,’^lis 
1701 - 2 . season, had been inadequate to the defencefof Bombay. • ' 

The imesf- situation of the Company’s only strong port, on the* 

West of India, prepares us to resume the detail of the'eircum-* 
from Uic op'- stances under which Sir John Gayer and President Colt were 
t!ime<rby*the pluccd, duHOg this season, and to describe the difficulties which 
Erwmts^at experienced^ in procuring the partial investments which 

could be sent from this quarter of India. 

These officers, after referring to their confinement, informed 
the Court, that it was impossible to evade the obligation in the 
Security-Bondt extorted from President Annesley, both because 
tlie French and Dutch had submitted to them, and because 
Sir William Norris and Sir Nicholas Waite had offered to give 
security for the Mocha fleets:—it was not less impossible to 
resettle the inlqiid Factories, as ordered by the Court, because 
the funds intended for that purpose were absorbed, to support 
the trade against the English Company’s Agents, who had^ 
raised the prices, and rendered the articles scarce, bad,,and< 
dear. This application of the funds had become necessary, as 
the large sums expended by the English Company on their 
Embassy, iuid the money they bad been obliged to borrow, tor 
makuig up their investment, had rendered trade difficult, 
though it had, at the same time, reduced thrir own aflairs; 
Sir John Gayer, therefore, concluded, that while the London 
Company continued < to be charged with being guilty of the 
piracies, it was impossible to earry on peaceable trade at Surat; 
and, under all their difficulties, they had been obliged to send 
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an Armenian Vakeel to Court, to watch the progress df Sir chap hi . 
William Norris's negotiation. As the season advanced, it was 1701-2. 
discovered that the Ambassador had ofTcred to give security 
for the Mocha and Judda fleets, and to make good the damages 
done them, in order to bear down the London Company’s rights 
and trade, on the West of India:—^the efiect of this ofler had 
been, to induce the Mogul Government not only to insist on the 
Security-Bonds, but to require the fulfilment of them by the 
Dutch, notwithstanding their evasions. 

At the close of this season. Sir John Gayer and Mr. Colt 
continued to be confined to the Factory, though the Gk>vernor 
of Surat had been more favorable to them, than could have been 
expected; but, in such a situation, very little business could 
be done, and there was no appearance of being able to reduce 
the rate of interest, as the French and Dutch paid the same 
as the Company; a large stock, therefore, was required, 
to prevent the accumulation of interest, to discharge debts, 
and, particularly, to have funds ready for counteracting the 
measures of the English Company’s Ambassador at Court:— 

On the whole, though they had obtained a quantity of Cara- 
mania wool from Persia, and a proportion of silk, in pay¬ 
ment of customs, and a considerable quantity of pepper from 
the Malabar Coast, the investments of this season were, by no 
means, equal to what, under better circumstances, this part of 
the Company's possessions would have furnished. 

VOL III. 3 L The 

(1)—Letter from the General and the President and Council of Surat to the Court, Slst 
Au^st 1701• Letter (private) from Sir John Gajer to the Court, 20tb February 1 701 - 3 . 
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c i^p. HI . The report of President Pitt, on the suspended §te.te of the 
1701 -2. Mogul Government, the appearances of civil wars between the 
rrTs?dent°Lt competitors for the Crown, the preparations of the. Hindoo 

on the state 

of affairs on Powers, to throw off their subjection to the Mogul, and the 
mandei insidious conduct the English Company’s Agents, to traduce tlie 
London Company’s President and Council, at Fort St, Grorge, 
explains the limited state of the trade on the CoasT os Coro> 
MAKDEL, in this season. 

With that energy and cxirrect sense of duty, which qualified 
him for tlie difficult circumstances in which he was placed, Pre- 
ndent Pitt made no hesitation in attributing to Sir William 
Norris, and to his negotiation, the order of the Mogul, to enforce 
the Security-Bonds of Surat, on the Settlements and trade on the 
Coromandel Coast, at which Consul Pitt’s malice had gone as 
far as his local situation would admit, for he had informed the 
Native merchants, that Fort St. George was only a merchants’ 
garrison, and that it was astonishing to bim^ the Mogul’s offi¬ 
cers would allow President Pitt to collect revenues from his 
subjects;—the President, therefore, concluded, that it would 
he impolitic to compromise with these officers, or with the 
Mogul Government, by giving them money, to allow the. Presi- 
deni^, under his administration, to remain undisturbed, bcciuisc 
such bribes, with Indian Powers, served only as fresh incentives 
to violence, particularly when it was considered, that the Na¬ 
tive officers had, already, seised the Company’s property in the 
districts in which cloths and goods for the investment had been 
collected, and for which money had been advanced, to the amount 

of 
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of a lack and a half of pagodas :—^Madras, at the same time, was 
narrowed in its purchases, by the neighbourhood of St. Thom6, 
and by the treacherous conduct of the Dutch, who were furnish¬ 
ing the Nabob with arms and ammunition:—It was for the Court, 
therefore, to judge of the expediency of sending a large supply 
of men and arms, with which President Pitt entertained no 
doubt, that he should be able to repel their violence, or overawe 
the Country Powers; and, in the event of a war with France, a 
considerable naval force must come from England, to keep the seas 
open, and protect the trade. From observation, he had already 
been satisfied, that the Natives would apply to the French 
for naval an<P" military aid, (anticipating, what at a distant 
period actually took place on the Coromandel Coast) and 
even if the French should refuse this aid to the Natives, he was 
apprehensive they would bribe the Arab fleet to assist them in 
blockading the garrison. If such naval and military forces should 
arrive, he promised to revenge the insults which the Company 
had received from the Agents of their rival, and from the Moors, 
and that hU best endeavours should not be wanting to employ 
both with effect. <*> 

Tliere does not appear, this season, to have been any direct 
communication, respecting the trade and Settlements at Ben- 
cooi.EN', either to Fort St. George, or to the Court. 

The favorable information, from Bengal, during this 
season, is explained, by the more tranquil circumstances of 
that Province, and of the Company’s trade, than were ex- 
3 L S perienced 


dHw. m. 

iTort. 


Trade la 
Bengal itn* 
proved, in 
consequence 
of the Em* 


(j) —Letter (pnrate) from Freiident Thomai Put to the Court, 19th February 17OU2. 
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< yAP Uf . experienced^ either at Surat, or at Fort St, GecvgOi > The 
1701 * 2 . limperor’a son continued in Bengal, though his conduct, 
bLig ap- os far as regarded the p^e of the country, was limited Uy 
bah ot Ben. tlsc powcT of tlie ncw Duod, who had arnved from Court: 

—^this officer, President Beard represented to be a man of 
talents and miUl disposition, and disposed to protect trade, 
and, to conciliate his favour, he had sent an Agent, and a 
suitable present, to his residence at Burdwan. Towards the 
close of the season, the Prince had been appointed Subah of 
Bengal, which vested him with mwe extensive authority, and 
had'been ordered to fix his residence at Rajahinahl:—on his 
appointment lie had presented the Emperor with thirty lacks of 
rupees, and had divided the like sum among the principal officers 
and ministers:—this large payment the President expected would 
bring heavy demands on the inhabitants, as a present had been 
required from the Factory, for the Prince, the payment of 
which could only be evaded, by pleading the restraints under 
which trade had been placed; but, it was probable, a sum, 
for this service, would be necessary. 

It does not appear, that the order for prohibiting trade, till 
the Security-Bonds, granted at Surat, should be paid, bad extended 
to Bengal, or that similar Bonds, for compensating such damages 
as might be done by the pirates, had, hitherto^ beea demanded; 
but, that this Presidency might be able to resist, either extor¬ 
tion or violence. President Beard reported, that he had made 
additions to Fort William, which were sufficiently stixmg to wat^ 

off 
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off any attack by the Country Powers, and its aecurhy was daify 
becoming greater, by the number of the tenants who oecuplnl - 2. 
the^ ftirms rented by the Company, and, of course, by the increaute 
of the revenues. 

This political tranquillity accounts for the large investments 
which were, this season, shipped for Europe, notwithstanding 
the competition in the market, by the English Company, from 
Sir Edward Littleton having received, more early ■ than 
President Beard, so large a stock as to enable him to 
dispatch two ships fully laden for Europe; but the trade, tki 
still a larger scale, would have been carried on, if sufficient 
stock had arrived, though, to prevent disappointment' in 
England, President Beard had taken up at iaterest, 

a burden which, the Court must be sensiUe, would give an 
advantage to the English Company in the market. In 
explanatiob, he added, that the extortions, by the Country 
officers, had created great difficulty in complying with the orders 
for saltpetre, from Patna; the ship Sidney had, however, been 
dispatched for England, with a cargo estimated at 869,700 
rupees, arid the Josiah, with a cargo valued at 954^500 rupees : 

—two ships, also, with Bengal goods, had been dispatched to Ma¬ 
dras, to fill up with Coast goods, and thence to proceed to Europe. 

As an expedient for enlarging the investment of next season. 

President Beard advised, ' that a vessel should be sent direct from 
England to China, with a stock of ^^40,000, to bring, in 
return, China goods ibr the Bengal market, that the profits 

from 



44S 


Amis OT THE HONOSASLE 


chap. ITI . tlic exchanges, might be an additional resourcii to the stock 
1701 -2. which the Court might destine for Bengal.('> 


ENGLISH COMPANY. 

^je^ne&*sii- The proceedings of the Directors of the English Company, 

Union attri- at the Opening of this season, discover the same moderation 

buted to ihe ^ ® 

competitions whicli marked their instructions to their foreign Presidencies, at 

between the ^ 

two Cora- the close of the preceding year;—they stated, that the near 

Ldia. approach of an Union, between the two Companies, required 

that their servants should conduct themselves with civility 
towards those of the London Company:—^in general, they 
disapproved of the intemperance of Sir Nicholas Waite, in 
his interferences with the Governor of Surat, which had 
augme nted the oppressions Sir John Gayer and President 
Colt had experienced, without serving any useful purpose, 
either in respect to grants, or to the trade of his employers. 
As yet, the Court had not received an authentic copy of 
Sir Nicholas Waite’s letter to the Mogul, soliciting Phir- 
maunds, or grants, for Surat; but they blamed the whole of 
this measure, as improvident, and tending rather to embarrass, 
than to promote the negotiation with which Sir William Norris 
had been entrusted. 

As 

(1)—Letters from President Beard and Council of Fort 'William to the Court, 8th 
January and 4ih February J 701*2. 
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As the season advanced^ however, and wjhen the basis of 
the Union was settled, the instructions to Sir Nicholas Waite, 1701*2. 
and the Council at Surat, assumed a more decisive tone; for 
the Court assigned one principal cause of the Union to be, 
the great loss which had been sustained from the high price 
paid for goods in India, by the competition between the two 
Companies, and, in particular, forthe purchases made at Surat; 
a competition which was, in future, to be laid aside, the terms for 
the Union of the two Companies having been adjusted, and the 
Deed of Agreement drawing out. 

In connexion with this event, instructions were sent to the Eqniptneni';, 
Ambassador to desist from farther negotiations for a Phirmaund, *trnct'ions for 

Surat, and 

there being a necessity for retrenching expences, as ^7^,000, orders to Sir 
only, had been allowed, by the London Company, to the English Numstodis- 
Company, for their Dead Stock and Settlements, and to cover the applications 
charges of the Embassy ; which was but a small sett-off against mauuds 
the v^ue of the London Company’s Dead Stock, which had 
been estimated at ^^330,000 :—^It was,, therefore,ordered that 
animosities and opposition between the servants of the two Com-‘ 
panies, should) in future, cease, and one common interest be 
pursued. ■ 

It does not appear, that any new stock or equipments 
were prepared for Surat, direct, but the Court destined 
Ae ship Canterbury for China, and thence to return to 
Surat, where slie was to deliver such quantities of copper, 
camphire, and gold, as she might obtain, from the sale of 
her cargo, and then to take cm board such investmens as 

might 
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CHAP. Ill , might have been provided, or could be purchased with this 
1701 * 2 . money. The ship, .Arabia Merchant, was also dispatched to 
Mocha, wit}\ a stopk estimated at ^6,500, to be under the 
management of three Supei:cargoes, with instructions to pur¬ 
chase myrrh, aloes, oliba^um, and coffee; and, should any 
surplus remain, after complying^ with the Court’s orders for 
these articles, it was to be invested in coffee, to be sent to 
Surat. 

Equipments. The orders of the poui^ to Consul Pitt, at Masu^patam, 
iintruciions ossumed the same modei:ai:ion with those for Surat, with the 
mandei preliminary explanation, that from not having documents, to 
ascertain the true causes of the delay of the Ambassador on 
that Coast, they postponed forming any judgment on the subject; 
—^that the information respecting their interests on the Coast 
had been defective, and they, therefore, required, that a regu¬ 
lar correspondence should be maintained, between Masulipatam 
and their other Presidencies, and copies sent to tbe Court, 
to .afford a knowledge of the real state of their al&irs. As the 
season advanced, smd the terms oC Union were fix^, the Court 
repeated, that the great losses sustained on Indian goods had 
imposed the necessity of this measure, and that ^ expences 
for buildings were to be re^enched, or discontinued, and all 
animosities, between tbe servants of the two Companies, to cease 

The 

<l)—Letters from the Coart of Directors of the English Companj to Sir Nicholu 
Waite and Council at Surat, 20th 2Ist Norember 1701, 8th and lOth Januaty 

(2)—Instructions from tbe Court to the Supercargoes of tbe Anbia Merchant Mochs, 
iSth November 1701. 
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The commercial instructions discovered, even previously to 
the Union, the embarrassments of the English Company, for 1701-2. 
they allowed individuals to send home, on private account, 
goods (raw silks and muslins excepted) on their ships, after 
Michaelmas 1701, on payment of one and a half per cent, ad 
valorem^ as freight; and instead of dispatching, in the early 
part of the season, any ship direct to the Coast, rather sent the 
stock on the trade to China, where it was expected the sales 
might produce a resource for the investment of Coast goods :— 
on this service the ship Halifax was consigned to Canton, and 
directed to return to Masulipatam, and deliver her assortment 
of sugar, sugar-candy, and gold, and then fill up with Coast 
goods for Europe. 

After the Union had been agreed on, a general order was 
given to suspend the purchase of Coast goods, unless the prices 
could be reduced to the old standard, and rather to complete 
the investments with saltpetre and gruff goods only:—^towards 
the close of the season, the ship Norris was sent, with a stock 
estimated at ^110,000, of which ^30,000 was designed for 
Masulipatam, but under like instructions, as to purchases; and, 
in her homeward voyage, to proceed to the Cape, or to St. Helena, 
a convoy of men of war having been appointed for the protec¬ 
tion of the trade. 

VOL. III. 3 M The 

(I)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Companj to the President 
and Council on the Coast of Coromandel, 18 th July, aist November 1701, 8 lh Jud loili 
January, and 3 d February 1701-2. 
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CHAP in. The opinion of the Court, regarding their aflkirs and trade 

1701 - 2 . in Bengal, both before and after intimating the event of the 

Equipments, . 

stock, and Union, discovers, that they were more satisfied with the conduct 

instructions 

for Bengal, of Sir Edward Littleton and his Council, than with their ser- 

and approba* 

tion of Sir vants on the Coast, or at Surat, and that they considered this 

Edward Lit- ' 

probable quarter, from which a profitable trade could 

be expected. 

In the early part of the season, when anticipating an Union, 
they prohibited the building of houses, as the amount of the 
charges might be lost; and as seventy thousand rupees, which 
had been paid to the Prince, for permission to trade for a limited 
time, was a greater sum than the profits would bear, they ex¬ 
pressed their conviction, that the existence of the trade of two 
Companies, particularly while the Prohibition Act continued, 
would render the profits, both on exports and imports, preca¬ 
rious and small:—the same directions were given, as to Ma- 
sulipatam, for permission to individuals to send home goods, 
on their ships, after Michaelmas I 7 OI. 

After the basis of the Union was settled, similar orders 
were sent to Bengal, and the equipments and stock (indepen¬ 
dently of the ship ordered from* China to the Ganges) were on a 
large scale:—the Upton Galley had been dispatched, in July, with 
a stock estimated at ^29,000, it being explained that, in future, 
ships, proceeding to Bengal, would not exceed four hundred tons, 
from the difficult navigation of the Ganges. The ship Union had 
been sent to China, (agreeably to the general plan of having one 

vessel 
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vessel from China to return to each of the Settlements,) and, CHAP.jn. 
besides her stock, was to add to tl^ resources, by her gold, 1701 - 2 . 
copper, tutenague, and allum, and then to take in an invest¬ 
ment of Bengal goods for Europe. 

About the time when the Union was settled, (January 
1701-2) the ship Taiikerville was consigned to Bengal, with a 
stock, estimated at ^97,000, and under similar instructions, 
respecting that event, with those which have already been 
mentioned ; or, if Bengal goods could not be reduced to the old 
prices, the ship was to return with saltpetre, raw-silk, and 
floretta yarn, only. As war had taken place in Europe, each 
ship was to take in one hundred tons of saltpetre, above the 
quantity specified in her charter-party, at ^17 per ton freight, 
and also to carry an additional hundred tons, to the Coast, as 
kintledge. 

It has already been noticed, that, at the end of the season, 
the ship Norris was dispatched for Coast and Bay, with a 
stock estimated at 10,000, of which 5^80,170, in bullion 
and goods, was designed for Bengal ; an early dispatch, there¬ 
fore, was recommended, that the Bengal ships might have the 
benefit of the convoy appointed for the homeward-bound fleet. 

The Court, on this occasion, directed, that the sub¬ 
ordinate servants, when not at Hughly, or the principal 
Factory, should attend the difl'erent ** Aurungs, ” with 
small stocks, both to instruct them in the knowledge of 
buying and selling goods, and to accustom them to the language 
3 M 2 and 
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of the Natives; but, in executing these duties, they 

1701 - 2 . were to proceed “without the affectation of pomp or grandeur, 

“ and us merchants ought to do.” 

FqiniimLnts, Information liaving been received of the arrival of 

iMstruciion* President Landen at Borneo, of his having obtained a chop 

for Cluna. . 

and .ippoiiit- for trade, and liberty to build a bamboo-house at Banjar-Mas- 

ini III of a ^ 

garrison for sill, but Only to use small arms, not great guns, for its defence, 

J'nlo Con- ’ ^ _ *fob> » 

dofo. and that he had paid three hundred and fifty pieces of eight 
for this permission, and given presents to the amount of nine 
hundred and fifty, the ship Macclesfield was dispatched, early 
in this season, for that station, with a stock estimated at 
c^’4,365, and, towards the dose of it, the Panther, witli a stock 
of 16,400, and the ships Edward and Dudley, and Herne 
Frigate, with a stock of 385,000 each. 

Tlie general instructions to President Landen were, to 
make a contract for as much pepper as could be procured in 
Borneo, but this contract was to be on the English Company’s 
account, notwithstanding the negotiation for an Union; and if 
the tonnage could not be filled up with this article, to take in Java 
sugar:—the pepper, if practicable, was to be purchased with 
Coast and Bay goods, and opium, which, it was supposed, would 
sell on the Coast of Java, and in the Islands :—^the returns, in 
general, were to be in pepper, long pepper, cassia lignum, 
diagons’ blood, bees-wax, and canes; and as it had been 

discovered, 

(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Compnny to Sir Edward 
Littleton and Council at Hiigbl/, 2SthJuly, 2d August, 2lstNore(nber i;oi, 8th and 10th 
January, 3J February, and gib March 1701-2. 



ffAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


453 


discovcredj that two of the Separate Stock ships had obtained 
pepper at Borneo, this traffic was, in future, prohibited. 1701-2. 

The prospect, or even the accomplishment of the Union, 
docs not appear to have affected the determination of the Court 
to enlarge their trade to China, or to vary in the i-esolution 
they had taken, to form an intermediate station on the Island of 
Pulo Contlore. 

The equipments were,—for Amoy the ship Canteibury, 
under the charge of three Supercargoes, with a stock estimated 
at ^34,400;—^the investment of China goods which this 
vessel might purchase, was to be consigned to Sir Nicholas 
Waite;—^tlie Supercargoes were to- settle, cither at Pulo 
Condore, or to return to Surat, as might appear most ad¬ 
vantageous for the general interest;—and for Canton, the 
ship Halifax, with a cargo estimated at .s^40,S00, under the 
charge of a Chief and three Supercargoes, and, as speci¬ 
fied in the instructions to Masulipatam, the cargo was to be 
consigned to Consul Pitt. Chusan, however, was considered 
as the most probable place, at which an investment of China 
goods could be obtained, for the ships, the Macclesfield, the 
Union, and the Robert and Nathaniel, were equipped for that 
port, with stocks estimated, together, at ^101,300, and (agree¬ 
ably to the plan already mentioned) the Union’s cargo was to 
be sent to Bengal. 

The 

(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to President Lan- 
den and Council, at Banjar-Massm, ui Borneo, 2l»t and 29lh August lyoi, 8lh and gih 
January 1701-2, and 2d April 1702 
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CHAP. III. 'I’jjc information which had been received, of the evasions 
1701 -i?* of the Chinese, in fulfilling the grants of trade which they 
had promised, had satisfied the Court of the impropriety of 
sending an Ambassador to China, and, therefore, they rather 
trusted to the information their servants might receive, from the 
French Missionaries at Pekin, than to an Embassy ; in return for 
such services, a passage to Europe was to be ofiered to any of 
these French Missionaries, on the Company’s ships. 

This opinion of the evasions of the Chinese, and the 
rcjiort of President Catchpoole, of the propriety of forming 
an establishment at Pulo Condore, induced the Court, after 
consulting with the [celebrated Captain Dam pier, to fix a 
Factory on that Island, and to erect a fortification for its 
defence, for which between thirty and forty men were embarked, 
as a garrison, and Mr. Rasbell, with the rank of Lieutenant, 
appointed Provisional Governor, till the arrival of President 
Catchpoole from Chusan, to whom he was to be subordinate:— 
Mr. Rashell was also to act as chief Engineer, and to be 
attended with thirty-seven artificers, to assist in erecting for¬ 
tifications and batteries, for which stores were sent, valued at 
5^1,680. (') 

The 


(I)—Letters and initrnctions from the Court of Directors of the English Company to 
the President and Council, and Supercargoes, of tbeir different Settlements in China, 2Sth 

November and 24th December 1701 .-Instructions to Mr T. Rashell, going out as 

Governor of the intended Settlement at Pulo>Condore, 25th November 1701 . 
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CHAP, nil 

iToirr?. 


The same arrangement of the foreign Annals of the Eng* probabi- 
lish Company, as in the preceding season, may be observed, in 
the details of this year ( 1701 - 2 ), or, to continue the sequel *P“p[;g“‘ 
and result of the negotiations of Sir William Norris, under 
the transactions at Surat, and then revert to the political and cessary. 
commercial events at this Presidency, and, subsequently, at 
the others, that the actual state of the English Company’s affairs 
may not, farther than as affected by the Embassy, be involved in 
the circiunstances under which it terminated. 

It may, as preliminaries, be mentioned, notwithstanding 
the great age of Aurungzebe, the preparations for the war of 
succession among his descendants, and the war for independence 
by the Hindoo Chiefs, that the impression of the wisdom and 
power of this Emperor, had preserved the Mogul Government 
from civil or foreign wars; and it may be also observed, that 
the same motives remained with the Ambassador and Consuls 
of the English Company, to obtain, as speedily as might be 
possible, Phirmaunds, or grants, for trade, at each of their 
Presidencies, which, at all events, might become the ground 
for future claims, though the tenures, under which they 
could be held, at this juncture, could only be temporary and 
precarious. 


At 
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CFfAP III. At the close of the preceding^ season, we traced the 
1701 - 2 . events in the Embassy, to the arrival of Sir William Nor- 
1 mi; 1 isIi( (im- I is at tlic Mogul's camp at Parnella, on the 4th April I 7 OI, 
cJliicii'. le- where he obtained permission to encamp with his retinue, till 

«oniini lul to ^ 

the Ainbns- sucii time US tlic ccicinonials fur his audience could be adjusted . 

•.iilor to gull* 

cii I’liir- —at this pliice he received bills, to the amount of twx*nty-threc 
cd to their thousand rupees, from Sir Nicholas Waite, as one of the means 
tuatioiig. for defraying his charges. 

Sir William Norris, on this occasion, first discovered, that 
the charges of the Embassy would not only exceed the calcu¬ 
lations of the Court, and his own, but that each of the Presi¬ 
dencies shifted the payments, fiom the one to the other; and 
each of them had become discontented, at the circumstances by 
which the negotiation had been protracted, and liad expressed 
an opinion, that ultimate success was improbable. As if these 
difficulties had not been sufficient, each of them, with their 
propoitions of the charges, sent different statements of the 
particulars which it would be necessary to solicit, in their 
respective Phirmaunds, though the Court, when the Em¬ 
bassy left England, recommended that one General Phirmaund 
for the English Nation, should be solicited, in which the Con¬ 
sular powers were to be recognized. 

The situation in which the Ambassador was placed, 
by these circumstances, may be estimated from the instruc¬ 
tions transmitted to him, by the different Presidencies, for the 
particular Phirmaund which each required, to place* their trade 
in a situation suited to the character of the Mogul officers, 

who 
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who gOTcnaed the countries in which ^eir wdfO si- 

tukted. 

Sir Nicholas Waite, and the Council at Surat, on hearin|f Relative cir. 
from the Ambassador, that the efforts of tile Dutch, and of the of the Am- 

bfltMdof witb 

Xjondoii OunpanV^s Vltiteels were .directed to throw dbstaclen the Engiiah 

, . ,, , , CompaDj’a 

in ihe wAy of his negdtidtion, the <me as the reptesaitotiVe PremieDt at 
of an £uro{)ean commercial State, with interests oppoi^d to both 
Companies, and the other as the representative of a pOwerfhl 
rival, possessed of greater resources than the English Coinpcbiy^ 
admitted the reasons why the audience had been protracted,’ 
while the Mogul’s Ministers began to doubt, respecting the 
character, as well as the objects of the Ambassador. 

Hiese ddhiys oc^sioned fresh demands on Suiht, for sup¬ 
plies to defraysthe expences of the Embassy. Sir Nicholas WfiSte 
answered, thih:, though it was his duty, he could not comply, 
without diveriog the stock of the Company, intended (br traij^, 
and^emjdoyilif the ships on freight, to prevent dembrage; ahd 
instanced tiielRook Galley, which had been sent on freight to' 

Persih, instesM of being dispatched to England, conformably to 
tile Courtis oMers. 

It hSld been the original intention of the Court, thaf the 
Presidency of Surat should advance the whole of the money for 
thg j&tftkassy; Sir Nicholas Waite, therefore, urged the Anibas • 
sador to push'^ou the negotiation, by every possible means, ex- 
ploiinng^ tkat^.tO'fais knowledge, the Governor'of Surat,'and the 
liOtidoD^ Gbtnpany, had made every Cffiirt to counteract it, 
by tiieir emissaries, and by immense sums, as bribes, to the 
3 N principal 
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principal Ministers of the Mogul; but that hi would con- 
1701-2. tinue to make advances for the Embassy. In answer, Sir 
William Norris stated, that though the Albemarle had 
arrived with presents for the Mogul, estimated at 4^1,500, 
yet that the charges of remittance, unless the money could 
be sent by bills, were daily adding to his expences, and 
complained of not having been furnished with sufficient sums 
of money :—Sir Nicholas Waite answered, that the Ambas¬ 
sador had already received from Surat, money amounting to 
355,179 rupees, a sum exceeding the value of two ships' cargoes, 
so that the business had not been delayed by any want of 
supply from this Presidency, but that the large sums which Sir 
William Norris had agreed to pay, (or a lack and a half of 
rupees to the King’s Minister, and a lack to the Mogul him¬ 
self,) would be thrown away, if tlie alterations, which he 
had suggested, were not introduced into the particular Phir- 
maund for Surat, for a Generpl Phirmaund would leave the 
English Company’s privileges in a worse state than those 
of the London Company; that is, exposed to the conse¬ 
quences of the Security-Bonds, and to the payment of the 
losses which the merchants of Surat might experience, from 
the depredations of the pirates. In this situation, the relations 
between the Presidency of Surat, and the Ambassador, were 
placed, in the month of August, when Sir William Norris was 
proceeding in his negotiation, and when another bill, for twenty- 
thousand rupees, was sent to him, but, under a restriction, 

that 
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that he should not, in future, exercise the discretionary powers 
with which he had been vested, of waking presents to the 17^1 
Mogul’a (Officers. 

Having thus traced the relations between the Surat Presidency __ with the 
and the Ambassador, we have next to advert to the like relations M.iHulipa* 
between him, and the Presidency of Masulipatam. 

Consul Pitt, in his letters to the Ambassador, represented 
the importance of obtaining an order, to recall the power of the 
I«ondon Company to coin rupees and pagodas, ** with figures,” 
and to have this privilege conferred on the English Company# 
because this had given the London Company a preference in the 
market, from the facility which it aflhrded, in issuing money;— 
in answer, the Ambassador desired that money might be sent 
him, to defray his expences, as the Presidency of Surat had 
only sent forty thousand, instead of a lack of rupees, and, 
their broker’s bills could not be negotiated. Consul Pitt, on 
receiving this demand, made a remittance, to the amount of half 
a lack of rupees, though the loss on exchange amounted to ^'20 
per cent.; bi^t, at the same time, intimated, that the state of 
the funds of the Presidency of Masulipatam was such, that 
farther remittances could not be expected. 

This Presidency, on learning the intentions of the Arabas- 
sadpr, disapproved of his draft of a Phirmaund, as applicable 
to the Coast ;-.-in particular, of the, regulation for settling 
dififereuces, between the Mogul subjects and the English, by 
appeals to the Native Courts, instead of reference to the Consul 
and Council, agreeably to the established practice observed by 
3 N 2 the 
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CHAP.m . the Presideots aod CouncHs of the London Company; for 
1701-2. though such a reference might be proper at Surat, at whidi^ 
the Company had a house, and the Governor was a perscMi; of 
high rank, it was different at Masulipatam, wliere, though the 
Company bad, also, a house, the Governor was a person of 
inferior rank, and subject to the ** Nabob of Siccacole.” 

— and with The communications, between the Ambassador and Sir £d- 
denu^Se'n- Ward lattlcton, at Hughly in Bengal, exhibited, also, a diversity 
of opinion, though, perhaps, more readiness, on the part of 
this Presidency, to contribute to the charges of the Embassy. 

In the month of April I7OI, Sir Edward Littleton sent a draft 
of a Phirmaund to Sir William Norris, specifying the privileges 
which would be necessary for carrying on the trade, witli security 
and advantage; in particular, that it should comprehend liberty 
of trade, in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, because, 
from the constitutions of those provinces, the manner in which 
privileges of trade could be exercised, was different from what 
they were in any other part of the Mc^ul dominions; and 
suggested the propriety of making such alterations on the title 
of the Phirmaund, as might distinguish it from the Phirmauuds, 
or grants, under which the London Company' hud hitherto 
maintained their stations and trade j engaging, at the same time, 
to honor any bills the Ambassador might draw, provided the 
amount of the whole did not exceed half a lack of rupees. This 
effort Sir Edward Littleton considered to be the greater, because 
any demand on him was unexpected, it having been under¬ 
stood, that the clmrgcs were to have been wholly-defrayed by the 

Presidency 
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tVesideaof «f Surat, and asserted, that he could hate ohtahied a 
Bhltmattnd for that sum, had he been authorized to tnhhO'the 
appiieatipn > through the King's Duan at Hughlj^ :*^That li^e 
might not, however, be deficient in sending such aids, for for¬ 
warding the Embassy, as he could command, he suggested, 
that the Ambassador should employ “ Rajah-Ram,” as a Vakeel, 
who, from his great knowledge of the affairs of Bengal, was 
particularly qualified to assist iu promoting the cominetciaL 
interests ot the English Company. 

In the month of May, Sir Edward Littleton again re¬ 
presented to the Ambassador, the inconveniency under which 
he hud been placed, from the delays in obtaining the Phir- 
maund, as the time had elapsed for which he had paid a Mge 
sum for permission to trade, and an order had come down 
from the Mogul, for exacting three thousand rupees, as permis¬ 
sion moneys for each ship the Company might dispatch for 
England. 

In this situation of the connexion, between the Ambassador 
and the three Presidencies, we have to trace the progress of his 
negotiation. 

Sir William Norris arrived at the Mogul’s camp, before Sequel of the 
Parnella, in April I7OI, and obtained permission to encamp near the Kmbjisy. 
it. In this early stage of the business, he received information of 
the Act of Parliament, continuing the London Company a 
Corporation, and (as might be supposed) this event produced 
hesitation, respecting the basis upon which it had been agreed 
he was to open his negotiation, or the substitution of tlie Eng¬ 
lish 
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CKAP .m. lish Company for theliondon Company, afterMichaeknis IfOL 
1701 - 2 . On consultation with the principal persons attending the Em¬ 
bassy, it was agreed, that it would not be lawful for the Ambas¬ 
sador to represent to the Mogul, that the London Company 
were to determine in September I 7 OI, notwithstanding his pre¬ 
vious assertion of this circumstance to the Governors of the pro¬ 
vinces, and to the Mogul’s Ministers;—this resolution occasioned 
difficulties, respecting the manner in which he was to open the 
business to the Emperor; but it was impossible to retract, for 
already the time had been fixed for his Audience, and tlie cere¬ 
monials of his Procession had been settled. 

Order of (he The Order of the Proc^sion, on the 28th April I 7 OI, was, 

proceBsion at 

Sir William as foUoWS J— 

Norris’* au- 

^enc«*of the « Mr. Cristor, Commander of his Excellency’s artillery, on 
** horseback. 

** Twelve carts, wherein were carried the twelve brass guns, 
“ for presents. 

“ Five hackeries, with the cloth, &c, for presents. 

One hundred cohurs and messures, carrying the glass-ware 
** and looking-glasses, for presents. 

“ Two fine Arabian horses, richly caparisoned, for presents. 

** Two ditto, without caparisons, for presents. 

Four English soldiers, on horseback, guarding the presents. 

** The Union flag. 

The Red, White, and Blue flags. 

Seven state horses, richly caparisoned, two wkh English 
** furniture, and five with Indian. 


» The 
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The Kinfg’s a&d his Bxceltency’s Crests. 

One state palanquin, with English furniture, of silver tissue, 
“ brocaded. 


CHAP. in. 

iTSd. 


Two other Crests. 

The music, with rich liveries, on horseback. 

Mr. Basset, Lieutenant of his Excellency’s foot guards, on 
horseback. 

Ten servants, in rich liveries, on horseback. 

The King’s and my Lord’s Arms. 

One Kettle-Drum, in livery, on horseback. 

Three Trumpets, in liveries, on horseback. 

Captain Symons, commander of his Excellency’s guards. 
Twelve Troopers, every way armed and accoutred after the 
“ En^ishmode. 

Mr. Beverley, Lieutenant of his Excellency’s horse guards. 
The King’s and my Lord’s Arms, richly gilt, and very large ; 

“ the first being borne by sixteen men. 

Mr. John Mill and Mr. Whitaker, on horseback, in rich 
“ laced coats. 

Mr. Hale, Master of the Horse, richly drest, carrying the 
Sword of State, pointed up. 

His Excellency, in a rich palanquin,—Indian embroidered 
furniture. 

Four pages, two on each side his Excellency’s palanquin, 
“ richly drest. 

Edward Norris, Esq., Secretary to the Embassy, in a rich 
“ palanquin, carrying His Majesty's letter to the Emperor; 


on 
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CHAP. III. 

i/ort. 


Substance of 
the Phir- 
maunds 
agreed to by 
the Mogul. 


Ihc delivery 
(>l the riiir 
tniuildf im¬ 
peded by the 
iiiegularcon- 
duct of Sir 
Nicholas 
Wane. 


on each side, Mr. Wingate and Mr. ShetiMrth; in 

** rich laced coats, on horseback. 

Mr. Harlewyn, Treasurer, wearing a gold key "I . j, »> 

“ Mr. Adiel Mill, Secretary to his Excellency J 

Tlie Ambassador, on being received by the Emperor, re¬ 
quested that Phirmaunds might be granted to each of the Presi¬ 
dencies of Surat, Masulipatam, and Hughly, with an exemption 
from the bonds given by the London Company, for the security 
of the seas. The Emperor’s orders were issued for these grants, 
and, in return for these favors, the Ambassador paid another 
visit of state to the Mogul, and presented him with two hundred 
gold mohurs. The Phirmaund for Bengal was more extensive 
than those for Surat or Masulipatam, because it granted a 
total exemption from payment of duties, and permission to have 
a mint j but the authority with vi'hich the Consuls, or Presidents, 
were to be vested, was the same at each Presidency. 

The result of tlie negotiation thus appeared to be favorable, 
when circumstances occurred, which alarmed the Ambassador 
for the final success of the business. Sir Nicholas Waite had, (as 
has been noticed,) previously to the arrival of the Ambassador, 
addressed n letter to the Mogul, soliciting a separate Phirmaund 
for Surat:—this interference, if it was irregular with respect to 
the Ambassador, was, at this crisis, discovered to have been not 
less so, with respect to the Mogul Government, because, 'in his 
Persian letter. Sir Nicholas Waite hod promised to give security 
for the safe navigation of tlte Southern Seas, but, in the English 
translation, comnnjuioated to the Ambassador, and to tfaeCourt, 


' he 





he awftlws, thoogh theAm- 

bassador had obtain^ an exemption from, the Secuiity-fionds, 
extorted from theJLondon Company, the Mogul’s Ministers cmisi- 
dered the security offered in Sir Nicholas Waite’s letter, as the 
ground-on which the Phirmaunda had been given :'T-a delay, of 
course, took place, till this objection could be explained cn* 
removed; • This circumstance again brought complaiUts from Sir 
William Norris, against Sir Nicholas Waite, not only for having,' 
by this letter, impeded his progress, but for the scanty auppliesv 
of money sent from Surat, to defray the charges^. which had 
Uearly ruined the Embassy. 

Another unfortunate circumstance occurred, at^ this crisis, 
or the information of a Dervise to the Mogul, that the London 
Company had not paid their debts, or rather the losses sustained 
by the Mogul subjects, from the pirates; this intelligence 
(though the orders had been issued for the Phirmaiinds^ created 
a decond deldy, and produced a positive order from the Mogul, 
to linine the property of the London Company, and the persons 
Qife thbir'servants,'and to prohibit their trade in every part of his 
doolinionA' Thit order, though it met the wishes of Sir Nicholas 
Waite,; and gratified his revenge on Sir John Gayer and Frt- 
sideE^Coky produced an effect on the Embassy which bad not 
been<iuiticipated, or, that should the property of the London 
Gbfaipaoy'mot <be ’sufficient to cover those debts, the English 
Gon^wuy would be made liable fmr them^ 


' Thjough'these circumstances,' io themselves, account for a The Mogul 

, , . . . . desires the 

temporary' delay in usoing the Phirmaunds, the applications of Governor of 

Surat, di.d 

3 G the 
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^ Anjjboftjadflr, far one Company, mi o£* Avmaittati Iftkeeii 

foKt another, each .pfi^ring., bribes, apd. iawsbipgf. mpomrii 

Seid Sediila, 

to report fort the same object,, excited doubts ta the 'ftuild pf rtb(%, 

which o( the 

nT^ Mqgul, and of his Minist^, wlikb of the turo Ckuppaniea wsere^ 

Engh^h'Na *** English Company,” amd induced thetMogul to 

tjon. order a letter to be written to ** Seid Sedula, an holy^Priest at 

*f Surat,” to ascertain, by examination, which of ,the two were 
really authorized by the English Nation ^>~4l»s erent- transpire 
ing, (as it must have done from the nature of the enquiry^)- 
the competitions of the Agents of the two Companies, which 
should obtain the favorable report of the Priest, again became 
the source of delay; for, in the whole of these transactions, 
bribery was the only means which could be employed. 

Sir Nicholas Waite was given to understand, that ten 
thousand rupees would be the price of the Priest’s report, in 
favour of the English Company; but if such report had 
really been made, its eflects would have been imm^ately frus*^ 
trated, by the arrival of eight Mocha ships, the commanders 
of which reported, that three of their fleet had been taken 
by an English pirate :-->what, at first, was delay only, now 
turned to hesitation about granting the Phirmaunds, though the 
reason assigned by the Mogul’s Ministers was, that they could, 
not be issued, till a report was made, from Surat, of the execution^ 
of the Mogul’s orders, and an account received of the London. 
Company’s property, that it might be ascertained, whether, 
they had funds sufficient to liquidate the damages done by the 
pirates. 


The 
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The bribe required by the Priest, was to be Ibibwed by 
one to the Governor, who intimated, that he had received 
an order 'from the Emperor, to report on the power of the re¬ 
spective Companies; that is, on the amount of the sum which 
each could phy:—^the Governor made an ofier, himself, to ob¬ 
tain the Phirmaunds for the English Company, on condition 
that the Consul should pay 125,000 rupees for the first, 62,800 
the second, and 100,000 for the third, and that these sums 
should be paid at Surat; but, before any of the Phirmaunds 
coidd be issued, the seas must be cleared of the pirates. 

These delays and disappointments produced mutual accusa¬ 
tions between the Ambassador and the Consul 4he Consul and i 
Council accused the Ambassador to the Court of Directors, of 
having, for an European ceremony, disobliged the Grand Vizier, 
atoBrampore, and Mr. Mill, the private Secretary and Inter¬ 
preter, of having, from his ignorance of the Persian language, 
and usages of Eastern Courts, increased the disgust which the 
Ambassador’s ill-judged sense of dignity had created ; and also 
of having n^ected to investigate, sufficiently, the proceedings 
and condocfr of the London Company’s Vakeels, who, from 
better knowledge of the customs of Eastern Courts, had com¬ 
pletely over-reached him;—Sir William Norris, on the other 
hand, accused Sir Nicholas Waite, not only of having im¬ 
peded his progress, by the imprudent letter which has been 
referred to, but of having withheld the money required as bribes, 
to ensure success. 

3 0 2 It 
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C HAf. lit It may be easily sapposeld, 'that, 'uhder such/iMnianist^Vkces, 
1701-2. and in a Court wlierre the interests of the Mo^l,^dnd of‘fats 
lion broken Ministcrs, wctc dooe to be consulted, and ffaeir piredoinmant 

off, and past- 

tT'Ii'd b gratified, a negotiation, experiencing so thany diffi- 

«he Ambji- culties, must break off; the cause of which, Sir Wiltiaih Norris, 

«dor 

in his dispatch to the Consul^ at Surat, of the 28th October 
1701, stated to have been, a demand, by the Emperor, for the 
security of the seas, against pirates, which was evaded, by the 
Ambassador pleading the security given by the three Eu¬ 
ropean Nations, and that it was unreasonable to demand 
security against the Malabar pirates, who were the Mogul’s 
own subjects, and whose actions he, alone, could control; but 
that he was ready to give a lack of rupees to be exempted from 
the obligation :—this answer not being satisfactory, the Mogul 
intimated to the Ambassador, that the English best knew if 
it was their interest to trade, and if the Ambassador refused 
“ to give an obligation, he knew the same way back to England 
“ that he came.” Considering this answer as a dismission from 
Court, Sir William Norris desired “ Dusticks,” or passe:^, fbr 
Surat, and published a notice, in the Persian, Hindoo, and 
Engli’^h languages, that all persons, having any claims on the 
English Embassy, should give them in, in five days, as, at that 
time, he proposed to commence his journey, and requested, 
llirougb the Vizier, an audience of leave of the Emperor. ‘ 

The Mogul’s Ministers, on this occasion, sent, by Rusfutn, 
the broker, the obligation required by the Emperor, for die 
Ambassador’s signature, which he refused, on the principle, 

that 





that,« if, it vrq^ld briog an incalculable ^cm^c^ton the 

Engli^.poiqp^nj^, wliich must ruin,.their affairs jt-n-a de^apd 
which,proji^abJy never would have been niade» had not Sir Ni^heh^s 
Waite offered to grant security for the Southern Seas. 

The passes for the Ambassador’s return to Surat were ac- 
cordipgly granted, and having struck his tents, he set out, on 
the morning of the 5th November I7OI, from the Mogul’s 
camp “ at Murdawngbur,” on his mar^h to Surat. 

The opinions of the diilerent Presidencies, on the rupture.of 
the negotiation, and on the pernicious consequences of the 
Ambassador leaving their rigiits and trade without Phir- thVem* 
maunds, were;—at Surat, that he was not entitled to break 
off the Embassy, by the twelfth article of his instructions, 
witliout the consent of Sir Nicholas Waite, and his Council: 

—at Masulipatam, that his conduct had been rash and im¬ 
prudent, though, they still hoped the Phirmaunds might be 
procured, through the iuflucnce of the Vizier, and that it 
was absurd to insist on European forms, not understood 
in an Eastern Court, and not less so, to have neglected, from 
no better cause than mere punctilio, to pay his respects to 
Assed-Khan,” the Vizier, at Brampore, and conciliate his favor 
to the Company .—at Hnghly, that the delays in obtaining the 
Phirmaunds, had exposed the trade in Bengal to exorbitant 
demands from the Mogul officers, and obliged them to apply to 
the new Duan, for permission to continue trade, wliich, from 
the rash aud imprudent conduct of the Ambassador, might 
ultimately be endangered 


We 
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CHAP. HI . have now to resuiQe the account of Sir Wiilimn Norris*s 

1701-2. pnicrress, who, aereeabiy to his resolution, left the Mogul’s 

Sir William ^ 

Korria re- camp, on the 5th November 1701, and contmued hts journey 

rat, and;em- for three days, when ** Mahmood Khan, Duan of the Decan,” 

baiksfor 

England. overtook him, and, by the Emperor’s orders, desired his return 
to Court, asserting that he had set out without the Emperor’s 
dusticks, and, on Sir William Norris producing them, affirmed 
they had proceeded from an inferior officer, without orders, 
and desired that he would halt for two days, till the Emperor’s 
pleasure should be known. 

Having halted for the time required, and no counter-orders 
reaching him. Sir William Norris continued his march, and 
reached Brarapore on the 14th November, where he found the 
Nabob, ** Gazedee Khan,” the Mogul’s chief General, en¬ 
camped conferences, and visits of ceremony, took place between 
the Ambassador, and the officers of this General, who desired 
that he would h^t for a week, to give time to write to Court in 
favour of the Embassy. In this interval, every effort was made, 
to induce Sir William Norris to visit the General, or Nabob, 
which he declined, under the apology, that not having taken a 
a personal leave of the Emperor, he could not, with propriety, 
pay his respects to any of his officers; and no notice having been 
sent him direct from the Mogul, he recommenced his journey, 
on the 22d November. He had not advanced above two 
coss from Brampore, when he was surrounded by a large 
body of Gazedee Khan’s troops ;—but the determined ap¬ 
pearance of resistance, by Sir William Norris’s guard, prevented 

any 
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jitoyvioieiic^i aiM the request was again made, that he would 
ri^tum to Btampore, for a few days, with which he was under the 1701-2, 
necessity of coiosplying, as his tents and baggage had been 
seized. ^ 

Sir William Norris protested against this outra^, as an 
insult offered to the representative of a great King; but the pro¬ 
test was answered, by Gazedee Khan informing him, that he 
could not allow him to proceed, till the Emperei^s pleasure should 
be known; and it was in this situation, that he learned, on 
the 28th November, that orders had been sent to Surat, to 
seize the property of the London Company, and the persons 
of their servants, till such time as the obligation for the security 
of the seas, ^iven some years past, should be complied with:— 
on the 2d December he was informed, that, at the recommen¬ 
dation of Gazedee Khan, the Phirmaunds would be granted,, 
and a demand was made of a sum of money, for the interces« 
sion of this officer. 

Affairs were in this situation on the fth January 1701-2, 
and continued so till the 4th February, when the Ambassador 
was informed by Gazedee Khan, that he had received a letter 
and sword from the Emperor, for the King of England, with a 
promise, that the I%irmaunds should be sent, in a short time:— 

'Fhe Ambassador received the presents, and, at the same time, 
passes for Surat, for which he set out on the 5th February. 

Rusium, the broker, was detained by the Emperor’s orders, 
but was directed by the Ambassador, not to sign any obligation, or 
give any farther sums of money, on account of the Embassy. Sir 

William 
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c ^AP III . William Norris, at this time, promised to Gazedee Khan* Ithat, 
1701-2. should the Phirmaunds be granted, (besides the two'thonsland 
three hundred gold mohurs which he had actually paid io 
him,) he should be farther remunerated with a lack ahd a 
lialf, and his brother, with twenty thousand rupees. 

It was not, however, till the 12th April 1702, that Sir 
\ ' William Norris reached Surat, and, on the 18th, waited on the 
new Governor, who had formerly been Treasurer (the old 
, Governor and his son having been dismissed from their ofllceis), 

' ,, and obtained permission for Sir Nicholas Waite to go out of the 
„ , city, in which he had been confined since the Ambassador left 

the Court. On the 29th April, Sir William Norris embarked, 
with thirteen of his retinue, on board the Scipio, a Permission 
ship on the Separate Stock, and paid ten thousand rupees for 
his passage; Mr. Norris, his brother, and Secretary of the Em¬ 
bassy, with fourteen of the Ambassador’s suite, went on hoard 
the China Merchant, one of the Company's ships, the cargo of 
which amounted to sixty thousand rupees, on the Company’s 
account, and eighty seven thousand two hundred rupees, on Sir 
William Norris’s. This embarkation was eflected, by giving a 
bribe of three thousand rupees to the Governor, and two thousand 
to his principal officers. The terms on which the Ambassador 
and Consul separated, at the embarkation, may be collected, from 
Sir William Norris having declined to deliver to Sir Nichdl'as 
Waite, a copy of his diary or papers, though he gave up his 
horses, camels, oxen, and elephant, to be sold, on the Com¬ 
pany’s account. 


On 
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{Oil May 1^02f the Scipi 9 and China Merchant 

forEngknd, and though it be anticipating events, which, 1701"^* 

pifde^ of tl :^9 subject, ought to come into the Annals of the subse¬ 
quent season, it is, perhaps, preferable to introduce the result 
of this voyage, which proved as disastroas to the A,mba$sador, 
as unfortunate to the English Company. 

On the 11th July 1702, Sir William Norris arrived ut the Death of Sir 
/ * » WilIiamNor- 

Mauritius, where he found the China Merchant, having pn n., who 

leaves a nar- 

board his brother, Mr. Edward Norris, the Secretary of th? «*- 

' ' plaining Ins 

Embassy, and the remainder of his retinue. On the 7th Sep- Mndnct to 
• ^ * the King and 

tember, the fleet, consisting of the Scipio, the .China Merchant, 
the Martha, the Ropke, and the Rising Sun, sailed from tihe 
Mauritius, and on the 24th, the Scipio parted company. Sir 
William Norris was seized with a dysentery, and died on the 
lOtb October 1702 , and the Scipio arrived at St Helena on the 
31;st of that month :—a few days before his death, the Ambas- 
eadpr directed Mr. Harlewyn, the Treasurer of the Embassy, 

(Mr. Mills, his private Secretary, having died on the 25th May) 
to cpqvey^tp the Court the following narrative of his conduct, 
as ,the„pnly means )yhiph were npw left, to vindicate his charac¬ 
ter, to pre^rve to his memory that respect which, notwith- 
Stfip^ding his misfortunes, he hoped he should have received, had 
l;^e.Uye4,to qxplain the whuje of his proceedings to his Sovereign, 

.^ho hajl pli^ed so ipiportant a negotiation in his hands, and to 
th?Qc^pany, wh^se interests had been the rule of his 
zeglpps, thppgh ^un8,ucee8pfid^eflSurts; and, with the narrative, 
trausinitted copies of all letters, between himself and the Presi- 
^UfOL. lit. 3 P dencies 
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cicncics in India, trusting they would afford sufficient evidence 
of his faithful discharge of his duty. 

The substance of the narrative is, that Sir William Norris 
had refused granting the security required for trade against the 
pirates, particularly between Surat and Mucha, because this, in 
fact, Avould have been covering the principal pjirt of the trade of 
both ports, in which the cargoes were not only valuable, but the 
riches of the pilgrims, annually proceeding to and from Mecca, 
so great, that it would have been impossible for the Company to 
liquidate such large demands;—that the Dutch, the principal 
rival of the English in the Surat trade, whose long experience 
had instructed them in the impossibility of complying with the 
Security Bonds extorted from them, had, two years before, sent 
a fleet of seven ships, and eight hundred men, to overawe the 
Governor of Surat into a compliance with their request, to be 
free from this obligation, but had failed in obtaining what they 
held to be of indispensable necessity to the continuance of their 
trade; and, that the London Company’s Bond having been 
extorted by force, was, therefore, invalid, by the Law of 
Nations, but if it had been recognized by the Ambassador, 
it would have become a public obligation, which it would have 
been impossible, on any future occasion, to evade or cancel. 
For these reasons, he deemed it necessary to offer the Mogul 
a lack of rupees, conceiving the payment of this sum, to be 
preferable to the incalculable expences which would have been 
incurred, by accepting the Phirmaunds clogged with this ruin< 
ous condition. He, finally, prayed the Court, to disregard the 

accusations 
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accusations which had been brought against Mr. Mill, whose 
memory, as well as his own, he trusted would not be burnished by 1701 - 2 . 
the slender evidence of two Natives against him; and concluded 
by recommending all the persons employed in the Embassy, to 
their favorable opinion and protection. 

In this manner terminated the second English Embassy to 
the Mogul, which, unlike the first, (]or that of Sir Thomas Iloe, 
in the reign of James I., which had one general object, or the 
establishing commercial relations between Hindostaq and Eng¬ 
land) had in view only, the subversion of the trade of the Lon¬ 
don Company, after it had existed for above a century, and 
establishing, on its ruins, the trade of a new, and unknown 
mercantile Association ; distinctions, as unwise and impolitic in 
England, as they were unintelligible and disastrous in India. O 
3 P 2 It 

(1)—Lettcri from Sir William Norm to the Presidenc/ of Surat, 7th, 24 tb, and 
2Jth April, i 5 th May, 28 th October, 4 tb, lltb, 14 tb. 25 tb, and 2Sth November, 2 J, 
and 30 th December 1701, 7 th January, 8th and l6(h February I 701-3 — Order cf 
Proceision at the Ambaiiador'a audience of the Emperor, 28 tb April 1701, No. 5868 .*— 

Letter! from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat to Sir William Norris, 5 th and 9th 
April, 5 th, 9th, 16th, 22d, 23 d, and 27th May. 1st Jane, 18 tb, 19tb, 2lst, and 30 ih 
August, 2 ( 1 , 8tb, and l6th September, igtii and 27tb November, ist, 13 th, and 27th 

December 1701 , 7 th January, and 4 th February 1701-2-Letter from Sir William 

Norm to the Presidency of Masnlipatam, 12th June 1701.—— Letien from the Presidency 
of Matolipatani, to Sir William Norris, 25 th April, 12tb May, l 4 tli July, 15 ih, and 25 th 

August, 5 th December 1701, JSth January, 4 th, and 20 tb March 1701-3,- Letters 

from Sir Willum Norris to the Presidency of Hoghly, 14 th August, 3 .d September 1701. 

—— Letters from the Presidency of Hughly to the Conrt, 22d April, 8th and 19th May 
1701 —— Letter from Mr. Mill, Secretary to Sir William Norm, to the Court, I 5 ih 
January l/Ol-a.—- Letter from Mr. Harlewyo, Treasurer to the Embassy, to the Court, 
dated St. Helena, 31 st October 1702. 
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Intemperate 
report of Sir 
Nicholas 
Waite, on the 
failure of the 
£mbdisy. 


It is painful, after recitbg these mdanchidy events', to have 
to describe the intemperate opinions of the difiiMreiit PteshdaiciiM, 
conveyed to the Cburt, both at the time when Sir William 
Norris left Surat, and subsequently to that event; but, as those 
opinions are the grounds, in a great degree, upon which their 
commercial eflhrts proceeded, they require to be stated, to fill up 
the Annals of this season. 

In the review of the Embassy, it has already been observed^ 
that difierences of opinion prevailed between the Ambassador 
and Sir Nicholas Waite, from his first outset from Surat tb 
Court, and, more particularly, on his return and embarkation; 
—this difference is marked, not only in Sir Nicholas Waite’s 
letters to Sir William Norris, but in his dispatches to the Court. 

In the month of November I 70 I, when the Governor of 
Surat received the Mogul’s orders to seize on the London 
Company’s property and servants, and when Mr. Blower, 
Mr. Somaster, and Mr. Robinson, were imprisoned, and 
Sir John Gayer escaped to the Factory, and took arms for 
his defence, and when the Dutch were ordered to make sa¬ 
tisfaction for the losses by the piracies, which they refused. 
Sir Nicholas Waite kept at a distance from these oppressions, 
and endeavoured to prepossess Sir William Norris with the 
opinion, that the circumstances of the London Company were 
foreign to his mission:—has, also, appeared, that Sir 
William Norris considered this event, as one which ulti¬ 
mately m^t affect the situation of the English Company’s 
servants, should he not prevail in obtaining the Phirmaunds. 

This 



£JkST-i»DiA Q0M9AM. 


This difierenoe of opinion, on a general point, aA spon ns Sir 
Nicliolaa Waite beard of the Ambassador having left the Mogid’s 17® t -2. 
Courts changed into an open accusation of the imprudence of 
his coaduot, as bis passports were signed bjr an inferior officer -y 
an accusation vrhicb, in the general letter to the Court, 
from Surat, he strengthened, by a charge of disrespect to 
the Vitier, at Brampore, and to the Mogul’s officers, at 
the camp, and Uiferred, that tlie Ambassador had brought 
disgrace on the King and Company, by becoming-a prisoner, 
after the Embassy hiid already cost ^£80,000, but promised 
to endeavour to obtain the Fhirmaunds, through the means of 
the broker, xvithout tlie condition of Security-Bonds^. 

Sir Nicholas Waite next accused Mr. Mill, the Ambassadinr’s 
private Secretary, of a secret connexion with the emissaries erf 
the London Company, and gave it as his opinion, tliat the 
fiulure of the Embassy had been occasioned, not more by the 
absunhty of the Ambassador’s inbisting on European ceremonies, 
than by his Secretary’s breach of duty. This report concluded 
with stating, that Sir William Norris had received ample supplies 
to defray his charges, and was accompanied with the following 
account of the money which had been furnished to him, viz. by 
Surat, 364,000 rupees; by Masulipatam, 206,000 ; by Bengal, 

20,800; to which was to be added^ the expence of presents, 
estimated at 86,000 rupeesIt thus appears, that the English 
Company had expended on the Embassy, the very large amount 
of 676,800 rupees, and that the Pbirmaunds still remained 
to be purchased. 


Sir 
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Sir Nicholas Waite next stated to the Court, that he 
1701-i?. Iiacl obtained, for the investment, indigo and cloth to the 
amount of two Jacks of rupees, but on account of the 
Mdgul’s orders against the London Company and tJie Dutch, 
and the stop on trade, that the goods remained in the ware¬ 
houses, and could not be shipped for Europe;—that he had 
made every commercial exertion, considering his small stock, 
and the heavy charges to which he had been exposed, and 
that the Europe goods wliich had been sent to him were 
of bad quality, and ill-assorted;—besides, if commanders of 
ships should be permitted to bring out, on their own account, 
large stocks, in money and goods, or should have the ton¬ 
nage which was allowed them, enlarged, it would, in future, 
be impracticable to purchase an investment. From these 
circumstances, he submitted, that a large assortment of broad¬ 
cloth, iron guns, anchors, lead, sword-blades, cutlery, look¬ 
ing-glass, and glass-ware, should come on the ships of the 
ensuing season ; but, in the event of an Union of the two Com¬ 
panies taking place, and, of course, only one concern, the 
proportion of Europe goods must necessarily be doubled: in 
this event, also, he submitted, that it would be expedient 
to form Factories at Scindy and Bussorah, but, by no means, 
to establish one, eitlier at Mocha, or on the African Coast, 
as it would be more safe to have a ship, of about three hun¬ 
dred tons, occasionally trading between those ports and Surat, 

than 
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than to depend on Factories, exposed to hazard from the clia- chap.iii 
racter of the Natives.^') 

Though reference has been made, in the account of the Report of 
Embassy, to the opinions of Consul Pitt and his Council at Ma- on "be same 
SULIPATAM, on the improvident measures of the Ambassador, on**{he’com^ 
in relinquishing the principal object of his mission, by insisting on the Coro- 
on European ceremonials being allowed to his rank, in a Court Coast, 
in which they were not understood, there does not occur, in 
the communications of this Presidency to the Court, the same 
animosity, on this occasion, as at Surat:—it is mentioned, 
only, that in June I 7 OI, Consul Pitt had supplied the Ambas¬ 
sador with fifty thousand rupees, though the expences of ex¬ 
change had amounted to twenty per cent., and that he had 
been obliged to take goods from the ship Streatham, con¬ 
signed to Bengal, to enable him to purchase the investment 
for Europe. 

Tlie cduntries on the Coromandel Coast, from whicli 
the goods were procured. Consul Pitt described, as exposed 
to constant depredations, by the contending armies of the 
Mogul and Hindoo Chiefs, particularly after tlie orders arrived, 
for obliging the London Company to comply with the Security- 
Bonds extorted at Surat; Madras had been blockaded by 

Doud 

( 1 )—Letters fgeneral) from the President and Council at Surat to the Court, 1 st Ma>, 

2fth October, tst November, dtb, 6 (b, and 3Ist December IfOi, 36th January, 23d 
February, Sth March 1701-2, 2d and Sth May 1702 .-—- Correspondence between Sii 

William Norm and Sir Nicholas Waite, above referred to.- Letter from the Prendency 

of Surat to the Presidency of Masolipatam, 13th October 1701 .—- Letters from the 
Presidency of Surat to the Presidency of Hugbly, 2 gtb April, and 23d June 1701 . 
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CHAP. III. Doud Khto, who had orders to deiBolish it^ and make the Lon- 

1701-2. don Company’s servants, prisoners, their Factories had been 
withdrawn from Masulipatam and Madapollam, and the -Dutch 
trade stopped at Golcondah, an order having been issued to 
them, to remove ftrun their forts. 

Though the English Company’s servants had been allowed 
to carry on their trade without interruption, they were con¬ 
stantly exposed to heavy charges, by the frequent removal of the 
Mogul’s Governors and officers, and obliged to make presents to 
'each of them, particularly to “ Rustandal Khan,” the new 
Governor of Masulipatam; but dusticks, or passes, ibr £ree 
trade had been procured:—^as a security, however, they had 
finished a strong house at Madapollam, and erected a wall round 
it, where they were making preparations for building a mint, 
and two large warehouses ; but, hitherto, they had not bera able 
to engage in their civil service, any of the London Company’s 
people, and therefore required a supply from England, and an 
officer and a few soldiers, for the protection of their houses, at 
Masulipatam and Madapollam. 

The only commercial information, this season, is, that, 
to complete the investment, the Consul and Council bad been 
obliged to borrow ten thousand pagodas, at ten per cent., and 
had dispatched the Streatham to Europe, with an investment 
estimated at 619,900 rupees.^') 

Though 


( 1 )—Letters (general) from Consul Pitt and Council at Masulipatam to the Court, Sih 

October 1701, SOth Februarj 1701-2.-Letters from the Preiidencjof Masulipatam to 

the 
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|)lamedi .^the> conduct of Sir William Norris, as imprudent (taod 
eotpensivB, 1 they did not ([notwithstanding tlic inconrenidnce <to 
wbicb 4he advances they had made him exposed the Ckim- 
pany’s credit and trade,) consider the failure of the Embassy, 
to be disastrous to their particular Settlement,- till the' order 
came from the Mogul, for seizing the property and servants •of 
the London Company:—^this order was so far carried into efiect, 
tliat the London Company’s servants, and those of tlie I>utch, 
had been seized at Patna; a violence which had alarmed tlie 
Euit^ans, in general, as the London Company’s servants, 
the Dutch, and the French, were preparing to resistHughly, 
also, was threatened, and, contrary to the practice at Surat, 
the Engluh Company’s servants, as they described it, for fear 
of the worst,” were preparing to assist in the defence of those 
of tlie London Company. 

Comparing the situation of the two Companies, at this 
time. Sir Edward Littleton described the servants of the 
London Company as asserting, in contradiction to his authority, 
** that their Charter was as good as ever,”—^that they had plenty 
of mm and arms, while the English Company had neither the 
one, nor the other; and that he had it not in his power 
to maintaiu his rights, by any other means than by protests; 
—^that besides this evil, the commanders of the English 
vdi.. HI. 3 Q Company’s 

the President of Surat, 22d May, 13th Juno, 14th July IJOl, 14th January, 2 d and 20 tli 

March 1701 - 2 .- Letter from the Preaidency of Masulipatam to the Presidency of 

Hughly, 14th July 1701 . 
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Wyi— 
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Report of Sir 
Edward Lit¬ 
tleton on the 
same subject, 
and on the 
trade in Ben¬ 
gal 
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ChAp III. Company's ships seemed to be more in the*interaitoft the 
ITof^. Company, than in that of their.employers; and that the high 
encouragement which the London Company aflorded to pilots, 
beyond what he was autlmrized to do, gave to them a manifest 
superiority in the dispatch of their shipping. Under these 
Imrtlships, Sir Edward Littleton purchased the renewal of 
the Prince’s Nishiin for trade, till a Phirmaund could be ob> 
tnined; and as a new Duan was appointed, he would apply 
to him for a Perwannah for free trade, which would enable him 
to continue his efforts, should the Phirmaund not be granted: 
but he submitted, that an experiment should be made for 
opening a trade between Bengal and Acheen-, for which an 
additioniil stock of 4^30,000 would be required. 

'Ric ship London, however, had been dispatched for 
England, with an investment estimated at 635,b50 rupees, 
being the richest ship sent from Bengal, this season; and, 
subseciuently, the ship Somers, with an investment estimated 
at six lacks of rupees. In the stock of next season, the PresL 
dency requested that no farther supply of broad>cloth might 
be sent, as that which was on hand was not Teodiblei^^ > 

If, in former years, the Company’s Agents had obtained 
at^chuM*i*m g^*^”** Chusan, in Cuina, the prospect, in. this season, 
China. establishing a trade, however valuable, at the ports of 

that Empire, was disappearing, from the evasions of the 
Governor and his officers!—it, therefore, the Court, should 

he 

(I)—Letter* (genctai) from (he Prendenejr of HugbJy to the Coon, igth Beotojber 
1701, 2 ;th January and 3d February 1701 • 2 .—— Letter* from the Presidency of Bengal 
to the Preitdency of Surat, 4th April 1701 , and 7ih March 1701-2. 
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b« anticfpAting great profits-from Chinese imports^ or bad-sent 
out eonsidemble equipments and stock, again to try the praeti- 
eabilitj of the trade, they nrould be disappointed in erery tiling, 
but Toyages of experiment. From Oiusan, a direct trade to 
Japan could not be attempted, because the Chinese vrould oppose 
erery obstacle to it; and as a Settlement od Polo Cokdore 
had been projected, as a better method of fornung an inter¬ 
course with China, by giving an independent power to the 
officer commanding at this Island to retaliate, in case of a 
seizure of the Company’s property, or the persons of their 
servants, a similar experiment was, in this season, recommended, 
or the forming a Settlement at Cobea, an intermediate station 
between China and Japan, which might become a dep6t for 
the produce of both, and a place of safety, from which the 
trade might pass to India, or to Europe. 

As the season advanced, the situation of the Company’s 
servants at Chusan became perilous, an order having arrived 
from the Emperor, to quit that port, leaving them, only, as a 
last resource, to bribe the Governor, and his principal officers, 
for permission to remain, till the arrival of the next ships:— 
meantime, they dispatched the Sarah Galley, with a cargo for 
Europe, estimated at 87,100 tale. 

In the East, it was thus found, that bribes afforded only a 
momentary security, for though the one referred to, had been 
given, the President and Council were ordered to quit Chusan, 
and so short a time allowed them, that a great quantity of the 
Company’s stores was left as plunder to the Chinese. 

3 Q 2 
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CHAP. ni. From Chusan, the President and Council sailed to Batavia, 
1701-2. where they arrived on the 9th March 1701-2, and obtained 
permission from the Governor to remain, till the arrival of ships- 
from Bengal, or England. 

Such was the result of the experiment of the English Com- 
pany, for opening a trade at Chusan, and the circumstances 
under which the Court were placed, at the time when they were 
uncertain of the success, or failure, of the projected establish¬ 
ment at Pulo Condore 

(l)—^lietters from President Catchpoole and Council at Chilsan to the Coart, 19 th 
November 1701, and 1 st Febniary i701-2,>— from Batavia, I3th March 1701 . 2 . 
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1702-S. 


LONDON COMPANY. 

If the Anoals of the preceding season furnished the bas% chap. hi. 
as well as the general terms, upon which the Union of the 1702-3. 
London and English Companies was settled, those of this meaturer^ 
season will exhibit the series of public Deeds, by which this ^e^twoYn- 
most important event in Indian afiairs was accomplished. The meg for com- 
Agreemcnt between the Committees of Seven, on the part of UmonV * 
each Company, had, hitherto, only induced the General Courts 
of the two Companies to come to the resolution of uniting, and 
to enter into an obligation, that each should wind up their 
aftiiirs, at home and abroad, by making exact accounts of 
their Dead Stock, that, at the expiration of seven years, the 
whole concern might proceed on one great Joint Stock; but the 
legal .steps, required to give effect to this resolution, remained 
to he settled. We have now to trace and examine the Deeds, 
to which not only the London and the English Companies 
were parties, but the Queen, who was, by her authority, to 
render the Act of Union legal. 

The measures for conducting the trade, at the opening of 
the season, required the fullest consideration of the Directors of 
both Companies; and that there might not be any ground 

of 
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CHAP. Ill of lecipmcal complaint. It was, in the first instance, settled, 
170i?-3. that the equipments of the two Companies should remain under 
the management of their respective Directors. By a preliminary 
Deed, therefore, signed and sealed by the Managers for both 
Companies, and dated the 22d July 1702, it was agreed, that 
the London Company’s ships, the Howland, Regard, and 
Gloucester, and the English Company’s ships, the Mary and 
Katherine, and the Samuel and Anna, should continue for the 


The Iiiden- 
tiire Tripar- 
te, equal- 
iine the 


separate account of their freighters. 

Tliis ground being taken, an Indenture Tripartite, between 


the Queen and the two East>lndia Companies, dated the 22d 

•L'dS of iito July 1702, pas.sed under the Great Seal of England, which, in 
two Compri- f 1 » 1 

men, consi- the correspondence of the Court with their foreign Presidencies, 


tiered 
Charter oi 
Union. 


they described, as their “ Chaktbr op Union.” By this Deed 
it was settled, that the London Company should purchase as 
much of the stock of the English Company, at par, as would 
vest in each, an equal proportion of the ^^2,000,000, for the 
advance of which to Government, the Charter had been origi¬ 


nally granted to the English Company. The interests of, the 
London and English Companies, and Separate Traders, were, as 


follows ;— 

The London Company’s Subscription. ^315,000 

English Company’s Subscription. 1,662,000 

Separate Traders’ Subscription. 23,000 


.3^2,000,000 


By 
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By this Agreement, the interests of the two Companies were cha p iti. 
fixed, as follows :— 1702-3. 

Purchase of stock by the London Company 
^ 673 , 000 , in addition to their former stock, 

making tlieir share together. ^988,500 

English Company’s Proportion. 988,500 

Separate Traders’ Proportion . 23,000 


^2,000,000 

Having thus settled the mutual interests of the two Com- Trade to be 
. , • • . . , • 1 earned on, 

pames, as far as regarded their respective stocks, in such a for Seven 
. , . . , Year«, on 

manner as to render their proportions equal, it was, in explana- the ciiarter 

tion, decided, that, in future, the trade to India should be hsh Compl- 
carried on, for Seven Years, on the two United Stocks, in the ^ 
name of the' English Company, as, thereby, the privileges granted 
by the Charters of both Companies, and the Act of Parliament, 
would be best preserved, but the London Company were to have 
an equal management of the trade. 

The principal difiicnlty of adjusting the respective interests of of^ 

the two Companies, at home, being thas removed, estimates were 
made of the Dead Stock of both Companies, that is, forts, facto- Compa- 

* ' mea in India 

Ties, buildlngH, A-c., as rh-tinguished from money, ships, or mer¬ 
chandize :—^thc Dead Stock of the London Company was valued 
at ^330,000, and that of the English Company at ; 

the English Company, theicfore, were to pay .5^130,000 to the 
London Company, so as to make up 200,000, for their moiety of 
the whole Dead Stock, estimated at ^400,000, and intended to 

become 
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C HAP HI become an additional'stock on the Joint Account ;«*othe l^ondsn 
1702 >3. Company were to retain the use of their Dead Stock, at h^nsa^- 
(that is their house and warehouses) during seven years^ jand, 
after that term, they were to go to the United Ckunpany:^ 
During this period, also, &idh Company was to fadd their distinct 
Courts, and might raise money, either for their respective shares 
of the United Trade, for their separate afiairs, or for paying thetf 
separate debts; but all debts, contracted for the Joint Trade, were 
to be paid out of the United Company’s stock :—each Company, 
forthwith, were to bring home their separate estates, and make 
dividends to their respective Proprietors, after which, neither 
Company were to send out ships, bullion, or goods, on their 
separate acconht 

A Court of Twenty-Four Managers was appointed, twelvje 
to be chosen from each Company, for carrying on the trade, 
and to act according to such rules as migld be settled by the 
General Courts of both Companies, empowered to make Bye- 
Daws for the United Trade;—each Company were to furnish au . 
equal part of the stock for the United Trade, and to expost one- 
tenth of their cargoes, in goods, of the grov?th, or manuhmt^re, 
of England, but no transaction on the Joint Trade was ,t,Q 
adopted, without tlie concurrence. of both Coiji^pani^s, ^ 
General Courts of which, and the Court of Managers, 
to have the sole governiuent of all their forts, factories, 
in India, and to appoint Governors and ofiicers, with po|yer$,tf> ^ 
build forts, &c., and to raise, train, and muster a military 

force. 
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force, for defence of the same, and with authority to coin ^ 
foreign money in India. 1/02-a. 

The London Company were to convey, with the Queen^s 
licence, the Islands of Bombay and St. Helena to the English 
Company, and resign their Charters to the Queen, in two months 
after the expiration of the seven years, and thenceforward tlic 
Charter of the English Company (1698) was to be considered 
that of both, and the two East-India Companies were to take ”, 
the name, in future, of “ The United Company op Mer- ", life emi!'’ 
“ chants op England trading to the East-Indies,” “ 
whose affairs were to be conducted by their own Directors, 
agreeably to the Charter of the 10th of King William. (’> 

This Deed having settled the respective interests of the two Specificaiio* 
® ^ ol Deadstock 

Companies, at home, and having also ascertained the estimated “f 

Companies, 

value of their Dead Stock, at home and abroad, was followed, on *" 

ture Quin- 

the same day, by what was termed a Quinque-Partite Indenture que-Parnte. 
of Conveyance of the Dead Stock of the two East-India Com¬ 
panies :—^this Indenture was made between the London Company, 
of the First part; the English Company, of the Second part; Sir 
Jeremy Sambrooke, Trustee of the London Company’s freehold 
warehouses in Great St Helen’s, London, of the Third part; Sir 
Thomas Davall, and others. Trustees of the London Company’s 
leasehold warehouses, in Great St. Helen’s, of the Fourth part, 
and Sir James Bateman, and others. Trustees for the English 
Company, of the Fifth part:—the object of this Deed was to 

VOL. III. 3 R ascertain 

(l)—Indenture Tripartite, between the Queen and the two Companiea, dated 22d Julj 
1702 . (Printed Collection of Charters, page 243 ) 
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CHAP^ ascertain the Dead Stock of each Company, that it might 
1702-3. pass to the United Company, at the termination of the seven 
years, in the manner specified in the Indenture Tripartite, 
iibove recited; and, besides its legal form, it is an interesting 
document, affording a view of the Settlements of both Companies, 
to which each had a complete right, which, subsequently, passed 
to the United £ast-India Company. By this Deed, the London 
Company agreed to transfer the Charters, by which they held 
the Islands of Bombay and St. Helena, to the English Com¬ 
pany, in consideration of 5^200,000 credit in the United Trade, 
and the sum of ^130,000 paid to them, in money, and also 
their rights to all their several Forts and Factories, within the 
limits of their Charter, in the East-Indies, of which the following 
is an enumeration, viz. the Factories depending on the Presidency 
of Bombay; or Scjrat, Swally, Broach, Ahmedabad, 
Agra, and Lucknow on the Malabar Coast ; the Forts 
and Factories of Carwar, Tellicherry, Anjenoo, and Cali¬ 
cut:— ^in Persia ; the Factories of Gombroon, Shiraz, and 
Ispahan, with the yearly rent of one thousand tomands, or 
^3,333. 6s. 8d, paid by the Sophi of Persia, at Gombroon: 
—^the Factories on the Coast of Coromandel, Ginqee, and 
Orix A, depending on the Presidency of Fort St. George ; or 
Fort St. George, and the City of Madras, Fort St. David, 
CuDDALORE, PoRTO NoVO, PeTTIPOLEB, MaSULIPATAM, Ma- 
DAPOLLAM, and Vizagapatam, and, connected with them, the 
Settlements on the Island of Sumatra ; or York Fort, Ben- 
cooLEN, Indrapore, Tryamong, SiLLEBAR, and the stations 

dependent 
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dependent on Bencoolen j and also the Factory of Tonquin, in 
CocMiN China :—^the Factories dependent on the Presidency of 1702-3. 
Fort William j or Fort William, Chutanuttbe, Balla- 
soBE, CossiMBUZAR, Dacca, Huguly, Malda, Rajahmahl, 
and Patna, with all their claims or title to Bantam, or any 
other Settlements they might have had, in tlie Southern Seas, 
and all the stores and ammunition belonging to the said Forts or 
Factories, respectively, and comprehending all the rents and 
customs arising from those Settlements, and all the grants, or 
Phirmaunds, by which the same were sold to them —this trans¬ 
fer, also, included their warehouses in London, and their house 
in Leadenhall-Street. 

The English Company, on the other hand, declared to the 
lAmdon Company, that the following Settlements constituted 
their Dead Stock, for which they were to be allowed ^0,000 
in the United Stock, vie. the Factories at Surat, in the Bay 
OF Bengal, at Masulipatam, Madapollam, on the Island 
of Borneo, and on the Island of Pulo Condore, with the 
stores and anymunitlon belonging to each, and all of them; and 
it was, in explanation, mutually covenanted, that both Com¬ 
panies should enjoy the respective profits, and pay the respective 
charges, of all their Settlements, to the date of this Deed, or the 
22d July 1702 . (‘) 

The general recommendation of the Court of Committees, of 
adopting conciliatory measures, with respect to the servants of the 
3 R 2 English 

0)—Indenture Quinque-Partite, of Conve} npic of the Dead Stock of the Two Ea»t- 
IndiA Companies, dated 22d July 1/02. (Piinled Colliciion of Charters, page 3l6 ) 
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C HAP iir . Eaglish Company, was the only. practicable measure which 

1702-3. could have been adopted, previously to the settlement which 
the preceding Deeds had rendered legal; but when the Deeds, 
themselves, assumed this aspect, and when opposition, at home, 
between the Directors of the two Companies, would have been 
illegal, it was settled, that, for a time, a separate jurisdiction 
should be exercised over their foreign servants, that each might 
wind up their affairs, and bring the whole, as one common con¬ 
cern, under the Court of Managers. 

We shall, however, soon discover, that it was easier, not¬ 
withstanding the remaining jealousies and opposed interests, 
to prescribe general rules, and even to observe them, at home, 
than it was for their servants, abroad, to depart, at once, from 
an opposition of interests, which had wrought itself up into 
animosity, and, in some instances, to revenge. 

General in- Tlic general principle, at home, was to proceed on the 

^tniciions of , » o i 

the London estimates which had been made of the Dead Stocks, to nar- 

Conipany to . i . 

their toieigii row ill the separate commercial adventures, but to keep the 

on iiie coni- accounts of them distinct, to the 22d July 1702; and as this 

plcijon ot the 

i/nion. order could not reach India, in time to accomodate practice to 
this principle, the only general order which could be given was, 
that, subsequently to that date, their Presidencies were to observe, 
that all trade was to proceed on the General Stock, and 
to be directed by the orders of the Court of Managers, except 
such property as was already contracted for, or afloat, and 
which, therefore, must be paid for, on the Separate Accounts; 
this order was, in the first instance, directed to be the rule 

of 
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of proceeding at Surat, at Bombay, and at their dependcn- chap ht 
cies, and also, in Persia, as far as the English Company 17^)2>3. 
had interfered with the trade or rights of the London Company. 

Aware of the risks and dangers to which trade had been Two men of 

Wiir SLiit i(j 

exposed, by the compensations required for the depredations to ‘■i p- 

prfss the pi- 

committed on the Mogul’s subjects, by the pirates, the Court of r.ues. 
Managers applied to the Queen, to have two men of war sent 
to India, for their final suppression. This request was acceded to, 
and the Severn and Scarborough men of war equipped for that 
service, and Captain Richards (^who had been in the service of 
the London Company) appointed Commodore:—His instructions 
from the Admiralty were, to go to Madagascar, and the Island 
of St. Mary’s, thence to Attongal Bay, Assada Bay, Mohelia, 
and Johanna, thence to Mocha, and to convoy the Mocha fleet 
to Surat, where he was to consult with the General what was to 
be done farther, for suppressing the pirates. One of the ships 
was to cruise between Calicut, and Dunderee Point, in Ceylon, 
till February 1702-3, and the other, in the Straits of Malacca, 
to meet the homeward-bound China ships, and convoy them to 
the Coast and Surat, and thence return, by Madagascar, to Eng¬ 
land. 

The Court hoped, that this measure would counteract the mis¬ 
representations to the Mogul Government, which Sir Nicholas 
Waite had so improperly made, that the London Company had 
been secretly connected with the pirates, and would enable 
Sir John Gayer, and President Colt, to settle their accounts with 

their 
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CHAP. Ill , their brokers, in such a manner as to wind up the London 
1702 - 3 . Company’s separate affairs, and to recover from the Mogul 
Government, the large amounts which had been paid, as 
compensations for the losses which the Native Merchants had 
sustained. The application for these sums was to proceed on the 
instructions which the commanders of the King’s ships had re¬ 
ceived, to convoy tlie Mocha ships to Surat, in safety;—^To 
preclude all pretexts to superior authority by Sir Nicholas Waite, 
the Court intimated to Sir John Gayer, that as the Consular 
powers had already been withdrawn from Sir Edward Littleton, 
and Mr. John Pitt, they had applied, and would insist, that 
Sir Nicholas Waite should be deprived of this authority. 

Separate in- By the preliminary Deed to the two Indentures, the equip- 
Str^^Joim ments of the two Companies, for this season, had been settled, 
PfMidcnt and, of course, the stock of each, intimated to their respective 

Colt, on the ^ , . 

Union. Presidencies each, also, received orders to communicate the 
event of the Union to tlie other; and it was enjoined to both, to 
lay aside all opposition, and to forward the reciprocal views of 
the two Companies, for lowering the prices of Indian commodi¬ 
ties, and disposing, without rivalship, of the Europe goods 
remaining in the warehouses. 

The Court,however, were satisfied, that this information, 
and these instructions, might occasion apprehensions in the minds 
of the' General, and President and Council, at Surat, that, by 
the Union, their powers and emoluments would be affected, and, 
consequently, their motives for exertion, in executing the orders 
for conciliation and for mutual commercial aid, be weakened; as 
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an encouragement, therefore, the Court gave assurances, that chap, h i 
notwithstanding the agreement between the two Companies, 1702-3. 
their General, President, Council, and servants, were to hold 
their situations and allowances, till next year’s investments; after 
which they would employ their utmost influence with the Court 
of Managers, that the ranks of the servants of the London Com¬ 
pany should be confirmed to them ; and, therefore, trusted that 
they would continue to exert themselves, with the same activity 
and probity which they had hitherto done, with the fullest appro¬ 
bation, and that their future situations would be such as would 
enable them to serve the Company, under the advantages which 
must result from undivided authority and influence. 

Similar information, instructions, and promises of protec- 
tcction, were given to the Agents, Councils, and servants in 
Persia. 

There could not, from the progress and completion of tlie General m- 

‘ structions to 

Union, beyond the communication of these events, occur any, President put 

’ at Fort St, 

but local instructions to the President and Council at Foet St. George 
George, with a repetition of the Court’s assurances to President 
Pitt and their servants, that they would use their utmost influence 
with the Court of Managers, to continue them in their rank 
and emoluments, after the 22d July, when the whole business 

would 

( 1 ) —Letters from the Court of Direetori of the Loadoa Conpimy to the General, Pre- 
iident and Council at Bombay and Surat, 36th July, 4tb August 1703, 33d March 1702>3, 
and 27 th March 1703 

( 2 ) —Letter! from the Court of Director! of the London Company to the Agent! and 
Councili u Periia, 4th Auguit 1703. 
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would come under the administration of that Court r—There is, 
1702-3. however, a peculiarity in the orders, for taking an inventory of 
the Dead Stock of the two Companies, which could not enter 
into the orders to Surat, at which neither Company had any 
thing but a Factory, or house of trade ;—at Fort St. George, 
the London Company had distinct and fortified stations, 
which wcie to be made over to the English Company, the 
value of which had been estimated in the Deed of Union, 
and, of course, it became prudent, in point of form, that 
the foundations of this estimate might be ascertained, to 
the general satisfaction of the Proprietors of both Stocks; it 
was, therefore, recommended, that the President and Council of 
the English Company should, on receiving the dispatches, repair 
to Madias, and be present at taking the inventory of the stock 
and effects of the London Company, and that one of the 
Members of Council, of the London Company, should accompany 
them back to Masulipatam and Madapollam, and be present 
when the inventory of the English Company's stock and effects 
should be made up. It was the general wish of both Compa¬ 
nies, that the progress of the Union might not be prolonged for 
the term of seven years, but accomplished, as soon as might be 
practicable; President Pitt was, therefore, instructed to bring 
in, and adjust all accounts, and obtain payment of all outstanding 
debts, without delay; it bein^explained, that, subsequently to 
the 22d July, all the servants of the London Company, who 
might be taken into the service of the Court of Managers, were, 

from 
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from that day, to be paid by them; but, that no person was CHAPjir. 
to be employed, who should not previously clear his accounts, 1702*3. 
and piinetually discharge his duty; and any person who might 
not be entertained in the United Service, was to have permission 
to remain in India, as a Free Merchant. It was, also, ex¬ 
plained, that the revenues of Madras, Fort St. David, &c., 
were to be'applied, after that day, to the United Trade, after 
which the military and garrison charges, and those of the ship¬ 
ping, were, also, to go to the United Trade; but, all arrears of 
revenue, up to that day, were to remain the property of the 
London Company:—in the first instance, however, all goods, 
not included under the Dead Stock, were to be turned into 
money, without delay, and invested in Coast goods, on the 
London Company’s separate account. 

At the close of this season, it appears, that such was the 
impression of President Thomas Pitt’s merit, that the Court 
of Managers unanimously appointed him to be President and 
Governor of Fort St. George, in consideration of the opposition 
which he had given, while it was his duty, to the English Com¬ 
pany, and of his having (notwithstanding his relationship to 
Consul John Pitt) proved himself superior to every motive, but a 
sense of character; but, they explmned to him, that they had 
been obliged to consent, for reasons of policy, that Mr. John 
Pitt should be appointed Governor of Foit St. David, with an 
independent power in civil and military affairs, and, eventually, 
to succeed to the government of Fort St. George, but to be 
VOL. HI. 3 S subordinate 
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chap. Il l, subordinate to him, and his Council, in all matters regarding 

1702-3. trade and investments. <*> 

Instructions From the period at which the London Company had been 

for Bencoo- 

len, now de- excluded, bv the Dutch, from Bantam, and the pepper trade on 

dared inde- ’ ^ 

the Island of Java, it has appeared, that they directed their 

George. attention to obtain, from the Island of Sumatra, this staple of 
Indian produce, and that they had fixed a station at Bengoolen, 
and expended large sums in forming this Settlement;—^it has 
also appeared, that the English Company, excluded from Java, 
and from Sumatra, were convinced of the importance of 
obtaining pepper, and had attempted to draw it from an esta¬ 
blishment on Borneo, and to connect that station with their 
speculations in the Indian and China trade;—there could exist, 
therefore, no difficulty in transferring Bencoolen, and its depmi- 
dencie.s, from the London to the United Company, as the English 
Company had neither tra<k nor daims on it:—^after, therefore, 
intimating to their Agent and Council at Bencoolen, the event of 
the Union, and that the servants of the London Company were 
continued in their stations, by the Court of Managers, they 
informed them, that, for the future, the Factory at Bencoolen 
was to be independent of Fort St. George;—meantime, they 
were to take an exact account of the pepper on hand, which wa 
to be disposed of, and the proceeds carried to the London Com¬ 
pany’s account. 

A» 

( 1 )—Letters from the Court to the Preiident and Council of Fort St. George, 4th 
August 1702, 5ih, igih, and 23d March I702*3.~— Letter from the CMut to Freiident 
Pat (private) 10th March 1702. 
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As a separate instruction, the Agent at Bencoolen was to in . 
encourage the Malays to cultivate white pepper; but, as the 1702-3. 
growth of cotton had abridged the pepper plantations, no farther 
aid was to be given to the cultivators of cotton in general, he 
was to conciliate the Native Chiefs^ as much as possible, and to 
direct his attention to the acquiring a knowledge of the methods 
employed by the Dutch, in the growth of pepper:—To lessen 
the charges, a common table was to be kept, for all their civil 
servants, instead of paying them board-wages»(‘> 

The Court, in their dispatches to the Presidency of Ben- 
OAL, recited the event of the Union, m the same terms as trans- of 

Bcngil. 

mitted to Bombay and Fort St, George, and with corresponding 
directions respecting their Dead Stock, that it might pass, after 
the 22d July 1702, to the United Company, which, after that 
date, were to defray all charges;—^for this reason, similar 
orders were issued, for winding up their allairs, and bringing the 
Quick Stock, after payment of their debts, to the account of the 
London Company, and vesting the proceeds, this season, in 
such goods as did not make a part of the English, or 
United Company’s cargoes; the remainder to be applied to the 
purchase of raw-silks, cotton-yam, fine muslins, and, particu¬ 
larly, saltpetre. 

From the change of circumstances in England, and the 
termination of all motives to obtain new privileges, presents 
3 S 2 to 

(1)—Letters from tbe Court of Director! of the London Company to the Agent and 
Council at Bencoolen, 80th July, 4tb August l7Qt, and 2dth Februaiy 
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CHAP. lit , to the Native Princes, or Governors, were to be avoided, till 
1702 - 3 . after the 22d July 1702, because, whatever might be necessary, 
after that date, was to be paid by the United Stock; to which, 
also, were to be assigned the revenues and garrison charges, 
which were to be settled by the London Company, to that day. 
In this transfer, care was to be taken, by the servants of both 
Companies, to keep the amount of the revenues secret, as, 
otherwise, it would have the effect of encouraging the Native 
Governors to make new and heavy exactions. 

The Court, in the first part of their correspondence, this 
season, after expressing their approbation of the conduct of Presi¬ 
dent Beard and their servants, promised to employ their influence 
to have their rank and emoluments confirmed; but, it appears, 
that the Court of Managers were equally divided on this subject, 
and that the only expedient which could be devised, was, to defer 
the appointment of a President for one year, and to order the 
business of the United Trade to be carried on by a Committee, 
composed of the four Senior Members of the Councils of both 
Companies, of which the first Member of each (Mr. Halsey 
and Mr. Hedges) was to be the alternate weekly President; 
but, that all due respect should be paid to Mr. Beard and Sir 
Edward Littleton (no longer vested with Consular authority) 
who were, during this year, to direct their attention to wind 
up the separate aflairs of each Company :—^the residence of the 
Council of both Companies wsis to be, in future, at Calcutta^ 
as being a place of greater security than Hughly, and under the 
protection of Fort William:—^this resolution, regarding the 

administration 
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administration of their affairs, the Court explained to have c hap, hi 
proceeded from the English Company having declared, that the 1702-3. 
greater part of their investments would, for the future, be in 
Bengal goods.C*) 

By the Deed of Union, the Island of St. Helena had instmctiotn 

•' for ll)o C.K- 

been transferred to the United Company, though it had 
not been open to the English Company, except in the pre¬ 
ceding year, when recommendations of civility to the com¬ 
manders of their vessels, were given to the Governor; and, 
in this season, it only occurs, that Governor Poirier, and his 
Council, were continued by the United Company in their re¬ 
spective stations, with an instruction, in future, to avoid 
all disputes, to discharge their duties with unanimity, and, 
in particular, to make up an exact inventory of every thing 
belonging to the London Company, under the head of Dead 
Stock, and to adjust all accounts and charges, previously to the 
22d July 1702 , as, from that day, all expences were to be borne 
by the United Stock.<®> 


The circumstances of the London Company’s Settlements, Embarra«>ed 

* ^ ' situation of 

connected with Bombay, continued to be embarrassing, from the 

prospect 

( 1 ) —L«ter» from the Court of Director* to the President and Council in Bengal^ 4th 
August 1702 , and 26tb February 1702-3. 

(2) —Letters from the Court of Director* to the Governor aad Council of the liland 
of St. Helena, 4th Augu*t 1702 , and 26tb February 1702 - 3 . 
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CHAP. Ill , prospect of a civil war in the Mogul Empire, on the death of 
1702-3. Aurungzebe:—^that Emperor was, however, still able to keep 
sidcti^ at su. the field, and his armies were continually engaged against the 
brc.tkwig 0(11 Hindoo Chiefs, who were preparing for action, as soon as the 

of the plague, ’ ^ r r & » 

and the ap- war for the Succession should become the signal for revolt, that 

pearance of a ^ 

civil war. they might re-assert their independence, or repel the forces 
of any of the powers who might be employed on the confines 
of their dominions. This public uncertainty exposed the 
Europeans to constant alarm, by the reports which daily were 
spread, of the Emperor’s sickness and death. 

Bombay, the asylum of the London Company’s servants 
and trade, was, from the preceding causes, constantly menaced 
with invasion, by the Siddee and the Mahrattas; and the Go* 
vernor had been obliged to enlist an additional number of 
Topasscs, to strengthen the Garrison, and to procure seamen from 
the Company’s ships, to man the little fleet he had to oppose to 
either;—^the safety of the Island, however, was threatened, 
not only by the Indian Powers, but by the Portuguese, who 
were obstructing the transport of provisions required by the 
garrison and inhabitants, and giving secret assistance to the 
Mahrattas, at the very time, when the Mogul’s army had taken 
several of the Hindoo castles, and were besieging “ Singarr,” 
within five days’ march of Bombay. As if these difficulties had 
not been sufficient to create alarm, the plague broke out in the 
Island, carried off some hundreds of the Natives, and reduced 
the Europeans to the small number of seventy-six men;— 
this calamity was followed by a storm, which destroyed the 

produce 



j:ast-ixdia company. 


503 


produce of the Island, and wrecked the greatest part of the c »ap hi . 
shipping by which it was protected. 1702-3. 

While Bombay was in this state of insecurity, Sir John 
Gayer and President Colt, though relieved from actual iui- 
prisonment, were watched by the Governor of Surat, and the 
embargo continued; trade, therefore, was dull, even to the 
French and Dutch Companies, and the only means of obtaining 
an investment for the Company’s ships, was by bribes to the 
Native Officers to allow partial purchases, the payments fur 
which became difficult, from the Shroffs having, by their in¬ 
fluence, been able to prevent the coinage in the mint, though 
permission, to this effect, had frequently been promised by the 
Governor. 

Such was the situation of aflfairs, when the first accounts 
arrived of the Union of the two Companies :—Sir Nicholas 
Waite intimated this event, in a formal manner, to Sir John 
Gayer, and he, with equal formality, notified it to the Consul, 
each professing readiness to adopt measures for mutual interest, 
in obedience to orders, but neither reposing confidence in the 
professions of the other.<*> 

The garrisons of Fort St. George, and Fort St. David, President 

Pin’s favora- 

continued nearly under the same circumstances with those de- bie report on 

the kiate of 

scribed in the preceding year:—^by the active and spirited mea- trade on the 
o j j r Coromandel 

sures Coast 

( 1 )—Letters from the General, President, and Conncil at Bombax and Surat to the 
Court, 5 th and I 3 th May, ist December 1702, Iplb January, ptb and 24 th February 
1702-3.—— Correspondence between Sir John Gayer and Sir Xicbolaa Waite, 5 tli and 
7 th December 1702. 
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CHAP iH - sures of Pjosideiit Pitt, the Native Powers were kept at a 
1702 - 3 . distjincc; hut, at the same time, he gave a more favorable 
account of the internal situation of the Settlements, and of 
the investment, than could have been expected. The means 
of defence at Madras, he described to have been sufficient, 
for though threatened with an attack, and provisions stopped 
from coming into the place, the supplies by sea afforded 
him the necessary stores; but he requested recruits for the 
garrison, and permission to raise a troop of sixty horse, to 
act as convoys, and to repel the incursions of the country 
cavalry ; and, also, military stores, particularly mortars, as the 
throwing of shells among the Native troops, had produced the 
greatest terror among them. At Fort St. David, it had become 
expedient, from the importance of Cuddalore, in its vicinity, as 
a commercial st<ition, and an asylum to the rich traders, not 
only to erect a new Factory, but to protect the place by fortifi¬ 
cations, the charges for which would be covered by the increase 
of the revenues, the ground-rent of Fort St. David having been 
fanned out, this year, for 2,805 pagodas, and the tobacco and 
beetle-nut taxes for 2,756 pagodas. To this account of the 
internal resources of the Settlements, is subjoined that of the 
investment, which he estimated at ninety thousand pagodas ; 
and he had contracted with the merchants, for the investment 
of the following season, to the amount of one lack, and added, 
that the experiment of raising silk-worms had been successful, 
and, in the course of a few years, might yield silk, in quality, 
equal to that of Bengal. 


Such 



EAST INDIA COMPANY. 


505 


Such were the circumstances of this Presidency, when *V * 

the first accounts of the Union of the two Companies in England, 1702-3. 
were received, from some of the Crew of the English Company’s rabie con- 

dmt, on re¬ 
ship, Norris, who had been saved from the wreck of that vessel, ceivmg mti-i. 

_ ligt-DLe utlhe 

when she blew up, in Masulipatam Roads, on the 2d August Umon ot the 
1702; President Pitt, on this occasion, after assuring his imnic- “'«• 
diate superiors, the London Company, that he would observe 
their orders, for adopting conciliatory measures, to render the 
Union effectual, addressed a letter to the Directors of the 
English Company, which, after deploring the death of King 
William, and congratulating them on the accession of Queen 
Anne, proclaimed at Fort St. David, on the 24th September 
1702, concluded in the following loyal and memorable 
terms 

** My gratitude, as an Englishman, obliges me to pay all 
deference to the blessed memory of King William, and to 
** remember that ^eat saying of his, to the French King’s 
“ Plenipotentiary, at Ryswick, upon concluding the peace, 
t’was my fnte, and nott my choice^ that made mee your 
“ enemy; and since you, and my masters, are united, itt shall 
** be my utmost endeavor to purchase your good opinion, and 
“ deserve your friendship.” 

VOL. III. 3 T The 

(1)—>Letteri from Preiident Thomas Pitt and Council at Fort St. George to the 
President and Council at Surat, 4 th September 1702—— Letters from the Governor 
and Council of Fort St. David to the Court, 4 th October 1702 * and 8th Februaiy 1702 - 3 . 

—- liCtter (private) from Freudent Pitt to the Directors of the English Companj, 3 d 
October 1702. 
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CHAP. III. The situation of the trade in Bengal, at the conclusion 
1702 - 3 . of the preceding year, was favourable, from the order of the 
orders Mogul, for Stopping trade, not having reached that part of his 
Itopped^in * dominions; but this respite was of short duration, for, as 
the Com- early as the month of February 1701-2, the Company’s ser¬ 
vants seized, vants and effocts were seized at Patna and Rajahmahl, to 
MiiorE"d make good the damages done by the pirates. The loss, (from the 

be made for ... . , , 

the depreda- Company s servants at those stations having previously taken 

lions of the 

pirates. bills on Calcutta,) amounted only to 1,800 rupees; but their 
sufferings, personally, were great, having been confined fifty- 
one days in the public gaol, and still kept prisoners at large. On 
the 30th March 1702, the order was extended to all the Euro¬ 
pean Factories, and the loss of the English Company, on this 
occasion, amounted to sixty-two thousand rupees. In this 
month, also, the Phousdar of Hughly issued an order to seize all 
the Company’s effects at Calcutta, which obliged President Beard 
to fake measures for acting on the defensive, by mounting 
additional guns, and drafting from the ships, eight or ten gunners 
to work them, so as to make up the garrison to one hundred and 
twenty men ;—this appearance of resistance deterred the Phous¬ 
dar from an attack, and matters remained in this situation, till 
the month of June, when the Prince gave assurances of his 
favour, though the Duan insisted to have the Mogul’s orders 
executed. 

Towards the end of the season, a present was given to the 
Phousdar of Hughly, of five thousand rupees, to allow the transit 
of the Company’s goods; but this bribe only incited him to make 

farther 
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farther demands, and it was not till President Beard stopped all tii- 
the Mogul ships, going to Surat and Persia, for nine days, that 1702-3. 
the fear of offending the Emperor induced the Phousdar to allow 
the Company’s goods to pass from Hughly to Calcutta. 

At the close of the season, advices were received, that tlie 
Mogul had issued a “ Husbul-hookum,” for taking off the 
embargo on trade, but, on opening the warehouses at Patna, 
the Agent found the goods had been removed :—on this occasion, 
the Duan, who hitherto had been positive for having the orders 
of the Mogul executed, relaxed in Ins severity, and offered free¬ 
dom of trade, provided the two English Companies, the French 
and the Dutch, would give the Prince a present of twenty 
thousand rupees each;—this. President Beard, for the London 
Company, refused, and rested his refusal on the grants which 
they had obtained from the Mogul. 

This view of the situation of the London Company, prepares President 

. 1.1 . Beard’s com- 

us to understand the motives which influenced President Beard’s parativestate¬ 
ment of the 

conduct, on receiving information of the Union of the two rights and 

trade of the 

Companies, in England. After stating that he had opened a two Compa- 

^ nies m Ben- 

conference with Sir Edward Littleton, in which, though with gal. 
much coolness, assurances were given of mutual good offices, 
he instituted a comparison of the situation of the two Companies, 
in respect of rights and trade:—^the London Company, he 
stated, were exempt from customs, but the English Company 
were under Security-Bonds to pay them, and under worse 
circumstances than the Interlopers, as they purchased their 
goods in the names of Native merchants, and were to pay 
3 T 2 three 
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CHAP, III. tlirce thousand rupees for each ship, on their being laden for 
1702 - 3 . England:—^the London Company, he added, had the power of 
issuing “ dusticks,” but could not allow the English Company 
to avail themselves of them, without involving themselves in 
all those disputes with the Native officers, to which the trade 
of the English Company had been liable;—the English Com¬ 
pany not having obtained a Phirmaund, and being liable to pay 
three years’ customs, it would be difficult, if not impracticable, 
to adjust those debts, till he should receive instructions from 
England, whether the English Company’s, or the United Stock, 
were to be charged with them :—this comparison he concluded, 
with observing to the Court, that the effect of establishing 
the English Company had been, “ to bring disgrace on the English 
name,” and that there would be an absolute necessity for the 
United Company to employ force, not only to retaliate the 
indignities which the English Nation had experienced, but to 
compel the Natives to fulfil the engagements into which they 
had entered, “ force, and a strong fortification, being better than 
“ an Ambassador.” 

If this, however, should not be the opinion of the Court of 
Managers, President Beard recommended, that measures should 
be adopted, at home, to induce the European Nations to withdraw 
from the trade for one year, which would so considerably reduce 
the Mogul's revenues, that an invitation to renew the trade, on 
fair terms, would be the probable result. 

After congratulating the Court, upon the advantageous terms 
on which the Union had been settled, President Beard and his 

Couneil 
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Council cxpliiined, that tlic stock which had arrived, would do chap^i 
little more than clear the debt, and furnish the ships of the 1702-3. 
season with full investments for Europe, hut he hoped, with 
the addition of six thousand lupees only, to complete the in¬ 
vestment of the Wentworth, adding;, that his resources had 
been less than those, either of the Dutch, or of the English 
Company, who, having received Double Stocks, had paid off’ their 
debts:—if, then, two buyers of goods were to remain in India, 
the Court must consider that double charges would be incurred, 
and the profits lessened, by the competition and the expences 
attending it:—in one view, he considered the circumstances of 
the London, to be preferable to those of the English Company j 
—the former, from their expei ience in the trade, had few, if 
any, bad debts; the latter had, in Hughly only, bad debts 
estimated at seventy thousand rupees .—in future, it would not be 
expedient for the United Company, on any occasion, to trust the 
Native brokers, and their President should be prohibited from 
employing them at the Durbars, experience having shewn, that 
they were uniformly more disposed to meet the views of the 
Native officers, than to consult the interest of their European 
employers. 

In the season I 7 OO-I, and while the Union was rather an- Mr Roberts’* 

report on the 

ticipated than completed, the Court had determined to meet the cinna trade. 
English Company in the China market, probably to prevent 

any 

(1)—Letters from the Preiideat and Council at Fort William to the Court, i 5 th 
August, 12th, 15 tb, and 24 th December 1702, 6th January, 11th and 17th February 

1702.3. 
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C HAP HI . any impression on the public, that they had neglected to push their 
1702-3. trade into every country, within their limits, and to add to their 
profits, by the sale of China goods in India, and of India goods 
in China, as a new resource for the home investments. 

Mr. Roberts, one of their Committees, had been ap¬ 
pointed Supercargo of one of the ships, and (on the return of 
the vessel from China to the Coast) to be Governor of Fort St. 
David, and to take place, in Council, next to President Pitt; and 
large equipments and stock had been sent to China on this spe¬ 
culation. In the year we are reviewing, information had been 
received from Mr. Roberts, that, on his arrival at Amoy, in 
February 1701-2, he had experienced much difficulty from the 
market being glutted with Europe goods, in disposing of his 
cargo, but had sold the whole to a great Chinese merchant, 
named Aiiqua, and was to receive, in return, three thousand 
five hundred chests of copper, twenty thousand pounds of Ca- 
bessa raw-silk, three hundred peculs of Tywan sugar, three 
hundred peculs of sugar-candy, and nine thousand ounces of 
gold;—^that this merchant had informed him, the Emperpr was 
willing to grant to the English ** the Island of Coltemshaw,” half 
a mile from Amoy, to form a settlement, (which Mr. Roberts 
was of opinion would be less expensive than the charges of 
commission, &c. to Supercargoes,) and intended to send him, 
as his Ambassador, to England i —that the English Company 
bad formed a Settlement at Cfausan, situated a hundred leagues 
north of Amoy, but not advantageous for commerce, and 

that 
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that they were to pay, besides customs and duties, twenty 
thousand tale per annum, for liberty of trade. 1702-3. 

Mr. Roberts, however, soon discovered, that Anqua, so 
far from fulfilling his contracts, or being the person of that 
importance which he pretended, practised all the duplicity pecu¬ 
liar to the Chinese, and, in fact, had only amused him with the 
story of the Embassy, to gain time ; for he had been obliged, 

(to save a year’s demorage of the ship,) to leave Amoy, on the 
12th March 1/01-2, without receiving goods, estimated at twenty 
thousand four hundred talcs, for which he had contracted, and 
had been under the necessity of accepting Anqua’s bond for 
that sum, to be paid in gold. 

On the 11th June 1/02, Mr. Roberts arrived at Madras:— 
the gold he had obtained, produced 54,908 pagodas; the copper 
had been sent to Bengal; and the silks, raw and wrought, made 
part of the investment for England:—on the whole, notwith¬ 
standing the twenty thousand four hundred tales, left on Anqua’s 
bond, Mr. Roberts computed that the cargo would amount to 
129,000 pagodas, which would yield a profit of .s^40 per cent, on 
the invoice prices:—^lie added, that he had been received by Presi¬ 
dent Pitt with every mark of respect, and appointed Governor of 
Fort St. David, which station he reached on the 25th September, 
and would direct his immediate attention to remove the complaint 
of the Court, of the bad quality of the Coast cloth;—on the 
whole, that, though he congratulated the Court on the Union, 
he felt it his duty to inform them, that the English Company’s 

ajQTairs 
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declining state, both in China, and on the Coast 
1702-3. of Coromandel. (*> 


ENGLISH COMPANY. 

Account of A similar account of the Union of the two Companies, as 

the Union, as 

tfansmuted transmitted by the London Company to their servants in India, of 

1 m Waite, by the Decds of Union being completed, and of the Separate Stock 

Directors of both Companies being to terminate, after the 22d day of July 
1702 , was transmitted to Sir Nicholas Waite and his Council, 
at Surat on this event, he was enjoined to make up, and 
convey to the Court of Directors, the whole of the separate 
accounts, that the actual state of their affairs might be known 
to them, and to the Proprietors. It was again repeated, that 
the losses sustained by the ill-assorted and high priced goods at 
Surat, had rendered the Union a measure of absolute necessity. 
As farther opposition could only produce a general injury. Sir 
Nicholas Waite was required to use his best endeavours to 
relieve Sir John Gayer, and the London Company's servants, 
from the restraints under which they had been placed. Should 
the Ambassador not have left Surat, he was to terminate his 
negotiation, and embark for Europe; and should the de¬ 
mands for compensation, for. the depredations committed on 

the 

(1)—Letter from Gabriel Rpberti, £«q. to the Court, dated Amoy, lat February 
1701>2, and Fort St. Darid, 3 d Octoberir 03 . 
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the Mogul’s subjects, by the pirates, be continued, he was 
directed to retire, with the English Company’s effects, to Bom- 1^02-^ 
BAY, that Island being now the joint property of both Companies. 

Two ships were equipped, this season, for Surat, on the Fiimpmeiin, 

' '1 rr J J ^ stock, and 111- 

separate account of the English Company, with slocks estimated ^muiions in 
at ^80,000, with which all debts were to be cleared off; one 
of the ships was to return with a cargo of indigo, pepper, coffee, 
drugs, and cotton-wool, and the other to proceed to China, with 
a stock estimated at, from ^40,000 to 5^50,000, for which 
trade ten additional chests of silver had been laden on this 
vessel. <*> 

A corresponding description of the Union, and rccoin- Kijuipmeni* 

and iloi k 

mendations of conciliation, were transmitted to Consul Pitt at consi-piui lo 

Confil I'nt 

Masulifatam, with notice that, as there existed no farther now appo nt. 

ed Gmuruur 

occasion for the exercise of his Consular powers, they were to of i-ort si 

David. 

be revoked; and should there be any danger that the Company’s 
property, or the persons of their servants, might be seized, on 
account of the piracies, he was to retire to Fort St. George, 
which had now become the joint property of both Companies. 

The appointment of President Pitt, by the United Court of 
Managers, to be President and Governor of Fort St. George, 
was next notified, and of Consul Pitt to be Governor of Fort St 
David, with a Council, at a salary of j£l00 per annum, and 
.§^100 gratuity, and to succeed, on the death or removal of 
President Pitt, to be President and Governor of Fort St. George. 

VOL. HI. 3 U The 

(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to Sir Nichol.as 
Waite and Council at Surat, 21st May, 6tk, I8ib, 20th, and 28tb August iy02. 
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J Cofisi goods, hitherto obtained by the English Company, 

1702 - 3 . ha\ing been .dearer than those bought by the London Com¬ 
pany, Consul Pitt was, in future, to provide the investment 
at Fort St. George, Fort St. David, and at the other Settle¬ 
ments, where the factors of the London Company purchased. 
The ship Halifax was to ho dispatched to China, with a stock of 
^30,000 in silver, and consigned to President Catchpoole, at 
Pulo Condole, and, in the event of his having removed from that 
Island, she was to proceed to Canton, under charge of three 
Supercargoes; but, on her return. Consul Pitt was, by no 
means, to vest the proceeds in Coast goods, the market being 
overstocked with them :—on the whole, he was to wind up the 
Company’s affairs at Masulipatam and Madapollam, to remove, 
as soon as practicable, to Fort St. David, and to fill up any spare 
tonnage in the homeward ships with saltpetre, on the Englisli 
Company’s separate account. 

Initrnciions Tlic approbation which the Court had expressed, in the- 

to Sir fell- “ , ^ 

w.iid Lmic- preceding season, of Sir Edward Littleton’s conduct in Ben- 

ton in lic'n> 

gal. gal (a similar approbation having been given by the London 

Company to that of President Bciird) explains the difficulty which 
the Court of Managers experienced, in adjusting the pretensions 
of these officers, to the Presidency; after, therefore, repeating 
the same account of the Union, the Court of Directors of the 
English Company informed their servants in Bengal, that, 

for 

(I)— T t'ers from the Court of Directors of the English Companf to Consul John Pitt 
and Council dt Masulipatam, 6th and 2;th August, la September i;02, anddth March 
J702-.3, 
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for one year, the oflicc of President had been suspcndeil, and the CJIAJ ill, 
powers of the United Company vested in a Conned of Eight, 1702-3. 
selected from the four senior members of each Company, and 
that an equal number of their subordinate servants would 
be employed in the United Trade, but no new appointments 
made, till the establishment should be reduced to its ancient 
standard:—that such of their servants as were not employed, 
were to have permission to remain in India, as Free Merchants, 
or to come to England :—the Consular powers of Sir Edward 
Littleton were revoked, as unnecessary, and his attention, as well 
as that of Mr, Beard, was directed to make up the separate 
accounts of the respective Companies. 

On reviewing* the disturbances among the Country Pow'crs, 
and the oppressions by their officers, it was directed, that Sii 
Edward Littleton, and the other servants of the English Company, 
should withdraw all the Out-factorics, and retire to Calcutta, 
where Mr. Halsey and Mr. Hedges were to be alternate weekly 
Presidents; that place being a safer residence than Hughly, 
and now jointly belonging to both Companies. 

In notifying these arrangements, the Court expressed 
their dissatisfaction, with the negligent and dilatory manner in 
which their books had been kept, and ordered that their sepa¬ 
rate accounts should be completed with all diligence, and the 
accounts of the separates lock kept distinct, it having been set¬ 
tled, that neither Company were to be charged with the separate 
debts of the other; whatever surplus might remain, was to 
-3 U 2 be 
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r HAp ill , be vested in saltpetre, on the English Company’s account, and 

1702-3. sent to England by the ships of the season. 

The home market being overstocked with Bengal goods, 
the ship Union was to return to China (which, as in the pre¬ 
ceding season, was to furnish part of the funds for the invest¬ 
ment) with a stock of .3^20,000 in silver, to be consigned to 
President Catchpoole, at Pulo Condore, or, in his absence, to 
the C'oinpany’s Agent at Chusan. 

If Mr. Landcn, the late Agent at Borneo, who had been 
dismissed the service, should come to Bengal, orders were given 
(in the same manner as to Masulipatam) to seize his property, 
and detain him, till he should clear and settle his accounts. 

riie failure of The Court had, this season, received the most unfavourable 

Iho specula- t. • • mi . » 

tion at Bor- accounts 01 tlieir aifairs in Borneo, and it will appear in the 

neo ascribed , . . , 

to Mr Lan- foreign transactions, that the failure of the commercial specu- 

dm, who IS 

diinisied the Jation for pepper, on that Island, arose from breach of trust and 

Company’s 

Kivice. arbitrary conduct in President Landen, whom, this season, they 
dismissed the service, and appointed Mr. Thomas Tooley to take 
charge of their aflairs at Borneo, at a salary of ^150 per 
annum, to be assisted by a Council of Four, the three Senior 
Members at ^60, the Junior at 5^40 per annum; and orders 
were repeated, to seize Mr. Landen’s books and papers, to 
become evidence of bis misconduct, that his property might 

go 


(I) — Letters from the Court of Directors of ibe English Company to Sir Edward 
Littleton and Council at liughly, 6th and 27th Aiigust I703, 27th February 1702 - 3 , and 
asdi March 1703 
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go in compensation for the losses sustained; at the same time, 

his Consular powers were revoked. 1702-3. 

Though the first experiment of a trade in pepper, at 
Borneo, had failed, the speculation was not abandoned; for 
the ship, Samuel and Anna, was dispatched for Banjar-Massin, 
with a stock estimated at ^2,500, and with orders to obtain, 
as the principal part of the cargo, the largest proportion of 
pepper which could be purchased. 

As the Union had taken place, that event was notified, and Continuation 

of tlie pru- 

an order given to take an inventory of all the Company’s stock, jeiuiior trade 
to the 22d July 1702, and to charge the amount of salaries to 
the English Company, till the arrival of the first ship, but after¬ 
wards to caiTy this charge to the United Stock. 

Two circumstances marked the proceedings of the Court, 
this season, respecting the trade to China j the amount of 
the equipments, with the connexion intended to be established 
between China, and the Presidencies of Masiilipatain, Hughly, 
and Surat, for encreasing the resources for the trade, and the 
resolution to rclinquiah the trade of Japan altogether, on the 
separate stock of the English Company. The expediency of 
prosecuting the China trade being referred to the Court of 
Managers, the ships destined for it, weie, the Sidney, to return 
by Fort St.’George; the Northumberland, by Bengal, and 
the Montague, by Surat; with the Streatbam, which was to 

return 


(1)—Letter* from the Court of Directors of the English Company to the Agent and 
Council at Banjar-Massin, in Borneo^ 6tb, 20th. and 2/tb Auguit 1^02, and 2d April 1 * 03 . 
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III return by Mocha:—Supercargoes were sent for the management 
J70ij-3. of each of these ships and cargoes. 

As the Court were uncertain respecting the residence of 
President Catchpoole, the wliolc of these concerns were con¬ 
nected with the station of Pulo Condore, for which the ship 
Samuel and Anna, also, carried out a stock ofc^22,350, and nas 
ihcncc to proceed, with an invcsinent of tutenagiie, copper, and 
gold, to Bengal:—this vessel, should she not find the President 
at Pulo Condore, or a Fjictory on it, was, with her stock, 
to proceed to Chusan, and thence to return by Bengal:—and as 
the Court acted under a hope, that the President had been able to 
establish a Settlement on that Island, (attempted on his own 
suggestion,) they desired to be particularly informed, whether 
there was a safe harbour in it, for China ships, during the 
Monsoons. 

After intimating to President Catchpoole that the Union had 
taken place, the Court repeated the order for making an inven¬ 
tory of all effects up to the 22d July 1702, and, on that day, 
opening new books on the credit of the United Stock. 


Sir Nicholas Though several months had elapsed since the Embassy left 

Waitc con- 

tinues hii as- Surat, for Europe, and though, as we shall immediately find, 

pcrsions on ^ 

the Anibag- the Mogul PowcT was declining, and that of the Mahrattas en- 

ladorj and 

creasing 

(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to the President 
and Council at Chusan, 2ytb August 1/02, and 2yth Februray 1702-3. 
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creasing ("the civil war for the succession not having yet coni- 
menced) Sir Nicholas Waite continued to ascribe to Sir William 

tim violent 

Norris, the failure ol the negotiation, and to raise the hopes or ijroceedings 

agnnst tho 

the Court, that he ivould procure the Phirmaunds, through the London 

Company’i 

interest of “ Gazedec Khan/' It had been, since the arrival of servants, 
this Consul, his invariable practice, to instigate the Governor of 
Surat, to acts of violence against Sir John Gayer and the London 
Company’s servants; and, on this occasion, he suggested, that 
they ought not to be allowed to go on board their ships, under the 
pretext ot expecting a new Governor at Bombay. In these pro¬ 
ceedings he discovered, that his principal anxiety arose from 
the fear of an Union, against which he ollered his advice, as a 
measure that would involve the PhigHsh Company in the Security- 
Bonds, which had been extorted from President Ariiiesley, and 
place them under the humiliating circumstances of the London 
Company, when they got, in the form of a paidon, peruiissioii 
from tlic Emperor to resume tlieir Factory at Surat. 

After, however, information of the Union reached him, — 
hy a tlispatch from Consul Pitt at Masulipatam, he was satisfied reem- 
tliat Ills opinions, respecting that event, would come too late, 
and, therefore, assumed a formal civility to Sir John Gayer, 
which ivas returned, as formally; neither, evidently, placing any 
reliance on ceremonies ta which each submitted. 

The conduct of Sir Joliu Gayer was more liberal than that 
ef Sir Nicholas Waite, for on receiving intelligence of tho 
Union from his superiors, he immediately notified it to the Gover¬ 
nor of Surat, as an event which, he trusted, would do away all 

future 
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CHAP m. future opposition of English interests:—this act of duty was 
1702*3. iuterpreted, by Sir Nicholas Waite, to be unfriendly to the 
interests of the English Company, and, to it, he ascribed the 
stop which had been put to the Phiriuaunds passing the 
Mogul’s Great Seal:—^Aware, however, that this conduct 
might involve the United Trade in disastrous consequences, he 
desired the advice of the other Presidencies, whether he should 
take any further steps to obtain the Phiriuaunds, because the 
estiiiKited expences of procuring them, w'ould amount to the sum 
of 320,000 rupees, and he did not know whether they could be 
carried to the separate stock of the English Company, or to the 
United Stock j meantime, that he revoked the powers given to 
llustuin, the broker, to defray these charges, even should 
he be able to obtain the Phirmaunds. In reply, those Presiden¬ 
cies gave it as their opinion, that, as the Phirmaunds would apply 
to both Companies, now United, they did not consider the ex¬ 
pences, as any reason for precluding him from soliciting them, as 
they were grants of so much importance to the trade in India. 

After, however, Sir Nicholas Waite was fully informed, by 
the Court, of the event of the Union, he expressed his reso¬ 
lution to observe a friendly intercourse with Sir John Gayer and 
his Council, to balance his books, to pay off the separate debts 
of the English Company, and to return their ships with as rich 
cargoes as could be collected; but that Rustum, the broker, 
had made a claim for sums expended, in obtaining the Ambas<* 
sadoi’s pardon from the Mogul. 

From the account given of the state of the Country, at 

this 
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this juncture, even in Sir Nicholas Waite’s general letter, it is 

obvious, that farther negociation for Phirniaunds, was a pretext, 17^2-3. 

only; as the obtaining them, would not have answered the purposes 

for which they were solicited. In the early part of this season, 

the Mogul was still in the field, with his army, at “ Burgum, on 

the river Bimrah but, towards the close of it, the Mabratta 

army bad not only advanced within twelve coss of Surat, but, in 

the month of February 1702-3, were within two miles of that 

city, and, in March, had burnt the suburbs, and were besieging 

the town:—on this occasion, they demanded one quarter 

part of what they estimated the revenues of Surat.—the 

Europeans retired to their respective Factories, and took up 

arms for their defence, endeavouring, by every good office, to 

conciliate the Mahrattas, or to obtain their protection, in the 

event of their getting possession of the city ;—trade, therefore, 

was embarrassed in the extreme ; but after the Mahrattas retiied, 

and an order came from the Mogul, to take off the embargo on 

the European trade, Sir Nicholas Waite dispatched the ship 

Albemarle for England, with a cargo of drugs, indigo, cloths, 

and cotton, estimated at 165,000 rui>ees. 

It does not appear, that Sir Nicholas Waite made any pro¬ 
gress in opening a trade with the ports on the Malabar Coast, 
but he sent Agents to Bussorah, and had received information 
that trade was practicable, at that port, on the Company’s agree¬ 
ing to pay customs, at the rate of eight per cent, ad na/ore//i.^‘) 
von. III. 3 X Consul 

(l)—Letters (general) from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat to llxe Court of 
Directors of the English Company, 3d September and 12th December l^Oi, 28th January, 

5th 
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CHAP 1 i 1 Consul Pitt, and the Council at Masulipatam, still continued 

1702-3. under the deception that Sir Nicholas Waite would be able to 

Inntion of tim obtain the Phirniaunds .—^this explains the opinion which has 

Kngli'ihCnin- 

jwny’s nlliiri already been ref cried toj and yet, if Consul Pitt’s account of the 

on the Coro- 

maiKiei state of the country, and particularly of Madras, liad been 

Cmst, at the ^ ^ ^ 

time oi re- correct. Or had been corroborated by President Pitt’s advices. Fort 

LciviHg intel- 

iii'oiiceoi the St. George, itself, was in danger of being invested by Doud Khan. 


Coinpaiing, however, the demands which President Pitt 
made for recruits in the preceding season, with the confidence 
which he had expressed in the strength of the garrison, the fact 
appears to have been, that depredations were carrying on, by 
hovering parties of Doud Khan’s troops, which embarrassed 
trade, as goods, in their transit, were exposed to pillage by the 
Mogul, and the Mahrutta forces, who occupied, at this time, 
the country and the roads leading from Golcondah, and stopped 
the goods coming to Masulipatam. 

That Madras was in a situation to resist any attack by the 
Native Powers, appears from Consul Pitt’s conduct, after the 
accounts of the Union had arrived, and been published by the 
Presidents of both Companies, for he then described it as the 
retreat to which the English, in general, must fly, in the event 
of a civil war; but recommended, that the Factories at Mada* 
pollani and Masulipatam should be continued, and fortified, as 

stations 


Ath and ^(Ii Fcbiiury, lOtb Match 1702-3, 26th March, )0th and 12th April 1703—— 
Letter from the Prcidcnt .ind Council at Sura, to the Presi lent ind Council at Masulipatam, 

11 ih December 1701 - Lettcis from tm TVcMdent ind Council at Surat to the President 

and Council at Hughly, 26th August and 10th December 1702 . 
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stations to the northwards, favorable for the purchase of invest- c hap iil 
ments r-T—tliis opinion, in a subsequent period, is justified, by 1702-3, 
the exertions made to retain the Northern Circars for the 
United Company, which, from their connexion with the Car¬ 
natic, were admitted to be the most valuable of the Company’s 
conquests. 

The commercial circumstances of the Presidency of IMa- 
sulipatam, this season, were disastrous in the extreme, from the 
misfortune of the ship Norris, which had brought the piincipal 
stock for Coast and Bay, amounting to ^£110,000, having been 
blown up, on the 2d August 1702, off Din Point, the wreck 
driven out to sea, and no part of the treasure recovered:—Instead, 
therefore, of having stock, or funds to discharge their debts, 
agreeably to the Court’s order, or to purchase an investment for 
their separate stock (the Rising Sun having been dispatched 
to England in the early part of the season, with a cargo 
estimated at 295,000 rupees) Consul Pitt had been obliged to 
borrow twenty thousand pagodas of the Native Merchants, and 
thirteen thousand of Mr. Affleck, a Free Merchant, at ten per 
cent., to purchase an investment for the Katherine, and to apply 
to the Presidency of Hughly, for permission to draw on them, for 
forty or fifty thousand rupees, with which, and the money 
expected from China, this ship was subsequently dispatched 
for Europe, with what is indefinitely described as a rich 
cargo.^'^ 

3X2 If 

( 1 )—Lett H ([i-ticnO from CoiMul Pitt and Council at Masnlipatam to the Court of 
Directorsof Company, an*'ApiilandlOth August lyOi, 23 d January and 27 th 
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CHAi^f Though the embargo on trade, wliieli distressed the English 

1702-3. Company’s ndaiis at Surat, and had been severely felt at Masu- 
Liitieton’s lipatani, reached Bengal at a later period, it was there more 

report of the . . , , » -rx r- 1 • 1 • 

slate of trade rigorously eiiiorccd by thcDuan; for, early in tins season, all 
Europeans were indiscriminately seized in the Out-Factories, 
and the English Company’s Agents at Cossimbuzar, Rajahmahl, 
and Patna, thrown into prison, and their effects sealed up:—the 
jiroperty belonging to the English Company, seized at Rajahmahl, 
was estimated at seventy thousand rupees. Having no soldiers 
for a guard, Sir Edward Littleton was obliged to fortify the 
F.ictory at Hughly, in the best manner practicable, and 
to hire a hundred Portuguese, and such other Europeans 
as he could engage:—^lie next recalled the ship De Giave, 
which had already dropped down the river, on her voyage 
to Eurojie, and stationed her abreast of the Factory, for its 
protection. As this oppression continued for a considerable 
time, and was supposed to arise from the joint councils of the 
Piincc and the Duaii, it became necessary to keep one of the 
Company’s ships constantly moored off the Factory. 

In this situation of the English Company’s Factories and 
trade, the accounts of the Union reached Bengal, and what is 
described as “a complimentary intercourse, only,” took place 
between Sir Edivard Littleton, President Beard, and their 
respective Councils. 

As 

February 1702-3 -- Letter* from the Consul Pitt and Council at Masulipatam to Sir 

Nicholas Waite and Conncii at Surat, 10th June, 12th August, and lOth October 1702.——• 
Letters from Consul Pitt and Council at Masulipatam to Sir Edward Littleton and Council at 
Hughly, 23tb March and 20th May 1703. 
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As the season advanced, reports prevailed, that the em- ^ 

bargo was revoked; but a demand was made by the Prince, on 
this occasion, of sixty tliousand rupees, as a present, to be 
equally furnished by the Dutch, French, and two English 
Companies : Whether the Dutch, French, and London Company 
paid their proportions, Sir Edward Littleton does not specify, 
though, subsequently, he obtained an order from the Prince 
and Duan for permission to trade, and was obliged to make a 
present of fifteen thousand rupees, but he described this order 
as having placed his trade on the same ground as that of the 
London Company, and that, in future, he was to pay only 
three thousand rupees per annum, in lieu of all customs:—after, 
therefore, submitting to the Court, that the ships ought to be 
dispatched one month sooner from England, and that the stock 
ought to be equal to the demands .at the Out-factories, he in¬ 
formed them, tlisit one ship had been sent with a large quantity of 
raw-silk, and the ship, Bengal Merchant, with an investment, 
which he estimated at 343,700 rupees.^') 

The dismission of President Landen, as Chief of the rrecanou««- 

tuation of iho 

Settlement on the Island of Borneo, and the appointment Sctiiemcntm 

* * Ihc Island of 

of his successor, were mentioned among the domestic resolutions Borneo 
of the season. In his defence. President Landen stated, that, 
from a great mortality among the Europeans, from not having 

been 

(1)—Letters (general) from Sir Edward Littleton and Conned at Hugldy to the Court 
of Directors of the English Company, dtli March 1701-2. Ifith and I8th December 1702, 

25th and 2f)lh Janu.ir)>. 20th and 23d Februarjr 1702-3- Letters from the Presidency of 

Hiighly to the Presidency of Surat, 20tb April, 6ih October, l4th November j;02, and 
10th February 1702-3. 
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CHA-P^. been supplied with necessary stores, from the disobedience and 
1702-3. misconduct of the subordinate servants, and from not being able 
to form a regular Factory, he bad shipped the stores which 
were under his charge, and withdrawn the Settlement from 
Banjar-Massin, though, at the same time, he recommended 
Borneo, as advantageously situated for trade, and that it would 
be expedient to resettle it.—^instead, however, of proceeding to 
the Coromandel Coast, he directed his course to Batavia, where, 
it is probable, he received the first notice of his dismission, as 
the ship Mary, then at that place, was, by order of President 
Catchpoole, sent to Banjar-Massin, to preserve this station, and 
to bring oflT the pepper which had been collected. From Ba¬ 
tavia Mr. Landen intimated, that he would return to Europe, 
where he trusted he should be able to vindicate his conduct; 
but, it has appeared, that the Court, instead of listening to his 
accusations against the subordinate servants, appointed Mr. 
Tooley, with a Council composed of the other Factors, to manage 
their interests and trade on the Island of Borneo.(‘> 
rreiideni On Comparing the report on the Company’s China trade, 

by President Catchpoole, in the preceding season, with the 
ofthcLiij-iibh orders and equipments which had been sent out in this, and 

Company. * 

the information conveyed by him, we discover, not only the 
precarious state of trade at the ports in the Chinese Empire, 
but the result of the experiment to form an independent station, 

for 

(I)— Letters from Mr. Landen, President of tlie Island of Borneo, to the Court, dated 
Borneo, 20ih April 1702, Batavia, 30th June 1702, and 10th February 1702. 
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for exchanges, between China and the Company’s Setdements 
in India. 1702 ’■’ 6 . 

In the preceding season, President Catchpoole had been com¬ 
pelled to quit Chusan, to leave part of the Company’s property, 
a prey to the Governor and Mandarines, and to take refuge at 
Batavia, from which he had dispatched a ship to Borneo, to 
endeavour to resettle the Factoiy on that Island:—^still ad¬ 
hering to his opinion, respecting the importance of the Island 
of Pui.o CoNDORE, he sent a vessel, with stores and pro¬ 
visions of all kinds, and ten Maccassar soldiers, as a rein¬ 
forcement, and bought twenty-one slaves, to assist in the 
cultivation of the ground, and in erecting a fortification for its 
defence;—^he also purchased a vessel, of three hundred and 
fifty tons, to be stationed at this Island, for the purposes of trade 
and protection. Having, thus, taken every practicable measure for 
its preservation, he requested the Court, that one hundred soldiers, 
with an officer, might be sent, with a full proportion of stores, 
and a supply of Writers; for such a power would enable the Pre¬ 
sident to make an impression on the Chinese Government, and 
to retaliate injuries at the dificrent ports of that Bmpire. 

Having taken these precautions. President Catchpoole sailed 
from Batavia, and arrived at Chusan, in the month of August 
1702, at which, though, at first, he met with a favourable 
reception from the Governor and Mandarines, and promises 
tliat the debt due to the Company, should be paid when he 
quitted the port, he found that a competition had arisen, between 
the Pekin Merchants, who bad arrived to purchase European 

goods 
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CHAP.HI. goods for the Emperor’s sons, and those of Chusan :—this event, 

1702-3. he expected, would enable him to procure China produce, and 
to dispatch one of the ships with a full cargo the promises of 
the Hoppo, or Governor, and the Chief Mandarines, were, how¬ 
ever, as fallacious in this, as in the preceding setison, and, there¬ 
fore, he again determined to quit the place, and to return, on the 
ship Liampo, to Pulo Condorc, and thence to dispatch this vessel, 
with a stock of stores and provisions to Banjar-Massin. On 
discovering this intention, the Hoppo set a guard on the house, 
where he and the Factors lodged, who were released only by 
giving a large bribe, and compelled to take what goods the 
Merchants chose to give them. On this occasion, Mr. Catch- 
poolc sent a list of the articles which were suited to this 
trade, r/s. lead, tin, and pepper; but broad-cloth, woollens, 
glasses. See. would not sell. Having twice experienced the 
duplicity and oppressions of the Chinese Governors, he in¬ 
ferred, tlitd grants or treaties (even if obtained) were pretexts 
only for oppression, and that the true mode of proceeding 
was, to negotiate, at Pekin, through the Jesuit Missionaries, 
whose influence was superior to that of the local magistrates: 
—Ill return for the great services, which Padr6 Fontanez, a 
French Jesuit, had rendered. President Catchpoole accommodated 
him with a passage to Europe on one of the Company’s ships, 
and stated, tliat, in any future emergency, a communication 
ought to be kept up with Pekin, through the Agency of the 
celebrated Padr6 Gerbillon. 


The 
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The reports of Mr. Biggs, and the other Supercargoes, 
tct Canton, in a similar manner, described the difficulties they 
had experienced, in attempting a trade, arising from the duplicity 
and evasions of the Chinese; but, they had so far succeeded, 
as to obtain a good assortment of raw-silks and .damasks, in 
exchange for broad-cloths, with which a ship would he dis¬ 
patched to India, to complete her investment for Europe. O 

(1)—Latten from President Catchpoole and Council to the Court, from Chaian and 
Batavia, and from Mr. Biggs at Canton, 15th June, 28th August, 4th and 27th September, 
7th November 1702, 30th January, and 10th February 1702-8. 
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1703 * 4 . 


CHAP.ni. From the period when tlic direct trade, between England 
1703-4. and the Kast-Indies was vested in two distinct Companies, it 

The AnnnU 

of the hAtt- became necessary to state the transactions of each Company, 
pan), in this separately, that events might unfold the impolicy of this system, 
quire the and opcn to view the public measures which tlmsc Companies, 
rangement.ai and which tlic Crown, found it necessary to adopt, for the resto- 

previuiuly to ^ ^ 

the establish- ration of the ancient regulated trade by one great commercial 

inent ot the ® . 

EnghthCom* Incorporation:—^this method was, also, continued in the preceding 
season, that the subordinate expedients, required for tvinding up 
the separate affairs of the two Companies, might be kept distinct. 

Wc can now return to the arrangement observed previously 
to the year 1698 ; that is, first to trace the domestic, and next the 
foreign transactions, which marked the progress of £a$t-India 
affairs ; subjoining the particular measures by which the separate 
stocks, both at home and abroad, were finally wound up, and 
those which the United Trade adopted; for, on them, we shall 
find Indian affairs have, subsequently, rested. 

It is necessary, in following this arrangement, to resume, 
and to continue the instructions for Surat and Bombay, in the 
first instance, because, at those stations, the seats of government 
and of trade were fixed; connecting with this part of the subject, 

the 
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the transactions in the Gulfs of Persia and Arabia, and on the chap hi 
Malabar Coast j and then to pursue the instructions forFosT St. 1703-4. 
Geosge, and its dependencies, and for Bengal ; keeping the 
events whicli occurred in theFiu-ther Indian Seas, or in China, 
as distinct subjects, which, though of less moment, at this 
period, will, in the sequel, be found of great commercial impor¬ 
tance. 

When the Court of Managers took the general administra- Sir Joim 

° ° Ga>er ap- 

tion into their hands, they re-appointed Sir John Gayer to be 
General and Governor of Bombay, Mr. Burniston to be Deputy Manager*, to 

^ be Oenernl 

Governor, and Sir Nicholas Waite to be Pi'esidcnt at Surat : 

’ ’ ed Intereittj 

for, as yet, they were uninformed, whether Sir John Gayer had 

been liberated from the confinement in which the Governor of S"- Nicho- 

lai Waite re* 

Surat had placed him. It was ordered, however, that, as soon 
as might be practicable, he should remove to the scat of 
government at Bombay, and avoid all explanations with the 
Governor of Surat, till he should be in a situation where he 
could act independently ; and, in the mean time, to prevent the 
I'ecurrence of animosities, the Consular powers of Sir Nicholas 
Waite were revoked, as being, from the Union, no longer 
necessary. 

This basis of government having been established, the Genenim- 

uriiclions to 

instructions to Sir John Gayer were, that, subsequently to the 2'2d Sir Joi.a 
July 1702 , all charges were to be defrayed by the United Stuck, ^ 
and that all vacancies were to be filled from the covenanted 
servants of the two Companies, conformably to their respective 
ranks; it being a rule, in such appointments or promotion, that 
SYS every 
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servant should clear his own accounts, and snbse" 
1703-4. quently, by his zeal and diligence, give evidence of his fitness to 
serve the United Company:—supernumeraries had permission, 
cither to return to England, or to remain, as Free Merchants, 
in India. 

The opposition between the two Companies having created 
disputes, respecting the rights of each, which had been the source 
of the suflerings which Sir John Gayer and President Colt had 
experienced, it'was ordered, that an exact account should be 
taken of the sums which had been extorted from the London 
Company, as compensation for the piracies; but if the Pliir- 
maunds had not been obtained by Sir Nicholas Waite, all farther 
negotiation respecting them was to terminate. 

When the Court, towards the close of the season, were in¬ 
formed that the Phirmaunds had not been procured, they held it 
to be a fortunate circumstance, because it would prevent the pay¬ 
ment of the large sums demanded for them, which must have 
embarrassed the English Company, and might have protracted 
the final settlement of the Union, which both Companies were 
solicitous to complete, previously to the lapse of the prescribed 
seven years ; for the men of war had been dispatched to clear 
the Indian Seas, and, it was hoped, the recurrence of such evils 
as might occasion demands, by the Mogul, for compensation^ 
would not become the source of fresh troubles. 

Method of In the instructions of this season, the method was first 

separate^ distinctly stated, to the persons vested with power at Bombay 
two Compa* and Surat, in which they were to proceed in bringing the 
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dharges under the heads of United Stock and of the Separate cha p hi. 
Stocks of the former Companies, and a date fixed (22d July 1703-4. 
1702 ,) to which those respective accounts were to be made up; 
it was, also, explained, that as the losses sustained hy the sturn) at 
Bombay, on the 2d November 1702, had taken place, poster ior 
to the date, when all charges were to be borne by the United 
Stock, the sums required for reparations were to be carried to 
that account. 

It was next explained, that though, during the opposition 
of the two Companies, each was, in a manner, dependent 
on their native brokers at Surat, and liable, in all purchases 
and sales, to imposition, which they neither could evade 
nor remedy, in future, the leading rule must be, to check 
all combinations among their broken;, and to endeavour to 
recover from them all debts incurred, either in the sales of 
European, or the purchase of Indian produce. 

The equipments, this season, for the United Trade, wer© Equipment* 
two ships for Bombay, two for Coast and Bay, two for Borneo, tions for tbo 

gencrjl trade 

two for Beucoolen, and four for Chma, of which last, one was 
to return by the Coast, one by Bengal, one by Bombay, and one 
by Mocha. The goods exported this season, were lead, cloth, 
iron, and bullion only, with which the Agents of each Company 
were to clear oflf all old separate debts:—^in the purchase of 
the investments, expected in return, all competition in the market 
was to cease, and the gopds ordered were to be of equal quality 
with those which had arrived in England, on the private trade 
account (particularly myrrh and aloes}, and from the existing 


war 
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chapel ^var in Europe, the largest quantity of saltpetre that could be 
1703-4. procured. 

Separate or- Such was the outline of the general tradethe particular 
London and orders given by the two Courts, interested in winding up their 

LnglishCom- , ... . . rm . ^ 

paniea for Separate aniurs, formed a distinct subject. The stock, for 

winding up . 

their reipec- this purpose, transmitted by the London Company, amounted 

ti\c affairs 

to ^13,220, with which all debts were to be paid off, but not 
till Sir John Gayer should be safely arrived at Bombay. The 
sum transmitted by the English Company amounted to ^10,000 
in bullion, for the like purpose, the surplus of which was to be 
vested in book muslins and doreeas (at this time in great request 
in England) and in indigo and cofiee, on their separate account. 

Tlie Court of tlic London Company, after expressing 
to Sir John Gayer, their high approbation of his fidelity and 
courage in resisting (even during his imprisonment) the demands 
of the Mogul Government, required that Bie cause of the great 
difierence, between the exunputation he bad sent of the debts at 
Surat, and that made at home, from the statements wbidi ap¬ 
peared in the Surat geneesA letters, should he exj^ned. The 
Directors of tlm Eii^sh Company, also, required from Sir 
Nicholas Waite, that statements of tlie accounts of the two 
Companies might be kept separate, and the ^glisb Company 
not rendered halile for any demands which might be made on 
the London Company. 

An Agent As the information which the Court had received, this sea- 

»a!‘to sc'tie SOB, respcctpig their rights and trade in I^bsia, had not beea 
amoDg? such as to enable fibem to suid any p^rlioular ovdesa on that 

subject, 
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subject, Sir John Gayer was empowered to give a special oommis- ni 

sion to a confidential person to proceed to Persia, to investigate 1703-4 

the foundation of tlte dispates which had subsisted between the Company'! 

servants. 

Company s Agents and Factors; and, on his report, to dismiss 
from the service such of them as he might deem to have been 
incorrect:—the Agent he might employ was, also, to wind up 
the whole of the separate accounts of the London Company, 
in that quarter, and to report bis proceedings to the Court, that 
measures, for restoring the trade, might be adopted. 

Instructions, similar to those sent to Bombay and Surat, General or- 
rcspecting the mode of bringing the accounts under the general sldeurPitt!" 
heads of the United Stock and the Separate Stocks of the two orlmoimn, 
Companies, were conveyed to Fokt St. George and Masuli- 
PATAM:—the appointment of President Thomas Pitt to Foit St. 

George, and of John Pitt to Fort St, l^vid, having been commu¬ 
nicated in the home dispatches of the preceding season, were 
repeated in this, and all Consular authority revoked. The 
general orders, in substance, were, that the charges on the Dead 
Stock, subsequently to the 22d July 1702, should be repaid, by 
tlie United Trade, to the London'Company, particularly the 
expence of the granary built at Madras, after that date; and 
that a better and cbesqfer assortment of Coast good.s, and 

particularly 


(l)»Letten from the Coart of Committees of the London Coropnny to Sir John 

Gayer and Cbuncil at Surat, 4th and 18tb June 1703 , and 18th January 1703-4_ Letter 

(separate) from the Coart of the London Company to Sir John Gayer, 8th June 1703 .—— 
X«ttet*from thoGonrtof DifOctora of tl|fl Bnghih Company to Sir Nfcholas Watte and 
Gomicil at Sarat, llth June 1703 , and 4th February 1703 , 4 . 
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particularly a large quantity of saltpetre, on account of the 
3703-4. demands in Europe, should be the rule for the imports sent on 
the United Stock. The separate instructions which the London 
Company transmitted to President Pitt, conveyed their satisfac¬ 
tion, at his having got in the greatest part of the debts in the 
country, and for his exertions in recovering the remainder:— 
he was farther directed to send home saltpetre, bought before the 
22d July 1702 , on the separate account of the London Company, 
and, by no means, to let it go as part of the United Trade; but 
whatever proportion of it he had obtained after that date, was to 
become an article in the United Company'a investment. 

In the instructions to the former Consul, John Pitt, on the 
contrary, he was blamed for having contracted for Coast goods, 
to so large an amount as 170,000 pagodas, and for having taken 
up money at interest, because the loss on fine Coast goods, being 
from three shillings and sixpence, to eleven shillings per piece, 
below prime cost, with other losses proportionably great, proved, 
that the forming such a contract was unwarranted, after 
he had heard of the Union; and his taking part of the goods 
from the Bengal ships was equally so, as it had embarrassed that 
branch of the trade, and deprived it of the sums intended for 
the investment. This dissatisfaction appears to have terminated 
in a suspicion, that the whole of Consul Pitt’s conduct had been 
improper, for the Court of the English Company sent a secret 
commission to Mr. Fraser, at Fort St. George, carefully to 
examine the whole of his invoices, there appearing, from 
die papers before this Court, a very material difference between 

the 
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the prices paid for the same goods at Fort St. George, and at chap, nr. 
Masulipatam:—on this point, particularly, Mr. Fraser was to 170*5-4. 
make a confidential report to the Court.<‘) 

IHie orders of the London Company to the Agent at 
Bencoolen, this season, were directed to two points only ;—to at 

charge the expences of the Dead Stock to the United Trade, B®“cooieii. 
after the 22d July 1702, and to vest what surplus of money, 
or goods, he might have, on that day, ip pepper, to be sent 
to (England, on the London Company’s separate account.(^> 

The Court of Managers conveyed similar instructions to Instructions 
respecting the United and Separate Stocks, with those ^ Bengal, 
sent .to Bombay, aud to which reference was made, in the 
instructions to the Coast;—but there appears a dissatisfaction, 
in the Court of the London Company, with the commercial 
.proceedings qf Mr. Beard, and in the Court of the English Com¬ 
pany, with the improper conduct of Sir Edward .Littleton :—^Mr. 

Beard ,w»s blamed for the inaccuracy of his general accounts, 
and for allowing private trade, which had occasioned competi- 
itioDS, to the detriment of the London Company; bis services, 
however, were acknowledged, for getting in, and liquidating the 
VO.L. ,11?. 3 Z debts 

(1) —Letteri from the Court of Committees of tbe London Company to President 
Th omas Pitt and Council at Fort St. George, lOtb January 1703.4.—— Letters from the 
Court of Directori of the EngUah Company to President John Pitt and Council at Ma- 

lulipaiam, 10th Btb June, 1703, and lOth January 1703-4- Letter (private) from 

tbe Court of the English Company to Mr. Fraser, at Foil St. George, 10th January 1703-4. 

(2) —Letter from the Court of the London Company to the Agent and Council at 
Bencoolen, 10th January 1703-4. 
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chapel debts at Patna, Cossimbuzar, &c., and for his estimate of the 
1703-4. sums which had been extorted from him, by the Prince, Duan, 
and Native Officers. 

With these animadversions, the Court signified, that, in 
this season, they were to send a small stock, only, because the 
surplus of Quick Stock at Fort St. George had been ordered to be 
remitted to Fort William, and the whole of the money recovered 
in Bengal, (as the separate stock of the London Company,) 
was to be vested in saltpetre, of the best quality, the existing 
circumstances of an European war making it a profitable article 
in the marketThe sending a small stock might, also, convince 
the Moors of the evil consequences of oppressing the English, 
and tlie danger the trade in India would run, should they 
withdraw from it. 

Separate in- Edward Littleton was blamed by the Court of the 

Tr’^dwald English Company, for his great negligence in transmitting his 
iarK orders^ accounts, wliich had occasioned considerable embarrassment, 
tee report ^nd had led to the appointment of a Committee, to inspect 
leeding^”” Byc-Uws, onc of which p<»itively required, that all books should 
be balanced, and sent home every year;-~for having allowed 
the Company’s servants to enter into contracts for private 
trade with the Natives, which was positively prohibited;— 
for having sent home goods, at such high prices, and of such 
bad quality, that the Court would be obliged, in future, 
to request some of the London Company’s servants to super¬ 
intend their afi^irs, apd make up their accountsand for 
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detaining the shipping without reason, particularly the De 
Grave, as this vessel had become leaky, and fears were enter- 1703-4 
tained of her being lost. Tliese complaints terminated in 
suspicions of the correctness of Sir Edward Littleton’s admi¬ 
nistration, for a secret letter was dispatched to the four Senior 
Members of the English Company’s Council, empowering them 
to examine the contracts into which he had entered with the 
Native Brokers, and should they find he had been guilty of a 
breach of trust, they were, on thdr being settled at Calcutta, 
to require him to deliver up his books and papers:—^if he 
refused, or was refractory, they were to seize them by force, 
and should they discover proofs of his fraudulent proceed- 
igns, they were then to produce a secret letter, revoking his 
commission as President; this letter, however, was not to be 
acted on, except in the event of his refusing to surrender 
his books and papers, or to afford explanations to their satis¬ 
faction. 

The importance of the China trade, on the Union of the loitmctionf 
London and English Companies, and the value of the imports S cLn?"*' 
from that Empire, with the probability of extending the circuit 
3Z2 of 

(t)—Lotter from the Court of CoEomittees of the London Compinjr to Mr. Beard and 

Council at Fort William, 10th January 1703-4-Lettera from the Court of Directori of 

the Engliih Company to Sir Edward Littleton and Council at Hoghly, lOih January and 
4th February 1703 . 4 .—- Letter (Mparate) from the Court of the Engliih Company to the 
four Senior Members of Council at Hughly, enclonnga rerecatioo of Sir Edward Litiletoo'j 
contmii^ at PmsideDt, lOth January 1703>4. 
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C HAP.in » of exchanges, between it and the Islands in the Chinit 
1703-4. and India, had led to a cdinpetition hetireeh the tiro GdlSipA- 
Dies, which the Union in England rendered nd tdti^r 
necessary j in this season, therefore, when the trdde wis 
committed to the Court of Managers, and ti^hen, of course^ 
the competition ceased, the station of PtrLo Co^tdokE was 
considered to be no longer of iriiportance, for, notwithstaddidg 
the reports of President Catchpoole, it iiras the djlihion of the 
Couif, that it should be withdrawn, and that the tii{Iltar|jr 
stores, and the materials for fortification, should be carried to 
Banjar-Massin, that the trade of Borneo might be connected 
with that of China and India. For this purpose, it was ordered, 
that every civility should be shewn to the inhabitants, and thte 
project of fortifying Banjar-Massin concealed, till the pldce 
could be put in A 'state to repel their attacks. 

The investment ordered on the ship Liampd, affords a new 
view of the goods imported, at this period, from CHtf^A 
to £hgland; or, twenity-four tons of copper, forty tons of 
green ginger, And redamnder of the cargo in teas, of trhich 
two-thitds wefre to bfe Singh T^cr, one-sixth Ilhp^neA And 
one-sixth Bohea :—^if it should be found impracticable to man 
this vessel for a direct voyage to Europe, she was to proceed to 
Borneo, and thdre take ih pepper for Bengal, and either to 
bring saltpetre from thence to England, or to be sold at Calcutta. 
Tlie general order which had been given to the other Settle¬ 
ments, for winding up the affairs of the Separate Companies, 
and discharging all debts, was repeated to the Agehtls, bcilSli in 
, China 
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and in Borneo, who were to invest whatever surplus might 
reoiiim, on, the Separate Accounts, in pepper, or in China pro- 


CHAP III. 

17 ^. 


du0ei<‘> . 

The orders to Sr. Helena, on the establishment of the initructioni 

to the Cover- 

Union in England, in the preceding season, were repeated vemorot st, 

® * Helena. 

in this, with the addition, that all stores remaining, on tlic 
92d July 1702 , should be sold, and the proceeds carried to 
the separate account of the ‘London Company, as all salaries, 
charges, pay of soldiers, &c., after that day, were to. be 
repaid, by the United Trade.<*) 


The method observed in detailing the domestic events, Similar sr- 

‘ ^ rangeinenH 

which marked the Company’s affairs, now under the direction ^ortheio- 

* * reign cveula 

of the Court of Managers, must be followed, in reviewing 
the proffceedings of the Foreign Settlements, because the 
8q>arate^ interests of the Londcm and English Companies, 
were affected by the greater or lesser degrees of obedience which 
. the senratrts of each paid to the orders of the Court of Ma¬ 
nagers, or to the subordinate ordera^of their respective Courts 
iff Committees, or Directors, for mnding up their affairs. 

At 

(>)*-’l<etteni from the Court of INijecten of the Engliih Complny to the Prcridenta 
en^ Cooneiliof the|r S^tlemenU m Chma, and on the Ifland of Borneo. lOth January 
snd 4th Februaiy 1703-4. 

(2)—Lettdr from the Court of Committeei of the Lonidon Cbn^any to the Goyernor 
Council of St. Helena, 3d January 1703-4. 
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chap hi At Surat, the long habits of opposition, between Sir John 
1703-4. Gayer and Sir Nicholas Waite, continued to affect their conduct, 
oKt of in a greater or lesser degree, in carrying the orders of the Coui;t 

Sir John . i • • • j 

GaycfiindSir of Managers, respecting the Union, into execution, and the 
Wane, m incident of Sir John Gayer having received the earliest notice of 
wnh tije or- its completion, excited a considerate d^p[^ of jealousy in Sir 
cnnitofMa* Nicholas Waite:—the former intimated to the Court, that he 
should immediately enter on the di^y of opening the new books, 
from the 22d July 1702, and that he had required the latter to 
be present, when the inventories of t^ie Dead Stock of the 
London Company were taken; an invitation which he refused, 
though it was his duty to comply, giving as his reason, that 
Sir John Gayer, by notifying the Union to the Governor of 
Surat (the Phirmaunds not having been obtained} had brought 
on a misunderstanding, which might be prejudicial to the 
English Company’s aifiurs, ^d that he could not take any 
share in making up the inventories of the London .Company’s 
Dead Stock, as their books had not been regularly ba¬ 
lanced.—^This statement he, himself, seems to have con*? 
sidered as evasive, and anticipated that.it would not, be 
satisfactory to the Court; but asserted, that it would haye^ 
been more decorous, and/w;ould have served the partiuclar 
interests of the two Cpmpanies better, if each of. then^ had se- 
jiarately transmitted their orders to their respective Presidencies. 
On one point, only, th^ Presidents, agreed, or that force was 
the only means whieb could be used, to stop the oppressions. 
they were experiencing from the Mogul Governn^t; but Sir 

John 
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John Gayer explained, that till he should be possessed of 
nieniis for brin^o^ off die Company's property and servants from 1703-4. 
Soralr; force coold not be employed, more particularly when 
the t^eak state of the fortifications at Bombay, (the garrison not 
Hhving received any supply of recruits) was taken into con¬ 
sideration. 


As the season advanced, an event took place, which con¬ 
firmed the propriety of Sir J<^a Gayer’s opinion, or the renewal 
ofthe Mogul's oppressions, with increased rigour, the whole of the 
Europeans being imprisoned, and new Security Bonds extorted 
from them, fbr'the payment of damages done by the pirates. 
Two of the Mocha shi|M, which had remained at that port after 
the fleet had sailed with convoy, had run for Surat, and one of 
them was* taken by a pirate, off Swally Barthe Governor of 
Surat immediately seized on the brokers of the European Facto¬ 
ries, confined the Agents to their houses, and obliged the brokers 
of the l>ntch and London English Companies, by personal vio¬ 
lence, to Igive Security Bonds, in tlie names of their respective 
employers^ for the sum of six lacks of rupees, the estimated 
value of the captured ship and caigo. Sir Nicholas Waite, to 
ward off the blow from the Eoglish Company's Factory, equip- 
one of their yachts, and, at the Governor’s desire, dis¬ 
patched heiv^n a cruise, in search of the pirates, and the Dutch 
shipping adi^ted the stronger measure of blockading the river 
ofBurat, tiff their Security Bonds should be given up; but 
neither the serrice which the one had Volunteered, nor the 
blockade of rilO other, could induce the Governor to release the 

Agents, 


The London 
Company’s 
servants at 
Surat and iliu 
DutchAgrnts 
iniprisonod, 
and new Se- 
turity Bondi 
extorted, in 
consequenro 
of a Mocha 
ship beint; 
taken by a 
pirate 
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CHA?. III . Agents of the liondon Company, or of the l>utch, jfrom confine^ 
1703 - 4 . inent to their houses, ajad both were reduced to receire a d^y 
allowance of provisions. 

Under such circumstances, trade was at a stand, and. Of 
course, the ships of both Companies restrained from taJdng their 
investments on board, or proceeding to Europe. The Lcgode^ 
Company’s Agents reported to the Court, that they would (as 
soon as they were released) transmit their books, balanced to the 
22d July 1702 , and discharge their separate debts;—mid the 
English Company’s Agents stated, that they would, also, make up 
their separate accounts; but that the payment of the debts, 
which they estimated at three lacks and a half of rupees, wonld 
render it impracticable for them to dispatch the Katherine to 
China, according to the Court’s orders, unless they received 
remittances from the other Prmidencies. 

There does not remain any documents, on which an account 
of the state of the Company’s afhurs in Persia, durmg this 
season, can be rested. 

Death of death of Consul Pitt, which took place at 

S'repon'of Ucverampaut, on the 8th May 1703, by again rendering Pert 
rrthe'«p“ St- David a depcodendy on Fort St. George, facilitated the 
of Ui'etwr'* measures taken for adjuMing the separate- concerns of'both ' 
Companies. Coj^panies, <m the Coromakhel Coast. P^identiPitt was 

... Itoar' 

( 1 )—Letwrfjrotn Sif John Gayer and C 9 uocil at Surat to't|ie,Cour|t ^of the Jlrondon , 

Company, 1 st December J703. - ]>ttera from Sir Nicbolai Waite and Conaeil tothe 

Court of Manag^Cao^ Company, 34th aadSdth ' 

Stpieniber, 14tba»i30thNovember 1703. . ’ v ^ t J 
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now^ a Rivals and had an opportunity of exerciising those 

talents, and feelings of duty, fur which he had been distinguished. 
Aftar notifying to the Court, that the new books would be opened 
on the 22d July 1702, he reported, that inventories of the Dead 
Stock of both Companies had been taken, though Mr. Tillard, the 
English Company’s provisional President at Masulipataui, from 
being the only surviving member of their Council at that place, 
could not attend;—^that the debts due by the London Company 
would be discharged, but that considerable difficulty would be 
experienced in arranging the affairs of the English Company, from 
the misfortune which had happened to the ship Norris, (of the 
wreck of which no part had been recovered,) and from the late 
Consul Pitt having died much in debt;—^that he had, however, 
offered his assistance to the servants of the English Company, 
and would act for the common interest, notwithstanding any 
insinuations which had, or might be made against his conduct; 
—and, in particular, that the United Stock should not suffer by 
closing the separate stocks of the former two Companies. 

Having! given this view of the general interests of the two 
Companies, President Pitt next described the convulsed state of 
the countries bordering on the English Settlements^that Doud 
Khan had marched his army near Fort St. David, but had 
removed, on receiving a present of three hundred pagodas;— 
that Mr. Gabriel Roberts had been re-appointed Governor of that 
Fort;—^that Doud Khan’s army had next threatened Madras, 
but had not actually invested it, which circumstance had induced 
the President and Council to complete the walls round the Black 
VOL. III. 4 A Town, 


CHvr. m. 

1703^. 
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CHAP, lit . Town, the charges of which, amounting to six ^ousand pi^; 

1703 * 4 . das, had been (though reluctantly) defrayed by the Natave 
inhabitants i —^that Doud Khan's project was to expel the £ng> 
hsh irom the towns round the Fort, for though the Union might 
he beneficial to the general interest of the Indian trade,, it was 
a measure unintelligible to the Natives, on whom the appeanmce 
of force, to resist their aggressions, was the only means wliic^ 
could prevent insults and oppressions;—and, therefore, that a 
reinforcement of troops was absolutely necessary, for twelve out 
of the sixteen soldiers, who had arrived this season, were dead; 
—that, considering the state of the war with France, such rein¬ 
forcement was the more urgent, because the French garrison at 
Pondicherry was more numerous than the troops which the 
English had at Fort St, George and Fort St. David, together 
and that, to enable both Forts to hold out against attacks, the 
Council at Madras had applied to the Agent at Bencoolen, to send 
them fifty Buggesses, or Javanese soldiers, with their officers, to 
do duty, for five years, at Fort St. George and Fort St. David, 
and, in return, proposed to send Topasses to do duty at 
Bencoolen. 

The separate report on the affairs of the two Companies, 
and on trade in general, stated, in so far as regarded 
the Lonfipn Company, that their Factory at Masulipatam 
had been withdrawn, and all claims on them, at that station, 
discharged;—^that the English Company's Writers had been 
rmplo 3 'ed, at ^20 per annum each, till the expiration of 
their covenants; —that hopes were entertmned, Indian produce 

would 
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would be cheaper, as the competition between the two Companies 
had ceased; but that the prices ^ven for European goods l/OJ-d. 
must be lowered, to encourage retailers to carry them into the 
country;—and that, in future, it would be improper to send out 
gunpowder, as that article could be made at Madras, at twenty- 
five shillings per barrel, of as good quality as that sent from 
England, which cost five guineas per barrel. 

The separate report on the affairs of the English Com¬ 
pany stated, that from the heavy loss sustained by the ship 
Norris, and from their having dispatched the Katherine 
with an investment for Europe, estimated at 195,840 rupees, 
their funds were left so low, that though the Halifax had arrived 
from China, they were unable, agreeably to the Court’s orders, 
to make up a sum sufficient to return her to China, and, there¬ 
fore, after taking out part of her China produce, tliey had sent 
her to Bengal, with the remainder, that she might proceed 
thence to Europe. 

There does not appear to have been any direct communi- — his report 

on the state 

cations between Bencoolen and the Coast, this season; but of trade at 

» ... Bencoolen. 

President Pitt gave it as his opinion, that the rendering it inde¬ 
pendent of Fort St. George, would be attended with many 
disadvantages, as, hitherto, it had been supported, chiefly, by 
bills drawn on Madras;—that though the Agents at Bencoolen, 
had strongly recommended establishing a station at Priaman, or 
at Trebanny, the Madras Council would not consent, ivithout 
receiving the Court’s orders, but, in the mean time, they 
4 A 2 would 
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Heport. Iiy 
the CfiiJijiit- 
leo of 


w^ould supply Bencoolen with rupees, as soon as the silver should 
arrive from England, for that purpose, 

The situation of aflairs in Bengal, this season, as might 
have been expected, from the restraints under which trade had 
been placed, was complicated, both from the difficulty of winding 
up the accounts for the three separate interests, of the London, 
English, and United Stocks, from the objections of the Native 
Powers to transfer to the United Company, the privileges the 
London Company enjoyed, and from the objections of the 
London and United Companies, to incur the risks for payments, 
to which the English Company were subjected, from not having 
a Phirmaund. 


When the Commission arrived, the affiiirs of the United 
Company were placed under the direction of a Council of Eight, 
composed of the four Senior Members of each Company:—the 
office of President was suspended ibr one year, and the two former 
Presidents directed their attention to makeup an account,and form 
an estimate of the value of the separateDead Stockseach Com¬ 
pany, however, were distressed, by the conhnement their servants 
had experienced, and by the seizure of their effects; but, even 
in this situation, both agreed in giving it as their opinion to the 

Court 


(i)~Letteri from President Pitt and Coancil at Fort St. George to the Court of Mana* 
ger», and to the London Company, 18lh and 2dth May, 5th November 1703, 28lh January 
and I2(h February 1703*4—— Letter from Preiident FStt and Council to the Agent and 
Council at Bencoofen, 2Sd September 1703 .—- Letter from Mr. TUIard, it Maiolipatim, 
to the English Company, 26th May and 30tb September 1703. 
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Cirtirt of Managers^ that grants of trade, by the Mogul Govern- 
fnent, were temporary expedients only, and that fcwce, alone, or 170^-4. 
A fortification with a strong garrison, was the only means by 
Which the observation of the conditions in these grants could be 
made etfectual. 

It was apprehended, however, by the London Company’s 
Agents, that the United Trade would experience much difficulty, 
from the English Company having no Phirmaund, and from their 
having come under a Bond of Security, for the payment of cus¬ 
toms under these circumstances, the United Council could not 
allow the English Company to use their temporary grant, but 
rather preferred bringing down the goods from Cossimbuzar, 
in the names of Native Merchants.. 

Havihg prefaced this account of the difficulties they had 
surmounted, the United Council informed'the Court, that, a 
Member of Council, and two Factors of each Company, had 
made inventories of the respective Dead Stocks of each, and that 
the general books had been balanced up to the 22d July 1702. 

It does not appear, that any obstacle was thrown in the way of 
executing this general order of the Separate Courts, and of the 
Court of Managers, by the Agents of the London Company, but 
that considerable difficulties had arisen, on the part of Sir Edward 
Littleton, whom the Agents of the English Company described 
to be debtor to his employers, to a large amount, for sums taken 
up in his own name, and from his having been security for 
Native Merchants, to the amount of 174,00Q rupees.. 


When 
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Wh«i the 'United Council -hegan to act, cltdkultici 
1703-4. occurred, respecting the Fank which each luemb^ to 
hold, as some of those nominated by the liOndon Com* 
pany were dead; the moderation, howevm*, of the BngUsh 
Company’s servants (Mr. Beard and Sir Edward Littleton being 
out of the question) induced them to cede the rank to the ser¬ 
vants of the London Company, to prevent, as they expressed ^it, 
“ any disputes occurring at the commencement of the Unitod 
“ Trade.” 

This moderatimi left Mr. Beard and Sir Edward Littleton 
free to discharge the respective duties which had been assigned 
to ^em. At the close of the year, the servants of the English 
•Company, and their effects,, were placed in security at Calcutta, 
and in Fott William, and all the Dead Stock of both Companies 
pat under the administration of the United Council, who assured 
the Court of Managers, they would insist with the Native Powers, 
to conform to the ancient privileges of trade, which the London 
Company had acquired, and to allow them, in their fullest extent, 
to the United Trade, 

Separate re- The separate reports, however, which each conveyed to 

ports of the ^ 1 x j 

servants of ^eir former constituents, were at variance:—^the Xsondon Com- 

the London 

Companies*^ pupy^s scrvants, in general, stated, that there would be funds 

on this sub. sufficient to discharge their debts, while those of the English 
Company represented the London Company to be indebted, in 
Bengal, to a greater amount than their stock could discharge: 
-**the Agento* of ftie English Company, on the contrary, re¬ 
presented 
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jp^r^Mted thdcr fiitids to be sufficient to defray their debts, in chap, tir . 
'less than twd years, and that there vtouid remain a anrfdus, 17 ^**-4 
hotli dfthbney lind goods; but, at the same time admitted, 
diat if the delMs and securities, incunred by Sir Edward Littleton, 
idioald be disdiarged from the separate fund of the English 
Company, the liquidatimi of die debt would be more distant, 
and less practicable. The representations of the servants of 
both Companies, on this subject, go to fix a charge of mis¬ 
management against Sir Edward Littleton, from his unjusti¬ 
fiable proceedings with the other European Companies ; giving, 
as an instance, his having granted passea to an> Acheen vessel, 
belonging to a Dutchman and an Armenian,, after Mr. Beard 
had refused them; and, in fact, that his conduct would be 
an obstruction to the speedy settlement of tike United Trade. 

The information respecting the general state of trade, this Trade, at 

, . , ihujuncture, 

season, is extremdy limited, proving only the difficulty of embarrassed 

, by the ap- 

making up investments, by the continued exactions cf the pcarancet of 

a civil war. 

Duan, who had made a demand of fifteen thousand rupees from 
each of the English Companies, for liberty of trade, and 
who either could not, or would iMrt, understand the novelty 
of their being united, and forming only one Company; from 
which it was inferred, that the fortifications at Fort William 
must be enlaiged and completed, and that a garrison of at 
least one hundred Europeans, with proper officers, would 
he required for its defence, for which an annual supply of fifteen 
or twenty recruits would be necessary j^that the revenues, how- 
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CMAP.UI . ever, were yearly inereastng, and wouH, in a ahort titiWi bo 
1 / 03 - 4 . equal to the charges of the establishment. 

The government' of the countiy was, at the sairfe ^e, 
extiemely shifting:—^the great age of the Mogul was daily' 
increasing the appearances of a civil war, which necessarily 
adected the Company’s trade, because their Agents could not 
send their treasure to be coined at the King’s mints,’ as it might 
be seized, cither before, or after the coinage. ' 

The United Council, therefore, while they requested new 
stock, to enable them to purchase goods for the investment, to 
remain in safety at the Fort, till the arrival of the ships, desired 
that neither woollens, glass-ware, nor looking-glasses, might 
be sent, those articles having, from the quantity exported last 
season, become unsaleable.(*> 

i|fi«ri on^ It is only from the reports of the English Company’s 

iraJe iit Bci- Agcnts in BoRNEo, and in China, that the knowledge of the 

iieo, Tulo 

Condole, state of the English interests, embarked in the trade of eithef, 

C'liusaii, and 

Amoy can Ijc collcctcd j and, indeed, as the London Company had 
hitherto made voyages of experiment, only, and committed the 
management of them to Supercargoes, without attempting 
Factories, the English Company’s transactions afford the sole 

evidence 

(0—I^etteri from the President and Council, and the United Council at Calcutta, to 
the Court of the London Company, and to the Court of Managers, IStb November, 

15th December 1703, aud 20th January 1703-4.- Letters from the President and 

Council, and United Council, to the Court of the English Company, and to the Court 
of Managers, 1 Itb December l703, lOth and 14th Januaiy 1703-4. 
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evidence of tbe degree in which the trade to China was> at this chap in , 
time, practicable. ^ 1703-4. 

At BANJAB-MAsain, in Bobn]»>, it would appear, that 
trade might have been rendered profitable, if the security of a 
fortification, and an adequate garrison could have been aiforded; 
for, without both, neither the pepper which might be collected, 
eould be kept in. store,, nor a^ stop put to tbe projects of the 
Dutch, who, byt- means of the Chinese and Maccassars, were 
engrossing tlie greatest part of it» 

The Agent at this station, therefore, represented, that 
much caution must be observed in erecting the Fort, or in in* 
troducing soldiers to form the garrison, for should the Natives 
discover, that force was intmided to be employed against 
them, they would immediately take up arms;—that the esta¬ 
blishment of a Fort, however, would be acceptable, both to 
the Chinese and Javanese merchants, because it would • afibrd 
protection to their trade and shipping-should the Court 
resolve to build a Fort, supplies of stores of every kind must 
be sent (Mr: Landen having left the place quite destitute), as 
well as soldiers, and an officer to command the garrison;—the 
trade, however, must, both in point of stock and regulations, be 
new modelled;—^the stock must be considerable, and the trade 
exclusive, for if private stock ships should come out, prices 
would be raised,' and common dollars would >not be accepted by 
the Native merchants;—Indian produce, also, must be sent on 
the Company’s account, only, and not on that of their individual 
servants-in»India; the market.for opium, for instance, having, 

VOL JiL 4 B this 
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year, been totally engrossed, and a sufficient quantity in 
1703 - 4 . store for twelve months, brought by a vessel which had arrived, 
under Sir Edward Littleton’s pass, from Bengal. 

The trade in China, and the state of the Company’s 
afiairs at Pulo Condore, this season, exliibited, only, un¬ 
availing efforts to obtain grants, at Chusan and Amoy; President 
Catchpoole’s opinion, therefore, was, that the fortifying of 
this Island, and sending one hundred Europeans as a garrison 
to it, would render it impr^nable to the Chinese, and a station 
from which reprisals could be made on their 8b4>ping and trade; 
for observation had proved this to be the only expedient rfor 
obtaining a profitable share in the China marketsMr. Catch- 
poede repeated his recommendation of Pulo Condore, for this pur¬ 
pose, from its being cool and healthy, and situated at the entrance 
of the Bay of Siam, and near the ** Cambojiar and Chiampa 
shores,” ion the Coast of Cochin-China;—^that, hitherto, he had 
erected only a fortification of timber, filled up with sand, and faced 
with bricks, and that no farther progress could be made, till a 
proportion of artificers, particularly bricklayers, could be sent from 
England;—and that, for the next season, all ships intended for 
the China trade, should be ordered to stop at Pulo Condore, which 
would give notice to the 'Chinese merchants, that their trade 
with the English was to centre in that Island, for which a grant, 
from the King of Cochin-China, had been obtained. 

The report on the Company’s trade at Chusan, at which 
port'President Catchpoole arrived, on the 19tii August 1703, in 
substance was, that though he found the Factory ^safe, the 

■Agent 
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Agent left there, had only been able to obtain a small quantity 
of goods;—^that, on his coming on shore, and attempting pur- 1703-4. 
cliases, he had been confined to the Factory, and compelled to 
make a contract with the Chinese merchants, on their own 
terms;—^that the articles, however, though dear, had been 
regularly delivered, and of good quality, and, therefore, that 
he would, in future, desist from bringii^ a ship to Chusan, 
and rather try what could be done, by opening a trade between 
China and Polo Condore;—and that he should be obliged to leave 
above ten thousand tales, of the Company’s effects, at Chixsan, 
which, if not remitted to Pulo Condore, would oblige him to 
make reprisals on the Chinese junks; meantime, that he had 
dispatched the Company’s ships, with full and rich cargoes, 
for England. 

The report from Amoy stated, that Anqua, the Chinese 
merchant, had left the Supercargoes without payment, and 
that they were preparing to remove to Polo Condore, by the 
first opportunity;—^tbat one of the Factors would proceed 
on the vessel which they were about to dispatch for England, 
and the other would go to Pulo Condore, and return in 
the following year to Amoy, to try what could be done, for the 
recovery of the debts due to the Company at that port.('> 

4B2 

from the Agent and Council at Banjat-Manm, in Borneo, to the Court of 
Director* of the English Company, 23d December 1703 , 24th February, and 23d March 
1708-4.— Letters from President Catchpoole and Council to the Court of Directors of 
the English Company, from Polo Condore and Chusan, and from the Factors at Amoy, 

8 ^ July, 2 d and a2d Norember 1703, 13th December 1703, and 19 th January 1703*4. 
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CHAP , lu. 'I'UB events, mujer the administration of the Court of Ma 

1704-5. na^ers, as well os those which regarded the winding up of the 

General or- . ^ i . 

ders of the separate interests of the two Companies, were, in this seastm, 

Court of Ma- r » 

oagen, and few, and directed entirely to the bringing back the for^gii 

separate or¬ 
ders of the administration of their ai&in^ to the same system which was 

two Compa¬ 
nies. observed, previously to the rise of the opposing interests of the 

two Companies. 

It appears from their records, that the Directors of the 
English Company, who had been incorporated into a Court, 
with the Committees of the Xondon Company, gave way, in 
all the general instructions which were framed, to the better 
knowledge and experience of their former opponents, but now 
colleagues. 

In this season, therefore, it only occurs in the general 
OTders, on the one hand, that the most decided approbation 
was given to ^ir John Gayer, and bis Council, for the 
resolution and zeal in the Company’s service, which they 
had manifested, during the barbarous oppressions they had 
experienced from the Mogul and his Officers, and, on the other 
hand, the most marked disapprobation of Sir Nicholas Waite’s 
conduct, for having refused to give his assistance to Sir John 

Gayer 
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Gayer, and the London Company’s servants, during their impri- chap til 
sonment at Surat, with the most jwsitive orders to him, not only 1704*5. 
to afford them his assistance, but, in future, to lay aside all 
animosity and personal resentment. 

Hie Court of Directors of the English Company, also, ex¬ 
pressed their marked censure of Sir Nicholas Waite, for having 
reflised to assist in taking the laventory of tlie Dead Stock of both 
Companies; but suspended giving any decisive judgement on his 
conduct, or on that of their other servants at Surat, till they 
should have the whole subject more fully before them. It was, 
in the mean time, ordered, that the separate account of the 
English Company, at Surat, and at its dependencies, should be 
made up with all possible dispatch. 

The Court of the London Company separately explained to 
Sir John Gayer, that the existing war in Europe, alone, prevented 
their obtaining men of war to clear the Indian Seas of the 
pirates, or sending a supply of soldiers for the garrison of 
Bombay, but that they would employ every effort, when peace 
should be restored, not only to render that garrison respectable, 
but to equip armed ships to clear the seas, and ** to root out 
** that Ttest of pirates^ the Muscat Arabs** <*> 

The Court, after giving similar information to the Agents in Mr. Prescott 

appointed 

Persia, with that which had been transmitted to their respective Agent mPier* 

sia, under 

Presidencies, on the subject of the Union, and the conduct particular m- 

structions. 

to 

( 1 )—Letters from the Court of the London Cotnpanf to Sir John Gayer and Council 
at Surat and Bombay, 3d and 12tb January iyo4-3.—> Letters from the Court of the 
IngUih Company to Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat, l8tb January i;04>3. 
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CHAP. Ill , to be observed by their servahta towards each other, informed 

1704-5. them, that the London Company's revenue at Gombroon, of one 
thousand tomands per annum, had, by the Act of Union, been 
transferred to the United Company;—that the evasions of payment, 
by the Persian Government, had induced the Court of Mahagers 
to apply to the Queen, requesting Her Majesty to address a 
letter to the King of Persia, desiring the trade might be settled 
on its ancient basis, and the arrears of enstoms paid up ;-~that 
Mr. Prescott was appointed by the Court, to be Chief at Ispahan, 
and was to be the bearer of the Queen's letter, and of the pi^enfs 
from the United East-India Company, to the King of Persia. 
Mr. Owen was nominated to be next in Council to Mr. Pres* 
cott, and to remain Chief at Gombroon. In disposing of 
the remains of goods, ali cloths which would not sell in 
Persia, were to be re-shipped, and sent for sale to Bombay or 
Surat. 

Instructions It is probable, that the event of the death of Consul Pitt, 

Fill, to make and the revocation of the Consular powers, assumed by his sue- 

up the sepa> 

rute accounts ccsi^or, Mr. Tillard, facilitated the execution of the Court's 

of the two 

Companies, orders, for making up the separate accounts of the two Compa¬ 
nies, as well as the management of the United Trade on the 
Coast op Coromandel, because it restored Fort St David to 
be a dependency on Fort St. George, and prepared the Agents 

of 

(])—Letter from the Court of the Londoa Company to th« Agent and Council in 
Ptriia, Sd January 
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of the English Company to assist Mr. JPraser and Mr. Wright, 
who had been empowered, in conjunction with Mr. Tillard, not 
only to examine the accounts at Masulipatam and MadapoUam, 
but the separate accounts of the late Consul Pitt, and to pay 
off all debts due by the English Company:—To remove any 
claims by his assigns, the Court had paid a bill for 19,500 
pagodasj for diamonds purchased by him. 

Having thus paved the way for the arrangement of their 
affmrs, the Court directed President Pitt, and his Council, at Fort 
St. George, tp engage the remainder of the English Company’s 
servants .(who did not exceed six or seven in number) in the 
United Service, and to give them rank according to their stand> 
ing in India. 

On the London Company’s separate account, the Court 
expressed their satisfaction, that the books hnd been completed, 
and directed that the surplus of Quick Stock should be invested 
in saltpetre, and every assistance in their power afforded to their 
servants in China, for recovering the debt due to the Company 
by Anqua; to raise what money might be necessary, on the 
separate account of the English Company, to pay all debts, and 
dear accounts at Masulipatam und MadapoUam, and to offer 
to the Natives, a proportion of the value of what they might 
recover, from the wreck of the ship Norris. 

When 

(l)~Letter from the Court of the London Companj to President Pitt and Council at 
Fort St. George, 12th and igth January 1704 . 5 .—- Letters from the Court of the 
English Company to the President and Council at Fort St. George, and the Agents at 
Masulipatam, ISth January 1704-5 
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chap. ifT . When the transfer was made of the Settlement of Bee- 

1704-5. cooLEX, in the Island' of Sumatra, in the season 1702-3, by 

Orders t” the i 

Agent at the London to the United Company, this station was made 

fieticoolen to 

make up the independent' of Fort St. George; which President Pitt sub*- 

aeparafe ac¬ 
count of iJie sequently represented- had occasioned the inconveniency of his 

Company, not having been able to control their proceedings, while they 
were drawing for large sums on the Presidency, to defray their 
expences, and to make purchases of pepper, to fill up their 
exports to England. 

Though this independence of Bencooeen was not revoked, 
in the season we are reviewing, the Agents li^re blamed, 
for not having made up, and transmitted their accounts of Qhick 
Stock, or returns of the amount of pepper in store, as it 
appeared, that besides the large stock sent' for the- invest¬ 
ment in this article, they had drawn bills on Fort St. George 
to the amount of sixteen thousand dollars; the orders, there¬ 
fore, were repeated, that the accounts should be speedily 
made up, and encouragement granted to the Chinese to settle 
at the Company’s stations, on the Bland of Sumatra.^*) 

CommiuioD- If the Court of Managers were dissatisfied with the state 

tn to be sent 

to Bengal, to of thc United and Separate Stocks, in the-preceding season, the 

report on tin , . 

conduct of information- they had received, in this ^ar, by afibrding them 

dents of both evidence of the improper proceedings of' the late Presidents in 

Companiei. i i i 

Bengal, induced them to adopt the strong measure of em¬ 
powering 

(l) —Letter from the Court of the Londdn Company to the Agent and Council at 
ficncoolen, 3d Jlnuaiy l/Ol-fl* 



EAST-IMOXA COMPAMT. 


561 


powering two of their servants, at Fort St. George, to proceed to 
Bengal, and examine the state of their separate accounts 
and debts, and report their pre^ess to President Pitt and 
the Council at Fort St. George:—these Commissioners were 
authorized to enter on a general examination of all accounts 
and.commercial transactions, which had taken place in Bengal, 
since the year 1698, and to transmit the result, one copy to 
Fort St. George, and another to the Court, that the sum which 
really constituted the debts of the London Company might be 
ascertained, and liquidation of them effected; for which purpose, 
President Pitt was empowered to borrow money at interest, 
and to draw bills on the Court, for the discharge of this debt, 
and, as far as the liquidation of the debts of the London Com¬ 
pany was concerned. President Pitt, or the persons he might 
appoint, were to proceed to Bengal, and exercise controlling 
powers ; it being the opinion of the Court, that the debts could 
not be considerable, from the very small investments of Bengal 
goods which had been recently sent to England. 

The orders, respecting the separate debts of the English 
Company^ were not less precise; but the conduct of their Council 
was condemned in strong terms, for having permitted Sir 
Edivard Littleton to run in debt, to the Company, to so great 
an amount as he had done:—farther, to mark their displeasure 
at his proceedings, he was dismissed the service, and an 
order issued to compel him to pay those debts at Calcutta, or 
to give an obligation to discharge them in England, and, as a 
public mark of their displeasure, the Court formally revoked 

VOL. III. 4 C the 
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CHAP 111 tlic commission by which he had been appointed President in 
1704-5. Bcni^al.—the Council, also, were blamed for having made up 
their books in the most incorrect manner, and for purposes 


apparently fraudulent, by entering large sums, on tlie Company’s 


The China 
trade mr- 
rotti'd. and 
iMttory at 
PiiloCondore 
to be Milh- 

dr.aw». 


account, under feigned names. 

The Court of Managers, on reviewing the whole of tho 
proceedings of President Catchpoolc and the Supercargoes, 
at the different ports in China, particularly the oppressions they 
had cxpeiienccd at Chusan, determined, to use their own 
words, “ as being weary ot the trade,” not to send out any 
ship, or Supercargoes, to that port, this season; and to dispatch 
only the ship Toddington, to Amoy, to endeavour to recover the 
debt due to the Company, at that port, by Anqua, the Chinese 
merchant, and to vest the amount, (whatever it might he,) 
in such goods as were suited to the Madras or English 
markets ; specifying that Teas should have the preference, and, 
at all events, not to include China-ware in the assortment. 

As the Island of Pulo Condore could only be made a 
.station to which Chinese goods could be brought by junks, 
and could not furnish, in itself, any produce, being only, 
according to President Catchpoole’s report, an intermediate 

station 


(l)—Letters from tlic Court of llioT.ondon Compiny to the President nnd Council at 

Calcutta, Jd and jgtli J.'inuary 1704-5-Letters from the Court of the English Company 

to the President .and Members of Council at Hugbly and Calcutt. 1 , J8th January ]704-5.->—- 
Letters from the Court of the English Company to the Piewdent and Council at Fort St. 
George, igtli January 1704-5. 
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station for China produce, the Court ordered that this Settlement 
should be withdrawn, .and the guns, stoies, and English settlers, 1704-5. 
sent to Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, at which port, a strong 
fortification was to be erected, and the garrison made up from 
such of the Company’s military servants as might ariive fiom 
Pulo Condore, or who might be already at Banjar-Massin :— 

This station was, in future, to be a Presidency, and Mr. Catch- 
poole, and a Council, appointed to manage it.<'> 


If evidence had been wanting of the impolicy of establish- Treachciom 

coti'iiirt of 

ing two rival English Companies, the events at the Presidency ^uhoks 
of Surat, in the season 1704-5, fully demonstrated this fact: Hquenre ot 

hisproviMon- 

—After the Union had taken place in Eiiffland, which did aw.ay 

^ mi m IS VII - 

opposition between the two Companies, the interpretations put [j"^nM 
on the instructions of the Coint of Managers, by Sir Nicholas 

” tii.ui, m i)ii- 

Waite, discovered, that, instead of obeying them, in their spiiil of 
conciliation, he employed them as a foundation foi eontiminig 
opposition and animosity, between the servants of the two 
Companies, when it was the duty of each to lunc laid (hem 
.aside, and to bring the trade to the simple form in whicli 
4 C 2 it 


(l)—Letters from the Court of the English Compntiy to President Cjlchpoole .md 
Council, at Cbusan and Pulo Condoie, isth January iroi 5. 
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CHAP HI. it had been carried on, during the period of the London 
1704 - 5 . Company. 

When these instructions were framed, the Court of Mana¬ 
gers were informed of the imprisonment of Sir John Gayer, 
whose zeal had led him from Bombay to Surat, where, 
for three years, he had resisted the demands of the 
Governor, for compensation to be paid, for losses which 
the Native merchants pretended they had sustained, from the 
depredations of the pirates; it, therefore, was provided, that 
should Sir John Gayer remain a prisoner at Surat, when the 
instructions arrived, or for three months subsequently to that 
period, then Sir Nicholas Waite, instead of being President at 
Surat, should act as General, provisionally, and employ his 
utmost cflbrts for the release of Sir John Gayer, and for re¬ 
covering the Security-Bonds, extorted formerly from President 
Annesley. This ill-judged clause in the instructions offered a 
temptation to Sir Nicholas Waite, which neither his disposition, 
nor his habits, could resist. On this occasion, his conduct afforded 
an example of the misfortune, both to the United Trade, and 
to the separate concerns of the two Companies, of having 
entrusted (after so fully approving of the measures of Sir John 
Gayer) a provisional power with a person, whose violence and 
ambition, they already knew, had contributed to the failure of 
Sir William Norris’s Embassy. 

Sir John The Govcmor of Surat, on this occasion, after having seen 

Gayer, and ^ ^ ® 

London the animosity between the Agents of the two Companies, began 
dweiy *i’m *Joubt which of them was the real representative of the English 

Nation, 
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Nation, and whether Sir John Gayer, or Sir Nicholas Waite, chap, iil 
was the chief officer of the United Company, and therefore 170^-5. 

, prisoned by 

demanded evidence of the fact from both. the Governor 

of Surat from 

Sir John Gayer, on this emergency, requested Sir Nicholas theimsrepre- 

sentalions of 

Waite to send an Agent from the English Company, to meet one Nichoiaa 
from the London Company, that they might together wait on 
the Governor, and state to him, that Sir John Gayer was 
the General of the United Company ;-*-instead of complying 
with this reasonable proposition. Sir Nicholas Waite not only 
refused to accede to it, but sent an evasive answer, that he 
would wait on the Governor separately :—he accordingly sent 
Rustum, his broker, privately to the Governor, to insinuate 
that Sir John Gayer had been displaced, that he, himself, 
was the General, and that Sir John Gayer must be confined, 
and a proper guard placed over the London Company’s Factory, 
if the Mogul Government intended to recover the money for the 
damages done by the pirates, amounting to eighty lacks of 
rupees;—and, at the same time, seconded this iniquitous pro¬ 
ceeding, by sending him a bribe of twenty-seven thousand 
rupees. 

The Governor, on the presumption that this was the real 
state of the case, asked Mr. Bonnell, and another Member of 
the English Company’s Council, whether, if Sir John Gayer 
should be allowed to go to Bombay (as he was no longer 
General) the English Company would become bound for the 
debts due by the London Company:—Sir Nicholas Waite, in 
this dilemma, was satisfied, that if he cmne under the obliga¬ 
tion, 
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chap.I ll , tion, it would he disavowed by the Court of Managers, and if 
1704 - 5 . lie refused it, he would expose Sir John Gayer to still farther 
hardships, and act in defiance of the positive orders which he 
h.id received, to contribute to his liberation ; but he preferred 
the expedient of refusing to become bound for the debts of the 
London Company, and left their Geneial to his fate;—the 
immediate consequence was, that Sir John Gayer, and the Lon¬ 
don Company’s servants, were kept in more close confinement. 
iruJcTof Deputy Governor of Bombay (who 

i!"iUand'"aitd London Company’s servants) and Commodore 

GoNwior of "'**0 commanded the men of war, on hearing of this 

tiiToccasion' Hot only remonstrated, but addi'cssed letters to the 

Governor of Surat, assuring him that Sir John Gayer was, 
in fact, the Gcneial of the United Company in India, and that 
the reports of Rustum, and of Sir Nicholas Waite, were not 
only in ojiposition to the orders which had been received from 
the Court of Managers, but absolutely false, and, therefore, 
demanded that Sir John Gayer might be released. 

Alarmed at this intelligence, and afiaid lest the ships of 
war might act offensively, the Governor required, from Sir 
Nicholas Waite, a Bond of Security, that he would immediately 
proceed to Bombay, and, in the e\ent of any of the Surat ships 
living taken, deliver them up. On receiving this Bond, the 
Governor answered Mr. Burniston and Commodore Hurland, 
that Sir John Gayer must be kept in close confinement, either 
till all the debts demanded from the London Company should be 
paid, or till the Mogul’s pleasure should be known. 


Sir 
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Sir Nicholas Waite, by this conduct, was obliged cither to 
act against orders from home, or to incur the risk of the Queen’s 1704-5. 

Evasive Re- 

ships commencing hostilities against the Surat merchants, and port of Sir 

had recourse to an artifice, to escape from the consequences of w.me to iiie 
' * Coiirt.on tl's 

these dishonorable proceedings. He represented to the Court, that subject. 

Sir John Gaycr’s own rashness, in informing the Governor of 
the appointment of the Court of Managers, had been the source 
of all his calamities, for had he concealed this circumstance, 
the separate interests of the two Companies might have been 
adjusted, and himself released j but having divulged it, it was 
impossible to carry on trade, till the debts incurred by the Loudon 
Company should be paid, and all claims on them, since Sir John 
Child’s war, discharged, which were estimated, by the Surat mer¬ 
chants, at the enormous sum of one hundred and forty lacks :— 
he, also, leprescnted to Commodore Harland, that Sir John Gayci 
could not act as General, till he was released from his im¬ 
prisonment ; and as the three months had expiied, that he (Sir 
Nicholas Waite) was, in fact, the General of the United Com¬ 
pany, and, theieforo, protested against any hostilities, by the 
ships of war, against the Mogul subjects. It was under thc^e 
circumstances, that an order came from the Mogul to the 
Governor of Surat, directing that Sir John Gayer, and all 
the London Company’s servants, should be more closely con¬ 
fined. 

Sir John Gayer, on this occasion, addressed the Court rf 
Managers, to use some effectual means for his deliverance, suel} 
as the Dutch, who had blockaded the port, had done, for the 

release 
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CHAP. HI . release of their servants, because every effort he could make 
1704 >5. would prove inefiectual; for whatever bribe lie might offer to 
the Governor would be counteracted by a still greater bribe, 
from Sir Nicholas Waite, to continue him in prison. 

Sir Nicholas It has already been mentioned, that Sir Nicholas Waite had 

Waite takes . . i* . t ^ ^ a 

possession of given an obligation to the Governor of Surat, to proceed to 

Bombay, and 1 1., « 1 1 • 1 i 

appoints Mr. Bombay, and to liberate any Surat vessels which mi^ht be 

Aislabie De- *' 1 1 . 

puty Govei- detained, or taken by the Queen’s ships ; and, for this purpose, 
he, at this period, applied to Commodore Harland for a passage: 
—this officer, indignant at his conduct, refused the request, 
which obliged him to go by Bassein, and thence pass, by a 
country vessel, to Bombay, where he arrived in the month of 
November 1704. The Deputy Governor, Mr. Burniston, hav¬ 
ing died, at this crisis, Sir Nicholas Waite bad an opportunity of 
modelling the Council as he chose, and of giving a specious 
account of his services to the Court of Managers. In this 
report, instead of entering on the subject of having fulfilled 
their orders, for settling the separate and united interests, or of 
having contributed to the release of Sir John Gayer, from a 
three years’ confinement, he described the miserable situation in 
which he had found Bombay, and the plans he had adopted for 
restoring respectability to this seat of the Company’s power and 
trade, on the West of India ;—that he had appointed Mr. 
Aislabie to be Deputy Governor, who bad also undertaken the 
duty of a justice of peace in the Island;—that he had chosen a 
Council, to assist him in carrying his orders, for encreasing 
the revenues, into effect;—^that he had been obliged to reside in 

the 
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the castle, till the town should be put in a state of defence, by 
building a wall round it, and till vessels could be purchased, or 
constructed, to defend the harbour against the petty pirates ;— 
and that, to save expences, he had postponed appointing a Presi¬ 
dent at Surat, till he should receive orders from England, but 
had nominated Rustum to be broker for the United IVadc. 

On the trade to Persia, Sir Nicholas Waite reported, 
that on hearing of the death of Mr. Owen, the Agent, he had 
appointed Mr. Lock to be Chief at Ispahan, Mr. Lee to be Second, 
and Mr. Crowe to be Agent at Gombroon, and had dispatched 
the Josiah and the Abingdon to Surat, mth a cargo estimated at 
5^21,631, to purchase indigo and cloth ; and ordered the Abing¬ 
don, while this investment was preparing, to go to Mocha, with a 
stock of forty thousand rupees, for coflee and other goods, and 
thence return to fill up at Surat:—^lie farther reported, that he 
had appointed Mr. Wynch to proceed to Calicut, and Mr. Mild- 
may to Carwar, to provide an investment in pepper; and, 
notwithstanding Commodore Harland’s conduct, that he n ouhl 
supply that oflicer with money, on his letters of credit, and 
would take particular care not to intermix (as Sir John Gayer 
had done) these advances with his own private accounts, bu^ 
would not reimburse Sir John Gayer the money which he had 
advanced to the commander of the Queen's ships. 

Having given this insidious representation of the state of 
affairs at Bombay, Sir Nicholas Waite concluded his report to 
the Court of Managers, with stating, that he had estimated the 
Dead Stock of the London Company, at Bombay, at 1,334,154 
VOL. III. 4 D xeraphins 


CHAP Hi 



—Ills Picpoit 
on ih'* state 
ot iraile in 
I’lrsi.ijinil on 
llie Malabdi 
Coast. 


—hia Rcpoit 
on the inter¬ 
nal state of 
Bombay. 
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CHAP HI . xeraphins j—that it vpould promote the general interest, to 
1704 - 5 . declare Bombay a free port, for five or seven years ;—^that he 
had sent to Sir John Gayer, and the Council of the London 
Company at Surat, the balance of their Dead Stock, amounting 
to 67>177 rupees, due by the United Stock to the London Com¬ 
pany, on the 22d July 1702 ; and that, in future, a Factor, or 
two, and a few Writers, would be perfectly sufficient for the 
management of the United Trade at Surat, as Bombay must be 
made the centre of their power and trade. For this purpose, 
he recommended that the garrison should consist of two hundred 
European soldiers, and fifty gunners, formed into three compat> 
niesj and as only two of the London Company’s servants had 
accepted offices in the United Service, a supply of Factors must 
be sent, to become Chiefs at the subordinate Settlements ;—that 
though, as yet, reformation had keen partial, he had let the 
tobacco farm, for the year 1705, at 26,500 xeraphins, which 
was two thousand more than it bad yielded in the preceding 
year, and the arrack farm at five thousand xeraphins}—and that 
it was finally for the Court to declare, whether they would 
acquiesce in the exorbitant demand made by the Portuguese for 
customs, or whether, if possessed of sufficient force, it would 
be their pleasure that he should resist the payment of their 
demands. 

Tiie Dutch, While these mixed transactions were pressing equally on 
niVs^ra^t’lob- the funds and trade of the London, and of the English Com¬ 
et n. lease panics, and obstructing the establishment of the United 

from tlie Se- , i , -rk v 

kurity Buudi CompBuy s trade, the more vigorous measures of the Dutch 

produced 
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produced the effect of recovering from the Mogul the Security chap hi 
Bonds, which had been a subject, for so many years, of re- 1704-.^. 
monstrance, and of suffering, to Sir John Gayer and the London 
Company’s servants. It was not, however, expected, that the 
Bonds would be delivered up, till a bribe should be paid to the 
Governor of Surat, by the respective nations from whom they 
had been extorted; but the Dutch, instead of giving the 
bribe, retired from Surat to Swally, off which their ships 
were at anchor, and demanded a compensation of two millions 
of rupees, for the sums which had been extorted from their 
Agents, or to receive eight lacks of rupees, and be permitted 
to fix a Settlement at Roan,” near Surat, to be liable, in 
future, only to two and a half per cent, customs, and to have a 
Phirmaund for a free trade. The Governor of Surat offered to 
to pay eight lacks of rupees, and promised to procure the 
Fbirmaund; but the business remained in this state, at the 
close of the season, and the Dutch continued the blockade of 
the river, till their demands should be granted. 

Sir Nicliolas Waite (for Sir John Gayer still remained in The Queen * 
confinement) having no force to blockade the river, could only iTgiand. ' 
obtain a promise from the Governor to deliver up the Security 
Bonds, and to use his influence to obtain a new Riirmaund. 
Commodore Harland, finding that he could neither effect the 
deliverance of Sir John Gayer, nor act with Sir Nicholas 
Waite, in conformity to his instructions, sailed with the squa¬ 
dron for England, on the 29th January 1704-5, having, on 
4 D 2 account 
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CHAP HI. account of tlie sickly state of bis crews, been obbged to impress 
1704-5. sixty men from the Island of Bombay. 

In tliis state of affairs, the commercial transactions of the 
Company were necessarily obstructed; for there is no account 
given of the investments, except that the ship Katherine had 
been dispatched from Surat to China, in the early part of the 
season, with a cargo estimated at two lacks of rupees.^*) 

Agent T.oLk’» It has already been noticed, that Sir Nicholas Waite, on his 
tnde iri’ci- arrival at Bombay, on hearing of the death of Mr. Owen, had 
appointed Mr. Lock to be Chief Agent for the Umted Trade, in 
Persia :—Mr. Lock, on his arrival, formed a Council from the 
London Company’s servants. His report, in substance, was, 
that the customs of Gombroon were five years in arrear;—^that 
this circumstance arose from the Persians having observed the 
Mogul Governors obstructing the English trade, and the 
Muscat Arabs making prizes of some of their ships;—and 
concluded, that till some strong measure could be adopted to 
prevent those evils, the English character, in point of power 
and resources, must decline;—^should hostilities be resolved 
on, they ought to be preceded by a letter from the Queen, to the 

King 


(1)—LeltPr fioin Sir John G,ijer and Council, at Surat, to the Court of Managers and to 
tl c Court of llie I.ondon Company, 2()th May, ISth October, 30th November 1/04,and 24th 
January 1704-5 —— Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council nt Surat, and subsequently 
at Bombay, to the Court of Managers, and the Court of the English Company, ISth April, 
31st M.iy, 23J June, 28lh July, 30tli November, 30th December 1704, 25th January, ist 
and 24th February, 5th and iCtli March 1704 5, 29th and 31st March, and 5th April 1705. 
—— Letters from Mi. Burnision, Deputy Governor of Bombay, and Commodore Harland, to 
the Governor of Surat, 2Jd June 1/04. 
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King- of Persia, requiring the observation of the Company’s 
privileges, and protection to the trade of her subjects :—this 1704-5. 
measure was the more urgent, from the advantages which the 
Dutch had lately obtained in the Persian trade; for since the 
existence of the competition, between the London and English 
Companies, the Dutcl) Factory had not only been enlarged, and 
rendered nearly as strong as a fortification, but the English 
Factory had become okl, and needed repairs, and, by its ap¬ 
pearance, could not but impress the Persian Government, 
and merchants, with the opinion, that the English did not intend 
to revive, or to encrease their commerce, either at Ispahan, or at 
the Persian ports. In the expectation of instructions, the Agent 
had opened the books of the United Trade, into which all 
transactions should be carried, subsequently to the 22d July 
1702.(»> 

In the contrast between the various events which had occurred frcsidint 

Put f rfpoii 

at Surat, from the intemperate ambition and destructive pro- ““ 
jects of Sir Nicholas Waite, and the regular and elfectual 
measures for promoting the trade of the United Stock, and the 
separate interests, on the Coromandel Coast, may he discovered, 
not only the necessity of the Union, hut the advantages derived 
from the aide and decided conduct of President Pitt. 

The report of President Pitt, on the tiade of the 
Coromandel* Coast, opened with reprobating, m the strongest 
language, the conduct of Sir Nicholas Waite, and then pro¬ 
ceeded 

( 1 )—Letter from the Agent and Council in Pewia to the Court of Managers^ 30lh 
Apiil J703. 
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CHAP 111 , ceeded to state, that Fort St. George and Fort St. David h^d 
1704-5. been menaced, by requisitions of presents, backed by appear¬ 
ances, in the field, of numerous Native forces; and that a large 
supply of soldiers was particularly required at Fort St. David,' 
because the walls having been extended round Cuddalore, an 
efficient garrison was necessary to protect the Native merchants 
resorting to the place:—^presents, also, to a certain amount, 
must be given to the officers, in the vicinity of the different 
stations, on their accession to office, particularly at Vizaga- 
patam, where a bribe had been paid to the new Nabob, of 3,790 
rupees. 

The trade, notwithstanding the loss of the Company's ship 
Neptune, in June 1704, off Cape Comorin, (from the wreck of 
which the Natives had carried off thirty chests of treasure) had, 
on the whole, improved, by the removal of competition, which 
had lowered the price of goods, above twelve per centone 
contract had been made at Fort St. George, for cloth, to the 
extent of a lack of pagodas, and another at Fort St. David, 
to nearly the same amount; and, it was hoped, that the in¬ 
vestment would, this year, both in reduced prices, and in 
quality of goods, yield a large profit in England. The Pre- 
hident concluded this report with stating, that the revenues were 
increasing in proportion, as the beetle farm had been let for 
fi\c years, for seven thousand pagodas per annum, and the 
arrack farm at three thousand six hundred:—there was, also, 
every prospect of profitable exchanges, between the Coast and 
Pulo Condore, so favtmibly situated for the trade with China, and. 
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in time of peace, for that with Manilla:—^at Fort St. David, also, iit 
the revenue had increased, though the vicinity of Pondicherry 1704-6. 
to Fort St. David and Fort St. George, and its receiving re¬ 
inforcements by almost every ship, required, particularly during 
war, (lest the French should attempt the siege of cither of the 
English stations) that the garrisons of those Forts should be 
augmented, and have officers qualified to command them. 

The opinion which President Pitt had formed, in the pre- — ins opi- 

nioii on tlic> 

ceding year, of the inexpediency of rendering Bencoulen inde- eflittoi ren- 

dei mg Ben- 

pendent of Fort St. George, was justified, by the events which cooieu inde¬ 
pendent of 

occurred at that Settlement, in this season. Considering the i'<>n st 

George. 

Court’s letters as their authority, the Agents at Bencoolen had 
acted independently of the Fort, and refused to transmit copies of 
their general letters, to President Pitt, while they drew bills on Fort 
St. George, on account of the London Company, to the amount 
of 56,780 dollars :—these President Pitt returned, protested, as 
coming upon him without sufficient vouchers; and, at the same 
time, reprobated their conduct, for neglecting to complete their 
books, according to his own, and to the Court’s orders. The Agent 
and Council at Bencoolen, in answer, rested on their being an 
independent station, and tliat the bills in question were drawn on 
the United Stock, because it was indebted to the London 
Company, to the amount of seventy thousand dollars; but as 

tlieir 

( 1 )—Letters from Presidenf Pitt and Council at Fort St. George, and from Mr Roberts, 

Deputy Governor of Fort St. David, to the Court of Managers, and to the Court of the 
London Company, I5th September 1704, idth January, 8th, 14tb, and ISih February, 
and 6th March 1704-5. 
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c hap III I,Ills been piotcstcd, they informed the Court, that 

1704-5. they could only dispatch one ship, fully laden with pepper, to 
England. 

lu the address of the Agent and Council to the Court of 
Managers, they gave a favorable account of the Settlement, by 
stating, that the plantations of pepper were daily increasing, from 
the Rajahs having encouraged the cultivation, and that, in a 
few years, Bencoolcn would be able to export an indefinite 
quantity; hut this prospect could only be realized, provided a 
large stuck should be transmitted from England, as, from the 
lefusal of the Picsident of Fort St. George, to accept their bills, 
they would be compelled to sell the Company’s pepper to indi¬ 
viduals, to supply their immediate wants;—that such stock was 
the inoi c necessary, as, from the books (as far as they had been 
made up) it would appear, the United Stock stood Indebted to 
the London Company, in a sum considerably exceeding sixty 
thousand dollars, and this amount would probably be encreased, 
when the books should be finally balanced :—^York Fort, they 
added, would require additional works, and the garrison was 
weak, seven out of thirteen soldiers sent this season, from 
England, having died on the passage, which hud obliged them 
to apply to the Council of Bengal, for a reinforcement. tO 

The 

(1)—T,ettcrs from Ibc President and Conned of Fort St. George to the Agent and 

Council at Bencoolcn, 27lh and JOih Mav, 'ioth June, and 3d August 1 /OI-letters from 

the Agent and Council at Bencoolcn to the President and Council of Fort St George, 24th 
August 1704.- l.etters from the Agent and Council at Bencoolen to the Court of Ma¬ 

nagers, and to the Court of the London Company, 33d October 1704, and isl February 
1704-5. 
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Tlie United Council in Bengal., in which the vacancies, 
occasioned by death, had been chiefly filled up by the servants of l7<^4-5. 

F.ivor,ibl( II - 

the London Company, whose experience qualified them for the pon of nic 

UiiiitiK’oan- 

service, acted, in this season, with moic unanimity and better n'. outlie 

United ind 

success, than could have been expected, from a coalition of Jitpu ite in- 
merchants, accustomed to opposition to each other. It is pro- Kyngai 
bable, that the exclusion of Mr. Beard and Sir Edward Littleton, 
from the Council, was the source of this concord; because, in all 
disputes between the servants of the two Companies, from the 
first establishment of the English Company in 1698, these Pre¬ 
sidents had been in the habit of official and personal resistance 
to each other’s measures ; and because the state of the English 
Company’s affairs at Hughly, and subordinate Factories, from 
having no Phirmaunds, or gi'ants, to protect their trade, in¬ 
duced their servants to avail themselves of the asylum to thicr 
persons and property, which Fort William aflbrrlcd, at a time 
when the Duan was employing every expedient to extort money 
from the Europeans, and, in particular, from the Agents of the 
English Company. 

The great object of the United Council was to obtain from 
the Duan, a Perwanna for free trade; that is, for enjoying the 
same privileges which the London Company had originally pur¬ 
chased :—by this expedient, it was hoped, the United Tr.idc might 
come into possession of the London Company’s grants;—a bribe, 
of fifteen thousand rupees, with this view, had been oflbred; but 
the Dutch, from jealousy, proposed to give thirty thousand rupees, 
which obliged the Council, on this occasion, to a.ssert their pri> jlcgc 
voE. III. 4 E of 
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of being duty free, and of paying only three thousand rupees, per 
1704 * 5 . annum, for the three towns, or districts, in the immediate vicinity 
of Fort WilKam, and to resettle the Factory at Patna, to meet 
the Court’s large order for saltpetre, which could be procured at 
easier rates, and with more certainty, at that station. 

The opposition between the two Companies having ceased, 
and the small vessels required by each, being no longer necessary, 
they had been sold, with the exception of three of the London 
Company’s ; and the United Company’s passes had been given to 
the country vessels, at the rate of one rupee per ton. 

The anticipation of convulsions, when the death of the 
Emperor should happen, occasioned much uneasiness to the 
Council, for though the fortifications were improved, and the 
garrison consisted of one hundred Europeans, the Fort, in the 
event of a civil war, would require to be strengthened by new 
works, and the garrison annually supplied with recruits, to 
defend the only retreat in which the Company’s servants, or pro¬ 
perty, could be in safety; there was, also, danger that the 
Duan, when he could not extort sums from the revenues of tlic 
place, which were increasing by the influx of inhabitants, would 
attempt to seize on the three towns, or districts, under the pro¬ 
tection of the garrison, but the Council were determined not to 
yield without a struggle. 

The United Council intimated to the Court of Managers, that 
the quantity of English cloths, required for the Bengal Market, 
must not, in future, exceed the annual value of ^6000 ; and that 
the other articles, which hud usually made up the assortments 

for 
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for the Bengal shipping, must he discontinued, till the quantity chap hi . 
brought by both Companies, and the Dutch, should be ex- 1704-.'5. 
hausted, and a new demand for them created, otherwise they 
would not sell at prices that would yield a profit. 

The Scipio was, this season, dispatched for England, with 
an investment estimated at 188,600 rupees, on the separate 
account of the English Company. The Court’s orders, for 
making up the separate accounts, to the 22d July 1702, having 
been complied with, by the respective Presidents, the London 
Company’s demands on the United Stock amounted to 53,200 
rupees, and the English Company’s to 41,000 rupees, which 
sums had been, respectively, paid to Uiem, on account of the 
Dead Stock of the United Company. 

The report of the English Company’s Agents j^now become 
tJiosc of the United Company) on the practicability of the trade 

^ " IJanjir M«- 

at Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, is more favorable, in this, than ^nd Puio- 

Condore. 

it had been in the preceding season:—^it stated, that the same 
caution required in the former year, in attempting to build a Fort, 
was not necessary in this, from the King having granted per¬ 
mission to erect a foitification for their protection, and that they 
were proceeding, with all possible activity, in strengthening the 
works:—the situation was not only healthy, but the Chinese, 
and other country merchants, had intimated their intentions, of 

4 E 2 resorting 

( 1 )—Letters from the United Council at Calcutta to the Court of Man igers of the 

United Company, 10th January, 5lh, 12lb, and I Jlh February iyo-J-5- Letters from the 

Presidents and Councils of the London and English Companies in Bengal to their respective 
Courts of Committees and Directors, 22d and 2&'ih December 1/04, and 3d February 1704-5. 
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CHAP Ji r. resorting to it, as soon as it should be rendered sufficiently strong 
1704-5. to protect their persons and goods :—when tliis should be effect¬ 
ed, the prospects were great, as the place was healthy, and the 
soil promising large pepper crops, unless (as had happened 
in this season) the j)roduce should be injured by excessive rains: 
—that the country, also, aff>rded sugar-canes in abundance, 
which, on trial, pioduced good sugar; and that arrack 
could be had for the use of the ships. As an instruction, it 
would be expedient, that the ships, intended for Borneo, should- 
come through the Straits of Bally, to shorten the j)assage, or, if 
the other course should be persevered in, that the exportation 
should be stopped for a year, till the produce of a whole crop of 
pepper could be iii store. 

President Catchpoole, this season, made a favorable report 
on the state of the Island of Pulo Condore, and requested a 
supply of young men, as Writers, with instructions to acquire the 
knowledge of the Chinese language;—and added, that the Island 
would soon become a station for the China trade, from which the 
ships could be dispatched to the different put ts in that Empire, to 
dispose of Europe goods, and to purchase Chinese articles;— 
that, from his expeiience, it had been found impracticable to 
form Factories at Chusan or Amoy, from the duplicity and 
extortions of the Hoppo and Mandarines; and that China 
produce could be had at Pulo Condore, from the junks, at 
as cheap a latc as it could be purchased at the ports of China; 
and, therefore, he was willing to remain in the management 

of 
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of this station, till the pleasure of the Court should be signified chap hi . 
to him. (*> 1704 - 5 . 

Though the Island of St. Helena had been transferred, by Report of 

. . the United 

the London Company, to the United Trade, and the adininistration interests dt 

St Helena. 

of it vested in the same persons, the Governor and Council stated 
to the Court, this season, that the books and accounts of the 
London Company had been balanced, to the 22d July 1702, but 
that considerable difficulty had arisen in the arrangement of the 
subsequent accounts; that is, in adjusting the amount of the 
expences, and whether they ought to be carried to the separate 
account of the London, or of the United Company. 


(1) —Letters from the Agent and Council in Borneo to the Court of Managers, iGiR 
May, 30th September 1704, 1st and 13tb February 1704-5,-—— Letter from President 
Catchpoole, at Pulo Condorc, to the Court of Managers (without date) 1704-5. 

(2) —Letter from the Governor and Council of the Island of St. Helena to the Court of 
Managers, asth July 1704. 
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1705 - 6 . 


iiiArjii Ip the instructions of the Court of Managers, and the 
IfOS-h*. orders from the Court of Committees of the London Company 
noni oi lii^e h) their servants, constituted all the information which has been 
Mmilglis to preserved, respecting the domestic situation of Indian affairs, it 
Sui'at’ILn-'* Mould be iiecessary, only, to state the measures they recommended 
the gejinraie for perfecting the Union; but when the separate instructions of 
<>( the Kn- the Court of Directors of the English Company are compared with 
piny to Sir them, wc discover, that the Union had not extinguished either 
Wane opposition to their former rival, or rendered them more sensible 
to their public duty; in examining, therefore, a body of evi¬ 
dence of this desciiption, we must refer to the character of the 
iuclMduals who managed their separate interests. 

In the instructions of the Court of Managers, and of the 
Court of Committees of the London Company, we discover 


orders, dictated by experience in a regulated trade, and by the 
liberality of Merchants; but, in the separate instructions of the 
Directors of the English Company, to Bombay and Subat, we 
tind the duplicity of Piivatc Traders, and Interlopers (classes of 
men from whom they had been originally selected} issuing orders, 
contrary to the principles of the Union, and allowing Sir 
Nicholas Waite to continue his oppressions of Sir John Gayer : 
—M e must conclude, from such facts, that necessity, alone, had 

compelled 
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compelled the Directors of the English Company to agree to cha p hi . 
the Union, without altering either their original principles or 1705-6. 
character. 

The Court of Managers, though composed of an equal 
number of members selected from the London and English 
Companies, in ail their proceedings, and in all the appointments 
which they made for the foreign Presidencies and Factories, w ere 
guided by a sense of duty, arising out of the Union, and it is 
evident, that the experienced servants of the London Company 
had the preponderance;—hence the Committees, who framed 
instructions for Surat and Bombay, sent orders to make up the 
separate account of the Dead and Quick Stock, in connexionwith 
the servants of the English Company, who had a similar duty 
publicly enjoined to them, respecting their scpanite stock. 

Though the Directors of the English Company acquiesced in the 
business being conducted upon these fair and liberal piinciplcs-, 
that the whole might be brought to adjustment, before the ex¬ 
piration of the prescribed seven years, they deviated from them, 
in this season, by sending counter-orders, in a secret, and, 
therefore, suspicious manner. 

The Courts of Managers, and of the London Company, A new Coun¬ 
cil .ippoiiitrd 

deeply regretted the long and continued imprisonment of Sir «»r 
John Gayer, and expressed the most marked disapprobation g uer.ii mie- 
of the artifice which had been employed to detain him, and his oi^iunthere- 

* ^ 11 i.L of Sir 

Council, in confinement, in contradiction to the express onleis JoimOayei. 
which Sir Nicholas Waite and his Council had received; and, 
therefore, without entering into an examination of his conduct, 

in 
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assuming the office of General, while Sir John Gayer was 
1705-6 in confinement, they made the following arrangement, as neces¬ 
sary for a more temperate administration of their affairs:—Mr. 
Brabourne, the Chief at Anjengo, was appointed Second in 
Council at Bombay, under particular orders, from the London 
Company, to examine the inventory which Sir Nicholas Waite 
had given of their Dead Stock, several articles appearing in it, 
which ought not to have been carried to that head ; and also to 
concert w'ith Sir John Gayer and his Council, respecting the 
speediest method of liberating them from confinement, and 
winding up the separate interests of the London Company- 
Mr. Aislabie to be Third in Council; Mr. Goodshaw, Fourth ; 
Mr. Reynolds, Fifth; Mr. Crowe, Sixth; and Mr. Mildmay, 
Seventh. These nominations gave a balance in the Council, 
in favour of the London Company’s servants, and, from their 
experience, it was hoped, they would check the intemperate 
proceedings of Sir Nicholas Waite ; and that this balance might 
continue, they appointed Mr. Penninge, the Chief at Cali'cut, 
to succeed Mr. Brabourne, as Second in Council at Bombay, in 
the event, either of his death or removal. They next re-appoint- 
cd the Council for the United Trade, at Surat, to consist of the 
same persons whom they had nominated, on the Union taking 
place, and issued the most positive orders to Sir Nicholas 
Waite, to use every effort in his power to obtain the release of 
Sir John Gayer and his Council, that he might, on his arrival 
at Bombay,'re-assume the administration of the United Com¬ 
pany’s affairs. 


When 
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Wlien these instructions of the Court of Managers, and 3^ 

of the Committees of the London Company, for their particular 17^5 "6. 

Separdle jiid 

interests, are compared with the separate orders sent to secret order* 

oftheEngliiili 

Sir Nicholas Waite, by the Court of Directors of the Eniflish Company to 

Sir Ni(,bol.w 

Company, the preceding strictures on their conduct will Waitc, 
be found fully justified:—they approved of the whole of his 
ti'ansactions with the Governor of Surat, as calculated to 
prevent their separate interests being embroiled in the 
“ Security Bonds, and in any demands which could be made on 
“ the TiOndon Company —^they approved of his having assumed 
the Government of Bombay, as General, and, in this capacity, 
not having appointed a President at Surat, and only slightly 
regretted, that differences should continue to subsist between the 
London and English Companies* servants ; —cleaving, by these 
private orders, Sir John Gayer and his Council to continue 
in confinement, the London Company’s estate to be at the 
mercy of the Governor of Surat, and their servants exposed to 
all the extortions which might proceed from the orders of the 
Mogul; that is, they allowed Sir Nicholas Waite to continue in 
the office of General, and Sir John Gayer to remain in bondage, 
and aggravated these harsh measures with a separate order, that 
the claims of the London Company’s servants for salaries, during 
their confinement, should be rejected, because such salaries 
could not be carried to the United Stock; though, in the Deed 
of Union, all salaries were to be paid from it, subsequently to 
the 22d July 1702. It is remarkable, on this subject, that the 
Directors, who issued these separate orders, were Members of 
VOL. III. 4 F the 
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CHAP III. tiie Court of Managers, and consented to the nominations 
1705 - 6 *. nhich have been specified, but in their secret orders, they 
desired Sir Nicholas Waite to be careful, that the number of 
the English Company’s servants should be equal to those of 
the London Company, in the United Service :—^it is not less re¬ 
markable, that the principles of these Directors were secretly the 
same with those of Sir Nicholas Waite, for they encouraged 
him to continue himself in power, by every practicable artifice, 
and to preserve to the English Company a decided superiority in 
the United Council ; while the very same men, as will imme¬ 
diately appear in their separate instructions to the Coast, neither 
ventured to approve of Sir Nicholas Waite’s conduct, nor to risk 
such insidious orders to the United Company’s servants; an 
honorable proof of the impression which the high and manly 
character of President Pitt had produced, who would have spumed 
at the least attempt, in the English Company, either to act on 
selfish principles, or on principles incompatible with the Union. 
Amount of It could not have been expected, that the arrivals of the 

*ed Ihii *ea- United Company’s ships would have been so numerous, as, 
in fact, they were in this season, viz. the Regard, from Surat; 
the Tavistock, Duchess, Sydney, and Scipio, from Coast and 
Bay; the Kent, from China; and the Anna, from Bencoolen; 
with the London Company’s ship Marlborough, from Surat; 
and the English Company’s ships. Chambers, from Fort St. 
George, and the Samuel and Anna, from Bengal.(‘) 

The 

(f)—lAlteri from the Court of the London Companj to Sir John Gayer and Council 

at 
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The Court of Managers having the most satisfactory chap hi. 
evidence of President Pitt’s conduct at Fort St. George, in 1/05-8. 
carrying their orders, respecting the Union, into effect, con- Pm's i;e.ierai 

firmed his authority ; the Committees of the London Com- auihoniy'^^'* 

, ,, , confirmed. 

pany did the same, and gave him, not only at Madras, but 
in Bengal, a control over their separate interests; and what was 
highly honourable to him, the Directors of the English Com¬ 
pany applied to him, as the only person who could rescue their 
interests on the Coromandel Coast, from the embarrassments 
in which they had been left, by Consul Pitt and Mr. Tillard. 

To this general approbation we have, therefore, this season, 
to add the separate instructions, first of the London, and next 
of the English Company :—The Committees of the London 
Company approved of the manner in which President Pitt had 
wound up the remains of their estate in India, and desired, that 
after payment of their separate debts, the surplus might be 
invested in the finest Coast and Bay goods. As there still re¬ 
mained a debt in China, due to them by Anqua, the Chinese 
merchant, amounting //,45/ tales, by the accounts of Mr. 

Roberts and Mr. Dolben, the Supercargoes, President Pitt was 
directed to use every effort for the recovery of this sum, which, 
if effected, it was expected (with the seventeen thousand pagodas 
which had been paid, out of the thirty-five thousand due by the 
Native merchants on the Coast, and the payment by the United 
4 F 2 Stock 

at Snrat, 8th March 1705-6.—— Letter from the Court of the London Company to Com¬ 
modore Brabourne at Anjengo, 21st March 1705-6.— Letter from the Court of the 
English Company to Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Bombay, lath March 1705-6. 
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C HAP. III . Stock to the London Company, of a debt in Bengal, amount' 
1705 - 6 . ii)g to 53,215 rupees,) would enable him to clear off all claims 
on the London Company. Their separate interests in Bengal, 
they also ordered, should be under his management, as that 
Presidency, (so far as regarded them,) remained subordinate 
to the President and Council of Fort St. George, and no 
President, for the separate aflairs of the London Company, was 
to be appointed after Mr. Beard:—^that their debts might be 
more effectually and speedily liquidated in Bengal, they sent 
5^12,000, ill bullion, to be coined into rupees, at the Fort^ 
and transmitted to Bengal to clear off all demands:—as 
their separate interests, also, continued unsettled at Bencoolen-, 
they explained, that though the Court of Managers had, for 
the promotion of trade, made it an independent station, the 
Committees of the London Company never intended, or had 
made it independent of the Fort, therefore, (as far as regarded 
their separate affairs,) they disapproved of the conduct of 
their Agents at that station, for having acted upon this 
principle, and empowered President Pitt to send persons, to 
examine, and report on their accounts, and prohibited him 
from accepting any bills drawn from thence, on account of 
the London Company. 

The Directors of the English Company, on their separate 
account, ordered Mr. Raworth, who had been one of their Council 
at Masulipatam, and who had succeeded to the management of 
their interests, on the resignation of Mr. Tillard, to make up 

a 
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a particular account of all transactions at Masulipatain, during c hap h i 
the administration of Consul Pitt and Mr. Tillard, that 1705-(> 
they might discover the extent of their misconduct, and the 
reasons of their having paid bills, to a large amount, to the 
Native merchants :—on these subjects they blamed President Pitt 
and hif. Council, for having alloured the demands of those 
Native nurchants to be paid, with interest, without having 
picviously ascertained the frauds which had been committed 
by them, in making up their accounts, and for having 
allowed Mr. Tillard to draw on the Court for the amount, at 
the rate of ten shillings and six-pence, instead of the current 
rate of nine shillings, the pagoda ; which fraudulent bills they 
had been obliged to return protested, as well as those dra>vn 
on account of the estate of the late Consul Pitt. By a separate 
order, they directed Mr. Faunce and Mr. Baker, two of their 
servants, who had been left in charge of their affairs at Masu- 
jipatam, to deliver up to Mr. Raworth all their remaining 
goods and effects, who was authorized to dispose of them, on 
the English Company’s account.^) 

In a separate instruction to the Agent and Council at Separate^ o.. 
Bbncoolen, it was explained, in conformity to the preceding Agents at 

BtncooleD, 

instructions sent to President Pitt, that it never had been the 
intention of the Court of Committees to render that station 

independent 

(l)—Letter from the Court of the London Company to the President and Council of 
Fort St George, 12th February 1705-6, and separate Leitcr to President Pitt of the same 

^ate- Letters from the Court of the English Company to the President of Fort St 

George, and their servants on the Coromandel Coast, 2d March 1705-6. 
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CHAP III. iodepeiidcnt of Fort St. George, as far as related to their sepa- 

1705 - 6 . rate affairs, and that their conduct, in having, under this 
misapprehension, neglected to make up the separate accounts 
of the London Company, to the period of the Union, would 
not be a recommendation to the Court of Managers, to vest 
them with such authority; meantime, they ordered, that the 
accounts should be settled, as speedily as possible, and the 
surplus invested in pepper, and sent to England, on the United 
Company’s ships.C^ 

General and The Orders of the Court of Managers, this season, to 

separate in- 

thcu"'t*d*° Bengal, all go to one point, that of ascertaining the 

Council m relative ranks of the servants of the London and English 

Bengal. ° 

Companies, constituting the Council:—those of the London 
Company were to hold the Fust, Third, Fifth, and Seventh places; 
and those of the English Company, the Second, Fourth, Sixth, 
and Eighth places; and, in case of a vacancy, these stations were 
to be filled by Mr. Master, Mr. King, Mr. Adams, and Mr. 
Darell:—the chair to be taken, weekly, by the two senior Mem¬ 
bers, alternately:—the Council, thus constituted, were to 
dispose of the separate goods of the two Companies, which 
might remain unsold, to complete the winding up of the Sepa¬ 
rate Interests, that the whole of the trade might, in future, 
proceed on the United Stock, and money was to be remitted 
from the Fort, to facilitate this measure:—farther, they were 
to use their best endeavours, to render the United Company’s 

“ dusticks,” 

(1)—Letter from the Court of the Londoo Company to the Agent and Council at 
Bencoolen, ‘jtb April lyod. 
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“ dusticks/^ or passes, as efficient in Bengal, as those of the 
London Company formerly had been; because this would do 1705-6. 
more to conciliate the inhabitants of Calcutta, and the adjacent 
towns, to the administration of the United Council, than keep¬ 
ing up the distinction between the London Company*s passes, and 
the precarious grants to the English Company. 

The separate instructions, regarding the London Company’s 
afiairs, repeated the order for their being under the control of 
President Pitt, at Fort St. George, or such persons as he might 
vest with this authority; and conveyed a disapprobation of the 
conduct of Mr. Beard, for not having more fully ascertained 
the debts owing by the London Company, particularly the 
amount of the bills drawn on them, by the Armenian Merchants; 
for not having recovered the debts due to them at Cossimbuzar; 
and, in general, for not having sent home their books, and a 
full statement of their affairs, while those of the English 
Company had been, for some months, in the hands of their 
Directors. 

The separate instructions, regarding the English Company, 
approved of their servants having withdrawn the subordinate 
Factories, and ordered, that the debts due by Sir Edward Lit¬ 
tleton, should be recovered from him, in India, as he had little, 
if any property, in England;—on the same principle, they were 
blamed for not having recovered the debts due by the late Mr. 

Landcn, Chief of Borneo, who, at his death, was found to 
have no property in England. Any surplus which might remain, 

after 
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CHAP. III. after defraying all charges, was directed to be invested in fine 

1705-6. Bengal muslins, particularly doreeas. 

Separate or- The Court of Managers, in the preceding season, having 

ders of the 

English relinquished the China trade, as impracticable, and having 

Compuiy to 

ii.cAfieiiiiiii ordered the Settlement on Pulo Conoobe to be evacuated, and 

Boimo 

the garrison and stores to be transferred to Banjar-Massin, 
which was to be fortified, and held as a poi t and station for the 
pepper trade, under the administration of President Catchpoole 
and his Council, did not, in this season, take up shipping fur that 
quarter. Tlie Court of the English Company, however, at this 
time, required an exact account to be transmitted, of all expences 
and disbursements, incurred or made at Banjar-Massin, since the 
22d July 1702> and that whatever surplus might remain of their 
stock, should be invested in pepper, and sent home on the 
United Company’s ships:—fhey complained, also, that the 
pepper which they had received, was not only of bad quality, but 
that the delay, in dispatching the ships, had occasioned a heavy 
loss in deinorage, and added, that having been informed Sit 
Edward Littleton had been engaged in the illicit trade of sending 
Bengal goods, on his own account, in country ships, to Borneo, 
such goods should be seized, and the value of them carried to 
the English Company’s account.<*> 

To 

(1)—Letter trom the Court of the London Comp.iny to the Preiident and Council of 

Fort St George, and to the United Council in Bengal, 12th February 1705-6.-Letter 

from the Court of the EngUsh Company to the United Council in Bengal, 2lgt Februaiy 
1705-6. 

(a)—Letter from the Court of the English Company to the President and Council at 
Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, 9th March 1705-6. 
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To bring the foreign transactions of this season into view, CHA r^i r 
we have, as far as regards Bombay and Surat, first to trace 1705-6. 
the political events which affected the Native Powers, and threatened 
consequently the trade of the United Company; next, the gui IndJi^h- 

^ ^ . -Ill armies, 

measures of the other European Companies, particularly the and the poit 

Dutch; and, lastly, the line of conduct which Sir Nicholas blockaded by 

.... the Dutch. 

Waite observed, and its influence on the situation in which Sir 
John Gayer, and the London Company’s servants and separate 
interests, were placed. 

From Sir Nicholas Waite’s letters, as well as from the 
information given by Sir John Gayer, it appears, that the Go¬ 
vernor of Surat was equally indisposed against all the European 
Companies;—^that he had proceeded with a considerable force, 
against the Portuguese Settlement at Daman, in order to obtain 
compensation for two Surat ships, which had been taken between 
Surat and Carwar, by order of the Viceroy of Goa;—that he 
had demanded thirty thousand rupees of the Portuguese, as a 
compensation, while they had required of him treble that sum, to 
make up the losses their trade had sustained, by the depredations 
of the Mogul soldiery:—If the Governor of Surat had been suc¬ 
cessful against Daman, and had not been obliged to return, 
when the Dutch fleet appeared off Swally, the Island of 
Bombay (described as having only forty European soldiers for 
its defence) would have been exposed to invasion, and Sir 
VOL. HI. 4 G Nicholas 
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CHAP. Iir . Nicholas Waite to a similar imprisonment with Sir John 
1705 - 6 , Gayer. 

It appears, next, from the same authorities; that six 
Dutch ships had arrived oflF Surat, and blockaded tlie port, on 
which the Governor ordered the Members of the English 
Council to be confined within the city, and suppJic» of provisions 
and water withheld from the shipping; the port, therefore, 
during this period, was more than ever shut against trade, and 
the Governor continued to refuse to clear the Company’s goods 
at the Custom-house:—As the Dutch could not obtain, either 
freedom of trade, or security to their Factors, they made prizes 
of Mogul ships, (on abandoning the blockade, on the 30th 
March 1705,) to the value of two millions of rupees. 

From the same authorities it appears, in the third place, 
that the Mogul’s array, in December 1705, was within three 
days’ march of the Coast, opposite the Island of Bombay, and 
that Sir Nicholas Waite was in such an alarm for the safety 
of the Company’s property, that he landed the money and 
goods, brought by the Josiah from Persia, and lodged them in 
the castle;—that the country, in the vicinity of Surat, was 
in equal alarm, the villages having been plundered by the 
Mahrattas, who, with an immense force, had defeated the 
Mogul’s army, near Ahmedabad, and subsequently, in April 
I7O6, invested the City of Surat, for nine days, which had been 
preserved, only, by the Governor throwing up entrenchments 
round it, and the enemy not having cannon, and but a small pro¬ 
portion of fire-arms;—and that, in their retreat, the Mahrattas 

levied 
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levied contributioos on Broach, and plundered aiid burned mbst m . 

of the towns and villages, situated between it and Surat. lJ^05-6. 

These convulsions, instead of subsiding, continued during 
the whole season, the Mogul’s state of health being reported to 
be very weak, and his death daily expected. 

Under these circumstances, we have to follow Sir Nicholas The msidiout 

procedingt of 

Waite, pursuing the same measures which had marked his Sir Nichoiaii 
/ ” ; , Waite dis- 

conduct in the preceding year:—^While he was President at Surat, covered bjr 

Rustum, the 

Rustum, whom, from his first arrival, he had employed as EnghshCom- 

pany's Bio- 

broker, continued, from interested motives, attached to his 
views; hut after he assumed the office of General at Bombay, 
this cautious Native, discovering that his object was to make 
that Island the centre of trade, explained to Mr. Bonnel 
and Mr. Proby, the English Company’s servants at Surat, that 
Sir Nicholas Waite had promised to givd* him fifty thousand 
rupees, to use his influence with the Governor, to keep Sir John 
Gayer confined, which sum was to be paid to him, individually, 
by advances on the prices of the Company’s goods, to that 
amount. When Sir Nicholas Waite was informed of this 
conduct of Rustum, he dismissed him from the English Company’s 
employment, notwithstanding the United Trade was then indebted 
to him 140,000 rupees, and the separate Companies 550,000 
rupees; and if the Surat Council bad not prevailed on the 
merchants to take their bills, the whole property of the English 
would have been seized. 

This state of affairs, between Sir Nicholas Waite and Mr. Ihe^councii*^ 
Proby, could not but produce animosities:—the former began with s!r*N*c^oL 
4 G 2 protesting sures. 



596 


ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


CHAP III , protesting against the conduct of the latter, and of Mr. Bonnel, 

1705-6. and they retaliated, by declaring, in their letters to the Court, 
that it was impracticable to procure regular investments, under 
the contradictory orders which Sir Nicholas Waite sent to them, 
and, in fact, it was impossible to execute them; and, therefore, 
unless Rustum should be restored, they neither could be respon¬ 
sible for the Company's property, nor their own liberty. 

Under such an administration, it may be easily supposed, 
that neither the stock of the United Company could be safe, nor 
their investments forwarded; and farther, to second their appli¬ 
cation in favor of Rustum, Mr. Proby and Mr. Bonnel accused 
Sir Nicholas Waite of procuring goods, at cheaper rates for 
himself, than for the Company, and of having purchased one 
hundred and forty-four bales of indigo, on his private account, 
contrary to the positive orders of the Court. 

Sir John Gayer, and the London Company’s Council, du¬ 
ring these transactions, continued in confinement, and the trade 
to Persia, over which he had, for so many years, had the con¬ 
trol, was at a stand, from the death of Mr. Prescott, who had 
brought the Queen’s letter, and the presents to the King. 

—Hii report While affairs at Surat were in this embarrassed state. Sir 

on the de¬ 
fenceless state Nicholas Waite described Bombay to be protected by a very 

of Bombay, at J V J J 

this crisis. weak garrison, eight recruits, only, having arrived in the ships 
of the season, and that the three Gentoo companies had been 
disbanded, for neglect of duty, and disobedience of orders;— 
that he had discharged the Subahdars, and incorporated the men 
into other companies, and, therefore, requested that a reinforce¬ 
ment 
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ment of two hundred European soldiers for the garrison, with ctM P ni . 
a double number of officers, should be sent from England; 1/05-6>. 
—his resources, also, were equally deficient, for the Mogul 
had refused to allow a mint to be established, which had 
obliged him to form one in Bombay Castle, to prevent the stop¬ 
page of the circulating coin ; and, at the close of the season, that 
the trade at Surat was so completely at a stand, that he had been 
obliged to order two of the Company’s ships to blockade tlie 
port, to prevent any of the country vessels putting to sea, till 
the Governor should allow the goods to be laden, and also to 
detain all country vessels having English passes, and take out 
the English seamen found on board of them. 

The dependencies on Bombay appear to have been equally 
neglected, for Mr. Brabourne, the Chief at Anjengo, not 
having received, either instructions from Sir Nicholas Waite, 
or stock for an investment, had delivered over the Fort to the 
next in Council, and proceeded to Madras, while the trade 
with the lower Malabar Coast was, at this early period, harrassed 
by Conagee Angria, described to be “ a Sevagee,” or Mahratta 
pirate. 

The only vessels which were stated to have been dispatched Amount of 

the invest- 

for England, this season, were the Mary, and the Katherine, with ments irom 

Bombay and 

investments estimated at 548,200 rupees ; and even these could Surat, 
not have been laden, or dispatched, had not the Surat Council 
acted without obeying the orders of Sir Nicholas Waitc.(‘> 

The 

(l)«>Letten from Sir John Gayer and Council at Surat to the Court of Managers and 

Committeee 
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CHAP III. The description given in the communications from Persia., 
1705 - 6 . in this season, of the decline of the trade at Ispahan and 
Agent iVes- Goinbroon, and of the arrears of customs due at the latter 
f 1.1,'and de- placc, HOW amouiitiiig to 5,981 tomands, appears to have 

«line o{ the .. . r It/r 

ingiish trade been anticipated by the Court, in their appointment of Mr. 
in that king- Prescott to bc Chief, and in the adoption of the expedients of 
a letter from the Queen to the King of Persia, and a suitable 
present, to conciliate his favour:—the appointment of Mr. 
Prescott atibrds evidence, that the Court were dissatisfied with 
the selection which had been made by Sir Nicholas Waite, 
though they continued Mr. Owen to be Chief at Gombroon :— 
Mr. Prescott’s death, at “ Assecn,” in Persia, on the 1st of No¬ 
vember 1705 , (three months only after his arrival,) again placed 
the Persian trade of the United Company, under the same persons 
whom Sir Nicholas Waite had appointed for the management 
of it. From the reports which these Agents made, this season, 
on the state of the trade, and the arrears of customs, it appears, 
that the oppressions of the English by the Mogul officers, at 
Surat, had lowered the opinion of the English power and re¬ 
sources, in the estimation of the Persian Court and officers: 
—the event of the taking of Ormus, which had first raised 
it, was forgotten, because that naval force, with which the 

, English 

Committees of the London Company, 22d January, 2d February, 31st March, 1705-6, and 13th 

April 1706-Letters from Messrs Proby and Bonnel at Surat to the Court of Managers, 

12th December 1705, and 15ih January 1705-6—— Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite and 
Council at Bombay to the Court of Managers and Directors of the English Company, l6th 
August, 14th and 27th November, 4th, 7th and 26th December 1705, ISth and 31st 
January 1705-6, and ISth April 1706. 
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English had protected the Persian pilgrims going to Mecca, had ciiA? iir 
been withdrawn, and the ships, conveying them, taken by the 1705-(5. 
Arab pirates ; and because, though the presents had arrived for 
the King of Persia, the splendor and show, which ought to have 
accompanied them, was wanting; and, even had Mr. Prescott lived, 
it would have been better to have presented them, “ through 
“ an honorable Agent, than a poor Ambassadormore pai ti« 
cularly, when tlic late vigorous measures of the Dutch, at 
Surat, were known in Persia, and lui opinion entertained, that 
their naval force, should it be directed against the Arab piiates, 
would be sufficient to crush them. Large, however, as the 
ai rears of the Gombroon customs were, theie remained only two 
expedients for the recovery, either of the proportion which 
belonged to the London Company, or of that which, by the Deed 
of Union, was transferred to the United Company, the em¬ 
ployment of force, or giving large presents to the Persian officers, 
as an encouragement for tlieir liquidation the first, the Agent 
recommended as the most efficient method; the second, he re¬ 
presented as exceeding both Ins authority, and bis means, to give. 

It remained, therefore, to Agent Lock, to try by negotiation, 
whether he could obtain a Rogom, or an order from the King, 
for the recovery of them. 

This description of the state of the English affairs, in Pcrsi.i, 
is accompanied with an account of the Dead Stock at Gombroon, 

Ispahan, and in Caramania, amounting to 121,371 shahees, uitli a 
recommendation to the Court to give authority for the cmjiloyincnl 
of “ Auga Doud,” the old broker, whose interest at the Persi.in 

Court 
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CHAP, lir . Court was so great, that he was better qualified, than any other 
1705-6. person, to obtain aRogom, for payment of the arrears, or for the 
revival of those rights, which the London Company enjoyed, pre¬ 
viously to the appearance of the English Company’s Agents in 
Persia. 

On the subject of the trade, the Agent informed the Court, 
that the most proper season for disposing of cloths, in Persia, was 
between the months of September and March, in each year, and 
that, from the most accurate observation, 4,800 pieces of cloth, 
coarse and fine, could annually be sold at Ispahan, if the Com¬ 
pany had the exclusive trade in that article, in their power j 
but that the sale of half that amount, only, coiild be depended 
on, while imports continued from Aleppo and Muscovy:—the 
project of bartering cloth, for silk, had been found not to answer, 
from the King’s high duties upon the latter article, and, therefore, 
both silk and Caramania wool must be purchased with money, 
arising from the sale of cloth, or by such proportion of stock, 
as the Court might be disposed to invest in those articles. <*> 
Frcs.iient A continuation of similar events with those which had 

occurred in the preceding season, appears in the reports from 
emr* on FouT St. Georoe, and the other Settlements on the Coromandel 

the Coast of » . r. i i n i. • 

Coromandel, CoAST, respecting the Native Powers, and the Europeans having 

Forts, or trade, in that quarter of the Company’s limits. Pre¬ 
sident Pitt, informed the Court (and to his firm, but cautious 

measures 


(1)—Letters from the Agents and Councils at Ispahan and Gombroon to the Court of 
Managers, 26ih and 2gth August, and 3d December 1703. 
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measures may be ascribed the safety of the Settlements and 
trade) that the general war which had been apprehended, on 1705-0. 
the Mogul’s death, had, hitherto, from that event not having yet 
happened, preserved the provinces from the devastations anti¬ 
cipated, when hostilities should commence, and had precluded 
the successive Nabobs, from that open resistance, to which they 
were encouraged, by the relaxed state of the Government;—that, 
however, no attack had been made on the three English towns 
in the vicinity of Fort St. George, but if such attack should take 
place, he was determined to defend them to the last. 

The competition in trade between the European Companies', 

President Pitt intimated, was again reviving, as the Dutch, Danes, 
and French were^ extending their dealings, on the Coromandel 
Coiist, and the English n|fn of war had returned, without sup¬ 
pressing the pirates ; while the Arab cruisers continued to infest 
the Coast, and were taking every ship they could overpower; 
and if some effectual measures should not be adopted, the 
country trade must be ruined.^ 

The French at Pondicherry, as noticed in the preecding 
season, were described to be continually receiving re-inforcements 
from Europe, while Fort St. George had, this season, been sup¬ 
plied with three recruits, only, and many of the covenanted mili¬ 
tary servants of the Company, were pressing for their discharge; 

President Pitt, therefore, urged the necessity of a large supply 
of European recruits, both to enable him to defend the Fort, 

Fort St. David, and CuddaJore, against any attack which 
the French might meditate, and to preserve order among the- 
VOL. in. 4 H inhabitants. 
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CHAP HI. iiilinbit.'iiHs, who were daily encreasing ; and added his intention 

1705 -C. to resign the Government to Mr. Roberts, in September 170(>, 
though he had resolved, should the Mogul die before he heard 
from the Court, to continue in the Presidency, till farther 
oidcrs. In this season, the Somers, Fleet Frigate, and West¬ 
moreland, weic dispatched for Europe, with full cargoes. 

— on the On the subject of the separate interests of the London 

neparate af- , 1 • 1 • , 

hirsoi ihc Company, President Pitt informed their Court, that President 

London 

Company, Beaid, wlio had come round from Bengal, died at Madras, 
on the 7*^' Jtily ;—that the United Company were indebted to 
the London Company, 84,710 pagodas, at Fort St. George, and, 
in Bengal, 53,215 rupees;—that their accounts were nearly 
balanced, and the debts owing by them, paid at Madras; and 
that he hoped to send home their reini|ining goods by next ship- 
jiing, u hich would completely wind up their affairs; but that, 
in Bengal, Messrs. Games and Petty, who had been sent by 
him to examine their accounts, would experience great difficulty 
in procuring money to pay off the debts;—that there was no 
probability of recovering a penny of Anqua’s debt in China ;— 
and, on the whole, that he had sent home 2,126 pagodas on 
their separate account. 

th e of "he subject of the separate interest of the English Com- 

EiMinhCcm- pany, he informed their Directors, that Mr. FYaser and Mr. 

pany * ^ 

Wright had minutely examined the claims of the Native Mer¬ 
chants, and their accounts, from the commencement of tlie 
late Consul Pitt’s transactions with them; and it appeared, 
on the whole, from the competition between the two Com¬ 


panies, 
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panics, and the greater influence and amount of stock which the c hap III 
London Company possessed, that it was not practicable for l^OS-O. 
Consul Pitt to have purchased the goods at cheaper rates, than 
the prices for which he had actually contracted; nor ^vas it 
possible to induce those Merchants to agree to any abatement 
in their demands; he would, therefore, rather recommend to this 
Court, to send out the value of ^10,000 in broad-cloth, and 
apply the amount of the sales to discharge the debts due to 
those Merchants, than to borrow money in the country, which 
could not be obtained at a less rate than eleven shillings, 
sterling, the pagoda. 

In the report transmitted to the Couit, from Buncoolen, Mr Tiidky’* 
the dispute, respecting its independence on Fort St. George, [ui'e ot "r'da 
disappears j the melancholy relation, however, of the mor- ^ 
tality among the seivants, (Mr. Watts, the Governor, three inTcreits'of^ 
civil servants, and forty-one slaves, having died,) and of the Co'nip”ny."'* 
fortifications having suffered much from an earthquake, with the 
account that the old {)lantations of pepper had decayed, and 
those lately planted not having come to the perfection, when 
crops could be expected, would explain the source of the request 
of Mr. Ridley (who had succeeded to the Government) to the 
Court, for a large supply of stores of every kind, for recruits to 
augment the garrison, a good engineer to direct in repairing and 
4 H 2 completing 

(1) —Letters from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Court of Man i- 
gers, and to the Court of Committees of the London Conapany, 1st ind lOth October 1705, 

9th, 26th, and 28th January, 4ih, flth, and 20th February' 1705-6- Letter from Messrs. 

Praser atid Wright to the Court of the English Company, 30th January 1705-6. 
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CHAP. Ill completing the fortifications, and a number of slaves to work 

170 . 5 - 6 . on them. Mr. Ridley concluded with stating, that he had given 
encouragement to the Chinese, whom he had found to be indus¬ 
trious and useful, but that he had been able to send home only 
one ship, laden with pepper, this season :—having balanced the 
account of the debt due by the United Trade, to the London 
Company, amounting to 86,550 dollars, he had invested the half 
of that sum in pepper, on the account of the London Company, 
in part payment of this debt. <*> 

Uniica^ As the orders of the Court of the English Company, for 

Uengji pur- dismission of Sir Edward Littleton, from the oflice of Presi- 

chase Iho 

lull cxeruse dciit ill Bengal, had, this season, been communicated to him, 

t>t the 1.011- » » » » 

(loii Com- jjQ jjjjj delivered up his books; and President Beard haivnff 

panj'slights ^ ° 

gone to Madras, and accounts been received of his death, 
the same unanimity appears to have prevailed in the United 
Council at Fort William, which had enabled them, in the pre¬ 
ceding year, to restore the trade to a better condition, and to 
take measures for vrinding up the separate concerns of the two 
Companies. When the vacancies occasioned by the death of 
Mr. Beard, and the dismission of Sir Edward Littleton, happened, 
it was expedient, that persons should be appointed, who were 
in Council, to take charge of the separate interests of the 
two Companies. Mr. Sheldon, for the London Company, and 
Mr. Hedges, for the English Company, had been nominated to 

these 

(l)—Lelter« from the Governor and Council of York Fort, Bencoolen, to the Court of 
Man<)gers, 8th August, 20th October l^OJ, and 4th January 1705-6 
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tlicse duties, and a civil servant, fi-om each Company, had been nt 

taken into the Council, to fillup the vacancies occasioned by 1/05-b*. 
tlicse nominations. 

The general object of obtaining for the United Trade, the 
advantages of the grants which the London Company had en¬ 
joyed, had been persevered in, and an agreement made with the 
Duan, for twenty thousand rupees, to allow the United Com¬ 
pany to proceed on this basis. 

The whole of the United Stock and Trade had been removed 
to Calcutta, and the garrison, which had, this season, received a 
reinforcement, under Lieutenant Woodvillc, of sixteen soldiers, 
now consisted of one hundred and twenty-nine, of which sixty- 
six were European soldiers, exclusive of the gunner and his 
crew, which, at this period, constituted the whole of the Com» 
pany’s Bengal Artillery. 

On commercial affairs, the Council reported, that they had Report on 

the f.i\orable 

complied with the Court’s orders about saltpetre, of which they state of the 

^ Uiii'ed and 

liad thirty-seven thousand maunds in store, at Patna, and four Separate 

Trade in 

thousand maunds, at Hughly, and had sent sixty thousand rupees Bengal, 
to Patna, to provide this article, for the next year’s shipping. 

Towards the close of the season, they intimated, that they had 
continued the Factory at Patna, for some months, that they 
might procure saltpetre of the finest kind, and had made uji 
the funds, for that purpose, to 76,550 rupees; and laden on 
board the ship Union, on the separate account of the English 
Company, goods estimated at 188,576 rupees, and dispatched 

the 
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CHAP. Ill the Herne, on the United Company’s account, with a cargo, 

1705 - 6. amounting to 225,018 rupees.^*) 

Report on The report on the state of trade at Banjak-Massin, in 

trade at Han- BoRNEO, which, on thc wliolc, was ratlicr favourable in the 

^ preceding .seasoti, continued, in this, to give hopes, that this 

Settlement would be placed in security, and that pepper, its staple 
produce, would become a valuable impoit of thc United Trade. 
A grant had been obtained from the King, for a free trade, 
without any olijection being made to the fortifications which 
were carrying on, for the defence of the Factory and portj 
but the Natives weie inimical, notwithstanding this grant, and 
us thc season advanced, manifested their avcision so strongly, 
that a supply of soldiers was absolutely necessaiy, there not 
being above eighteen European soldiers, fit fVir duty, and thc 
whole Europeans in the Settlement not exceeding forty in 
number; u force which was inadequate, when it was con¬ 
sidered, that four hundred people were at work on the for¬ 
tifications. 

The garruon At the closc of tliis year, the most afflicting accounts 

.It Pulo Con- 

tiore inassa- rcachcd Bomco, of an insurrection, by the Malay soldiers, on the 

<red by ibe ’ J J ’ 

Mai.ij3, and Island of Pulo Condore, on the 2d March 1704-5 .—these 

the ftation 

lost, revolters first set fire to the Company’s warehouses, and then 

murdered President Catchpoolc, and thc greatest part of the 

English 


(I)—Letters from the United Council in Beng.'il to the Court of Managers, 30ih 

Noiembcr lyo?, J7t|i January, and 15th February 1705-6.- Letters from the Separate 

Council for the Lnglish Company to the Court of Directors of that Company, 5th and 28lh 
l)i*i ember 1/00 
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English on the Island. To this tieachcry the Malays were 
supposed to have been instigated by the Cochin Chinese, that 
they might get possession of the remainder of the Company’s 
treasure, estimated at twenty-two thousand tales Mr. Baldwin, 
one of the Factors, who escaped this massacie, after many hard¬ 
ships, arrived at Banjar-Massin, on the 18th January l/Oo-G; 
but he was ignorant of the fate of the surviving English 
on Pulo Condorc, and supposed that the Company’s books 
must have been burnt with their warehouses. 

Such was the fate of a Settlement which President Catch- 
poole had projected, and which the Court of Directors of the 
English Company formed, on the presumption that it might 
become a market for the sale of English goods in China, and 
for obtaining China produce, without being exposed to the 
vexatious oppressions of the officers in the ports of that Empire, 
The cfi’ect of this event on the new establishment at Banjar- 
Massin, it was apprehended, might be serious, and, theiefore, 
the Agent lepeated his request for a supply of twenty cannon, 
and of soldiers sufficient to make up a strong gairison; the 
re-inforcements from Pulo Condore, on which they had moie 
immediately depended, having been, thus, unfortunately cut off. 

The leport on the pepper trade of Banjar-Massin, in 
substance, was, thtit though the crop liad been abundant, 
the price was high, owing to the number of Chinese junks 
which were frequently arriving, and purchasing it, and th.it 
it was doubtful, whether the Agent and Council nould bo 
able to fill up the six ships which had arrived fiom Euiopo, 

ainountin<r 


6o; 

CHAP III 

1705^6 
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CHAP.nr amounting, together, to sixteen hundred and fifty tons;—he, 
1705 - 6 . therefore, submitted, that two ships, only, should be appointed 
for this port, in the subsequent season :—that, however, if suf^- 
ficient stock should be sent, he would be able to purchase the 
whole cargoes of the Chinese junks, and thus engross the trade 
in pepper; but that fifty thousand dollars would be necessary for 
this purpose, and an annual supply of ten thousand dollars, in 
Coast and Bay goods, which might be disposed of, in Borneo> 
with advantage.^*) 

(1)— Letter* from the Agent and CourciI at Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, to the Court of 
Managers, 28th May, 2d June, 7th and 8tb October 1705, 31st January, 4th February, 
and 23d March l705>d.— Letter from Mr. Baldwin to the Court, giving an account oC 
the Massacre at PuloCondore, dated Bapjar-Massio, 14th February 1705 6 . 
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1706-7. 

As tlie records of the Company, in their capacity of Ma- ni. 
nagers of the United Trade, or of Committees of the London 1706-7. 

Company, or of Directors of tlie English Company, do not strucions of 
rt. I >1 . 1 . 1 . Court of 

alFord any evidence of the actual state of their aftiiirs, at Managers 

T, President 

Bombay, or at Surat, or at any of their dependencies, it is Put. 
piobablc, their general Letters had not reached England, this 
season. 

The confidence, however, which the Court had reposed in 
Piesident Pitt and his Council, at Fort St. Gborgb, having 
heen fully justified, by his conduct in the management of the 
United Trade, by his attention to the separate interests of his old 
employers, the London Company, and by the frequent appeals 
to his decision, by his former opponents, the English Company, 
we are prepared to examine the instructions he received, 
fiom each, for completing that adjustment of Indian afiairs, on 
which he had, already, >vith so much talents and probity, been 
proceeding. 

The Couit of Managers, though they approved of Picsi- 
dent Pitt’s general conduct, were rather dissatisfied with 
his accepting bills, drawn on the Fort, by the Go\ criior and 
Council of Bencoolcn, in favor of indi^idua1s, to the amount 
of 61,162 dollars, and in f.ivor of the London Company, to 
VOL. III. 41 the 



GIO annals of the honorable 

the amount of 60,855 dollars, conceiving that his powers of 
1706-7’- control did not extend to, or authorize such acceptances :—they 
required, also, that several errors in the accounts due, by 
United Stock, to the London Company, amounting to 84,710 
pagodas, might be examined and rectified; assigning, as a 
reason, that, in several instances, there w'ere mistakes in the 
charge of Quick Stock, instead of Dead Stock, and vice versa ; 
and, also, that he had omitted to attend to an inaccuracy in the 
interest charged on these debts, both at Madras, and in Bengal: 
—at the same time, they intimated, that they had referred to him, 
to consider the account and inventory of Dead Stock, and to take 
care, that the part which had been assigned by the London 
Company to the English Company, by the Indenture Tripartite, 
namely, all manner of stores, ammunition, guns, provisions, and 
“ other things belonging to the Forts and Factories,” should not 
be charged to the United Stock; and then informed him, that 
the United Company’s ships, Somers, Fleet Frigate, Toddington, 
Josiah, Streatham, Eaton, Donncgal, Herne, and Wentworth, 
had safely arrived in Ireland, on the 12th November I 7 O 6 . 

Sepnrate in- The oi’ders of the Court of Committees of the London 

stmctioiis of 

the London Company, to President Rtt, for winding up their separate 

Company to ^ _ , 

PrcMiieut affairs, were, in substance, an approbation of the preceding 
payments, as being made agreeably to the Deed of Union, by 
which each Company were declared to have a right to get in 
their effects in the best manner they could j and they continued 
him in the control of all their separate aflfairs in Bengal, and 
desired him to send the surplus of their stock on the Coast, to 

Uiat 
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that Presidency, in dollars, or rupees, to be invested in muslins chap in. 
and raw-silk, because Coast goods sold, in England, with in- l^OC-/. 
considerable, if any profit. As their separate interest had not 
been properly wound up in Bcncoolen, President Pitt was desired 
to continue his attention to that subject. 

The instructions of the Directors of the English Company, —Hu m- 

, slruclioiu 

to President Pitt, in substance, were, that, to prevent all troublem /‘mm the 

triglisli 

winding up their accounts, they had paid the bills drawn on them, Co.Dpany. 
from Masulipatam, but given a controling power to him, over all 
the measures which their servants might devise for settling their 
aifaiis ;—in particular, that he was to get all the Bonds of the Na¬ 
tive Merchants cancelled, by disposing of the English Company’s 
separate etfects and goods, and applying the proceeds to the liipii- 
dation of debts ;—and, should the sum not be sufficient, he was to 
borrow money on their account, on the best terms he could, and 
draw bills on them for the amount. After acknowledging his ser¬ 
vices, in examining the late Consul Pitt’s accounts, whom they 
still suspected of having defrauded them, in his contracts with the 
Native Merchants, they reipiestcd, that this business might be 
adjusted, and also, that he might detcimine, upon what pait of 
their debt, to the United Company, inteicst ought to be paid.^'^ 

Conformably to the resolution of the Court of Managers A new (jo. 

^ \i.rnor 

in the preceding year, disapproving of the pioeecdings j‘j[’‘ 

4 12 Governor Boncooicn, 

to ri port on 
till! 

(1)—I^etters from the Court of Conimittecf of the London Conipiny to Prciidcnt Pitt 

.tnd Council at Fort St. George, 5th July 1706, and 7th February 1706-7- Letters fiom 

the Couit of Directors of the English Company to Piejidcnt Pitt and Council at I’ort St 
George, 7th and 12th February 1706-7. 
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C^p^r. Governor Watts and his Council at Bencoolen, we find tlmf, 
1706 - 7 . in this season, they appointed Mr. Cross to be Governor, and 

and scpaniie , i-rv ^ 10.1 

interests at Mr. IIonIc to be Deputy Governor of that Settlement, with 
at that sta- 

noii. orders to take a minute suivey of all former transactions, and 
to examine the accounts of the late Governor and his Council, 
because the cxpcnccs of the Settlements in Sumatra had been 
heavy, amounting, from the 22d July 1702, to September 1704, 
to the large sum of 180,000 dollars j it, therefore, became in¬ 
dispensable, to ascertain the grounds of charges of such magni¬ 
tude, and, particularly, the amount of the bills which liad been 
diawn on Fort St. George :—at the same time, they were di¬ 
rected to settle the accounts, between the London Company and 
the United Tmde, in the most amicable manner. In the event 
of Mr. Watts being dead, or having removed fiom Bencoolen, 
Govci nor Ci oss Wtas appointed Chief of the London Company’s 
separate affairs, at that station, with orders to assist in getting 
in their remaining goods, money, and debts, and to remit the 
proceeds, in pepper, to England ; or, if this could not be effected, 
to send the amount to President Pitt, at Fort St. George, with 
the Court’s desire, that it might be invested in Coast goods, and 
sent to England.^*^ 

CoortofMa- The Court of Managers, this season, re-instated Mr. 
pfnrMr Sheldon and Mr. Hedges, as the two Chiefs of the United 
Mr Hedges Council in Bengal, and repeated the instructions, detailed in 

to be the 

the 

(l)—Letter from the Court of the London Company to the Governor and Council of 
Bencoolen, 5th July 170G.— Letter (separste) from the Court of the Londoa Company 
to Mr. CiOiis and Mr. Hoyle, 5tli July l/OO. 
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<iic last season, for brinoing the whole trade under their ina- cu\v iii, 
nagenient. As far ns legaidcd the separate interests of the 

T T • • • • e'llicfs of 

London Coinnany, Brniiul was continued in suhoi dination to Coimni m 

lkn5.1l, lo 

the Piesidency of Foit S'. Cubage, with orders to discharge all wind up tio 

&ep.lialC Ill- 

their separate dibts, and to rennt the surplus to England, in tertm 
fine muslins and raw'-sdk, btit, as the iinporls of saltpetre had 
been large, not to in\f “.t any pait of it in that aiticle. 

In the same mannei, the D.iectors of the Paiglisli Com¬ 
pany repeated llieir orilers, that lb* 11 accounts with Sir Edward 
Littleton should he -titl'd in India, by w'hich they anticipated 
their losses > umkI he less, than it such settlement should be 
attempted im ' ighm I; and that, after all debts should be 
cleaie<l oil, the sin plus sbouhl be invested in fine muslins. The 
detaining the sbijj Katin rine so long in India W'as blamed, as 
the Com t bad to pay the huge sum of c£13,000 to her owners, 
for deinonige. 

It is remarkable, that, in tins season, no instructions appear 
to have been dispatched to Banjar-Ma&sin in Borneo, and that 
all attempts for trade to China were suspended. 


In this season, as in the preceding year, we have to ro'“'cai n. 
preface the events at Surat, with a description of the dc- 

tached 

(1)—Letter from the Court of the London Company to the President and Council at 

Fort William, 7th tebruary 170O-7-Letter from the Court of the English Company 

to the President and Council at Fort William, 7lb February 1706-7. 
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CHAP^r. tached transactions of the Country Powers, which affected the 

I 7 O 6 - 7 . seats of the Company’s trade; and this is, perhaps, of more 

Auruiigzebc, . . . . , , 1 . 

on the 2 otii importance, because, connecting it with those referred to in 

February 

J70G 7. preceding years, we can collect the facts regarding the Mogul 
Government, during the last year of Aurungzebe’s reign, which 
shew, tliat the administration of this Emperor had, for some 
time, been declining in energy. 

Wc have, also, in particular, to advert to the conduct of 
the Dutch at Surat, while this memorable event, in Hindostan, 
was still uncertain, and to the effect of their vigorous measures 
for restoring their trade, on terms to which, in the sequel, 
they adhered, vvlien the confusions which followed the death 
ot the Emperor, suspended, in a great degree, the functions 
of the Mogul Government. 

These facts ivill unfold the consequences of the unwise 
jiroceedings by which Sir Nicholas Waite endangered the exist¬ 
ence of the Company’s trade and Settlements, and the weakness 
of the Court of Managers, in still permitting him to continue 
in office. 

Connecting the events in this, with those of tlic preceding 
season, nc discover that the Hindoo, or Mahratta armies, 
were still hovering about the districts, in the vicinity of 
Surat, though they had not again assaulted the place, and that 
they did not ictirc, from before the town, till the 23d May 
I 7 O 6 ;—that, in their retreat, they plundcied the villages, 
and destroyed all kinds of provisions, whicli raised the price 

of 
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of the necessiiries of life, “ from two to three hundred per chap iir . 
cent.” At this juncture, the principal body of the Mogul army 1706-7. 
was in the Decan, the conquest of which had been the favorite 
object of Aurungzebe’s long reign : he had subverted the prin¬ 
cipal native kingdoms in that quarter, but continued in it^ 
during the last years of his reign, with his .army, and opposed 
but a feeble resistance to the Mahrattas, bordering on the West¬ 
ern Provinces. 

The Company’s Presidents at Bombay and Surat had 
annually given accounts of the large armies and predatory 
incursions of the Mahrattas, but they do not, on any occasion, 
report that Mogul armies of any magnitude had been sent to 
oppose them;—on the contrary, they described Surat, though 
frequently menaced with sieges and assaults, to be left to sucli 
protection as its fortifications and garrison could afford j and 
even this garrison, in the preceding season, were not able to 
expel the Portuguese from Daman, but were obliged to return to 
the defence of Surat itself, when blockaded by the Dutch fleet. 

This relative state of the Mahratta and Mogul armies, 
accounts for the contradictory orders sent, by the Mogul, to 
the Governor of Surat, respecting the Europeans resorting to 
the port, «it one time ordering the trade to be stopt, at another, 
permitting, sometimes one, and sometimes another Company, 
to have access to it, and to the markets; and thus leaving 
him to act as he pleased, by indulging, or oppressing 
the Europeans, as he could draw bribes or presents from 

them. 
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CHAP HI. them, or as they appeared to have, or to want, power to 
1706’-7. resist his mandates. 

A proof of this being tlic case, (and on authority less ques* 
tionable than Sir Nicholas Waite’s,) Sir John Gayer, at the 
opening of the season I 7 O 6 - 7 , informed the Court, the Go¬ 
vernor of Surat had reported, that he had received orders to 
stop the trade of all HalmeUy or Europeans, in the Mogul’s 
dominions; but, subsequently, the Mogul guards were withdrawn 
from the Loudon Company’s Factory, though neither the French 
nor English were permitted to pass the gates;—Sir John 
Gayer, therefore, requested, that force nnght be employed, 
otherwise he, and the rest of the Council, would be exposed to 
fresh troubles. 

At the close of the season, however, the report of the 
Mogul’s death had reached Surat, and was communicated to the 
Couit by Sir John Gayer, in an allegory, which strongly marks 
the general fear felt, at the moment, to mention an eyent of such 
political delicacy, because its truth, equally with its falsehood, 
might expose the peison who might promulgate it to certain 
ruin .—he represented, in bis letter of the 1st March 1706-7, 
“ th.it the Sun of this Hemisphere had set, and that the Star of 
the Second magnitude, being under his meridian, had taken 
“ his place; but, that it was feaied the Star of the mag- 
‘‘ nitude, though under a remoter mciidian, would struggle to 
“ cx.ilt itself;”—which exactly coiiesponds with the state of 
aflairs at Auiung/ebc’s ileath, iihicli happened (according to 
Jhe'-ideat I’ltt’s letter from Foit St. George, of the 10th October 



EAST-IKDIA COMPANY. 


C17 


1707) in liis camp, ncai Auruiigabad, in liie Dccan, in the criAP in. 
ninety-tliird year of his age, on the 2flth February 170G-7, 17^6 "7* 
leaving, by his M'ill, the Empire divided among his three sons, 
deseribed by Governor Pitt under the names of Shah Auluin, 

“ Asem Dara, and Khan Box.” 

This account coincides with the memoirs of Eradut Khan, Decisive b»t- 

^ ^ _ lie 111 l.ivour 

who describes the eldest son, Piince Mauzim, as having' been of Uahader 
known by the name of Shah Aulum; tlie second, by that 
of Azem ; and the third, by that of Khan Buksh. 

President Pitt then informed the Court, that the second 
son, or Prince Azem, assumed the title of King, and had 
inarched with a great army towaids Delhi, to oppose the preten¬ 
sions of his elder brother, Pi ince Auluin, orManzira, and, that a 
battle had hcon fought, near Agra, in June I/O/, in which near 
one hundred thousand men fell on both sides;—that the army of 
Shah Aulum was commanded by his eldest son, in whose favour 
victory declared, and that Sultan Azem, and his two sons, were 
killed, on which Shah Aulum ascended the throne, and, accord¬ 
ing to the preceding authorities, assumed the title of Bahader 
Shah.O) 

Wliile the Native States were thus engaged in the civil The Dutch 

fleet blockade 

wars, which commenced on the death of Aurungzebe, and while Sur.it, .nmi 

obtain 1 re< 

the Mahrattas were prepaiiiig for war, on the side of the Dccan, irjm 

the Secuiity. 

VOli. III. 4 K and Bond-, nud 

permis-ion to 
resettle their 

(1)—Letter from Sir John Gayer, at Surat, to the Court of the London Com pan), Factory. 

March lit 1706-7.- Letter from President Pitt, at Fort St. George, to the Court of 

Managers, October 10th 1707-Memoirs of Eradut Khan (by Scott), page 10.—— 

Rennel's IntroducboB, page 64. 
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CHAP III 
1 ^ 6 % 


Sir Nichol IS 
Wane conii- 
nuos ins op* 
prcssinns of 
Ihu lamJon 
('onif itny's 
•trvaiiti. 


and lading waste the provinces on the West of India, bordering 
on Surat and Bombay, we have to advert to the proceedings of the 
Dutch, vi^ho employed force, as the only expedient left for getting 
free from the Security-Bonds, which had been extorted from thenr, 
and for re-establishing their rights and trade at Surat. 

In October 11^06, a Dutch fleet, having on board a new 
Dircctore and Council, appeared off Surat, and proposed to the 
Governor to adjust all disputes, and to re-establish their Factory 
and trade:—the negotiation, as well as the blockade of the port, 
continued till the 6th January 1766-7, when an agreement was 
made, on the following terms:—^the Governor of Surat was to 
pay to the Dutch 811,000 rupees, on giving up the ships and 
property which they had seized;—one per cent, on the customs, at 
Surat, was to be abated, and the Dutch were to be free from pay¬ 
ment of customs at Broach :—Should the Governor obtain a Phir- 
luaund from the King, confirming these articles, in one month, 
these conditions were to be the rules respecting their trade; but, if 
the Phirmaund should not be granted, the Dutch were to have per¬ 
mission to leave the port, and to take such measures as they might 
think proper. When this agreement was signed, and ratified by the 
Governor, the Dutch Directore and Council landed, paid him a 
visit of ceremony, and presented him with fifty thousand rupees. 

If Sir Nicholas Waite’s schemes, in former seasons, to 
maintain his rank, as General, and to keep Sir John Gayer, 
and the Council of the London Company, in confinement, 
tended to prevent the winding up of the separate interests of 
the two Companies, and the completion of the Union, his 

conduct, 
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conduct, in tins season, in his disputes with the English Com- 
pany’s Council at Surat, had nearly ruined their affairs. Ir> his 1706-7 
letters to the Court, from Bombay, he informed them, that, 
from the confusions at Surat, there was little prospect of 
being able to ship goods for some months;—that he had 
sent ample supplies of stock to Carwar, Calicut, Anjengo, 
and Persia; but as Mr. Pioby and Mr. Bunnell, the Surat 
Council, had embezzled the Company’s propeity, in indigo, to 
the value of eleven thousand rupees, and given credit to the 
accusations of Rustuiu, the broker, against him, all business 
was at a stand. Mr. Proby and Mr. Bonnell, in reply, asserted 
that Sir Nicholas Waite had been guilty of fraud, in making 
an overcharge in the purchase of the Company’s goods, to the 
amount of thirty-five thousand rupees, and that he had promised 
this sxuu to Rustum, the broker, if he %vould use his influence 
with the Governor, to detain Sir John Gayer, and the London 
Company’s Council, in confinement 

Under such dissentions, not only the United Trade, but 
the separate interests of the London and English Companies, at « 
Surat, were necessarily suspended; and this appears to have 
been the state of affairs, when the Dutch fleet appeared off Surat, 
and when the agreement was made between the Govei nor and 
the Dutch Company. Mi. Proby immediately applied to the 

Governor, to have liberty of trade granted to the English, and 
the restraint on their persons taken off, and, in answer, received 
assurances, that, as a settlement had been made with the Dutch, 
his requests would be complied with. 

4 K 2 In 
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CHAP III. In this critical state of the trade, the United Council was 

I 7 O 6 - 7 . tilled up;—Mr. Bendall to be President; Mr. Proby, Second; 

Mr. Wyche, Third ; and Mr. Boone, Fourth;—that is, two of 
the London Company’s servants, to be First and Third, and two 
of the English Company’s, to be Second and Fourth :—these no¬ 
minations, however. Sir Nicholas Waite disapproved, though 
Sir John Gayer, (still in confinement,) allowed this Council to 
employ, for the United Trade, all the civil servants of the Lon¬ 
don Company whom he could spare. 

The first transaction of the United Council, after remov¬ 
ing to the English Company’s Factory at Surat, was to obtain 
permission to ship off the Company’s goods, which had so long 
remained in stt)re ; and, in the letters accompanying them, they 
requested the Court’s piotection against the malicious representa¬ 
tions of Sir Nicholas Waite, under whose orders they regretted 
they htid been unfoi tunately placed. 

Sir Nicholas Sir Nicholas Waite’s report to the Court, on the state of 

Wiitf’s re- __ 

port on the affairs at Bombay, in substance, was, that he had refused pusses 

Civil and mi¬ 
litary nervice to thc Mogul ships, destined for Moclia and Judduh, till the 

at Bomh.iy, 

at thii emit port of Surat should be opened for trade, and, indeed, to 
any ships, except those belonging to the Company’s Settlements, 
or to the English in their service;—that he had ordered the 
passes, which the inlmbitants of Mahim had taken from the 
Portuguese Governor of Basscin, to be disregarded, and the 
ships and cargoes confiscated;—that the civil servants were 
extremely deficient in number, having only six at Bombay, 
three at Carwar, three at Calicut, one at Tellicherry, and 

three 
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tJiree at Anjengo, and, therefore, that a supply of twelve intelligent c hap ii r. 
men, who understood business, and twelve Writers, would be 1706-7- 
necessary;—that the military foice was equally deficient, and 
required, besides supplies of stores, large reinforcements of 
soldiers, and twelve commissioned ofliceis to discipline them;— 
and that he had been obliged, in order to keep up the apjieaiance 
of the three stiuidmg companies, to hire thirty-one Topasses, 
and to new clothe the whole, but intended to deduct the charges 
from their pay. 

In this state of affaiis, it is not surprising that all the 
accounts given of the trade, are general, and that no specific 
infonuation is convcycfl to the Court, on the subject, either of 
sales or purchases, except that Sir Nicholas Waite had sent vessels 
to bring up the jicppcr from the Out-factoi ies, for the safety of 
which he was in considerable alarm, from the depredations 
committed by Couajee Angria, a Mahratta pirate.<*> 

However discouraging the rejKut of the preceding season Agent Lock's, 
was, respecting the Company’s claims for arrears of customs, in iam/raub' 
Persia, the expedient of applying for a “ Rogom,” or order, c, imp iny'saf" 

X 1 .• .-1 fairs in Persia 

by Agent Cock, lor recovery of the arrears, had succeeded; 
for he informed the Court, this season, that he had obtained 

an 

(I)—Letters from Sir John Gayer and Council at Surat to the Courts of Managers, 
and of the London Company, 25th April, I2th November 1706, ^th and 13th February, and 

Ist March 1706 7-- Letteis from Mr Proby and Mr. Bonneil, and the United Council at 

Surat, to the Court of M.in.igers, 13th September 1700, 20ih January, 14lh and 20i[i 

February 1706-7. - Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Bombay to the 

Courts of Man.'igers, and of tho English Company, 9th May, 3d October, 21th Uecembw 
1706, 23d January, and 17th March J706-7. 
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an order for one thousand tomands, for the year's custome 
I 7 O 6 - 7 . which had, for so long a time, been the subject of dispute 
and negotiation, though he was doubtful, whether he should 
receive payment from the Shalibunder, who was in disgrace; 
—that he had, also, procured another order for the payment 
of the late arrears of customs, amounting to 5,981 tomands, 
of which the proportion belonging to the London Company, 
was 2,306 tomands;—of this whole amount of 5,981 tomands, 
the Agent and Council had actually received silk in payment, 
estimated at 2,219 tomands, of which the proportion, belonging 
to the London Company, was 855 tomands. 

At the close of the season, the trade wore a still more 
promising aspect, for Mr. Lock repoi ted to the Bombay Govern¬ 
ment, that the greatest part of the broad-cloth had been sold, at 
a profit of sixteen per cent., and that he had succeeded in col¬ 
lecting a larger investment of Persian produce than usual; but, 
from Sir John Gayer’s aecount, who was entrusted with the 
winding up of the Liondon Company’s affairs, Mr. Lock had 
not been equally successful in disposing of their remains of 
cloth and other goods, before those of the United Company 
came into competition with them, in the market, and, therefore, 
had sold them at extremely low prices.^*> 

Pm’llqioit Tfiough the death of Aurungzebe was known at Madras, 
cVtouvui'' *the close of this season, the documents which remain to 

ascertain, 

(l)—Letter from Agent Lock and Council, at Lpahan, to the Court of the London 
Company, 3lst October iJoG — - Lctbr fiom Sir John Ga>er, at Surat, to the Court of 
the London Company. 12th November I70t)—— Letter from Sir Nicholas Waite, at 
Surat, to the Court of Managers, l/tb March I706-7. 
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ascertain, either the proceedings of the Native Powers, in its cH/VP iti. 
vicinity, or of President Pitt, do not come lower down than 17^6-7. 
the month of February 1706-7; Hence, in tiacing the events .ifllciui the 
affcctlng the Presidency of Fort St. Glorge, we have only to iieirem* .md 

tiade OH tli« 

State the transactions of tlie Native Powers, influenced by the Commandei 

Coast. 

anticipation of an event, which, for so many years, had been 
considered as the signal for a general war in Hmdostan. 

It may be recollected, tliat this part of the Mogtil Empire 
was less afleeted by the prospect of the Emperor’s death, than 
the Western and Eastern Piovinces had been ; because, from 
the commencement of Auningzebe’s reign to its close, the sub¬ 
jugation of the Decan had kept the greatest part of the Mogul 
regular forces in this quarter of the Peninsula, and even the 
Emperor, himself, had continued in it, for several years, to com¬ 
mand his army; and the subordinate officers, to whom portions 
of the Provinces, bordering on the English stations, had been 
entrusted, acted in obedience to the Mogul, without attempting 
insurrection or icbellion. 

This state of affairs accounts for the appearance of force 
under those N.ibobs, disturbing the manufactures from which 
the Company diew their goods, and frequently menacing the 
English foitified Settlements, but accepting of partial bribes, 
to desist from actual attacks on them. 

President Pitt, in this season, therefore, represented, that 
the investments had been obstructed, by these armies carrying 
on a desultory war, which had destroyed the crops;—that, at 


one 
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lit, one time, the Nabob had approached so near to Madras, as St, 
1706 - 7 , Thom6, and signified a wish to visit the President in form, 
which was agreed to; but on his approaching the town, ac¬ 
companied by a greater body of troops than had been settled, 
it was deemed prudent to refuse him admittance. 

At this crisis, large parties of Mahrattas fortunately made 
a plundering incursion into the Carnatic, which obliged the 
Nabob to assemble his army, and march to expel them. Fort 
St. David was, in the same manner, menaced by Nabob Doud 
Khan, who had passed near it with his army, in consequence 
of a war between him, and the Hindoo Chief in Tanjore, 
(for it will be recollected, that this district remained under a 
branch of the Sevagee race, after the conquest of Visiapore 
and Golcondah) and, subsequently, to resist the army of the 
Nabob of Tritcliinopoly;—the President had, therefore, been 
obliged to send the Nabob a present of broad-cloth, which hud 
been well received, and his army passed the place without 
hostility. 

Under these circumstances. President Pitt stated to the 
Court, tliat the garrisons of the two Forts were weak, and 
would require a supply of recruits, for he had, this season, re¬ 
ceived only foursoldicrs, when four hundred were wanted, to 
make up the two garrisons to their proper complement. 

—His report On the general interests of the Union, President Pitt stated, 
uiitrlm'oT* that the resource from the silver, which had been sent out, as stock, 
iidde. had been affected, by the low price at which it sold on the Coast, 
which had induced him to remit the greater part of it, to Bengal^ 

where 
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brought nine, and nine and a half per cent, more than at Fort St. 

George; and that he had been uldigcd to accept, aftei consulta- 
tion, the hills drawn by the Governor of Beneoolen, to the amount 
of forty-nine thousand dollars, and, subsequently, to the faither 
amount of twenty-three thousand nine hundred dollars, for, 
otherwise, the trade at that Settlement, must liave been at a stand , 
but not being satisiied with the conduct of the Governor he 
had sent Mr. Glcssell, Mr. Wright, and Mr. Deane, to fill 
up the vacancies in that Council, and to i eport on the actual 
state of .lihiiis, to him, or to his successor, as he proposed 
returning to England, in January I/O/. 

On the separate affairs of the London Company, President —On die 

pirate inta. 

Pitt introdneed his report with stating, that, in his opinion, they r^n^oi iiie 
had been rash and hasty, in forming an Union with the English Company 
Company, because, if all their servants at Surat and Bengal, b.id 
acted with the same fiimncss, as had been manifested at Fori St. 

George, the whole of the intcrfeieuces of the English Company 
wdth the London Company’s trade and piivileges would Inive 
terminated in their luin, or, to use his own language, “ Ihcie 
“ would not, by this time, have lemaincd a New Comptiin’s 
“ man in India;” but that, consideiing the conduct of Sir 
Nicholas Waite, and the licence which had been given him, to 
continue his unjustibablc pioceedings, which had neaily hi ought 
the Company’s trade on the West Coast to a st.md, it was loitu- 
nate, perhaps, that the Union had taken pl.icc, for such h.id 
been his absurd violence, that Mr. Brabouine would not ac- 
voL. III. 4 L cept 
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cept the office of Deputy Governor of Bombay, because he would 

1706 -f. not serve under a man, whose behaviour he represented to be 
so absurd, tliat the civil sci'vants of the Company, in that 
quarter, had declared, they would rather be private centincls 
“ at Fort St. George, than serve as Second in Council under 
“ Sir Nicholas Waite.” 

President Pitt farther reported, that he would not accept 
any bills drawn from Bencoolcn, on the separate account 
of the London Company, and tliat, at last, he had ascer¬ 
tained the amount of the United Company’s debt to the 
London Company, to be upwards of ninety thousand pagodas, 
and had sent home, on their separate account, this season, 
an investment, estimated at 5,898 pagodas; but there was 
no probability of their recovering a penny of the Chinese 
** debt.” 

—Onthese- On tlic separate interests of the English Company, 

parate iiile- 

rests of the President Pitt reported, that having received their letter 

EnglishCom- * 

pany- of the 2d March 1705-6, (the substance of which was given 
in their home transactions of that season,) he conceived that, 
as they had vested him with a controling power over their ser¬ 
vants, in winding up their separate affairs, the blame which 
they had imputed to him, in discharging this duty, Avas not less 
improper than uujustihable;—^that lie had, agreeably to orders, 
investigated the claims of the Native Merchants, and found 
them to be just, under all the circumstances in which they had 
furnished goods for successive investments, and had draivn bills 

for 
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for the amount, at ten shillings and six-pence the pagoda; cha p ni . 
an exchange which, though they might consider to he high, was, 1706-7* 
in fact, lower than could have been obtmncd by any person 
but himself, who, from having been President for the London 
Company, and actually President for the United Company, had 
acquued the confidence of the monied men in the Settlement; 
adding, that pagodas, at that time, were at the exchange of 
thirteen shillings and six-pence, and that the Dutch would not 
lend one, under eighteen shillings ; he, therefore, left it to the 
world to judge, which had acted with more honor, or honesty, 
himself or the New Company;—^liimsclf, who had examined 
the claims of the Black Merchants, and found them just, and 
“ drawn bills to pay them, or the New Company, who had refused 
to honor those bills, drawn for the suppoit of their Factoiics, 
when starving, or to pay their debts to widows and orphans.” 

President Pitt, lastly, informed the Court of Managers, Hu report to 

, I 1 Court of 

on the subject ot the investment, that though cottons were Matugcr* on 
scarce and dear, he had entered into two contracts, at Foit ment 
St. David, on good terms, the one amounting to eighty thou¬ 
sand, and the other to fifty thousand pagodas, and that the 
Loyal Cooke had been dispatched with a caigo, estimated at 
37 ,950 pagodas, and the Loyal Merchant with a cargo, of the 
value of 59,800 pagodas.^'> 

4 L 2 From 

(l)~*tieWers from President Pitt and Council to the Court of Managers, 12th Septem¬ 
ber, gih October 1706, 31st January, 10th, 14th and I6th February 1706-7.-Ltlters 

from President Pilt and Council to the Court of the Loudon Company, 9th and 2Ut 

September 1706-Letters from President Pitt to the Court of the English Company, 

21st September 1706. 
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JJJ - From the repoit of the Governor and Council at Bencoo- 
i,Ex to the Court of Managers, it appears, that they still con- 
tamed to consider themselves independent of Fort St. George, 

an I 11 Ik-ti- 1 . . 

cooicn, di but, as stated in the preceding article, they had drawn bills on 
tliikjuiitture, 

that Presidency, to a large amount, though those bills had, 
on consultation, been honoured, rather from a sense of duty 
to the Company, than from any approbation of the manner in 
which the money had been laid out:—^this opinion President Pitt 
considered of such force, that lie had sent three persons from 
Fort St. George to be Second, Third, and Fourth of Council 
at Bcncoolen j but the Governor at that station, refused to 
admit them, on which Mr. Glessel returned to Fort St. George, 
while Mr. Wright and Mr. Deane remained, and accepted the 
rank of Junior Members of Council. The Governor described 
York Foit to be nemly completed, and that he had settled a 
Factory at “ Judickett,” to the northw’ard of Bencoolen, and 
.sent a corporal and four Buggesses, for its protection, 
but that lie wa.s in groat need of a supply of slaves for 
labourers ,—^that the pepper plantations, which, in the preceding 
year, he had reported as lately formed, promised to yield a 
large quantity of produce j and that he had dispatched the ship 
Hampshire, fully laden, for Europe.^*) 

T'12 Sittie- The Bengal Piovinccs do not appear, in this season, to 
rrKiri'nBen- have felt the .same apprehensions, respecting the civil wars so 
f'/by long anticipated from the great age of Auningzebe, but to have 

CU'lVtilsIUM . , 

continued 

(I)—Leltcn from the Governor and Council at Bencoolen to the Court of Managers, 
I8th September aud lUb October 1706. 
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continued nearly under the circumstances in which they were CITAP hi. 
described, in the preceding year. An agreement had been made 

Ill Indiri, thun 

with the Duan, for a “ Sunnud,” for liberty of trade, and to ihe oiinr 

sciisof t]ie 

settle a Factory at Cossimbuzar, for which a present of twenty- Companji n 

trade. 

five thousand rupees had been promised, on which he per¬ 
mitted the Company’s “ dusticks,” or passes, to proceed without 
interruption, and, subsequently, had given permission to use 
the mint at Muxadavad, under the usual privileges. 

The only appearance of interruption was the arrival of 
an order from the Mogul, in May, to stop the Dutch trade 
in Bengal; but this had no inllucnce on the proceed¬ 
ings of the United Council, except that of inducing them to 
order additional works, to strengthen Fort William (the garrison 
of which consisted, at this time, of one bundled and twent)- 
five soldiers, of whom forty-six were Europeans, exclusive of 
the gunner and his crew), that the town of Calcutta, (which 
was now regularly built, and the inhabitants and revenues 
increasing,) might be under the protection of the guns. 

On the subject of trade, the United Council reported to the Roinn of 
Court of Managers, that they had paid to the London Company, on 

1 1 -11 !• I ^ Uuntli 

53,215 rupees, and to the English Company, 47,654 rupees, for 
their separate e.xpenccs on the Dead Stock, since the commence¬ 
ment of the Union;—and that it had been found expedient to 
continue the Factory at Patna for another season, and to send 
up seventy thousand rupees, to purchase forty thousand uiaiuul of 
the best saltpetre; and,, likewise, to station two Factoi s at 

Cossimbuzar, 
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CHAP, m . Cossiiiibuzar, with a stock of 43,800 rupees, to resettle that 

I 7 O 6 -7. Factory, under the Duanes protection. 

On the sepa- Tlic account given of the separate interests of the London 

rate interest* 

of the Lon- Company, in substance, was, that the United Council had re- 

don Com¬ 
pany. ceived the bullion by the Tankerville, amounting to ^12,289, 

which sum with the money paid by the United Trade, on account 
of Dead Stock, or 53,215 rupees, and the remains of the proceeds 
of their Europe goods, or 27,659 rupees, had enabled them to 
clear off nearly the whole of the London Company’s debts in 
Bengal;—that they had, also, examined the English Company’s 
account of their expences trf Dead Stock, which, in many par¬ 
ticulars, they had found erroneous, several articles having 
been purchased, on account of merchandize, which had been 
cbtargcd to the account of Dead Stock, and, therefore, on the 
uhole, the interest due by the United Trade, to the London 
Company, amounted, at this period, to 28,033 rupees. 

On the *cpa- The account given of the separate interests of the 

late iiitea..fs 

ot the Ln- English Company was, that the United Council had sold all the 

glish Com- ° r J ^ 

pany. remains of their goods, which amounted to 26,273 rupees, but 
had not been able to recover a rupee from Sir Edward Littleton, 
whose debts now amounted to 227,522 rupees; and had 
received from the United Trade, 41,031 rupees, on account 
of the Dead Stock of the English Company;—that, by 
these means, they had laden on the Frederic, goods, on 
their separate account, estimated at 49,649 rupees, and on 
the Halifax, to the value of 21,483 rupees, which sums 

would 
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would nearly include the whole of their remains, as some lesser 
articles, only, were now to be recovered. I 7 O 6 - 7 . 

The report concluded with the following list of ships and Amount of 
investments, dispatched, on the United Company’s account, this investment 

. • • . •1''* season 

season, vt%. the Frederic, with an investment estimated at 
282,250 rupees; the Tankerville, with 236,333 rupees; the 
Loyal Merchant, with 56,762 rupees; and the Halifax, with 
396,969 rupees. 

Though, in the preceding season, the garrison at Banjar- Report on 

the Settle- 

Massin, and the fortifications, were reported as scarcely equal mcnts and 

trade of Ban- 

to the defence of the place against the Natives, instigated by the jar Massm. 
Chinese to revolt, it appears that the Agent and Council had taken 
the most active measures for its defence, after they had heard 
of the disaster of Pulo-Condore. It is probable, this event induced 
them, (after stating to the Court-, that the inhabitants at the 
English Settlement at Banjar-Massin consisted of one Chief and 
four Members of Council, one Factor, three Writers, one offi¬ 
cer, twenty-five English, three Dutch, and ten Maccassar sol¬ 
diers, nine European artificers, thirty Javanese carpenters, five 
Chinese carpenters, two Chinese bricklayers, seventy labourers, 
thirty slaves, and nine European seamen,} to request a supply of 
one hundred Europeans, as the fortifications-were completing, 

and 

(1)—Letters from the United Council in Bengal to theCourt of Managers, 3lst Decem¬ 
ber 1706, and 24th January Letters from the Separate Council for the London 

Company, in Bengal, to their Court, 1st January 1706-7.—— Letters from the Separate 
Council for the English Company, in Bengal, to fbeir Court, 26ih December 1706, and 
a7th January 1706-7. 
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CHAP 111. and bad been faced with brick, which would require a supply 
37 O 6 - 7 . of biicklayers and carpenters from England ;—that the 
work would, however, take two years to finish it, and they 
hoped the expence would not exceed ^12,000; but a large 
supply of military stores, of every kind, would be wanted. 

As an inducement to persevere in maintaining this Settlement, 
the Agent reported to the Court, that the Island would yield 
pepper, gold, diamonds, dragon’s blood, wax, cloves, bark, 
and canes, propoi tions of which might be profitably exchanged 
for Coast goods, and for China produce, brought annually 
by the junks:—the pepper, however, or the staple article 
for ivhich the Settlement had been formed, could not be 
wholly engrossed by the Company, as the Chinese bought, 
at least, one-third part of it;—that, from the first esta¬ 
blishment, theic had been shipped six thousand and eleven 
tons of pepper, but the sliipping sent out had exceeded the 
quantity of produce which could be collected, for an investment 
in this article :—In the vessels destined for this trade it would 
l>c proper, that the burden of each should n{)t exceed three 
hundred tons, and, perhaps, it would be preferable to have 
them under that size, a^, in that case, they could lay before the 
3'act<»ry, under the protection of the gun.s;—it would be neccs- 
^ary, also, that the ships should arrive, between the months of 
August and March, in each season, which would prevent demo- 
1 jge, and enable the Agent more quickly to dispatch them. <’> 

It 

(1)—I/fltcrs finm (he Agent and Council at Banjar-Maasin, in Borneo, to tlie Court of 
M 11 23d and 2!itli November IjOS, 26ili and Slat January l70b-7. 



£AST-ZNJ>IA COMPANY. 


633 


It is but occasionally that the Company’s records furnish cha p m . 
any information from St. Helena ; that Island, as a Settlement, 1706-7* 

. Capture of 

being under fixed regulations, which were only varied according two of the 

Coropany'g 

to events. In this season, the capture of the Company’s ships »h!pt, by two 

French men 

Queen and Dover, by two French men of war, in St. Helena of war, at 
^ ^ * St. Helena. 

Roads, on the 1st June 1706, was occasioned, in Governor 


Poirier’s opinion, by the captains not having brought their 
vessels sufficiently under the protection of the Fort, and, there- 
fore, he submitted, that instructions should be given to the 
commanders to moor their vessels, in future, within the range 
of the guns. 


(1)—Letter from tho Gorernor and Cooncil of St. Helena to the Court of Managerib 
11th Ai^it lyoe. 


4 M 


VOL. Til. 
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CHAP. in. 

ITof^. 

Betro^pect of 
events, leatl- 
itig, in this 
year, to the 
bompletion 
of the Union 
between the 
two Compa- 

Bl^l. 


1707 - 8 . 


The period was ttow approaching, at which, by the Deed 
of Union of 1^02, the London and English Companies were 
bound to wind up their separate stocks, that 'the whole of 
the East-lndia trade might be merged into that of the United 
Company. By a reference to the preceding Annals it will appear, 
that, at the outset, the Committees of the London Company, 
and the Directors of the English Company, proceeded in their 
respective capacities, rather under the impression of acting for 
their separate interests, than of founding, on the experience of 
tlie one, or on the speculations of the other, a system for an 
United East-lndia trade, in a shorter time, than the Deed had 
prescribed; and, by a like reference, it will appear, that the 
Committees of the London Company, probably from being 
possessed of kiger funds and more experience, were sooner 
disposed to recede from these narrow principles, than the 
Directors of the English Company. 

The events of the few last years have discovered the 
Committees of the London Company nearly winding up their 
separate interests, and,, in their public conduct, as Members of 
the Court of Managers, contributing their aid, and instructing 
their servants abroad, to assist their former opponents, but now 
colleagues, in adjusting their concerns; and have, also, dis* 
covered, that the Directors of the English Company, though. 

publicly 
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publicly acquiescing with the Court of Managers in the same 
principles, were sending private orders to their servants abroad, 
authorizing them to keep alive that opposition, which was cal¬ 
culated to retard, rather than to accelerate, either the winding 
up of their own affairs, or bringing the general interests into a 
state in which the Union could be rendered practicable, or 
efficient. 

At the close of the season we are about to review, A loan ..r 

.... II 

this selfish spirit was laid aside, and those persons employed for the public 

iervict*, re- 

abroad, who had acted from interested or vindictive motives, were from 

the United 

removed from their situations; but this change did not arise so Compan/. 
much from conviction of the impropriety of their conduct, as 
from an event, which, though unconnected with Indian affairs, 
neceMarily brought all opposition to a conclusion. 

The public resources, required to maintain a general war in 
Europe, called tor aids from every Corporation, and, among 
others, from the East-lndia Company. The Earl of Godolphin, at 
this time Lord High Treasurer of Great'-Britain, and Chief Mi¬ 
nister of Finance, required of the East-lndia Companies, a 
loan to the public, of £€1,200,000:—^The recollection of what 
had occurred in 1698, when a loan was offered and accepted 
from the General Society, (subsequently the English East- 
lndia Company,) induced all parties to lay aside their animosities 
and particular interests, and to unite in meeting this public 
demand ; for it was foreseen, that, had the Court of Managers, 

(as the London Company at that time did,) hesitated about the 
sum they were to give, or attempted to make a bargain on 
4 M 2 narrow 
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CHAP. Ill , narrow principles, new mercantile speculators might have arisen, 

l^OT’-S. who would have advanced the money; and that, if the Lon¬ 
don, English, and United Companies, had not been superseded, 
the whole might have had to encounter a new rival, fostered 
and assisted by the Private Merchants, who were again bring¬ 
ing up the impracticable scheme of an open trade, and sup¬ 
porting that scheme, by again describing the regulated 
commerce of the East-India Company as an odious monopoly. 

Sir Nichoiai This opinion was not only probable, but its influence, 

W^aile dis^ ^ ^ ^ 

miuedbythe at this time, is marked, by the acts which appear on 

Court of Ma- ^ 

nageri. the records of the Court of Managers in this season; who, 
instead of encouraging Sir Nicholas Waite in his narrow 
and selfish projects of continuing himself in power, and retain¬ 
ing Sir John Gayer, and the London Company's oldest ,and 
best servants in confinement, dismissed him the service, and 
appointed a new General and Council at Bombay, four of whom 
were to constitute the President and Council at Surat. The 
general instruction given to this Council was, to lay aside 
animosities of every kind, and to exert their best endeavours for 
the liberation of Sir John Gayer and his Council;—and, in 
discharging their duties to the United Company, they were to 
follow such plans iis he should recommend, not only for the 
general interest, but for winding up the interests of the se¬ 
parate Companies. 

, Having traced the source of the events, which were 

ActofParlia- ® 

QuclnAnne) finally to adjust the separate interests of the two 

E Aw^r^of Companies, and which had an immediate effect on the proceed- 

£atl Godol- itiiTR 
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ings and conduct of the Court of Managers, we are prepared chap, tii . 
to review the particulars in the Act, 6th Queen Anne, cap. VJt 17®7"8. 
which passed, ostensibly, for raising the sum of a^l ,200,000 for fendmg’thr 

^ , , privileges of 

the public service, but which, from its provisions, will be found the United 
to comprehend and settle, by an appeal to the Award of the March 2dth 
Earl of Godolphin, all those jarring interests, which had, 
hitherto, divided the attention of the Committees and Directors 
of the two Companies, and, in many instances, placed at 
variance the orders of the Court of Managers, and the sepa¬ 
rate instructions of the Members who composed it. 

The preamble of this Act recited the substance of the Act, 

9tb William III., cap. 44. j or, an Act for raising a sum, not 
** exceeding two millions, upon a fund for payment of annui« 

“ ties, after the rate of eight per cent, per annum, and for 
“ settling the trade to the East-Indies.^* It also recited the 
Charters, or Letters Patent, dated the 3d and 5th September, 

10th William III. (1698), for establishing The General Societi/ 
and The English East-India Compam/, It farther recited the 
Act, 11th William III. (1699), enacting that the London 
Company should remain a Body Corporate and Politic, till the 
redemption of the fund granted by the preceding Act; and also, 
the Indenture Tripartite, dated the 22d July 17^2, between the 
Queen and the London and English Companies; and then pro¬ 
vided, that the English (United) Company, in behalf of them¬ 
selves, and of the London Company, united by the said Indenture 
Tripartite, cr Deed of Union, should advance to the Queen the 
sum of ^1,200,000, as a loan for currying on the war, without 



638 


AKNALS OF TH£ HOTfORABLB 


CHAPni, . 11 ,y additional interest j—^that, to enable the said Company to 
3707 - 8 . raise this sum, they were empowered, by this Act, to borrow 
^1,500,000, on securities, under the Common Seal of the 
English Company, ([then in the hands of the Managers for the 
United Trade,) on account of the United Stock, or Fund ; and 
to call in money from their respective Adventurers, or Proprie¬ 
tors, for the purpose of repaying the said borrowed money, or 
the interest thereof;—that the sum of ^ 1 , 200 , 000 , so advanced, 
should be deemed additional stock of the said Company, and 
exempted from all taxes;—that for the encouragement of 
the English (United) Company, to continue their trade, 
it was enacted hy this Act, that the proviso in the Act, 9th 
William III. (cap. 44.), “ that the English Company should 
** cease and determine, on three years’ notice, after the 29th 
** September 1711» repayment of their capital stock of 

“ two millions,” should be repealed; and that the English 
(United) Company, should, under this Act, continue to be a 
Body Politic and Corporate, till the 25th March 17^6, and then 
should cease and determine, on three years’ notice, and repay¬ 
ment of their capital of aS3,200,000;—that the separate stock 
of the General Society, amounting to a67>200, should, by this 
Act, be confirmed, with all its privileges of trade; but 
that it should be lawful for the English (United) Company, 
on giving three years’ notice of their intention, after the 
29th September 171I> to pay off the said separate stock, which 
should, after that period, be incorporated in the stock of the 
English (United) Company:—and, in order to a complete 

Union 
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Union between the London and English Companies, it was 
enacted, that all matters, still in diflerence between them, should, l/W 
by desire of both Companies, he submitted to the Award of 
Sidney, Earl of Godolphin, Lord High Treasurer of Great- 
Britain ; such Award, under his Lordship’s hand and seal, to be 
binding and conclusive on both Companies, and to be completed, 
on or before the 29 th September JT’OS, after which the London 
Company were to surrender their Charters, and the English 
Company assume the name of The United Company of Mer¬ 
chants OP England trading to the East-Indies ; and 
the persons who, at the time of the said surrender, might be 
Managers of the United Trade, were to be the Directors of the 
United Company, till the next election.<^> 

From the events which had occurred in the Courts of both Explanation 

of the pro- 

Companies, at home and at their foreign stations, since their vDionsmthis 

Act, relating 

aflbirs were, in general, vested in the Court of Managers, and 

^ ^ ° tional capital 

since the separate interests were winding up, by the respective 
Agents of the London and English Companies abroad, it became 

® w a ^ assigned for 

evident, not only to the Directors and Proprietors, but to the 
Legislature, that the authority of the State was required to be 
interposed, at this juncture, to accomplish that Union, which 
oppo»iiig interests had so long retarded; and that this end could 

be 

(l)—Russel's India Acts. Anne, cap. IJ, page 46) 

Ab/e—By ibe Act, 10th Anne, cap 29, the Corporate capacity of the United Com¬ 
pany IS confirmed as perpetual, aa, by thif Act, it is expressly stated, that only the annuity, or 
yearly fnnd of .£160,000, should, cin threo years' notice after the 2Sth March 1/33, and on 
repayment of the loans of j£ 3,200,000, cease and determine, but not ” tin* Corporations 
'• erected in pursuance of former Acts, or the benefits of trade granted bj them, or by any 
" Chartecs made in pursuance thereof." 
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CHAP, III. 

iTofTs. 


Mr. Aislabie 
appointed by 
the Court of 
Man-igers to 
be General at 
Bombay, and 
a new Presi¬ 
dent and 
Council no. 
minatcd fcr 
Surat. 


be only efiected, by vesting Lord Godolphin with powers to 
decide, ultimately, for all the parties concerned, and to declare, 
in the Act, that his decisimi should be final. 

From the provisions in the Act, it next appears, that the 
stock, or funds, of the United Company, were enlarged and 
improved, notwithstanding the rate of interest, (eight per 
cent.) on the two millions advanced to Government by the Ge¬ 
neral Society, and the English Company, was reduced to five per 
cent.; because the stock, or funds of the Company, were now 
encreased to ^3,200,000 } and the sum of ^160,000, wtiicb 
had been originally assigned by the Act of 1698, for the pay¬ 
ment of interest, at eight per cent., from certain duties on salt, 
parchment, &c. was continued as a separate fund, applicable 
to the payment of interest by the Public, on the loans of the 
Company to Government, of aS3,200,000, which thus reduced 
the rate of interest to five per cent. 

From the preceding events, and from the Act, it also appears, 
that all the grants to the London Company, and the Charter to 
the English Company, proceeding on the Act of 1698, were oon-> 
firmed to the United Company; and, at the same time, the 
important explanation is introduced, that the exclusive privileges 
of trade were to extend to the year 12^26. i ' 

It will, therefore, be interesting to look at the measures 
which,. in this state of affairs, the' ManSgers of the United 
IVade, Rpd the CommiUees of the London, and the Directors 
of Ibe Ei^Ksh Companies, adopted^ 4o prepace«their foreign 
Settleivents for the Award of Iiord Godolphin, which, it had 

been 
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been enacted, should be completed before the 29th September 

170s. 1707-8. 

The Court of Managers, under the circumstances which 
have been described, appointed a new General and Council at 
Bombay: —Mr. Aislabie, formerly in the London Company’s 
service, was nominated to be General; Mr. Proby, Second in 
Council; Mr. Bendall, Third; Mr. Goodshaw, Fourth; Mr. 

Wyche, Fifth; Mr. Mildmay, Sixth; Mr. Boone, Seventh; 
and Mr. Oakley, Eighth; with orders to select four of them¬ 
selves to be President and Council at Surat, and such number 
of Factors and Writers, as they might think the service would 
require. 

On intimating this appointment to Mr. Aislabie, they 
desired that all former animosities might be laid aside, and 
explained to him, that the final settlement of the United Trade, 
at the desire of the Joint Committees of both Companies, had, 
by Act of Parliament, been confided to the Award of Lord 
Treasurer Godolphin. The Court of the London Company 
notified to Sir John Gayer, that Sir Nicholas Waite had been 
dismissed the service of the United Company;—lamented his 
long confinement at Surat, and informed him that Mr. Aislabie, 
who had been appointed General at Bombay, at their recom¬ 
mendation, had, with his Council, received the most positive 
orders.to use every efibrt for his liberation;—that, therefore, 
they expected he would affi)rd his best advice to Mr. Aislabie, 
in winding up whatever related to their separate afi^rs, who 
voh. lu. 4 N also 
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also had received orders to pay attention to such advice as he 
1707 - 8 . might afford him on that subject. 

The Court of the English Company softened, as much as 
they could, to Sir Nicholas Waite, the event of his dismission, 
by informing him, that the Court of Managers had thought fit 
to ** discontinue ** him from being General at Bombay; but, 
they retained, even in this last communication to him, a portion 
of that narrow policy, by which they had been guided; for 
instead of thanking him, in general terms, for his services, they 
explained those services to have consisted in preserving their (the 
English Company’s) affairs from being ‘‘ embroiled ** with those 
of the London Company, and desired him to deliver whatever 
might remain of their property to the General and Council 
at Bombay;—they, likeivise, required Mr. Proby and Mr. 
Bonnell to deliver all their papers and books to the new Gene¬ 
ral, having requested him to act impartially, in adjusting and 
winding up their interests, and to invest the remains in fine 
book-doreea muslins, coffee, and indigo:—^they, farther, re¬ 
commended their separate affairs to Mr. Proby, who had been 
nominated Second in Council at Bombay, at their particular 
request. ('J 

General and The orders of the Court of Managers to President Pitt, at 

•eparate in- 

•truciions to Pqrt St. Georob, Were a continuation, only, of those of the 

President 

Put, on the preceding 

(])_Letters from the Court of the London Company to Sir John Gayer at Surat, and 

Mr. AlJabie at Bombay, 20th April 1708.- Letters from the Court of the English 

CoMpany to Sir Nicholas Waite and Mr, Aiilabie at Bombay, and Mr. Probjr and Mr. Bon. 
nell at Surat, 20th April lyOS. 
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preceding year. Having sent him, on the sliips of the season, ui . 

destined for the-Coast, the sum of ^^100,000, they directed, 17^7 "8. 

Company’s 

that it .should he applied to pay off all the debts due by the interests on 

* * ^ 'the Coast of 

United Trade, to the London Company, either on the Coast, or Coromandel 
in Bengal. 

The separate orders of the London Company, to Piesident 
Pitt, were equally concise, for though they expressed a disappoint^ 
ment, that the goods which had come in the ships of the last sea¬ 
son, on their separate account, had not been more considerable, 
they continued their affairs under his direction ; suggesting, that 
whatever remains of goods or effects they might have on the 
Coast, should be remitted to Bengal, to be invested in the finest 
muslins, and that whatever could be recovered from Anqua’s 
debt (should the proceeds of both not be equal to the discharge 
of their debts in Bengal) might be applied to the same purpose; 
but, if insufficient to liquidate the whole, he was to draw bills 
for the amount on their Court. 

On the relation between the Coast and Bcncoolen, there 
appears, this season, no specific instructions. 

As in the preceding branch of their business, the Court of General and 

* > separate iii- 

Managers, this season, repeated to the United Council ot Ben- 
PAL, the same general orders as given last year. Bengal' 

The. separate orders of the London Company discover, that 
they still continued their interest in Bengal, under the con¬ 
trol of President Pitt, who had been directed to remit to Ben- 
4 N 2 gal 

(1)—Letters from the Court of the London Conpao/ to the President end Council of 
Fort St. George, l6th April 17O8. 
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chap Tir . gal the surplus of their property on the Coast, with money 
170 ^- 8 . to discharge their debts, and that whatever might remain 
should be invested in fine muslins, but he was not to admit any 
part of the English Company’s property, as Dead Stock, which 
actually constituted merchandize:—^farther, as the Court of Ma¬ 
nagers had resettled the Factory at Cossimbuzar, it was expected 
the Agent entrusted with winding up the London Compa¬ 
ny’s affairs, would avail himself of this opportunity, to recover 
the old debt due to them at that station. 

In the separate orders of the English Company, their Court 
desired that every effort should be used to bring Sir Edward Lit¬ 
tleton to account, in which their former servants would receive, 
under the orders of the Court of Managers, the assistance of the 
United Council. As a considerable stock would remain to them 
in Borneo, it was to be remitted to Bengal, as an additional 
fund, to be invested in mulmull and doreea muslins. <*> 

Final instruc- The instructions of the Court of Directors of the English 

EngiishCom- Company to the Agent and Council at Banjar-Massin, in the 
Agent and Island of BoRXEO, are described to be final; as all orders, in 
Banjar-Ma». future, from the approaching Award of Lord Godolphin, could 
neo. only come from the United Company; expedition, therefore, and 
care in fulfilling these, their last instructions, would be required. 
As the remaining stock of the English Company, in Borneo, 
amounted to 167,490 dollars, the Agent and Council vfere 

required 

(1)—Letter from the Court of the London Company to their Separate Council in 
Bengal, l6ih April lyos.—— Leltert from the Court of the English Company to their 
Separate Council in Bengal, 8th October If 07 , and iCth April 17O8. 
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required to invest such proportion of this sum in pepper, as would chap, ui. 
not interfere with, or do prejudice to the United Trade in that I 707 - 8 . 
article, and to transfer the remainder to their Agents in Bengal; 
explaining, that if this could not be effected in silver, they were 
to endeavour to get it changed for gold, and to purchase, with 
whatever debts they might recover, pepper, wax, teas, or any 
other commodities the country would afford, as a channel of 
remittance. 

It is remarkable, in these final instructions, that the Court, 
instead of ordering their investments to be sent on board the 
ships of the United Company, preferred their being put on board a 
Separate Stock ship, (that is, the small outstanding stock of the 
General Society) and, in fact, engaged one, the Mermaid Gal¬ 
ley, for this service, on which the whole remains, either in goods 
or money, belonging to the English Company, were to be 
shipped, and consigned to the Council in Bengal. 

This circumstance proves the existence of a distinct trade 
on the Separate Stock; and yet all writers on the subject either 
reject this fact, or hold it to be doubtful;—^the existence of this 
stock is, however, established by the Act, 6th Queen Anne, 
cap. 17 , which declares the Separ^e Stock to be a distinct 
branch of East-lndia trade, till it should come, by purchase, 
into the stock of the United Company, at the expiration of three 
years. 

The 

(l)—Letter* from the Court of the Englith Company to the Agent and Council .it 
Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, 25th June, 8th October 170^, and l6th April 1708 
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Tlic CTcnts in Hinclostan, at the death of Aurungzebe, 
though they cannot be connected in a series, from the documents 
preserved among tlie Company’s records, may be appreciated from 
the cflect which they had on the safety and trade of the difierent 
Presidencies; and as the detail is founded on the authority of 
persons interested in the recital, both from a sense of safety and 
of duty, it will furnish facts, by which we can form an opinion 
of the consequences of tlic eleath of Aurungzebe, on the Mogul 
Empire. 

In this season, therefore, we must continue the arrange¬ 
ment observed in the two preceding years, respecting the foreign 
transactions of the Company’s servants, at each of their Presi¬ 
dencies ; that is, the events which more immediately affected the 
countries in which the seats of their trade were situated, both 
with respect to safety and commerce, and the measures of the 
European Companies, struggling to preserve their privileges, 
amid these general political convulsions;—we can, tlms, discover 
the sources of tlie first eflbrts of the servants of the United 
Company, to uplmld the privileges and trade of their predecessors, 
and to wind up, and bring into one concern, the remains of tlm 
London and English Companies. 

! At the close of the preceding season, the death of Aurung- 
i zebc was generally known, with the result of the first wars for 

the 
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the succession,—the victory, at Agra, of the army of Shah n| - 

Aulum,—and the death of Sultan Azein and his sons,— I 707 - 8 . 
and the accession of Sliah Aulum to the Mogul throne, by indm. 
the title of Bahader Shah. By these events, the Mogul Em¬ 
pire was, for a time, divided between Bahader Shah, the eldest 
son of Aurungzebe, who occupied and commanded the Central 
provinces, and Khan Buksh, the third son, who remained in 
the Dccan, with that portion of the army which had been sta¬ 
tioned in that favourite theatre of Aurungzefje’s conquests. 

On the authority of the letters of the different Presidencies, 
wc discover, that Khan Buksh had availed himself of the will 
of the late Emperor, and was assuming the government of 
that portion of it, which it was understood, in India, had been 
assigned to him :—in these provinces he took the title of King 
of India, or King of Visiapore and Golcondalu From the Bom¬ 
bay and Surat dispatches we learn, that, notwithstanding 
the victory of Agra, Buliader Shah continued in the field with 
his army, confirming and consolidating his power at Delhi, but 
left the Western provinces, in the vicinity of Surat and Bombay, 

(where he had no competitor,) to the administration of the 
officers who had been stationed in them by the late Emperor, 
without, however, supportingrtheni by a military force, to keep 
in check the incursions, or conquests, of the Hindoo or Mahratta 
States. 

The Hindoo Chiefs* had, for a long time, been preparing armies put mis pp- 
to assert their independence, when the power and authority of Au- ^ 'hrauji,, .n 
rungzebe should be dissolved, or when the civil wars for the succes- 

_ lilaiy blous, 


sion 
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CHAP III , sion should divert the Mogul forces^ which, during the adminis- 

1707 - 8 . trutionof the late Emperor, might have been brought to repel 

to (lie Ge- 

ncrdi ai Bom- tlicir incursions, or to crush their rising power. These events 

biy and Pro- ^ ^ ® 

■idciicy ot explain the circumstances which more particularly afifected the 

Surat, pre- ‘ ' 

paraiiiry to a European trade at Surat, the safety of Bombay, and the Factories 

general war * ^ ^ 

agaiu-i (lie on the Malabar Coast, connected with the countries which more 

Mogul Lm- 

immediately formed a part of the Mabratta dominions. 

This powerful people, it appears, though hitherto kept 
in check by the impressions which they had felt of the talents 
and energy of Aurungzebe, and though prepared to act on 
the first information of his death, paused, when that event 
actually took place, in entering on the war which they had 
meditated : a feeling which has often occurred, in every part of 
the world, on the death of a great and wise Sovereign, because 
the memory of his character upholds his Empire, till the weakness 
of his successors convinces neighbouring nations, that neither 
the force, nor the wisdom, with which he had supported bis 
authority, remained to oppose them:—Surat, for this reason, was 
described, immediately after the death of Aurungzebe, and during 
the first war for the succession, to have continued quiet and 
undisturbed, and the Mahrattas, under the ** Sow-Rajah ” 
(Sahojee), a prince whose talents and wisdom were equal to those 
of his predecessors, Sevagee and Sambajee, to be rather preparing 
for, tlian entering on hostilities against the Mogul. At this 
juncture, Sahojee addressed a letter to the General at Bombay, 
requesting a supply of arms, ammunition, European soldiers, 
and money:—^The actual situation of the Mahratta frontiers, 

inlan d 
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inland and maritime, accounts for this suspension of action, and chap hi . 
for the provident measures which this cautious Chief adopted, I 7 O/- 8 , 
to consolidate his own power, before he should proceed to actual 
hostilities against the Mogul Empire. 

Sahojee, on the one hand, was aware, Amt the Mogul 
army still remained in the Dccan, and that Khan Buksh had 
proclaimed himself King of Visiapore, or Bisnagur, (that is, 
of the countries which Auiningzebe had conquered, and had 
proposed to form into a large Soubah, which, by its situation, 
would keep in check the Hindoo Powers, and prevent their in¬ 
cursions, either into the interior provinces, or into the Carnatic;) 
and, on the other hand, he had observed, that bis conquests on 
the Malabar Coast might be checked, by the depredations and 
force of the Arab fleets from Muscat. 

The Arab fleets, which had, hitherto, only appeared as Piru naval 
cruisers, overpowering the trade on the Malabar Coast, were now SS by Co¬ 
adopting a more regular system of naval war, for they had obtain- |riab, on the 
cd from the King of Pegu, permission to build ships at the ports Coa«. 
in his country, and had spread their fleets over the seas 
which surround the Peninsula of India: already some of their 
ships carried from thirty to fifty guns, and they had made 
descents on several towns on the Malabar Coast, both to obtain 
plunder and a fixed station, from which they might annoy the 
trade, or with their collected fleets, resist the Mogul, or Mah- 
ratta fleets, or the more powerful vessels of the European na¬ 
tions. 

4 O 
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C HAP. Ill Tlie Mabrattas, on this occasion, equipped a fleet of sixty 
1707 - 8 . vessels, between Bombay and Goa, which acted not only 
with the view of repelling the Arab fleets, but as pirates against 
all defenceless vessels; while Conajec Angria, a Mahratta Chief, 
had, at this time, a fleet of considerable force, which had ])iracy 
for its only object, and though occupying a port in the Mahratta 
countr}', and, therefore, deemed hostile to the Moguls, yet, like 
all Indian chiefs, kept his own power distinct, though he ac¬ 
knowledged a kind of political relation with the sovereignty with 
which his ports were connected. 

Impiiiitic In a situation so critical, with respect to the Native Powers, 

conduct of 

ots^Nicbo- we might have expected unanimity between Sir Nicholas Waite, 
»*h*the'pre ^ General at Bombay, and the Company’s Agents and Council, 
•idency of at Surat, but discover only reciprocal animosities. Sir Nicho¬ 
las Waite accused them of acting independently of his authority, 
and of assuming the title of President and Council of Surat, 
of refusing to send him copies of their books and consultations, 
and preventing the trade being brought from that port to Bom¬ 
bay; and the Agents justified themselves, from the necessity 
of such measures, because be had not only .sent them no 
stock from Bombay,^ but no instructions which it was prac¬ 
ticable for .them to execute, and, therefore, to preserve the 
Factory apd trade, they had been obliged to contract debts, on 
the United Company’s account, to the amount, this season, of 
48,000 rupees. 

With such an opposing administration, it is not surprising 
to find, that the separate interests of the London and English 

Companies 
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Companies were not even hinted at, or Sir John Gayer's con- iir . 

(ineincnt at Surat mentioned ; and it is, also, not surprising, that 17^)7 
any application for a Phirmaund was impracticable, more parti¬ 
cularly with the example of the Dutch before them, who, 
though supported by the appearance of force, had hitherto 
been unable to obtain that Phirmaund, the granting of which 
was among their stipulations in their treaty with the Governor 
of Surat; and that the amount of the investments, this season, 
do not appear on record. 

To cover these defects, the arrangements respecting the 
revenue, and the request of an additional force for the defence 
of the Island of Bombay, formed the principal subject of Sir 
Nicholas Waite’s report: he stated, that the arrack farms 
had been placed in the liands of Agents, who were to manage 
them, because, when put up to sale, no person offered to 
take them;—that the same method had been adopted with the 
tobacco farms, by which a gain bad been made, this season, 

<if 22,.'1‘28 xerapliins;—that the Out-factories had, this year, 
been unproductive, no pepper having been obtained at Carw.ir, 
from the confusion in the country, occasioned by a war between 
the Zainorin, and the King of Cochin;—^that though the Compa¬ 
ny had been ofiered the cession of the fort of Cranganore, at which 
the Dutch were engrossing the pepper to the southward, the 
state of the force at Bombay was such, that he could not accept 
of it, as he had not soldiers to garrison the placethat the 
garrison at Bombay had been weakened by death, and frem not 
having received recruits, or stores, of any kind;—and that a 
4 0 2 teiiiforccmeiit 
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reinforcement of forty gunners would be required, to form an 
1707 - 8 . Artillery company for the castle, and either a supply of seamen, 
or powers to impress them from the ships, with proper officers, 
military and naval, to command them. 0) 

Agent l-ock’s When the situation of the Company’s general and particu- 
leparate" In! ^^r interests at Bombay, at the time when it was the duty of Sir 
^ Nicholas Waite to bring them into a state to be assigned to the 
Pcrsir”^* United Company,without being clogged with arrears, is contrasted 
with the situation of their affairs in Persia, (an Agency dependent 
on Bombay,) it will afford an additional proof of his misconduct. 
On the relative circumstances of the Agent and Council in 
Persia, with respect to the government, it is stated, that the 
captures by the Arab and Mahratta pirates bad been so nume¬ 
rous (the Diamond, a Vessel from Bombay to Gombroon, hav¬ 
ing been taken on her voyage, in the month of February) that 
the King of Persia proposed to send Mirza Nazir, a mer¬ 
chant, to Bombay, and a nobleman, as his Ambassador, 
to Batavia, to solicit naval aid against the pirates. It was 
of importance to prevent the first plan, because Bombay 
was not in a situation to receive an Envoy, either by 
the appearance of its strength, or by having disposable ship¬ 
ping for the service solicited; and of equal importance to 
prevent the second plan, because it might afford, if complied 
with, a preference to the Dutch in the Persian market ; and, 
therefore, it only remained with the Agent to promise, as soon 

as 

(l)->Letteri from the General and Council at Bombay to the Court of Manageri, 27th 
September, '261b November 1707, andZStb March 17O8. 
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as the war in Europe should cease, that a sufficient naval force 
would be sent to destroy the pirates. 1707 - 8 . 

Under these circumstances, the Agent made considerable 
exertions, in the years 1706-7 and If 07 - 8 , to recover the debts 
due to the London Company. In the former year he had received 
the greatest part of the arrears of customs, due at the time of 
the Union, or July 1702, which should be consigned to Sir John 
Gayer and Council at Surat ; but not having been able to 
dispose of their cloth at Ispahan, except at a loss, he had sent 
it, with four thousand sequins due by the Banians, to the 
same consignment, though he was doubtful, whether the 
thousand tomands, so long in dispute, or the debts at Tauris, 
could be recovered. 

In February IfOf-S, however. Agent Lock congratulated 
the London Company, on having, at last, brought their separate 
affairs to a conclusion, as he had recovered the whole of the ar¬ 
rears of customs due to them, up to 22d July 1702, amounting 
to 2,306 tomands, and also their other separate debts, and con¬ 
signed them to Sir John Gayer, at Surat, with the exception 
of those at Tauris, and the thousand tomands, which had been 
entered on the United Company’s books, as Bad Debts, and thus 
had wound up the separate interests of the London Company, 
in Pbrsia, in which they had no longer any books or accounts 
remaining. 

The 

( 1 )—Letter from the General and Coancil of Bombay to the Agent and Council in 
Penm, 12 th May 1707.—— Letters from the Agent and Council at Ispahan to the Court 
of the London Company, 25 th and 30 th July 1707, and l 6 th February 1707-8. 
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chap^i. The events which marked the first year of the civil war for 
1707 - 8 . the succession to the throne of the Mogul, and the degree in 
Pm’s mte- which they affected the provinces of that Empire, in the more 
port/on the immediate vicinity of Delhi, have, (as far as they could be 

political si¬ 
tuation oHhe collected from the Company’s records, regarding Surat and 

er in the De- Bombay,) been referred to, in the first article of the foreign 
can and Car- . . . . 

iiatic transactions of this season ; and, as the evidence was given 

by persons who were in a situation to relate what they had 
observed, and whose safety and duties were affected by them, 
the authenticity of the detail is unquestionable. We have, next, to 
collect from similar sources, those transactions, which were more 
immediately under the notice, or affected the trade and safety of 
the Company’s establishments, on the Coromandll Coast, 
which rest on the authority of Pi-esideut Pitt, whose talents 
and probity, in ihe whole of his administration, raised him 
above the rank of any of his predecessors or contemporaries. 

After the battle of Agra, President Pitt stated, that Shah 
Aulum, or Bahader Shah, had been recognized as Mogul, in 
the Central provinces of the Empire, and had continued in 
them, confirming or consolidating his power; but had left the 
Western provinces, with which Bombay and Surat were con¬ 
nected, to the precarious defence of the officers to whom 
Aaningzebe had entrusted them;—^that the Mahrattas, instead 
of profiting from the circumstances in those countries, either by 
uicursious or by conquests, had rather paused in acting, and 
were preparing for a more regular war, by seeking supplies from 


the 
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the European Factories, of arms and ammunition, and the aid c hap iir < 
of European soldiers, to assist in disciplining his army, and in 17^7 
the management of that artillery, of which Sahojee appears, even 
at this early time, to have anticipated the importance. 

In the Decan, from the report of the preceding year, it 
appeared, that Khan Buksh remained at the head of the 
army Avhich Aurungzebe commanded at the time of his death, 
and, instead of setting up for the throne of Delhi, was rather 
availing himself of that division of the Empire, which had been 
assigned to him by the will of his father, than talcing measures 
for asserting his claim to the throne, or for preserving the 
integrity of the Mogul dominions j—and that his object 
seemed to be the founding of an independent sovereignty 
in the Decan, to be extended from Visiapore, over the pro¬ 
vinces bordering, on the one hand, on the Mahratta posses¬ 
sions, and, on the other, over the countries which stretch from 
this capital to the Carnatic, and include its Southernprovinces. 

In this situation, the lesser Princes, or Nabobs, were uncertain 
what line of conduct they should pursue, for they had received 
no orders from Delhi, requiring the declaration of their obe¬ 
dience to Bahader Shah, and were afraid, from the vicinity of 
KhawBuksh’s army, either to refuse submission to him, or to 
recognize his sovereignty. 

The Nabob,' who commanded in the provinces in the vicinity 
of Madras, assembiedy what, in modern times, would be called 
an Army of Observation, partly to overawe the provinces, and 

partly 
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chap III- partly to resist the pretensions of Khan Buksh, till such time as 
1707 - 8 * he should receive orders from Delhi for his conduct, or till he 
should discover whether Bahader Shah acquiesced in the posses* 
slon of Visiapore, and its dependencies, by his brother. This ap¬ 
pearance of force so far influenced the measures of Khan Buksh, 
that he sent a considerable army into the Carnatic, under his 
son, to require that the Nabob should either declare his allc- 
^ance to his sovereignty, or act in open hostility against him. 

President Pitt described these armies to be large, and ap¬ 
proaching each other, but that, before coming to action, each, 
probably afraid of the isstfe, had agreed to an armistice, for four 
months ‘and that the Nabob had given a large bribe to Khan 
Buksh, to withdraw his army, and retired with his own, from 
the vicinity of the English Settlements. 

On the part of Khan Buksh, this hostility appeared to have 
been a measure of precaution only, for no sooner was the 
Nabob's army withdrawn, than that of the Sultan marched into 
his country, and in so menacing an attitude, that President Pitt 
took the best means he could, for the defence of Fort St. 
George, and intimated to the Court, the necessity of warding off 
the attack, by making a large present to this Sultan. 

One circumstance stron^y marks the uncertainty, at this 
juncture, of who, ultimately, would become the possessor of 
the Mogul throne. In Bengal, the sovereignty of Bahader Shah 
had been generally i*ccognized, but, from the preUeding events, 
it was doubtful, whether, in the Decan, that of Khan Buksh 
might not ultimately prevail; for the Bengal Council sent to 

Madras 
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Madras, a rupee coined by Bahader Shah, (or Shah Aulum,) and 
desired that all rupees coined at the Fort, for Bengal, might be l/Oy-S. 
conformable to this specimen, as such coin, only, would be re¬ 
ceived, or pass in Bengal, whereas, at the Fort, those rupees 
could not be circulated, for fear, as President Pitt expresses 
it, of giving oficnce to Khan Buksh, the apparent King. 

The situation, thus, of President Pitt and his G)uncil, as Embarrassed 

situation ot 

far as regarded the Mogul and Native Powers, was delicate and Madras, 
perilous, and not less so at Madras itself, from the disputes tween parti- 

* ^ cular Casts of 

which had arisen between the two principal Casts of Natives, jtsNatitein- 
inhabiting the Black Town, one of which he described by the 
name of the Right Hand^ and the other, the LiS/t Hand Cast ; 
the former principally comprehending the boatmen, washermen, 
fishermen, barbers, and other servauts; the latter, merchants, 
carpenters, blacksmiths, goldsmiths, oilmen, and shoemakers:— 
each threatened to leave the place, unless a superiority was assign¬ 
ed tliera over the other, and to retiie to St. Thom6, or to the 
Dutch Settlements, which were dispe^ed to receive them, from the 
expectation of revenue arising from their industry. The President, 
though he endeavoured to place them in separate quarters of the 
town, and set up stone pillars, to prevent their interferences 
with each otlter, yet was not able to stop the partial desertions 
of the RiglU~Hand Cast from the place, and was obliged, by 
conciliatory means, to pay attention to their prejudices, tlmt he 
might preserve useful inhabitants, on whom the trade and 
revenues d^>ended. 

4 P 
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CHAPjrn. With dangers, therefore, from external enemies, and from 

1707 - 8 . internal disputes, it required energy and wisdom, to preserve the 

—and from ^ 

the power of Settlement, at a time when the trade of the port was exposed 

the Arab ^ r r 

fltetj, to the depredations of the Arab pirates, who, in this, and the 
preceding season, had taken ships and goods belonging to the 
Madras merchants, to the value of two lacks of pagodas. These 
events prepare us for the inference which President Pitt drew 
from them, or that, since the Mogul’s death, there appeared only 
plundering parties from the different armies, and that it had 
been impracticable to carry on inland trade, or collect invest¬ 
ments ; and not less so, from the great strength of the Arab 
cruisers, to maintain a trade at sea, as the country vessels did 
notda re to leave their ports. 

Having given this view of the political and commercial 
circumstances of the Coast of Coromandel, it is surprising to 
find, that any means could hare been devised, for providing 
an investment ^ and yet it appears, that a contract had been 
made at Fort St. David’s, for Coast goods, to the amount of 
eighty thousand pagodas, vrith discretionary powers to increase the 
purchases to thirty or forty thousand pagodas more, if the goods 
could be procured. These contracts, however, are rather to be 
viewed as measures for preserving the trade, by keeping up the 
demand on the Industry of the Natives, than as obligations 
which, from their character, they would fulfill. “ When the 
« Europeans,*” President Pitt observed, “ first settled in India, 
they were mightily admired by the Natives, believing they 
** were as innocent as themselves; but since, by their example. 
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« tBey are grown very crafty and'cautious, and no people better c hap h i. 
“ understand their own interest, so that it was easier to efiect 1707 "®* 
‘‘ that in one year, which you sha’nt do now in a century, 
and the more obliging your management, the more jealous they 
“ arc of you.” 

The resources for tlie investments, under all these circum- The rerenuei 

' of Madras de- 

stances, were, therefore, chiefly to be expected from England, be- 
cause the revenues had been affocted by the stagnation of trade; 
and none could be drawn from Vizagapatam, as it was a place 
rented of the Nabob, while those of Madras were diminished by 
the vicinity of St. Thoni^, which it would be expedient to rent or 
purchase, (whatever it might cost,) to remove neighbours, ready 
to take advantage of the prejudices, or the interests of the Natives. 

The resources, this season, were also aflTected, by the large Mea«ure« 

. , ,, 1 TT • 1 ^ 1" • 1 1 President 

payment required trom the United Company, to liquidate the Pitt, to wmd 

. up the sepa- 

claims of the London and English Companies; payments which rate interests 
. of the I^ii- 

had been retarded, by the obstinacy and ignorance of the don Compa- 
Council, though President Pitt determined, against all op- 
position, to bring these separate concerns to a close;—he, 
therefore, submitted, that men should be appointed, qualified to 
act as Members of Council; ** for though there were two Chairs 
then vacant in Councill, they were just as useful, as the 
persons who lately filled tliem.” Under these difficulties, he, 
however, had dispatched the ship Duchess to England, with an 
investment, estimated at 95,410 pagodas 

On the separate aifiiirs of the London Company, President ..and of tiie 
Pitt reported, that he had i-ecovcred 5,100 pagodas, due to Company 
4 P 2 them 
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them by the Native Merchants, and had demanded, and rc- 
teivcd from the United Company, the sum of 23,9/7 pagodas, 
due, by them, to the London Company, which he had remitted to 
Bengal, and made applicable to the payment of their debts at 
that Presidency, amounting to 164,449 rupeesthat he had 
sent home goods, on their separate account, to the value of 
7,782 pagodas; and that there were still due to them, from the 
Native Merchants, about twenty thousand pagodas, of whicli 
he had received three thousand, and was in expectation of 
recovering five thousand more, but that the remainder must be 
inevitably lost. 

On the separate alEiirs of the English Company, President 
Pitt reported, that he had endeavoured to put otF the claims of 
the Native Merchants, who were very clamorous for payment, ’till 
the arrival of the next shipping, it being impossible to take up 
money at interest on the English Company’s credit; and, there¬ 
fore, though he had received all their accounts, relative to Ma- 
sulipatain and Madapcdlam, it would be expedient for them 
to send money, or English broad-cloth, to pay <df tlieir debts on 
the Coast of Coromandel. 

It would still appear, even in this season, that the Agent 
and Council at B£ncook.£N had continued to rely for re¬ 
sources, as well as protection, on the Presidency of Fort St. 
George j for they drew, in this year, bills on the Fort, to the 
amount of 54,730 dollars, which, on account of winding up 
the general interests on the Coromandel Coast, had been re¬ 
turned protested ; but a vessel bad been sent with saltpetre and 

bale 
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bale goods, to obtain a return of pepper from A^at; settle- chapjih 
ment, and twenty-four Topasses, as a'xeinfpreemept to the 1707-8. 
garrison. President Pitt, in concluding this subject, expressed 
his apprehensions, that Bencoolen was in a perilous situation, 
and wished it might not meet the fate of Banjar-Massin, which 
will be described in the sequel.(*> 

The Bengal Provinces, at this juncture, were neither ex- Report of the 

United 

posed to invasions by the Malirattas, nor to the movements of the Council at 

Calcutta, on 

Mogul armies, because the countries between the seat of Empire, poimcai 

° situation ot 

and the Ganges, acknowledged the sovereignty ofBuhader Shall. 

From the Company’s records it appears, that though the right ^ 

of this sovereign was acknowledged in the Central provinces, ^"^tTogiu' 
the Europeans doubted of the permanency of his power, for 
they suspended the giving of bribes to liis officers, for grants 
of trade, and did not place any reliance on their protection of 
the Out-factories. 

The United Council, therefore, adopted measures of pre¬ 
caution, only; for they withdrew the Factories from Cossimbuzar, 
and from Patna, and ordered all the English down to Calcutta, 
that neither the Company’s servants, nor their property, might 
be exposed to the depredations which always attend civil com¬ 
motions. 


( 1 )—Letter* from Pretident Pitt and Council at Fort St George to the Court of Ma¬ 
nagers of the United Company, lOtb October, 22 d December 170^, and 22 d January 1707*8. 

- Letters from President Pat to the Court of the London Company, 6 th December 

1707, and 22d January 1707 8.-Letters from ft-esident Pitt, Mr. Fraser, and Mr Ra- 

worth, to the Court of the English Company, 6U1 and Igih December, I 3 ih and 22d 
January 1707-8. 
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CHAP. Ill , motions. , On this occasion, therefore, they deemed it prudent 
1707 to withhold the thirty thousand rupees, which they had 
proipised the Duan for his ** Sunnud,” till such time as 
the Government sliould be settled, when they would, according 
to circumstances, take the best method in their power to obtain 
grants, or Phirmaunds, from the new Sovereign. 

The only change which appears to have been made, at 
this crisis, was, that the Duan, with whom the United Council 
had been negotiating for a Sunnud,” was raised,, by the new 
Emperor, to the rank of Nabob of Orixa. This event rendered 
precaution still more necessary, till it should be ascertained, wlio 
was the person who might succeed him as Duan, or what views 
this new officer might have, in protecting, or in oppressing, the 
European Companies: —in the mean time, as the authority of 
Bahader Sliah seemed to be acknowledged, the United Council 
(as mentioned in the Madras transactions) sent a specimen of 
the new Emperor’s rupees to Madras, with a recommendation, 
that the silver coined there, for the Factories in Bengal, might 
resemble it, and not give offence to the Native Officers, adminis¬ 
tering the government in the name of Bahader Shah. Under 
such circumstances, the United Council submitted to the Couit 
of Managers, the necessity of strengthening the works at Fort 
William, to protect the encreasing inhabitants of Calcutta, and 
that a supply of fifty pieces of brass cannon would be required 
for this service. 

of It was at this crisis, that the United Council recommended 

compa°n/J to the Court of Managers, the project of bringing Lahore indigo 

to 
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to Bengal, as a safer and cheaper transit, than sending if to 
Surat; and informed them, that they had dispatched, for £u* 1707-8. 

1 1 • -n 1 1 . « trade in Bea« 

rope, the ship Rochester, with an investment estimated at gai. 

60,110 rupees. 

On the separate afikirs of the London Company, the Coon- of the 

•1 itiiif.i . eeparate in- 

cil next reported, that they had shipped, on their account, on terests of the 

IxindonCom* 

the St. George, goods to the amount of 54,300 rupees; and on p»y. 
the Rochester, 35,800 rupees; and that there would remain 
thirty-eight thousand rupees, to clear off, in part, their remain- 
ing debts in Bengal. 

On the separate affairs of the English Company, the Coun- 
cil reported, that Sir Edward Littleton died on the 24th October 
1707 , and that an inventory had been taken of his estate, in 
money and goods, which amounted only to 11,354 rupees, but 
that he was indebted to them, in the sum of 227,572 rupees• 
that they had received all the money due by the United Trade to 
the English Company, amounting to 43,302 rupees, which they 
would invest in fine Bengal goods, and send them on the next 


ships. 

The favourable accounts which had been received, in the EngiishCom- 
preceding season, from Banjah-Massin in Borneo, like those, vanf* expd- 

‘ ® ^ from Bor- 

in a former year, from Pulo-Condore, were the prelude, only, to neo, at the 

instigation of 

similar Chinese. 


(I)—Letters from the United Council in Bengal to the Court of Managers, I3th 
October, 24th December 1707,and aCth JaniuiyUor-S.—-Letters from theSeparate Coun¬ 
cil of the London Company m Bengal to their Court of Committees, 2d January 1707-S. 

-- Letters from the Separate Council of the English Company to tbeir Court of Directors, 

17 th December 1707. 
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CHAP nr. simifar disasters, with those which that Island had experienced 

1707 - 8 . The 'Natives suddenly attacked the English Settlement, on the 
27tK June 1707> and though they were, at first, beat off, the 
loss of the English, in killed, was so great, that it was with 
difficulty the survivors escaped on board the ships, and, from 
the death of Agent Barr<^, which left them without a superior, 
it was resolved to abandon the place:—the Company’s trea¬ 
sure on hoard the ships was saved, but the loss on shore wds 
estimated at fifty thousand dollars. 

Mr. Cunningham, one of the Company’s servants, who 
ha<I escaped the massacre at Pulo-Condore, and had, for some 
time, been prisoner in Cochin China, from which he had 
proceeded to Batavia, and thehce to Banjar-Massin, to 
take charge of that Settlement, ascribed the sudden attack 
of the “ Banjareens ” to the instigation of the Chinese, who, 
jealous of the proportion of the trade in pepper which the Eng¬ 
lish had acquired, foresaw that their fortifications would enable 
them to overawe the inhabitants, and, therefore, persuaded them 
to expel their rival, and, in this manner, put a period to the 
projects of intermediate stations, for facilitating the exchanges of 
European and Chinese produce. <*> 

Theciiarac. It is memorable, at the close of the Annals of the two 

ter» of the .. . t. i* 1 ^ 

Interloper* Companies, that all the projects of the English Company, in 

employed by * j. 

the English India, and in China, terminated in disasters and losses, from 

the 

(1)—Letters from Mr. Cunninghsm to (be Court of Directors of the English Com¬ 
pany, 2 gih April and 26 th July lyoy.—— Letters from the late Council at Banjar-Massin 
to the Court, 24 th July Ijoy. 
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the intemperate proceedings of their Presidents, Sir NidioLas chap m . 
Waite, Consul Pitt, and Sir Edward Littleton; but, if it be 1/07' 8 . 
recollected, that the persons appointed to establish and manage the source of 

1 . . • < -r 1 * all their mis- 

their affairs, were either Interlopers,, or servants of the London fortunes. 
Company, who had been dismissed for breach of trust, we 
discover, in the character of the English Company’s Con¬ 
suls and Presidents, full evidence of the causes which overset 
their afibirs, and of the misfortunes of Sir William Norris, who 
was first deceived, and, subsequently, fell a sacrifice to the jea¬ 
lousy and revenge of Sir Nicholas Waite, and Consul Pitt 

Among the domestic measures of this interesting season, we 
have observed the preference given by the Court of Directors of 
the English Company, to bring home the remains of their proper¬ 
ty, at their ill-fated Settlement at Borneo, on a ship belonging 
to tl^ Separate Stocky expressly hired for this service ; and it 
has .occurred, in the Annals of almost every year, that on the 
smalt fund of ^€23,000, which originally belonged to the Proprie¬ 
tors pf the General Societyy who refused to become Members, 
or Adventurers, of the English Company, that equipments 
had been fitted out, and trade carried on, if not as a distinct 
Company, at least as Adventurers, independent either of the 
English, or of the London Companies ; and that this concern 
was allowed to remmn as such, for three years, under the Act of 
Parliament, the 6th Queen Anne, cap. difficult to 

account, on any other principle but the opposition and animosity 
of the two Companies, for the toleration of this trade, and for 
their not having made applications to have it suppressed, after 
4 Q the 
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CHAP. III. the Deed of Union, in 1702:—in the progress, however, of 
1707 - 8 . their aiTairs, we find, that the ships of this Separate Stock fre¬ 
quently became not only the means, by which the property of 
the servants of both Ckimpanies found its way to Britain, 
but on which their servants, who had incurred their dis¬ 
pleasure, preferred embarking themselves and their effects, 
rather than on foreign vessels, or the ships of either Com¬ 
pany. It was on one of these separate trading vessels (the 
Scipio) that Sir William Norris, after his unfortunate Embassy, 
embarked for Europe, instead of taking his passage on the ships 
of the English Company, which had originally employed him 
and, in this season, we find, from the Company's records, three 
of these Separate Stock ships, the Great and Little London, 
and the Windsor, at the port of Gombroon, with goods from 
various parts of India, taking in investments of Persian goods 
for India, and for England; and the same number of these ships, 
freighted by the inhabitants of Madras, for Bengal, Surat, 
and Persia;—^facts which sufiSciently refute the opinion, that 
the traders on the Separate Stock did not exist, or that this 
stock was merged in the greater concerns of the London and 
English Companies, which terminated in their Union. 

The 

(I) — Letter from the Agent and Council at Iipahan to the Court of the London Com¬ 
pany, 2Sth July 1707.—— Letter* from the President and Council at Fort St. George to 
the Court of Managers 10th October and a2d December 1707. 
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Tlie Annals of this interestiiiff season having explained the Substance of 

® tlie Award of 

sources of the Act of Parliament, which constituted the Lord the Eaii of 

Godolphin, 

Treasurer Godolphin, Arbiter of the rights and privileges of the which com- 

London and English Companies, and empowered him to examine 

and ascertain the recipi-ocal credits and debts of both, that the K'lghi-hCoin- 

* paiiiB'*, and 

Union might be perfected under the authority of the Legis- 
lature, and the domestic proceedings of the Court of 
Managers, and of the two separate Courts, having disco- 
vered their full acquiescence in this arrangement, we 
prcjiarcd to detail, in the provisions of this Award, one of the 
most wise and solid legal decisions, to be found in the political 
or commercial history of the realm. 

The Award of Sidney, Earl of Godolphin, Lord High Trea¬ 
surer of Great Britain, dated the 29th September I 7 O 8 , w'as 
introduced with a recapitulation of the powers with which his 
Lordship had been vested by the Act (the 6th of the Queen, 
cap. 17 ) by which he was appointed Arbiter, in all matters 
between the London and English Companies, and the United 
Company, and that his Award should be held as final and de¬ 
cisive. 

Having heard all the parties, by counsel, on their re¬ 
spective rights, he decided as follows:—That all debts or 
money due to the Old, or London Company, in India, China, 

4 Q 2 Persia, 
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CHAP, iir . Persia, St. Helena, &c., and also all debts due to the English 
1707 - 8 . Company, in India, China, See., and the separate goods, 
wares, and merchandize of both Companies, loaded on ships 
in India, and which might not arrive in the river Thames, before 
the 1st September I 7 O 8 , should become the stock or property 
of the United Company;—^that the London Company should 
transfer to the Queen, by Indenture, under their Common'Seal, 
all their foreign debts, or debts due to them in India, befiwe ^ic 
31st October I 7 O 8 , to the intent, that the Queen might regrant 
the same, within ten days after that date, to the United Com¬ 
pany ;—that after such regrant, or transfer, by the Queen, 
the United Company should be liable to pay the separate debts, 
both of the London and English Companies, in India, that is, 
in all countries within the limits of their Charter. 

The Award then proceeded to ascertain the debts due by the 
London and English Companies, on their separate accounts, in 
India, and decided the manner in which they were to be liqui¬ 
dated, that the whole concern might pass clear into the hands of 
the United Company. 

The Award found, that the estate and effects of the Lonuon 
Company would not be sufficient to pay their Ifbreign debts, or 
debts in India, to which debts the United Company would be¬ 
come liable, from the date of this Award ; and, therefore, 
decreed, that the London Company should pay by instalments, 
to the United Company, the sum of ^96,615. 45. 9d. 

The Award farther found, that the estate and effects of the 
English Company, in India, would exceed their separate debts, 

and 
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and, therefore, decreed, that the United Company should pay chap hi. 
the sum of ^66,005. 4s. 2d. to the Directors of the English 1707-8. 
Company, for the use of their respective members; but 
that the debt due by Sir Edward Littleton, in Bengal, 
amounting to 80,437 rupees, 8 annas, was still to remain 
to the English Company, on their additional stock, and not 
to be added to the United Stock, as a debt in the East- 
Xndies. 

The Award then proceeded to ascertain the debts of the 
London and English Companies, on their separate accounts, in 
Great-Britain, and, in general, decreed, that all those debts 
should be paid and discharged, by both Companies, before the 
1st March 1708-9. ^ 

The Award then found, that tlie London Company were in¬ 
debted to a large amount in Great-Britain, and, therefore, em¬ 
powered them to call on their Adventurers, or Proprietors, to 
raise ^100,000, before the 1st December 1708, and .sg100,000, 
before the 1st February 1708-9, and such farther sum, before 
the 1st March 1708-9, as would be sufficient to clear off all their 
home debts; and then, taking into view the sum which had been 
advanced by the London Company, at the Union, to equalize the 
stock of the two Companies, (or what was termed the Seventy 
per cent, additional stock,) decided, that when the London Com¬ 
pany should have rmsed the first 4^100,000, the United Company 
should repay to them,one-third of the said money, or additional 
stock, advanced by them at the Union, for carrying on the 
United Trade; and when, they should have raised the second 

;£ 100 , 0 () 0 , 
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CHAP. III . ^100,000, another one-third part of the said additional stock 
1707 - 8 . should, in like manner, be repaid; and when they should have 
raised a sum sufficient to defray all their debts in Great-Britain, 
the remainder of the said additional stock should be repaid, 
with the exception of ^ 70 , 000 , which was to be reserved, as 
a security, or penalty, that the London Company would surren¬ 
der all their Charters to the Queen, on or befbre the 25th March 
1709 , which sum, on their failing to make such Surrender, was 
to be forfeited to the United Company, excluding, however, all 
such Members of it, as might have been Members of the former 
London Company; but, in the event of such Surrender being 
made, on or before that day, this sum of 5 ^ 70 » 000 , was to be 
vested in trustees, who were to be authorized to pay any re¬ 
maining debts of the London Company, that might, at that 
date, be left unpaid; and should any surplus remain, such 
surplus was to be distributed among the Members of the Lon¬ 
don Company. 

The Award farther decided, that the Loudon Company, if 
they should think fit, before the day specified for the Surrender 
of their Charter, might assign to the Queen, such debts owing 
to them, in Great-Britain, as they might not be able to get in, 
befbre that date, to the end that the same might be afterwards 
re-granted to trustees, for their benefit;—and, lastly, it decided, 
that the London Company should transfer, before the 19th 
March 1708-9, to their separate Members, all such stock, in 
the proportion of their respective shares, as the said London 
Company might have in the stock of the United Company, and 

that 
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that the Members having right to it, should be admited to all the c hap, nr . 
privileges of Members of the United Company. 1707 -8. 

This Award, proceeding on the authority of the Act of 
Parliament, was to be confirmed, in all its parts, by a Decree of 


the High Court of Chancery.('> 


The following interesting authenticated document, signed Thu Award 

explained, by 

by the Company’s General Accomptant, and his Deputy, dated an authenti- 


the 29th September 1708, will afford the best illustration of the of the debts 

and credits of 
the London 
Company 

« The 


preceding Award. 


(1) —Lord Godolphin's Award, dated agtb September Ijros. (Printed Collection of 
Charters, page 343 ) 



‘ The Govebnor and Company of Merchants of London trading to the East-Indies, 


c >72 


ANNAES OE THE HONOBABLE 



Loodoo, S9th September 1*708. 

(signed) Sam. Watehs, Accd. GeneraU. 
“ J. Fletcher, D^ty 
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On the basts of this Award, and of the account subjdined to 
it, the Court of Committees of the London ponipauy, .and of 
Directors of the English Company, closed their separate con¬ 
cerns, with the following circular letter to all their Presidencies, 
Settlements, and Factories, in India. 

“ To all and every persons whatsoever, that have been 
“ employed m the service of the Governor and Company of 
“ Merchants of London trading to the East-Indies, the English 
“ Company trading to the East-Indies, at Fort St. George, and 
“ elsewhere on the Coromandel Coast, &c. (Bombay, Surat, 
“ Fort William, &c. itc.) 


, 1767 - 8 . 

Fiiul iDsiruc- 
lions of the 
Pom t of 
Commitlie* 

of the I.OI1- 
don Com¬ 
pany and ot 
the Diii'ctors 
of the Eng¬ 
lish Com¬ 
pany, to then 
respective 
Presidencies 
and FaLtones 
111 the 1 asi- 
Indies 


“ This serves to inform you, that in the Act of 
“ Parliament past last Session, for making a further loan of 
** -■^1,200,000 to the Government, which Act went to all parts 
“ of India, by the last shipping, there w^as a clause empower- 
“ ing the Most Honorable Sidney, Earl of Godolphin, Lord 
** High Treasurer of Great-Britain, to settle, by his Loidship’s 
Award, the terras of a perfect, speedy, and complete Union 
“ between the two Comp.'uiics ; in pui'suancc of which, his I.ord- 
“ ship has made and published his Award, and therel)y directed 
" tliat all the eftects of the Old and New Company, iii all places 
*' whatsoever, within the limits of their Charter, or ciseu here, 
“ that were not imported into England, by the 1st of September 
“ last, should be made over and vested in the United Company, 
“ and that the Old Company should assign unto Her M.ijesty, 
“ by indenture, under their Common Seal, to be enrolled in 
voE. III. 4 R “ Chancery, 
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CHAP. in. “ Chancery, all monies owing or answerable to them, beyond 
1707 - 8 . “ the seas, to the end Her Majesty may be pleased to grant the 
same to the United Company, which has been accordingly 
“ complied with; and the New Company are likewise directed, 
that all the debts owing them, on account of their shares, 
“ shall be vested in them, for the benefit of the United Com< 
“ pany, which will be taken care of in like manner; and the 
** United Company are to pay all such debts in the £ast-lndics, 
“ as shall appear to be justly due from either Company, so 
“ that, fixun the 29th September last, the date of the said 
“ Award, neither the Old or the New Company, on their sepa- 
“ rate accounts, have any thing farther to do, or to be at any 
“ further charge, in the East-Indies, Persia, China, St. Helena, 
“ or elsewhere, beyond the seas, on any account whatsoever, 
as we, on our parts, now do, by these presents, write to you, 
** and all other our Settlements; and so the New (Old) Com- 
“ pany do and will, on theirs, inform, in like manner, all their 
“ servants employed on their separate affairs; being the result of 
“ the Award, as to what concerns India, we hereby direct, that 
“ you, on receipt hereof, or so soon after as the first conveniency 
“ will allow you, do give in an account of all debts and demands 
“ whatsoever, owing or due to us, or upon our account, and 
make the same over to the United Councill, for the account of 
the United Trade; and that you do also deliver to the said 
** Council, all our books of accounts, as well the general books, 
“ as those kept by any inferiors, whether the warehouse-keepers, 
** warehouses, store-keepers, pay-masters, mint-masters, charges 

“ gencrall, 
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generall, or any other books, which contain any accounts of 

“ disbursements, receipts, or payments of our money, or goods, 17 ^ 7 ’ 8 . 

of what nature soever, and also all consultation Imoks, regis- 
“ ters of letters received or sent, and all originall Phiruiaunds, 
or other grants from the Country Princes or Governours, and 
the copys thereof, if you have any, and all other books, 

“ papers, and writings whatsoever, any way belonging to us, to 
** the end recourse may be had thereto by the United Councill, on 
** all future occasions ; and that all the goods and effects, what- 
“ soever, of ours, he delivered to the said Councill, for the 
** benefit of the United Company, and do you draw out a list of 
the said particulars, so delivered into the United Council, and 
** acquaint them, that it is desired they will give a receipt for 
« the same, according to that b’st, and send three of the same 
“ tenour, by the shipping, to the United Company, entering also 
** the same into their consultation book, at the time when they 
** gave the said receipt. 

Send likewise a list of all that is. to or from us, 

“ within your Presidency. 

** We are your loving friends, 

“ (Signed by the Committees and Directors of 
** the London and English Companies.) 

** East-India House, January 28, 1708-9.” 

The subsequent proceedings, required to fulfill the stipula- Suppiemen- 

tary Deedi, 

tions in Lord Godolphin’s Award, though they occurred in the which com. 

° ^ plcted th« 

4 R 2 latter Union. 

(l)--.General Letters from the Courts of the London and Enghiih Cempames, to all 
their Presidencies. Factories, and Settlements, in India, dated 28 ih January 
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CHAP. III. latter part of this, and in the subsequent year, being measures 

1707 - 8 . which were necessary to complete the Union, and not forming 
any part of the transactions of the United Company, either in 
Britain, or in the East-Indies, require to be brought into view, 
at the conclusion of this important event, which distinguishes 
the two great Epochas of the Amient^ and of the Modern 
History of the East-lndia Company. 

One of the provisions in Lord Godolphin’s Award was, that 
the London Company should, by Assignment to the Queen, make 
over to Her Majesty, all debts due to them, in Great Britain, 
that Her Majesty might re-assign the same to trustees, for their 
benefit:—this Assignment was made by the London Company 
to the Queen, on the 21st March 1708-9, by a Deed, under their 
Common ScaJ.<*) 

A second condition in Lord Godolphin’s Award was, that 
the London Company should, under a penalty of ^70,000, 
surrender to the Queen, all their Charters, rights, and capacities, 
as a body politic and corporate, as tho Governor and Com- 
“ pany of Merchants of Loudon trading to the East-Indies, by 
“ virtue of any Charters, Acts of Parliament, or Letters 
“ Patent; ” which Surrender was accordingly made, on the 
22d March 1708-9, by Deed, under their Common Seal, 
enrolled in Chancery, and accepted by Her Majesty, by Letters 
Patent, dated the 7th May 1709.<*> 

This 

(1) —Deed of Assignment from the London Company to Queen Anne of (be Debts 
due to (hem in Great Briiain, 2lst March lyos g (MSS. in Indian Regmter Office ) 

(2) —Deed of Surrender from the London Company to Queen Anne, of all Ibeir Chartera 

and 
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This Deed is illustrated by the following statement, and ex- 
planatory note, of the debts and credits of the London Company, 17^7 *-8. 
made up to the day on which they surrendered their Charters to 
Her Majesty, and ceased to be a Body Politic and Corporate. 

“ The 


snd Corporate Capacity, dated 22d March 17O8-O—— Letters Patent accepting the sur¬ 
render of the Charters of the London Cooipany, dated 7th May 1709. (Printed Collec¬ 
tion of Charters, page 365 .) 




long sundiiig, of w'" sum £ 3,000 is for SdlUrie to sereral 
persons tJiat were at Bombay between the year 16 S 6 and 
the time of the war, the Comp’' not having any Books 
trom thence tor that time, do believe they rec'' their nhoie 
salai} at such a penlous season.” 
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A third provision in tlie Award of Lord Godolphin was, that ciiap. ni. 
the London Company should, before the 31st October I 7 O 8 , 1707-8. 
transfer and assign to the Queen, all their foreign debts, or 
debts in the EaSt-Indics, to the intent that the same should be 
regranted to the United Company; and the London Company 
having, by Indenture, dated 27th October I 7 O 8 , made such As¬ 
signment, the Queen, by Letters Patent, dated the 22d April 
1709 , signified her acceptance of this Assignment, and trans¬ 
ferred and assigned to the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the East-Indies, all the debts or sums of 
money owing to the London Company, on their separate account, 
in the East-Indies, and granted them powers to sue for, and re¬ 
cover them by Exchequer process.^) 

In consequence of these Deeds, when the whole of the 
debts due by and to the London Company, in Grcat-Britain, 
were adjusted, to the time of the surrender of their Charters, 
the Queen, by Letters Patent, dated the 15th August I 7 IO, 
re-assigned to Sir Jonathan Andrews, and other trustees, any such 
debts that might be subsequently recovered on their account, 
to be divided among the former Members of the London Com¬ 
pany, in proportion to their respective shares or interest.^®) 

If 


(t)—Letters Patent assigning to the United Company all foreign debts due to the London 
Company. 22 d April I/O9 

(2)—>[.etters Patent re^assigning to Sir Jonathan Andrews and others, in trust, niiy Debts 
jn Greit Britain due to the London Company, dited 15 tb August 171O. (Printed Collection 
of Chatters, Api^ieudix. p. 10 .) 
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the Comi’a- 
iiy’s rii>lit<i, 
(rom ilie Re 

\flllIflOll, 

1(;H» S(; to 
Ilie Uniuii of 
the London 
•uid I_i!;l«.h 
£.ist-]iidM 
Compiini',, 

111 1707.8 


Jf the results from the Annals of the t^vo first periods of 
Knst-Indian affairs afforded a connected view of the sources of 
the rights and privileges of the London East-India Company, and 
of the vicissitudes to which they had been exposed, at lUuiie and 
abroad, in the exercise of them, the events which occurred, 
from the Revolution, to the Union of the London and English 
East-India Companies, will authorize a similar series of infer¬ 
ences, to the period when the United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the East-Indies were vested with those 
rights and privileges, which they still continue to enjoy. 

I —From the preceding review of events it appears;—^That 
if the commercial caution of the London East-Jndia Company, 
during the sera of the Revolution (1688) corresponded with 
their character, as merchants, accustomed only to estimate their 
particular rights and tlieir trade, it exposed them to more serious 
attacks than those made on tlieir predecessors ; and, in general, 
to the accusation of enjoying an odious monopoly, instead of a 
regulated trade, without leaving them those defences, by which 
their chartered rights, bad formerly been preserved :—that this 
accusation uas blended with the legal question, whether privi¬ 
leges, proceeding on a grant from the Crown, were valid, 
without the authority of an Act of Parliament, to enforce the 

observance 
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observance of tbem, and legal opinions were given against the 

Company, or that their regulated trade could not proceed, but resuj.ts. 
on the basis of an Act of the Legislature to sanction it. 

II. —That when this question, and the legal opinions on it, 
were promulgated uinoug the mercantile public, a new field was 
opened to the speculations of the Private Traders or Interlopers ; 
for, in addition to the three descriptions of this class of Private 
Traders (or that of Individuals or Associated Adventurers, 
attempting a direct trade between England, and ports within 
the London Company’s limits, not resorted to by them ; that 
of Adventurers, acting under fraudulent connexions with their 
servants; and that of Adventurers, attempting trade to 
India, on British capital, from foreign ports), a fourth 
description now appeared, or that of Private Traders, who 
taking advantage of the opinion, respecting the legal source of 
privileges, were bringing forward applications to Parliament, to 
obtain an Act for creating a i>ew East-India Company, in 
exclusion of that, which, for nearly one hundred years, had 
rested on the only source of privileges then known in the realm, 
and who, under great risks and lieavy cxpences, before unknown, 
had opened and preserved the commercial relations between 
Great'Britain and the East-Indies. 

III. —^That besides the encouragement to spccukitors, 
availing themselves of the public opinions on the Constitution 
and Law of the Realm, recourse was had to the analogy of the 

VOL. III. 4 S Dutch 
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chap^i Dutch East-India Companies, which were divided into different 

RESULTS. Clminbcrs, all carrying on the £ast>India trade, by authority of 
the States General; and as each of these Chambers had been 
prosperous, it was inferred, that the experiment ought to be made, 
of establishing more than one Association, for carrying on the 
trade to the East-Indies, on separate and distinct principles ; and 
that this plan would tend to the enci*easc of the navigation, and of 
the commerce of the kingdom :—^This analogy was, however, soon 
overset, when, on enquiry, it was found, that the Constitutions of 
the Dutch and English East-India Companies were different; 
the one, being connected with the Constitution of the States 
General, the other, a distinct commercial corporation, only, 
which neither could have such connexion, nor any pretensions 
beyond looking for protection, from the established Government 
of their Country, and which, for ten successive years, had been 
making ineffectual applications to Parliament, for an Act, upon 
winch to rest all their chartered rights and privileges, that they 
might resist speculators, who sought to subvert them, without 
being supported, cither by the credit, or by the experience which 
they possessed. 

—That, from the Accession of King William, till the 
Treaty of Ryswick, in 1697, and while their opponents in Eng¬ 
land ^veic only forming their plans, the London Company bad 
been exposed, at home, to heavy charges in their equipments, 
and in the provision of their cargoes, from the rise of prices 
incident to war :—^that they had experienced heavy losses by the 

capture 
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capture of their shipping, which losses had tended to lower their 

credit, and, in many instances, to lessen the reliance of their rksulis . 
own Proprietors, on the stability of the concern :—that, abroad, 
they had, at the same time, been exposed to heavier losses, 
by the oppressions of the Native Powers seeking compensa¬ 
tions from them, for the captures made of their vessels by 
Interlopers, who had become pirates, or associated with pirates, 
professedly such, fitted out in America and the West-Indies, 
and sailing under British colours; and that, from the state 
of the war in Europe, the Company neither possessed the 
means of fitting out fleets to extirpate the pirates, nor could 
obtain a squadron of King’s ships for this service, and, thus, 
to the evils arising from domestic speculation, they had to 
experience those originating in foreign weakness; and, in fact, 
that though the Peace of Ryswick had been concluded, to 
balance, indeed, the Powers of Europe, it left the East-India 
Company, without provision being made to define the relative 
rights of their European rivals, or enemies, in the East-Indies. 

y .—That after the Treaty of Ryswick was concluded, 
and the expences of the wai were to be provided for, the 
London Company trusted the Legislature would have lei¬ 
sure to listen to their repeated applications, for an Act to 
confirm their Charter, and to give power's to the Crown 
to extend their privileges, as well as to afford them mililaiy 
and naval aids, to re-establish the British chsiractcr at the 
principal scats of trade within their limits, particul.nly on 
4 S 2 the 
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the East and West Coasts^ and in the centre of Hindostan ; in- 
RESULTS stead, however, of having those reasonable expectations fulfilled, 
or the large sum which they offered to advance to the State ac¬ 
cepted, a larger sum was offered, by an Association of Private 
Traders, who obtained, in return, the Act of 1698, establishing 
the General Society, as the legalized rival of the London East- 
India Company :—and thus, instead of relief, the natural reward 
of commercial, as well as of political services, the habitual oppo¬ 
nents of the rights and trade of the London Company were 
established as a new Association, to whom, at a short distance 
of time, were to be transferred those Factories, and that trade, 
which the enterprize and industry of a century had created, and 
which the experience of that century, alone, could preserve, or 
maintain. 

VI .—That the principle upon which the General Society 
approached Parliament, though it participated, in character, 
with those of each of the classes of Interlopers which have 
been described, was more specious, and, therefore, more 
popular than any of them ; or, that the trade to the East- 
Indies would proceed on a stock of .§^2,000,000, and thus have 
all the advantages of the London Company’s credit: but as 
each individual Proprietor was to be allowed to carry on a 
separate trade, to the extent of his share in the stock, this 
principle, in fact, w’as that of an Oj)en Trade ;—^that this 
apparent advantage was combined with the large sum of 
. 1 ^ 2 , 000 , 000 , offered to be advanced for the public service, which 

induced 
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induced Parliament to pass the Act for establishing the General chap m 
Society for Trade to the Eaut-Indies ;—^and that, in the short results. 
space of two days after the privileges of the London Company 
were overset, this General Society laid aside, with very incon¬ 
siderable exceptions, the practicability of individuals carrying 
on trade, each on his separate proportion of stock, and 
obtained from the King, a Charter, on the basis of this Act of 
Parliament, for establishing the English Company, who were to 
carry on their trade on a Joint Stock, in the same manner, 
and under similar regulations, as the London East-India 
Company. 

VII .—That the London Company, in their own language, 
instead of sinking under this accumulation of evils, had re¬ 
course “ with a true Roman Courage,"* to the only effectual 
means of repelling them : they examined the strength of their 
opponent in stock, and purchased so large a proportion of it, 
as to be able to ascertain, and to counteract his projects;—they 
increased their own funds by large subscriptions, and, on these, 
added to their equipments, and to their exports and imports ;— 
they excluded this rival Association from their Factories and 
seats of trade, being real property, which they had either pur¬ 
chased with large sums, or privileges which they had obtained 
with larger;—they placed their foreign Settlements under the 
controling power of a Governor General, with instructions 
(natural to merchants) to bear down on their rival in the market, 
by the magnitude of their European sales, and of their Indian 

purchases; 



686 


ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


CHAP IH . purchases; and not contented with these exertions, obviated, 
RESULTS. Ijy equipments to the China Seas, his pretensions to com¬ 
merce in countries within their limits, which their hitherto 
heavy charges had not enabled them, but contingently, to 
visit;—and, finally, selected such of their seiwants, as were most 
distinguished for probity and experience, to resist the pretensions 
of rivals, who had been selected from the old Interlopers, to 
introduce a commerce, and to establish settlements, in ports 
already occupied, not only by the London Company, but by the 
Companies of the other European nations. 

VIIT —That the English Company, on the contrary, 
having triumphed over the London Company, in the warfare 
for rights, in England, anticipated a corresponding ti iumph in 
the Eust'lndics:—Instead of attempting any new commercial 
arrangements, they merely copied those which the London 
C(unpany had practised, adding the powers of King’s Consul 
to that of President, in their three projected establishments 
at Surat, Masulipatam, andHughly; and gave to the persons 
whom they had appointed to manage their concerns, as a general 
instruction, to depress the London Company’s trade and settle¬ 
ments, by representations to the Native Powers of their having 
been dissolved by the King, for their improper conduct: — 
that the servants of the English Company insinuated to these 
Powers, that the London Company were secretly connected 
with those pirates, whom they openly pretended to reprobate, 
.U)d 90 satisfied was the King of England of their improper 

proceedings, 
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proceedings that he had sent a special Ambassador (Sir 
William Norris) to the Mogul, to solicit Phirmaunds, Results. 
for the introduction of trade into all the countries within 
his dominions ; and that the English Company were, in 
fact, the only instruments through whom an extensive com¬ 
merce could be established, between England and the East- 
Indies. 

IX .—That the effect of this impolitic establishment of two 
rival Companies, in England, on the Presidencies and Factories 
of the London Company, in India, was, to abridge the commer¬ 
cial efforts of their servants, in the exercise of those rights and 
privileges which they had purchased, for valuable considerations, 
and were maintaining, at an annual great cxpencc; to lower, 
by competition, the price of British produce in the Indian 
markets, and to raise the price of that Indian produce, which, 
hitherto had constituted their investments; to expose their 
servants, in such stations as had not been fortified, to 
arbitrary imprisonment, and their property to seizure and 
confiscation ; and, finally, to owe their safety to the employ¬ 
ment which the Mogul and Hindoo armies found, the one, 
in preparing for a civil war for the Succession, when the 
death of Aurungzebe should vacate the Throne, the other, 
for resisting their Mogul masters, and to re-assert and recover 
their ancient independence. 


X—That 
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X—^That the effect of these events, at home and abroad, 
itKsvLTs on the English Company, was, that though they had borne 
clown, and triumphed over the London Company’s privileges, 
in England, by furnishing laiger resources to the Stale, this 
superiority was neither calculated to introduce, nor to establish 
new scats of trade in India; for to the Native Powers, of 
every description, the distinction between the two Companies 
was unintelligible ; and though the Agents of the English Com¬ 
pany might be vested with, and assume higher rank, in Britain, 
than the Agents of the London Company had done, this 
rank could not be comprehended by the Native Powers and 
States, who could only form an opinion of the comparative 
merits of the competitors in trade, hy the appearance of 
power which each possessed, or the magnitude of their pur¬ 
chases in the Indian markets :—that having had experience of 
the power of the London Company, in their fortified stations, 
and of the magnitude, as well as the probity of their dealings, 
they compared them with the prices for privileges which the 
servants of the English Company offered, and with the inferior 
goods, and stock, which they introduced into the markets ; and 
though, for a time, the Natives hesitated, from the application 
for greater privileges from the Mogul, hy an Ambassador, yet 
the delays in obtaining the Phinnaunds, rendered them doubtful 
of the issue, while the absurd adherence to the forms of Eu¬ 
ropean diplomacy, by this Ambassador, terminated, not only 
the pretensions to superior authority in the English, over the 
London Company, but had nearly ruined the existence of the 
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trade of both, and must have had this effect, had the adminis- c hap, hi . 
tration of Aurungzebe been as vigorous at the close, as it was at results 
the commencement of his reign. 

XL —^That when the events, which marked the progress of 
the competition between the two E^t>India Companies, became 
known in Britain, it was perceived, but too late, that this com¬ 
petition must inevitably terminate in the bankruptcy of the one, 
or of the other ; and this consequence. soon became perfectly 
obvious to the mercantile part of the community, who decided, 
that the Company, whose stock was rapidly sinking in value, 
and whose commercial funds could only be buoyed up, for the 
moment, by subscriptions, must certainly experience the same 
fate as their depreciated credit. 

XJL —^That though commercial opinions, for a time, may 
be influenced by specious projects, the test of experience uni¬ 
formly unveils the illusion, and restores practical men to more 
solid decisions ; for the English Company had scarcely begun to 
exercise their rights in England, when they discovered, from the 
depreciation of their stock and credit, that the popular preju¬ 
dices against monopolies (out of which they had arisen) were 
turning against them; and, like Courten’s Association, the 
Assada Merchants, and the Merchant Adventurers, that they 
could find safety, only, in a coalition with the Joint Stock of the 
London East-India Company. 

4 T 
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CHAP.in. XIII.—Tbit this public opinion, founded on experience, 

JRESULTS. necessarily influenced the resolutions of the Legislature,, which 
continued the corporate capacity of the London Company, 
after the expiration of the term specified in the Act estab¬ 
lishing the English Company, and thus gave them a consti¬ 
tutional basis, equal in principle, if not in extent, to their 
opponents; an event which, at last, brought forward the Deed, 
or Indenture Tripartite, of 1702, which obliged the London and 
English Companies to accede to an Union, and thus, once more, 
by equalizing their stocks, restored the regulated commerce of 
an East-India Company. 

XIV .—^That though this Indenture Tripartite terminated 
the competition between the two Companies, it was not attended 
with the precautions required for speedily adjusting their oppos¬ 
ing interests, because it allowed to each, a specified time to wind 
up their separate affiiirs, without imposing an adequate con¬ 
trol over their proceedings:—^tbat though the London Com¬ 
pany, both at home and abroad, fulfilled their part of the 
obligation, the English Company, from the habits of Private 
Traders, or Interlopers, prolonged the time, at home, and, by 
an improvident continuance in the system of oppressing the 
London Company’s servants, abroad, exposed them to losses, and 
their servants to suflerings:—that Bombay, the fortified seat of 
trade, was placed in imminent danger of being conquered by 
the more powerful Native Chiefs; and though Fort St. George 

protected 
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protected the property and the servants of the London Company, 

on the Coromandel Coast, and, ultimately, became an asylum to results. 

the trade and servants of both Companies, it was because the ad- 

.ministration of it was entrusted to the predecessor of the immortal 

Mr. Pitt, who, like him, acted on public principles only ;-^and 

that the trade in Scngal, and the stations in Sumatra, from 

which, since the expulsion of the English from Java, the market 

had been principally supplied with pepper, were preserved, from 

their connexion with Fort St. George. 

XV .—^That the impracticability of completing the Union, 
while the separate interests of the two Companies were to be 
adjusted by themselves, led to the Act, the 6th of Queen Anne, 
which compelled both to appeal to the Lord High Treasurer, 
Godolphin, whose able Award terminated, upon fair and just 
terms, that competition, which plausible theories of commerce, 
and the improvident establishment of opposing Companies, had 
so unhappily begun; an Award, which took away from each, the 
possibility of recourse to expedients for maintaining separate 
interests, and, in itself, recognized, as by law it was wthorized 
to do, all the privileges which the grants of the ' 
given' to the London Company, and all the righh^tf^^ the 
English Company had derived from an Act of Legislature, and 
combining both, confirmed the corporate capacity of The United 
Company op Mebchants op England trading to thb 
East-Indies. 


4 T 2 
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—^From the whole of these Annals it appears, that 
RESVLTS. the United Company, as recognized by the Award of Lord 
Godolphin, are vested with all the rights of the London and 
English Companies, and that they have been declared, by law,^ 
to be entitled to the Dead Stock, which the Indenture Tripartite 
had ascertained :—^That the value of this Dead Stock was, how¬ 
ever, at the time, estimated rather with a view to a compro¬ 
mise, than deduced from the actual expenditure of the London 
Company, in purchasing their Settlements, or in giving valuable 
considerations to the Native Powers, for grants of privileges, or 
from the annual charges for presents, and bribes, to those 
Sovereigns, and to their Governors, to allow them the quiet 
possession of their seats of trade, in the undefended Factories; 
—^Tliat these sums, or expenditures, constituted, also, a large 
part of the Dead Stock, which cannot be estimated, even by the 
indefinite computation of many millions, but to which the United 
East-lndia Company have an undoubted right, on the principles 
of the Constitution, and of tlie Laws of England :—^That the 
actual value of this Dead Stock of the United Company has 
been encr^ased, by the advances which they have made to the 
public, ire the sums paid as revenue from their commerce, and 
by the dlv^rhd military charges of acquiring and preserving‘their 
seats of trade; and, even at this early time, to those seats of 
trade must be ascribed the valuable exchanges between Britain 
and India, and subsequently, in a still greater proportion, the 
circuitous exchanges with China:—^That, therefore, to whatever 
magnitude the Dead Stock of the United Company may, since 
j ^hat 






